Prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee — Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 

—  1  — 


Lot 

Price 

1067 

275.00 

1058 

357.50 

1059 

313.50 

1061 

275.00 

1062 

275.00 

1063 

313.50 

1064 

357.50 

1065 

330.00 

1066 

4180.00 

1067 

4070.00 

1068 

4400.00 

1069 

990.00 

1070 

1045.00 

1071 

522.50 

1072 

330.00 

1073 

330.00 

1074 

1375.00 

1075 

880.00 

1076 

330.00 

1077 

1760.00 

1078 

330.00 

1079 

357.50 

1080 

1045.00 

1081 

1980.00 

1082 

825.00 

1083 

412.50 

1084 

357.50 

1085 

550.00 

1086 

1045.00 

1087 

357.50 

1088 

1980.00 

1089 

247.50 

1090 

357.50 

1091 

341.00 

1092 

935.00 

1093 

550.00 

1094 

495.00 

1095 

357.50 

1096 

2310.00 

1097 

341.00 

1098 

247.50 

1099 

247.50 

1100 

357.50 

1101 

247.50 

1102 

660.00 

1103 

302.50 

1105 

302.50 

1106 

330.00 

1107 

528.00 

1108 

275.00 

1109 

165.00 

1110 

5060.00 

mi 

770.00 

1112 

330.00 

1113 

687.50 

1115 

7590.00 

1116 

412.50 

1118 

605.00 

1119 

275.00 

1121 

990.00 

1122 

990.00 

1123 

522.50 

1124 

330.00 

1125 

220.00 

1126 

357.50 

1127 

825.00 

1128 

550.00 

1129 

330.00 

1130 

605.00 

1131 

770.00 

1132 

220.00 

1134 

302.50 

1135 

247.50 

1136 

715.00 

1137 

1760.00 

1138 

1540.00 

1139 

797.50 

1140 

715.00 

1141 

660.00 

1142 

330.00 

1143 

1210.00 

1144 

2860.00 

1145 

3190.00 

1146 

6875.00 

1147 

550.00 

1148 

715.00 

1149 

451.00 

1150 

495. (HI 

1151 

522.50 

1152 

357.50 

1153 

715.00 

1154 

82500 

1155 

220.00 

Lot 

Price 

1156 

770.00 

1157 

632.50 

1158 

165.00 

1160 

715.00 

1161 

1045.00 

1162 

660.00 

1163 

1210.00 

1164 

715.00 

1165 

825.00 

1166 

275.00 

1167 

2090.00 

1168 

2420.00 

1169 

467.50 

1170 

605.00 

1171 

2420.00 

1172 

1760.00 

1173 

1045.00 

1174 

522.50 

1175 

412.50 

1176 

1045.00 

1177 

1485.00 

1178 

825.00 

1179 

467.50 

1180 

467.50 

1181 

1 155.00 

1182 

880.00 

1183 

209.00 

1184 

935.00 

1185 

605.00 

1186 

660.00 

1188 

1650.00 

1189 

440.00 

1190 

605.00 

1191 

962.50 

1192 

660.00 

1193 

407.00 

1194 

495.00 

1195 

412.50 

1196 

412.50 

1197 

605.00 

1199 

1100.00 

1200 

539.00 

1201 

385.00 

1202 

203.50 

1203 

1045.00 

1204 

412.50 

1205 

935.00 

1206 

1100.00 

1207 

632.50 

1208 

550.00 

1209 

687.50 

1210 

825.00 

1211 

935.00 

1212 

636.90 

1213 

2750.00 

1214 

1045.00 

1215 

522.50 

1216 

880.00 

1217 

1320.00 

1218 

330.00 

1219 

302.50 

1220 

1760.00 

1221 

1320.00 

1222 

412.50 

1223 

423.50 

1224 

385.00 

1225 

605.00 

1226 

385.00 

1227 

412.50 

1228 

770.00 

1229 

9350.00 

1230 

605.00 

1231 

385.00 

1232 

990.00 

1233 

660.00 

1234 

330.00 

1235 

660.00 

1236 

495.00 

1237 

605.00 

1238 

2090.00 

1239 

440.00 

1240 

1540.00 

1241 

550.00 

1242 

385.00 

1243 

770.00 

1244 

407.00 

1245 

385  00 

1246 

412.50 

1247 

2090  00 

1248 

440.00 

1249 

440  00 

1250 

385.00 

1251 

412.50 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

l 

1045.00 

75 

440.00 

145 

1320.00 

220 

467.50 

294 

770.00 

368 

192.50 

445 

1100.00 

519 

247.50 

2 

2310.00 

76 

18700.00 

146 

1320.00 

221 

231.00 

295 

330.00 

369 

660.00 

446 

1430.00 

521 

550.00 

3 

550.00 

77 

935.00 

147 

330.00 

222 

632.50 

296 

1430.00 

371 

192.50 

447 

550.00 

522 

357.50 

4 

1540.00 

78 

990.00 

148 

357.50 

223 

577.50 

297 

550.00 

372 

302.50 

448 

3410.00 

523 

275.00 

5 

770.00 

79 

1980.00 

150 

825.00 

224 

495.00 

298 

330.00 

373 

385.00 

449 

797.50 

524 

247.50 

6 

1265.00 

80 

1045.00 

151 

357.50 

225 

1210.00 

299 

1100.00 

374 

220.00 

450 

192.50 

525 

302.50 

7 

412.50 

81 

1100.00 

152 

1100.00 

226 

715.00 

300 

550.00 

375 

3740.00 

451 

440.00 

526 

341.00 

8 

258.50 

82 

825.00 

153 

247.50 

227 

880.00 

301 

440.00 

376 

2090.00 

452 

302.50 

527 

313.50 

9 

550.00 

83 

1430.00 

154 

412.50 

228 

577.50 

302 

429.00 

377 

3410.00 

453 

550.00 

528 

522.50 

10 

605.00 

84 

825.00 

155 

440.00 

229 

495.00 

303 

440.00 

378 

2090.00 

454 

302.50 

529 

308.00 

12 

935.00 

85 

632.50 

157 

220.00 

230 

1430.00 

304 

467.50 

379 

12.10.00 

456 

522.50 

530 

247.50 

13 

495.00 

86 

330.00 

158 

412.50 

231 

3520.00 

305 

1430.00 

380 

264.00 

457 

660.00 

531 

715.00 

14 

880.00 

87  ♦ 

.  467.50 

159 

495.00 

232 

3960.00 

306 

506.00 

381 

390.50 

458 

550.00 

532 

990.00 

15 

385.00 

88 

495.00 

160 

1430.00 

233 

330.00 

307 

363.00 

382 

1210.00 

459 

2310.00 

533 

440.00 

16 

550.00 

89 

440.00 

161 

522.50 

234 

1980.00 

308 

302.50 

383 

550.00 

460 

715.00 

534 

330.00 

17 

962.50 

90 

1320.00 

162 

825.00 

235 

495.00 

309 

825.00 

384 

302.50 

461 

1045.00 

535 

247.50 

18 

275.00 

91 

1540.00 

163 

825.00 

236 

467.50 

310 

357.50 

385 

275.00 

462 

759.00 

1001 

440.00 

19 

4400.00 

92 

1100.00 

164 

2090.00 

237 

990.00 

311 

275.00 

386 

275.00 

463 

2310.00 

1002 

3520.00 

21 

1100.00 

93 

1100.00 

165 

1100.00 

238 

770.00 

312 

660.00 

387 

825.00 

464 

715.00 

1003 

522.50 

22 

385.00 

94 

1650.00 

166 

495.00 

239 

484.00 

313 

467.50 

388 

275.00 

465 

715.00 

1004 

825.00 

23 

357.50 

95 

880.00 

167 

1870.00 

240 

418.00 

314 

357.50 

389 

253.00 

466 

825.00 

1005 

3740.00 

24 

770.00 

96 

962.50 

168 

660.00 

241 

302.50 

315 

385.00 

390 

880.00 

467 

770.00 

1006 

5060.00 

25 

605.00 

97 

522.50 

169 

605.00 

242 

330.00 

316 

275.00 

391 

880.00 

468 

825.00 

1008 

445.50 

27 

605.00 

98 

440.00 

170 

357.50 

243 

412.50 

317 

2750.00 

392 

192.50 

469 

660.00 

1009 

423.50 

28 

522.50 

99 

1045.00 

171 

1045.00 

244 

880.00 

318 

242.00 

393 

247.50 

470 

605.00 

1010 

440.00 

29 

770.00 

100 

715.00 

172 

5280.00 

245 

2805.00 

319 

1045.00 

394 

412.50 

471 

550.00 

1011 

330.00 

30 

935.00 

101 

385.00 

173 

5830.00 

246 

467.50 

320 

1375.00 

396 

23100.00 

473 

247.50 

1012 

935.00 

31 

302.50 

102 

495.00 

174 

4620.00 

247 

412.50 

321 

1375.00 

397 

3850.00 

474 

302.50 

1013 

385.00 

32 

357.50 

103 

605.00 

175 

4070.00 

248 

1100.00 

322 

1320.00 

398 

1100.00 

475 

1760.00 

1014 

357.50 

33 

852.50 

104 

3080.00 

176 

825.00 

249 

341.00 

323 

385.00 

401 

1650.00 

476 

1540.00 

1015 

264.00 

34 

1100.00 

105 

880.00 

177 

1320.00 

251 

605.00 

324 

467.50 

402 

715.00 

477 

1650.00 

1016 

385.00 

35 

440.00 

106 

88.00 

178 

605.00 

252 

715.00 

325 

440.00 

403 

935.00 

478 

1430.00 

1017 

1320.00 

36 

825.00 

107 

2530.00 

179 

880.00 

253 

660.00 

326 

385.00 

404 

7975.00 

479 

1276.00 

1018 

396.00 

37 

467.50 

108 

440.00 

180 

616.00 

254 

176.00 

327 

770.00 

405 

770.00 

480 

1045.00 

1019 

440.00 

38 

1210.00 

109 

550.00 

181 

1045.00 

256 

1210.00 

328 

467.50 

407 

715.00 

481 

3960.00 

1020 

302.50 

39 

605.00 

110 

550.00 

182 

935.00 

257 

220.00 

329 

440.00 

408 

522.50 

482 

935.00 

1021 

1705.00 

40 

467.50 

111 

1045.00 

183 

935.00 

258 

495.00 

330 

357.50 

411 

495.00 

483 

467.50 

1022 

467.50 

41 

385.00 

112 

605.00 

184 

946.00 

259 

715.00 

331 

605.00 

412 

2750.00 

484 

577.50 

1023 

522.50 

43 

3630.00 

113 

275.00 

185 

1485.00 

260 

825.00 

332 

880.00 

413 

2530.00 

485 

412.50 

1024 

330.00 

44 

1760.00 

114 

220.00 

186 

990.00 

261 

550.00 

333 

880.00 

414 

2750.00 

486 

412.50 

1025 

990.00 

45 

522.50 

115 

275.00 

187 

715.00 

262 

1540.00 

334 

522.50 

415 

1210.00 

488 

891.00 

1027 

412.50 

46 

412.50 

116 

1045.00 

188 

742.50 

263 

825.00 

335 

467.50 

416 

770.00 

489 

770.00 

1028 

330.00 

47 

1320.00 

117 

550.00 

189 

1650.00 

264 

467.50 

337 

313.50 

417 

6050.00 

490 

676.50 

1029 

440.00 

48 

550.00 

•  118 

2420.00 

190 

550.00 

265 

385.00 

338 

247.50 

418 

3960.00 

491 

467.50 

1030 

440.00 

49 

1045.00 

119 

192.50 

191 

1265.00 

266 

412.50 

339 

440.00 

419 

1430.00 

492 

605.00 

1031 

495.00 

50 

247.50 

120 

3300.00 

192 

605.00 

267 

1430.00 

340 

1650.00 

420 

1485.00 

493 

770.00 

1032 

412.50 

51 

825.00 

121 

2970.00 

193 

357.50 

268 

440.00 

341 

5500.00 

421 

935.00 

494 

357.50 

1033 

440.00 

52 

440.00 

122 

1210.00 

194 

3740.00 

269 

605.00 

342 

522.50 

422 

935.00 

495 

825.00 

1034 

302.50 

53 

467.50 

123 

990.00 

195 

1210.00 

270 

770.00 

343 

495.00 

423 

935.00 

496 

440.00 

1035 

605.00 

54 

440.00 

124 

1210.00 

196 

1760.00 

271 

440.00 

344 

385.00 

424 

825.00 

497 

473.00 

1036 

616.00 

55 

1 100.00 

125 

715.00 

197 

1320.00 

272 

330.00 

345 

357.50 

425 

1430.00 

498 

357.50 

1037 

1210.00 

56 

4180.00 

126 

302.50 

198 

412.50 

273 

121.00 

347 

412.50 

426 

440.00 

499 

1210.00 

1038 

341.00 

57 

1650.00 

127 

770.00 

201 

825.00 

274 

770.00 

348 

440.00 

427 

1980.00 

500 

522.50 

1039 

2860.00 

58 

467.50 

128 

440.00 

203 

825.00 

275 

2200.00 

350 

357.50 

428 

396.00 

501 

467.50 

1040 

308.00 

59 

220.00 

129 

467.50 

204 

990.00 

277 

550.00 

351 

748.00 

429 

2200.00 

502 

555.50 

1041 

247.50 

60 

264.00 

130 

2970.00 

205 

1045.00 

278 

1210.00 

352 

1045.00 

430 

3520.00 

503 

770.00 

1042 

1100.00 

61 

1320.00 

131 

2255.00 

206 

412.50 

279 

1485.00 

354 

1430.00 

431 

2200.00 

504 

385.00 

1043 

1320.00 

62 

550.00 

132 

1430.00 

207 

1210.00 

280 

550.00 

355 

9350.00 

432 

192.50 

505 

605.00 

1044 

385.00 

63 

220.00 

133 

6050.00 

208 

137.50 

281 

2310.00 

356 

605.00 

433 

3080.00 

506 

935.00 

1045 

247.50 

64 

880.00 

134 

632.50 

209 

357.50 

282 

605.00 

357 

467.50 

434 

605.00 

507 

825.00 

1047 

330.00 

65 

357.50 

135 

825.00 

210 

715.00 

283 

247.50 

358 

2420.00 

435 

990.00 

508 

3520.00 

1048 

275.00 

66 

935.00 

137 

935.00 

212 

770.00 

284 

1 1000.00 

359 

1540.00 

436 

770.00 

509 

357.50 

1049 

357.50 

67 

467.50 

138 

660.00 

213 

1210.00 

285 

440.00 

360 

522.50 

437 

357.50 

510 

550.00 

1050 

495.00 

68 

440.00 

139 

1045.00 

214 

143.00 

288 

440.00 

361 

357.50 

438 

770.00 

511 

825.00 

1051 

495.00 

69 

1375.00 

140 

715.00 

215 

264.00 

289 

467.50 

362 

825.00 

439 

1375.00 

512 

357.50 

1052 

330.00 

70 

2970.00 

141 

880.00 

216 

550.00 

290 

550.00 

363 

1375.00 

440 

1320.00 

513 

247.50 

1053 

357.50 

71 

1650.00 

142 

2640.00 

217 

990.00 

291 

467.50 

364 

357.50 

442 

1210.00 

514 

385.00 

1054 

357.50 

72 

770.00 

143 

825.00 

218 

467.50 

292 

935.00 

365 

467.50 

443 

990.00 

515 

275.00 

1055 

357.50 

73 

687.50 

144 

1870.00 

219 

220.00 

293 

418.00 

366 

440.00 

444 

7150.00 

517 

275.00 

1056 

440.00 

Auctions  by  Bowers 


and  Merena  •  Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

PRICES  REALIZED 

Tfie  Collections  of 

Edgar  M.  Rossi  & 

R.  Sloan  Wilson,  M.D. 

May  30-31,  1997 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

1252 

440.00 

1345 

357.50 

1447 

3740.00 

1554 

1072.50 

1651 

550.00 

2083 

1870.00 

2179 

825.00 

2275 

1265.00 

2381 

440.00 

2476 

660.00 

1253 

440.00 

1346 

550.00 

1448 

440.00 

1556 

533.50 

1652 

193.60 

2084 

1045.00 

2180 

1650.00 

2276 

605.00 

2382 

352.00 

2477 

385.00 

1254 

357.50 

1347 

412.50 

1449 

660.00 

1557 

522.50 

1653 

880.00 

2085 

5280.00 

2181 

1045.00 

2277 

1430.00 

2383 

880.00 

2478 

264.00 

1255 

330.00 

1348 

2860.00 

1450 

3300.00 

1558 

825.00 

1654 

451.00 

2086 

1045  00 

2182 

605.00 

2278 

660.00 

2384 

715.00 

2479 

693.00 

1256 

770.00 

1349 

357.50 

1451 

715.00 

1559 

770.00 

1655 

660.00 

2087 

495.00 

2183 

8525.00 

2279 

1045.00 

2385 

2421.10 

2480 

1430.00 

1257 

440.00 

1350 

302.50 

1452 

770.00 

1560 

275.00 

1657 

550.00 

2088 

1870.00 

2184 

1320.00 

2280 

1870.00 

2386 

1045.00 

2481 

203.50 

1258 

412.50 

1351 

313.50 

1453 

385.00 

1561 

2860.00 

1658 

770.00 

2089 

1100.00 

2185 

770.00 

2281 

2860.00 

2387 

330.00 

2482 

357.50 

1259 

440.00 

1352 

880.00 

1454 

1045.00 

1562 

1540.00 

1659 

286.00 

2090 

121 . 

2186 

2200.00 

2282 

2090.00 

2388 

341.00 

2483 

440.00 

1260 

385.00 

1353 

632.50 

1455 

247.50 

1563 

495.00 

1660 

1100.00 

2091 

1760.00 

2187 

660.00 

2283 

1870.00 

2389 

275.00 

2484 

1650.00 

1261 

357.50 

1354 

3740.00 

1456 

1980.00 

1564 

385.00 

1661 

357.50 

2092 

2420.00 

2188 

550.00 

2284 

1430.00 

2391 

462.00 

2485 

1100.00 

1262 

495.00 

1356 

1430.00 

1457 

2090.00 

1565 

1265.00 

1662 

302.50 

2093 

2860.00 

2189 

1705.00 

2285 

605.00 

2392 

313.50 

2486 

440.00 

1263 

412.50 

1357 

495.00 

1458 

3960.00 

1567 

357.50 

1663 

247.50 

2094 

2860.00 

2190 

605.00 

2286 

2640.00 

2393 

451.00 

2487 

302.50 

1264 

385.00 

1358 

1760.00 

1459 

4840.00 

1568 

275.00 

1664 

4950.00 

2095 

660.00 

2191 

2310.00 

2287 

357.50 

2394 

522.50 

2488 

770.00 

1265 

275.00 

1359 

275.00 

1460 

242.00 

1569 

412.50 

2001 

2200.00 

2096 

605.00 

2192 

522.50 

2288 

4620.00 

2395 

302.50 

2489 

187.00 

1266 

1760.00 

1360 

825.00 

1462 

1430.00 

1570 

825.00 

2002 

1045.00 

2097 

852.50 

2193 

880.00 

2289 

1100.00 

2396 

4070.00 

2490 

330.00 

1267 

385.00 

1362 

440.00 

1463 

550.00 

1571 

385.00 

2003 

1540.00 

2098 

1870.00 

2194 

3740.00 

2290 

1540.00 

2397 

660.00 

2491 

825.00 

1268 

495.00 

1363 

1320.00 

1464 

1320.00 

1572 

412.50 

2004 

2640.00 

2099 

825.00 

2195 

990.00 

2292 

715.00 

2398 

440.00 

2492 

165.00 

1269 

357.50 

1364 

440.00 

1465 

1320.00 

1573 

220.00 

2005 

1650.00 

2100 

605.00 

2196 

3520.00 

2293 

412.50 

2399 

880.00 

2493 

467.50 

1270 

1705.00 

1365 

550.00 

1466 

330.00 

1574 

1210.00 

2006 

1705.00 

2101 

4840.00 

2197 

1210.00 

2294 

412.50 

2401 

1760.00 

2494 

5280.00 

1271 

3960.00 

1366 

302.50 

1467 

638.00 

1575 

302.50 

2007 

2200.00 

2102 

522.50 

2198 

1430.00 

2295 

2200.00 

2402 

1650.00 

2495 

1045.00 

1272 

5060.00 

1367 

198.00 

1468 

2090.00 

1576 

2750.00 

2008 

1430.00 

2103 

852.50 

2199 

742.50 

2296 

660.00 

2403 

1045.00 

2496 

418.00 

1273 

770.00 

1368 

242.00 

1469 

1595.00 

1577 

412.50 

2009 

2475.00 

2104 

330.00 

2200 

660.00 

2297 

605.00 

2404 

660.00 

2497 

385.00 

1274 

357.50 

1369 

440.00 

1470 

357.50 

1578 

1210.00 

2010 

1650.00 

2105 

495.00 

2201 

1925.00 

2298 

1320.00 

2405 

495.00 

2498 

357.50 

1275 

1650.00 

1370 

412.50 

1471 

440.00 

1579 

770.00 

2011 

2200.00 

2106 

605.00 

2202 

660.00 

2299 

522.50 

2406 

632.50 

2499 

385.00 

1276 

1155.00 

1371 

357.50 

1472 

3740.00 

1580 

825.00 

2012 

4070.00 

2107 

880.00 

2203 

687.50 

2300 

330.00 

2407 

605.00 

2500 

1237.50 

1277 

632.50 

1372 

275.00 

1473 

330.00 

1581 

660.00 

2013 

1045.00 

2108 

1045.00 

2204 

1100.00 

2301 

467.50 

2408 

660.00 

2501 

374.00 

1278 

357.50 

1374 

467.50 

1474 

1430.00 

1582 

357.50 

2015 

3960.00 

2109 

302.50 

2205 

990.00 

2304 

6050.00 

2409 

770.00 

2502 

880.00 

1279 

495.00 

1375 

506.00 

1475 

1650.00 

1583 

7425.00 

2016 

4400.00 

2110 

4840.00 

2206 

1430.00 

2306 

825.00 

2410 

880.00 

2503 

825.00 

1280 

357.50 

1376 

110.00 

1476 

308.00 

1584 

412.50 

2017 

220.00 

2111 

1705.00 

2207 

16500.00 

2307 

247.50 

2411 

418.00 

2504 

412.50 

1281 

330.00 

1377 

247.50 

1477 

852.50 

1585 

2530.00 

2018 

220.00 

2112 

2310.00 

2208 

2640.00 

2308 

1430.00 

2412 

412.50 

2505 

990.00 

1282 

605.00 

1379 

770.00 

1478 

715.00 

1586 

1870.00 

2019 

220.00 

2113 

4840.00 

2209 

1980.00 

2309 

1430.00 

2413 

3740.00 

2506 

990.00 

1283 

302.50 

1380 

247.50 

1481 

467.50 

1587 

1430.00 

2020 

220.00 

2114 

4840.00 

2211 

7150.00 

2311 

12650.00 

2414 

605.00 

2508 

495.00 

1284 

286.00 

1381 

385.00 

1482 

825.00 

1588 

467.50 

2021 

220.00 

2115 

3190.00 

2212 

3080.00 

2312 

605.00 

2415 

935.00 

2509 

385.00 

1285 

357.50 

1382 

1210.00 

1483 

605.00 

1589 

1430.00 

2022 

220.00 

2117 

990.00 

2213 

1045.00 

2313 

1540.00 

2416 

18700.00 

2510 

247.50 

1286 

385.00 

1383 

220.00 

1484 

962.50 

1590 

522.50 

2023 

3740.00 

2118 

660.00 

2214 

825.00 

2314 

880.00 

2417 

2640.00 

2511 

440.00 

1287 

330.00 

1384 

3300.00 

1485 

550.00 

1591 

1210.00 

2024 

1980.00 

2119 

605.00 

2215 

660.00 

2315 

990.00 

2418 

770.00 

2512 

1430.00 

1288 

302.50 

1385 

1100.00 

1486 

1210.00 

1592 

770.00 

2025 

330.00 

2120 

1870.00 

2216 

880.00 

2316 

935.00 

2419 

550.00 

2513 

935.00 

1289 

286.00 

1386 

2200.00 

1487 

385.00 

1593 

825.00 

2026 

1045.00 

2121 

3300.00 

2217 

660.00 

2317 

440.00 

2420 

495.00 

2514 

390.50 

1290 

308.00 

1387 

1100.00 

1490 

231.00 

1594 

4070.00 

2027 

550.00 

2122 

3740.00 

2218 

550.00 

2318 

4070.00 

2421 

440.00 

2515 

385.00 

1291 

1650.00 

1389 

1045.00 

1491 

192.50 

1595 

880.00 

2028 

467.50 

2124 

605.00 

2219 

467.50 

2319 

1100.00 

2422 

484.00 

2516 

687.50 

1292 

1870.00 

1390 

2420.00 

1492 

231.00 

1596 

880.00 

2029 

1210.00 

2125 

1650.00 

2220 

577.50 

2320 

990.00 

2423 

385.00 

2517 

5280.00 

1293 

440.00 

1391 

1980.00 

1493 

990.00 

1597 

1650.00 

2030 

825.00 

2126 

1320.00 

2221 

6600.00 

2321 

1485.00 

2424 

423.50 

2518 

1760.00 

1294 

440.00 

1392 

2200.00 

1495 

330.00 

1598 

2420.00 

2031 

605.00 

2127 

1 100.00 

2222 

1210.00 

2322 

247.50 

2425 

19800.00 

2519 

880.00 

1295 

308.00 

1393 

693.00 

1496 

330.00 

1599 

2695.00 

2032 

3740.00 

2128 

715.00 

2223 

16500.00 

2323 

1870.00 

2426 

6820.00 

2520 

1540.00 

1296 

330.00 

1394 

825.00 

1497 

1100.00 

1600 

8250.00 

2033 

990.00 

2129 

1540.00 

2224 

1650.00 

2326 

5060.00 

2427 

3520.00 

2521 

2750.00 

1297 

330.00 

1396 

1017.50 

1498 

286.00 

1601 

3960.00 

2034 

2090.00 

2130 

253.00 

2225 

605.00 

2327 

2200.00 

2428 

605.00 

2522 

440.00 

1298 

368.50 

1397 

693.00 

1499 

3740.00 

1602 

1 100.00 

2035 

495.00 

2131 

1155.00 

2226 

880.00 

2328 

18700.00 

2429 

550.00 

2523 

385.00 

1299 

330.00 

1398 

660.00 

1500 

935.00 

1603 

770.00 

2036 

605.00 

2132 

770.00 

2227 

880.00 

2329 

5060.00 

2430 

522.50 

2524 

302.50 

1300 

1540.00 

1399 

1320.00 

1501 

3080.00 

1604 

467.50 

2037 

275.00 

2133 

880.00 

2228 

770.00 

2330 

3520.00 

2431 

1430.00 

2525 

770.00 

1301 

1100.00 

1400 

1210.00 

1502 

715.00 

1605 

1430.00 

2038 

522.50 

2135 

632.50 

2229 

660.00 

2331 

2530.00 

2432 

495.00 

2526 

605.00 

1302 

770.00 

1401 

2310.00 

1503 

907.50 

1606 

1045.00 

2039 

385.00 

2136 

275.00 

2230 

1265.00 

2332 

1760.00 

2433 

467.50 

2527 

1760.00 

1303 

550.00 

1402 

1430.00 

1504 

1265.00 

1607 

770.00 

2040 

1650.00 

2137 

605.00 

2231 

935.00 

2333 

1760.00 

2434 

2530.00 

2528 

495.00 

1304 

1540.00 

1403 

715.00 

1506 

2750.00 

1608 

522.50 

2041 

1430.00 

2138 

522.50 

2232 

880.00 

2334 

1100.00 

2435 

715.00 

2529 

412.50 

1305 

412.50 

1404 

770.00 

1507 

3740.00 

1609 

412.50 

2042 

880.00 

2139 

2640.00 

2233 

1430.00 

2335 

385.00 

2436 

605.00 

2530 

627.00 

1306 

242.00 

1405 

990.00 

1508 

577.50 

1610 

385.00 

2043 

1760.00 

2140 

605.00 

2234 

990.00 

2336 

1 100.00 

2437 

440.00 

2531 

880.00 

1307 

330.00 

1406 

550.00 

1509 

1100.00 

1611 

1375.00 

2044 

962.50 

2141 

341.00 

2235 

1210.00 

2338 

550.00 

2438 

440.00 

2533 

275.00 

1308 

275.00 

1407 

1375.00 

1510 

770.00 

1612 

313.50 

2045 

1540.00 

2142 

1870.00 

2236 

2200.00 

2339 

660.00 

2439 

715.00 

2534 

363.00 

1309 

338.80 

1408 

467.50 

1511 

385.00 

1613 

192.50 

2047 

451.00 

2143 

935.00 

2237 

1430.00 

2341 

1100.00 

2440 

528.00 

2536 

2200.00 

1310 

308.00 

1409 

467.50 

1512 

2860.00 

1614 

1045.00 

2048 

665.50 

2144 

660.00 

2238 

715.00 

2342 

1210.00 

2441 

550.00 

2537 

1375.00 

1311 

1760.00 

1410 

660.00 

1514 

880.00 

1615 

660.00 

2049 

605.00 

2145 

3630.00 

2239 

1320.00 

2343 

1980.00 

2442 

990.00 

2538 

1760.00 

1312 

346.50 

1411 

825.00 

1516 

770.00 

1616 

467.50 

2050 

715.00 

2146 

330.00 

2240 

1320.00 

2344 

550.00 

2443 

528.00 

2539 

1320.00 

1313 

286.00 

1412 

550.00 

1517 

2640.00 

1617 

660.00 

2051 

715.00 

2147 

374.00 

2241 

1980.00 

2345 

1430.00 

2444 

467.50 

2540 

1265.00 

1314 

275.00 

1413 

467.50 

1518 

4950.00 

1618 

357.50 

2052 

13200.00 

2148 

1430.00 

2242 

605.00 

2346 

2090.00 

2445 

715.00 

2541 

1320.00 

1315 

247.50 

1414 

660.00 

1519 

5060.00 

1619 

880.00 

2053 

742.50 

2149 

935.00 

2243 

1210.00 

2347 

1210.00 

2446 

522.50 

2542 

880.00 

1316 

660.00 

1415 

1210.00 

1520 

632.50 

1620 

385.00 

2054 

192.50 

2150 

605.00 

2244 

467.50 

2348 

907.50 

2447 

522.50 

2543 

1210.00 

1317 

357.50 

1416 

550.00 

1521 

1045.00 

1621 

1980.00 

2055 

1045.00 

2151 

660.00 

2245 

247.50 

2349 

770.00 

2448 

522.50 

2544 

1265.00 

1318 

412.50 

1417 

715.00 

1522 

550.00 

1622 

990.00 

2056 

1072.50 

2152 

550.00 

2246 

605.00 

2350 

550.00 

2449 

522.50 

2545 

473.00 

1319 

412.50 

1418 

577.50 

1524 

176.00 

1623 

1210.00 

2057 

10120.00 

2153 

577.50 

2248 

467.50 

2351 

715.00 

2450 

770.00 

2546 

4180.00 

1320 

357.50 

1419 

495.00 

1526 

302.50 

1624 

1210.00 

2058 

605.00 

2154 

495.00 

2249 

880.00 

2352 

2365.00 

2451 

577.50 

2547 

2310.00 

1321 

357.50 

1420 

550.00 

1527 

220.00 

1625 

770.00 

2059 

907.50 

2155 

522.50 

2250 

990.00 

2353 

1485.00 

2452 

467.50 

2548 

990.00 

1322 

357.50 

1421 

5610.00 

1529 

825.00 

1626 

1265.00 

2060 

1980.00 

2156 

374.00 

2251 

8250.00 

2354 

742.50 

2453 

495.00 

2549 

1628.00 

1323 

440.00 

1422 

3300.00 

1530 

1430.00 

1627 

357.50 

2061 

880.00 

2157 

302.50 

2252 

660.00 

2355 

1430.00 

2454 

495.00 

2550 

462.00 

1324 

330.00 

1423 

2695.00 

1531 

880.00 

1628 

1870.00 

2062 

22000.00 

2158 

1540.00 

2253 

825.00 

2356 

1210.00 

2455 

660.00 

2551 

1650.00 

1325 

247.50 

1424 

1430.00 

1533 

1540.00 

1629 

605.00 

2063 

2310.00 

2159 

770.00 

2254 

880.00 

2357 

880.00 

2456 

522.50 

2552 

1430.00 

1326 

247.50 

1425 

1  100.00 

1534 

1320.00 

1630 

770.00 

2064 

825.00 

2160 

660.00 

2255 

1210.00 

2358 

3410.00 

2457 

990.00 

2554 

605.00 

1327 

550.00 

1426 

1001.00 

1535 

880.00 

1631 

2530.00 

2065 

7150.00 

2161 

5720.00 

2256 

990.00 

2359 

412.50 

2458 

1540.00 

2555 

1430.00 

1328 

357.50 

1428 

357.50 

1536 

825.00 

1633 

77.00 

2066 

2530.00 

2162 

880.00 

2257 

550.00 

2360 

715.00 

2459 

990.00 

2556 

1100.00 

1329 

357.50 

1430 

1100.00 

1537 

852.50 

1634 

440.00 

2067 

495.00 

2163 

605.00 

2258 

797.50 

2361 

1210.00 

2460 

1815.00 

2557 

1540.00 

1330 

302.50 

1432 

935.00 

1538 

935.00 

1635 

660.00 

2068 

275.00 

2164 

1430.00 

2259 

2860.00 

2362 

605.00 

2461 

3740.00 

2558 

1320.00 

1331 

247.50 

1433 

1540.00 

1539 

825.00 

1636 

330.00 

2069 

451.00 

2165 

1650.00 

2260 

715.00 

2363 

638.00 

2462 

990.00 

2559 

605.00 

1332 

357.50 

1434 

1760.00 

1540 

4070.00 

1637 

522.50 

2070 

412.50 

2166 

2530.00 

2261 

522.50 

2365 

412.50 

2463 

935.00 

2560 

3520.00 

1333 

302.50 

1435 

880.00 

1541 

605.00 

1638 

1210.00 

2071 

1320.00 

2167 

467.50 

2262 

550.00 

2369 

2090.00 

2464 

715(H) 

2561 

495.00 

1334 

302.50 

1436 

440.00 

1542 

522.50 

1639 

715.00 

2072 

715.00 

2168 

577.50 

2263 

577.50 

2370 

1045.00 

2465 

484.00 

2562 

1320(H) 

1335 

330  00 

1437 

2530.00 

1543 

302.50 

1640 

2200.00 

2073 

2090.00 

2169 

522.50 

2265 

825.00 

2371 

2.310.00 

2466 

176.00 

2563 

660  00 

1336 

495.00 

1438 

46750 

1545 

935.00 

1641 

880.00 

2074 

880.00 

2170 

385.00 

2266 

495.00 

2372 

1045  00 

2467 

467.50 

2564 

770(H) 

1.337 

368  50 

1439 

825.00 

1546 

715.00 

1642 

1870.00 

2075 

935.00 

2171 

1045.00 

2267 

2090.00 

2373 

880.00 

2468 

330.00 

2565 

330.00 

1338 

660.00 

1440 

473.00 

1547 

577.50 

1643 

1045.00 

2076 

308.00 

2172 

605.00 

2268 

935.00 

2374 

440.00 

2469 

440,00 

2566 

1430.00 

1339 

522.50 

1441 

4400  00 

1548 

495.00 

1644 

1045.00 

2077 

3190.00 

2173 

825.00 

2269 

880.00 

2375 

1540.00 

2470 

286(H) 

2567 

1 155.00 

1340 

467.50 

1442 

1980.00 

1549 

1540.00 

1645 

1100.00 

2078 

1430.00 

2174 

1045.00 

2270 

825.00 

2376 

3080.00 

2471 

412.50 

2568 

522.50 

1341 

605  00 

1443 

2090.00 

1550 

2970.00 

1646 

605.00 

2079 

550.00 

2175 

495.00 

2271 

1980.00 

2377 

1485.00 

2472 

522.50 

2569 

357  10 

1.342 

440.00 

1444 

1870.00 

1551 

1430.00 

1647 

275.00 

2080 

1650.00 

2176 

522.50 

2272 

4290.00 

2378 

112.50 

2473 

770.IH) 

2570 

605  00 

1343 

385.00 

1445 

660  00 

1552 

4840  00 

1648 

495.00 

2081 

74250 

2177 

495.00 

2273 

550.00 

2379 

385  00 

2474 

605(H) 

2571 

550(H) 

1344 

357  50 

1446 

1320  00 

1553 

495  00 

1650 

71500 

2082 

495.00 

2178 

522.50 

2274 

1320.00 

2380 

550.00 

2475 

484  (H) 

Price*  realized  include  the  10%  buyer*  fee — Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 
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Edgar  M.  Rossi  & 
R.  Sloan  Wilson,  M.D. 

May  30-31, 1997  -  Los  Angeles,  CA 


Gem  MS-66 1907  Indian  $10 
Lot  2368 


Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 


About  the  Cover 


A  beautiful  selection  of  coins  from  the  present  sale. 


Photographs  by  Doug  Plasencia 


Copyright  ®1997  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved. 


This  sale  is  beingconducted  incompliance  with  the  State  of  California  Commercial  and  Civil  Code. 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena:  Bond  #018799518 -John  Babalis:  Bond  #018703811 
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The  Collections  of  Edgar  M.  Rossi  &  R.  Sloan  Wilson,  M.D. 


Rowers  and  merena 

AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


JULY  28. 1997 

New  York  City,  NY 

Now  accepting  consignments! 

SEPTEMBER  22-24. 1997 

New  York  City,  NY 

Now  accepting  consignments! 


NOVEMBER  13-14.  1997 


Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

March  5-7. 1998 


Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 


MAY  29-30. 1998 

Los  Angeles,  CA 

Now  accepting  consignments! 

August  3. 1998 

Portland,  OR 
The  Rarities  Sale 
Now  accepting  consignments! 


PLUS: 

Many  more  sales  in  1998  and  onward! 


AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 

Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

Toll-free  (800)  458-4646  ♦  In  NH:  569-5095  ♦  Fax:(603)569-5319 
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Sessions 


Renaissance  Ballroom  TV  and  V 


Friday  Afternoon,  may  30 

12:00  PM  Sharp 

Colonial  and  United  States  Coins:  Lots  1-535 

Friday  Evening,  may  30 

6:00  PM  Sharp 

United  States  Coins:  Lots  1001-1646  . 

Canadian  Coins:  Lots  1647-1660 
Numismatic  Americana:  Lots  1661-1664 

Saturday  morning,  may  31 

10:00  AM  Sharp 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  Lots  2001-2456 
Territorial  Gold  Coins:  Lots  2457-2461 
California  Small  Denomination  Gold:  Lots  2462-2473 
United  States  Commemorative  Coins:  Lots  2474-2571 


LOCATION 

Renaissance  Ballroom  IV  and  V,  Los  Angeles  Renaissance  Hotel,  9620  Airport  Blvd.,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90045;  Telephone:  (310)  337-2800 

When  making  your  room  reservations,  please  ask  for  the  special  Bowers  and  Merena  rate. 


AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 

Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

Toll-free  (800)  458-4646  ♦  In  NH:  569-5095  ♦  Fax:(603)569-5319 
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Jbl  VIEWING 

International  Room  A  &  B 

Wednesday.  May  28 

11:00  AM -7:00  PM 

THURSDAY.  MAY  29 

9:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  ♦  2:00  PM  -  7:00  PM 

FRIDAY.  MAY  30 

9:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  ♦  2:00  PM  -  4:30  PM 

Jot  pick-up 

International  Room  A  &  B 

Saturday,  may  31 

9:00  AM  -  10:30  AM 

and  approximately  30  minutes  after  the  sale. 


helpful  Suggestions  &  information: 

We  strongly  recommend  that  our  clients  who  intend  to  view  a  large  portion 
of  the  sale,  plan  to  do  so  as  early  in  the  lot  viewing  schedule  as  possible. 


Auction  Sessions:  The  sale  will  be  held  in  the  Renaissance  Ballroom  IV  and  V,  at 
the  Los  Angeles  Renaissance  Hotel,  9620  Airport  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90045 

Prices  Realized:  For  prices  realized  after  the  sale,  call  (603)  569-5095,  Ex¬ 
tension  98.  Limit:  10  lots  per  caller. 
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The  bowers  and 

MERENA  ORGANIZATION 


Chairman  of  the  Board ,  Q.  David  Bowers 
President ,  Raymond  N.  Merena 


Auction  Department 

Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.,  Director 

Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  Professional  Numismatist 

Tricia  Toepper,  Auction  Coordinator 

Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatic  Associate 

Dr.  Paul  Rynearson,  Numismatic  Consultant 


Research  department 

Mark  Borckardt 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Raymond  N.  Merena 
Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 


LICENSED  AUCTIONEERS 


John  S.  Babalis 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Raymond  N.  Merena 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries ,  Inc. 

Cataloguing  and  certain  other  services  were  provided  by 
special  arrangement  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Administration 

John  S.  Babalis,  Manager 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara 
Donna  A.  Badeau 
Carolyn  Craigue 
Maggie  Ketder 
Rosalie  Minnerly 
Mark  Merena 
Deborah  McDonald 

Direct  Sales  Department 

Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist 
Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  Director 
Gail  Watson,  Sales  Director 

Financial  Department 

Donald  H.  Snyder,  C.P.A.,  Controller 
Laurel  A.  Morrill 
Natalie  Smith 


Appreciation  is  extended  to  the  following  for  the  preparation  of 
this  catalogue: 

The  present  catalogue  descriptions  are  by  Andrew  Pollock 
III,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  and  Mark 
Borckardt,  coordinated  by  Richard  A.  Bagg  and  T ricia  Toepper. 

Catalogue  production  and  typography  represents  the  work 
of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Graphics  Department,  including: 
Jennifer  Meers,  Robin  Edgerly,  and  Roberta  French.  Photog¬ 
raphy  is  by  Doug  Plasencia. 


All  illustrations  are  of  the  actual  items  being  sold. 


PUBLICATIONS  DEPARTMENT 

John  Babalis 
Mary  Tocci 

Graphics  department 

Jennifer  Meers,  Manager 
Robin  Edgerly 
Roberta  French 

Photography  Department 

Doug  Plasencia,  Manager 


AUCTIONS  BY 

BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 

Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Phone:(603)569-5095  ♦  Fax:(603)569-5319 
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Expanded  personal  service 

FOR  OUR  MAIL  BIDDERS 


You  can  improve  your  chances  of  being  a 
winning  bidder  in  this  auction  sale!  Take 
advantage  of  our  Maximum  Expenditure 
service— bid  on  lots  totaling  up  to  eight  times  the 
amount  you  wish  to  spend  ($1,000  min.),  or  use 


our  One  Lot  Only  service  and  bid  on  up  to  five  lots 
and  be  assured  of  getting  no  more  than  one— or 
use  both  features  together.  Please  see  points  15 
and  16  in  the  Terms  of  Sale. 


Fax  us  your  bid 
sheet  (any  time,  24 
hours  a  day).  Our  di¬ 
rect  fax  number  is 

(603)569-5319. 


Bid  Sheet 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(603)  569-5095 

Fax  your  bids  24  hours  a  day!  Our  fax  number  is  1-605-569-5319!  Be 
sure  to  follow  up  your  fax  or  phone  bids  with  written  confirmation. 


IMPORTANT!  PLEASE  READ  TERMS  OF  SALE  BEFORE  BIDDING. 


Gentlemen: 

Here  are  my  bids  for  your  MAY  1997  ROSSI  &  WILSON  COLLECTIONS  Auction  Sale.  I  have  read  the  Terms  of  Sale  (printed  in  the  catalogue)  and  agree  to 
them.  I  am  of  legal  age.  I  understand  that  my  bids  are  per  lot.  I  agree  to  pay  promptly  upon  receipt  of  your  invoice,  including  postage  and  insurance  costs. 


ATTACH  MAILING  LABEL  OR  PRINT  CLEARLY 
Customer  * 


John  ^OU)  _ r ,  — - 

/Z3  PleasunJ-  ^jrtc'b 


Street  or  P.O.  Box 


City 


AtUfhvQr l 


CA  ap 


Daytime  Telephone 


(hj)S5 


Signature  (bid  sheet  MUST  be  signed) 

□  PLEASE  CHECK  IF  THIS  IS  A  CONF1 

A  10%  buyer’s  premium  will  be  added  t^| 


ITION  < 
successful  bids. 


UBMITTED  BY  PHONE  OR  FAX. 


If  you  are  using  the  One  Lot  Only  option,  please  use  the  narrow  column  to  group  the  lots  with  a  bracket:  ( 


Deposit  on  Sale 


SPECIAL  SERVICES 


Maximum  Expenditure 

l(if  0  0  0 


Please  increase  my  bids 
10%  □  20%  □  30%  □ 
if  necessary  to  obtain  lots. 


LOT 

BID 

OFFICE 

USE  ONLY 

i 

LOT 

BID 

OFFICE 

USE  ONLY 

LOT 

BID 

OFFICE 

USE  ONLY 

/ 

3oo 

L  7 

/3 

oo 

12/1 

TOO 

tw 

31 $ 

J.ZIS 

\7S 

Vo 

iifiO 

atFOC 

100 

LSll 

2.50 

107 

(,0 

/  to 

toe 

1/03 

oo 

flf00 

nyf 

moo 

ioo 

IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  FOR  NEW  BIDDERS 

The  following  information  must  be  supplied  to  us  before  your  bids  can  be  executed.  Bidders  who  are  not  known  to  us  must  send  a  deposit  of 
25%  of  their  bids.  The  deposit  will  be  credited  toward  lots  purchased  and  any  balance  will  be  refunded  within  10  working  days  after  the  sale. 
Have  you  done  business  before  with  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.?  □  Yes  Xp» 

A To 


Are  you  a  dealer? 
Other 


Do  you  have  a  resale  number  on  file  with  us? 


m  y  ^  ~ v  ■ '  ■  •  '  iiuiinf,  ■  ill,  "Hi,  U9> 

deahrs  with  whom  you  have  done  business:  A/ CLft  L  0 j /  -LTJX 

WAtAntOj^.  /JHvyvs  XkC- 


Bank  references: 


rtf  > 
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FOR  BEST 
ATTENTION: 

please  submit  mail  and  fax 
bids  by: 

NOON,  THURSDAY, 
May  29,  1997 


IThis  is  a  public  auction  sale  conducted  by  licensed  and 
bonded  auctioneers.  All  bids  are  to  be  per  lot.  No  lots 
will  be  broken.  Lots  will  be  sold  in  numerical  sequence 
unless  the  auctioneer  otherwise  directs.  In  the  event  of 
identical  bids  on  the  same  lot,  the  lot  will  be  awarded  to  the 
first  bid  received.  In  the  event  of  a  dispute  during  the  floor 
bidding,  the  auctioneer’s  decision  to  award  the  lot  to  a  bid¬ 
der  will  be  final.  The  auctioneer,  at  his  sole  discretion,  may 
reopen  any  lot  or  put  the  lot  up  for  sale  again. 

A  buyer’s  charge  of  10%  on  each  individual  lot  will 
be  added  to  all  successful  bids,  which  sum  will  be  the 
purchase  price.  This  buyer’s  charge  will  be  added  to 
all  invoices,  without  exception.  (Under  the  present  arrange¬ 
ment,  we  normally  charge  a  fee  to  the  seller,  plus  a  buyer’s 
charge  to  the  purchaser.) 

All  sales  are  strictly  for  cash  in  United  States  funds.  All 
remittances  must  be  drawn  on  United  States  banks. 
Invoices  must  be  paid  for  promptly  upon  receipt  in 
good  U.S.  funds.  No  credit  cards  will  be  accepted  for  auc¬ 
tion  purchases  or  deposits.  Shipping,  handling,  postage, 
private  and/or  postal  insurance,  and  registration  charges 
will  be  added  for  lots  delivered  by  mail.  All  bidders  not  fur¬ 
nishing  applicable  resale  permits  will  be  responsible  for  sales 
tax  as  required  to  be  collected  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
and/or  other  entity  in  which  the  sale  is  conducted.  By  bid¬ 
ding  in  the  sale,  a  successful  bidder  agrees  to  be  liable  for 
any  tax  liabilities  which  may  accrue  by  virtue  of  the  purchase. 

4  All  lots  must  be  paid  in  full  prior  to  delivery,  unless 
credit  arrangements  for  this  sale  have  been  specifically 
agreed  to  in  writing  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena,  Inc.  (subsequently  referred  to  as  Bowers  and  Merena 
in  the  present  Terms  of  Sale).  Previously  established  lines 
of  credit,  at  the  sole  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  may  not 
be  honored.  Please  contact  our  Accounting  Department  in 
advance  if  you  have  any  questions  regarding  your  purchas¬ 
ing  plans.  At  the  sole  discretion  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  we 
reserve  the  right  to  deny  participation  in  any  auction  if 
there  have  been,  in  our  opinion,  credit  problems,  unreason¬ 
able  returns,  delays  in  payment,  or  any  other  problems  in 
past  or  current  sales.  On  any  account  not  paid  within  the 
prescribed  terms  of  this  sale,  Bowers  and  Merena  reserves 
the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose  periodic  finance 
charges  at  the  rate  of  1.5%  per  month  (18%  per  annum)  on 
the  unpaid  balance,  which  charges  shall  continue  to  accrue 
until  fully  paid.  On  any  sums  unpaid,  if  the  account  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  an  attorney  for  collection,  the  buyer  agrees  to  pay 
all  costs,  including  attorneys’  fees,  with  interest  accruing  on 
the  balance,  until  fully  paid,  at  the  specified  rate. 

Bidders  not  known  to  us  must  furnish  references 
satisfactory  to  Bowers  and  Merena  and/or  deposit  a 
sum  equal  to  25%  of  the  bids  submitted.  This  sum  will 
be  applied  to  successful  bids  with  the  overage  refunded 
within  10  days  of  the  sale  date.  Any  difference  will  be  billed. 


We  reserve  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full  by  all  bid¬ 
ders,  prior  to  the  delivery  of  lots,  even  if  satisfactory 
references  or  credit  have  been  established. 

6  Title  does  not  pass  until  lots  are  paid  for  in  full.  It  is 
the  responsibility  and  obligation  of  the  buyer  to  main¬ 
tain  insurance  on  any  coins  in  his  possession.  Risk  of 
loss  is  on  the  buyer.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bidder 
agrees  to  permit  Bowers  and  Merena  to  file  any  financing 
statement  permitted  under  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code 
without  debtor’s  signature  and  to  offset  any  accounts  due, 
whether  now  or  in  the  future,  against  funds  or  collateral  in 
their  possession.  The  buyer  agrees  not  to  sell,  pledge,  or  hy¬ 
pothecate  these  auction  purchases  until  paid  for  in  full.  Any 
person  submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a  corporation  or  any 
other  entity  agrees  to  be  personally  responsible  for  the 
transaction. 

7  No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted.  No  bids 
will  be  accepted  from  minors.  The  auctioneer 
and/or  Bowers  and  Merena  reserve  the  right  to  open 
a  lot  at  a  reasonable  price,  to  set  bidding  increments  as  they 
shall  determine,  and  to  refuse  any  bid  which  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  auctioneer  or  Bowers  and  Merena  is  believed 
not  to  be  made  in  good  faith  or  does  not  qualify  by  reason 
of  credit,  or  otherwise.  Bowers  and  Merena  may  open  bid¬ 
ding  on  any  lot  by  placing  a  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller. 
Bowers  and  Merena  may  further  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller, 
up  to  the  amount  of  the  reserve,  by  placing  successive  or 
consecutive  bids  for  a  lot,  or  by  placing  bids  in  response  to 
other  bidders.  Any  estimates  of  value  which  appear  in  this 
catalogue  are  an  opinion,  based  on  price  lists,  catalogues, 
and  other  information,  as  to  what  the  lot  may  realize  (ex¬ 
cluding  the  10%  buyer’s  charge).  At  the  sale,  higher  or 
lower  prices  may  prevail.  In  any  event,  in  the  case  of  a  re¬ 
serve,  the  reserve  will  not  exceed  the  high  published 
estimate.  As  the  catalogue  is  prepared  considerably  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  sale  date,  estimates  are  subject  to  change.  Any 
change  in  the  reserve  outside  of  the  guidelines  noted  will 
be  announced  at  the  sale. 

8  All  items  are  guaranteed  genuine.  Any  claim  to  the 
contrary  must  be  made  in  writing  within  30  days  of 
the  sale  date.  If  notified  within  that  time,  we  will 
grant  an  extension  to  the  buyer  so  that  the  question  of  au¬ 
thenticity  can  be  resolved.  In  no  event  will  we  be 
responsible  for  any  authentication  fees  or  other  charges  in¬ 
curred  by  the  buyers,  unless  a  lot  is  proven  to  be  not 
genuine,  in  which  instance  we  will  pay  the  actual  charges  in¬ 
curred,  as  supported  by  invoices,  up  to  a  maximum  of  $50. 

We  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  in  bidding. 
Please  check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  Please  bid  in 
even  dollar  increments.  All  bids  not  in  even  dollar 
amounts,  including  those  increased  by  10%  to  20%  (see 
our  special  service  on  the  bid  sheet),  will  be  rounded  off 
to  the  lower  whole  dollar  amount.  We  request  that  all  bid 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


11 


The  Collections  of  Edgar  M.  Rossi  6/  R.  Sloan  Wilson,  M.D. 


IMPORTANT 

NOTICE: 

In  most  instances  modern 
U.S.  and  foreign  Proof  and 
Uncirculated  collector  sets 
in  the  original  mint  packag¬ 
ing  will  not  be  brought  to 
the  auction  site  but  will  be 
available  at  our  offices  in 
New  Hampshire  for  inspec¬ 
tion. 


FLOOR  BIDDER 

Registration 

will  begin  30  minutes  before 
the  session  at  the  entrance  to 
the  auction  room. 


New  Bidders 

If  you  have  not  participated 
with  us  before,  be  sure  to 
send  your  credit  informa¬ 
tion:  Attn:  Don  Snyder,  at 
least  10  days  before  the  auc¬ 
tion.  There  is  very  little 
time,  if  any,  to  review  this 
information  during  the 
auction. 


sheets  be  signed,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to  not  enter 
bids  on  any  sheet  that  has  not  been  signed.  Realizing  that 
certain  bids  may  be  submitted  by  fax,  telegram,  or  other 
means  without  a  signature,  we  note  that  in  any  event,  bid¬ 
ding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes  acceptance  by  the 
bidder  of  all  of  the  Terms  of  Sale. 

Auction  sales  are  not  approval  sales.  Any  lot 
may  be  examined  before  bidding.  No  lot  may  be 
returned  by  a  mail  bidder  without  the  advance 
written  permission  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  Any  such  re¬ 
quests  must  be  made  within  three  days  of  the  receipt  of 
the  coins;  in  no  event  can  such  a  request  be  received  by  us 
later  than  30  days  after  the  auction  date.  Any  lot  returned 
must  be  in  its  original  unopened  container  or  holder;  the 
removal  of  any  item  from  such  container  or  holder  ne¬ 
gates  the  return  privilege.  Any  late  remittance  for 
purchases  is  cause  for  Bowers  and  Merena  to  negate  this 
privilege. 

UNo  lots  may  be  returned  for  any  reason  by  floor 
buyers  (including  those  acting  as  agents  for  oth¬ 
ers).  In  addition,  no  lots  may  be  returned  by 
successful  mail  bidders  who  have  examined  the  lots  prior  to 
the  sale.  Exceptions  will  be  made  only  for  reasons  of  au¬ 
thenticity,  under  the  provisions  of  Term  No.  8.  The 
auctioneers  reserve  the  right  to  postpone  or  cancel  the  sale 
without  notice,  should  they  in  their  sole  discretion  deter¬ 
mine  that  such  action  is  warranted.  Any  lot  may  be 
withdrawn  without  notice  prior  to  the  sale.  Neither  the  auc¬ 
tioneer  nor  the  consignor  will  have  any  obligation  to  the 
intended  bidders  as  a  result  of  any  postponement,  cancella¬ 
tion,  or  withdrawal. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents 
the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of 
preservation  of  a  particular  coin  or  lot.  A  split 
grade,  such  as  Proof-63/65,  refers  to  a  coin  which  in  our 
opinion  has  a  Proof-63  obverse  and  Proof-65  reverse.  “Proof’ 
is  used  to  describe  a  method  of  manufacture  and  is  not  a 
grade  or  condition.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  other  numismatic  items, 
are  the  opinion  of  Bowers  and  Merena  and  are  not  an  attri¬ 
bution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied, 
including  the  warranty  of  merchantability,  is  made  with  re¬ 
spect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions,  which  can 
and  do  vary  among  experts;  nor  is  any  warranty  or  represen¬ 
tation  made  that  any  other  expert,  grading  service  or  other 
entity  will  grade  a  given  piece  the  same  as  we  do;  nor  is  any 
warranty  or  representation  made  that  a  coin  or  other  numis¬ 
matic  item  has  not  been  cleaned,  or  that  the  toning  of  any 
item  is  natural,  or  that  there  is  the  absence  of  any  other  de¬ 
fect  which  would  render  it  unsuitable  for  encapsulation  by 
any  grading  service  or  the  acceptance  by  a  third  party.  Refer¬ 
ences  to  population  reports  and  grading  service  census 
figures  are  as  of  the  cataloguing  time,  which  may  be  several 
months  prior  to  the  sale  date.  All  such  comments  are  subject 


to  revision;  consult  recent  data  issued  by  the  grading  ser¬ 
vices.  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  the  buyer  agrees  to  hold 
Bowers  and  Merena  harmless  for  any  numismadc  item 
graded  and  described  by  a  third  party  grading  service  and 
presented  as  any  lot  within  this  catalogue.  The  buyer  further 
acknowledges  that  the  opinion  of  Bowers  and  Merena  on  any 
such  item  may  be  different  than  that  described  by  a  grading 
service.  Further,  the  buyer  agrees  to  accept  the  grade,  attri¬ 
bution,  pedigree,  authenticity  or  any  other  designation  as 
described  by  a  grading  service.  In  general,  with  the  exception 
of  those  lots  described  by  a  grading  service,  descriptions  are 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  interpretation  of  standards  in  the 
Photograde  book,  with  the  addition  of  certain  intermediate 
grades,  such  as  MS-64  and  Proof-64,  as  determined  by  the 
opinion  of  our  staff.  Q.  David  Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder 
in  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS). 

BThis  paragraph  is  intended  to  be  part  of  all  lot 
descriptions  contained  in  this  catalogue.  Bowers 
and  Merena  act  as  agents  for  the  various  consign¬ 
ors.  For  this  reason,  no  claims  of  any  kind  can  be  considered 
after  the  setdements  have  been  made  with  the  consignors. 
Any  dispute  after  the  settlement  date  (45  days  following  the 
date  of  the  sale)  is  strictly  between  the  bidder  and  consignor 
without  involvement  or  responsibility  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
and/or  the  cataloguers.  Cash  advances  have  been  made  to 
some  consignors  in  anticipation  of  sale  proceeds.  Bowers 
and  Merena,  or  any  affiliated  person  or  company,  reserves 
the  right  to  consign  items  to  this  auction  sale,  and  to  partici¬ 
pate  as  a  bidder.  The  auctioneer,  consignors,  employees, 
assignees,  and  agents  for  Bowers  and  Merena  or  the  consign¬ 
ors  may  bid  for  his  or  her  own  account  at  any  auction  and 
may  have  information  not  otherwise  available  to  the  public 
regarding  reserves,  values  or  other  material  facts  relating  to 
the  articles  which  are  the  subject  of  the  auction.  When  an 
item  is  sold  to  the  book,  it  may  be  sold,  passed,  withdrawn, 
returned  to  the  owner  or  bought  in.  A  consignor  or  his  agent 
may  bid  on  any  lot  including  those  in  his  own  consignment. 
Certain  terms  pertaining  to  this  sale  and  consignments  to  it 
are  subject  to  negotiation.  In  the  event  of  a  typographical  er¬ 
ror  or  attribution  error,  the  cataloguer  reserves  the  right  to 
withdraw  any  item  from  the  sale  without  notice,  to  correct 
the  error  orally  at  the  sale,  or,  if  discovered  at  a  later  date,  to 
refund  the  buyer’s  money  without  further  obligation.  The 
maximum  obligation  of  Bowers  and  Merena  to  any  bidder 
shall  be  the  sum  paid  for  any  lot  in  dispute.  While  every  ef¬ 
fort  will  be  made  to  properly  enter  and  execute  bids 
received  by  mail  or  by  other  means,  Bowers  and  Merena 
assumes  no  liability  for  any  errors  in  this  regard  or  fail¬ 
ure  to  enter  bids. 

By  placing  a  bid  in  this  sale,  you  agree  that  this 
transaction  shall  be  construed  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
Any  dispute,  claim  or  controversy  (except  for  non-payment) 
shall  be  settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration  under  the 
rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 
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!  Important! 

♦  Credit  cards  will  not  be 
accepted  for  auction  depos- 
f  its  or  payments. 

♦  The  Prices  Realized  list 
I  will  be  published  approxi¬ 
mately  30  days  after  the 
1 1  auction. 


Inc.,  as  if  both  parties  to  the  dispute  were  members,  at 
Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  or  another  suitable  location  at 
the  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  In  the  event  of  non-pay¬ 
ment,  at  its  option,  Bowers  and  Merena  may  refer  the 
matter  to  the  PNG  arbitration  or  elect  to  proceed  judicially, 
in  which  case  the  buyer  consents  to  jurisdiction  in  the 
courts  of  Carroll  County,  New  Hampshire. 


Special  Services 


If  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure, 
r  \  please  fill  in  the  maximum  amount  you  wish 
J-  to  spend  on  the  MAXIMUM  EXPENDI¬ 

TURE  line  at  the  upper  portion  of  your  bid  sheet.  You 
can  then  submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  eight  times  the 
amount  of  the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is  a  personal 
service  and  a  Bowers  and  Merena  customer  represen¬ 
tative  will  personally  attend  to  your  bid  sheet  by  bidding 
from  the  auction  floor,  buying  lots  for  your  account 
until  your  authorized  expenditure  is  reached.  While  we 
will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the 
auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded  condidons, 
we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a 
bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved,  this 
service  is  offered  only  to  bidders  with  maximum  expen¬ 
ditures  of  $  1 ,000  or  more.  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE 
and  ONE  LOT  ONLY  bidding  can  be  combined. 

C'  Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets 
■''"'V  for  a  ONE  LOT  ONLY  purchase,  if  you  wish 
1  to  purchase  only  one  example  of  a  coin  of 

which  several  examples  appear  in  the  sale.  Such  lots 
should  be  bracketed  on  your  bid  sheet  While  we  will  do 
our  best  on  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction 
sale  and  the  somedmes  crowded  condidons,  we  cannot 
be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a  bid  properly. 

"fl  »T  We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  the 
/  opuonal  10%  to  30%  increase  to  help  your 
JL  /  chance  of  being  a  successful  bidder.  Check 
the  appropriate  place  on  your  bid  sheet. 


Bidding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes 
acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  the  foregoing 
terms  of  sale. 


Please  note:  Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are 
stored  are  to  facilitate  viewing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  ARE 
NOT  for  long-term  storage. 


Suggestions 
for  Mail  Bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting  enjoyable,  and  a  numis- 
matically  rewarding  experience.  Even  if  you  have  been  bidding  in  our  sales 
for  many  years,  you  may  find  that  some  of  the  following  comments  will  in¬ 
crease  your  success.  In  the  event  that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions, 
phone  Cynthia  LaCarbonara  or  Carolyn  Craigue. 

BMail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is  particularly 
important  if  you  are  a  new  bidder,  for  it  takes  us  time  to  check 
your  references.  A  bid  sheet  mailed  a  few  days  before  the  sale  might  not 
reach  us  until  a  week  later— at  which  time  the  coins  will  have  been  sold 
to  others! 


As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids  anytime  24  hours  a 
day  [our  fax  number  is  (603)  569-5319].  Or,  telephone  your  bids 
to  our  auction  department.  Please  follow  up  your  phone  and  fax  bids 
with  written  confirmation. 


*zr 


We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a  work  sheet  to  compile  bids.  In  this 
way  you  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout  the  catalogue, 
make  changes  and  revisions,  and  so  on.  Then  when  you’ve  decided  on 
your  final  bids,  enter  them  on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the 
bid  sheet  neat  and  clearly  understandable,  listing  the  lots  in  order. 
Check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be  responsible  for  any  bids  on 
wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong  amounts.  Please  be  careful! 

K3  Don’t  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your  financial 
K]  circumstances  carefully  before  bidding.  There  is  always  the 
possibility  that  you  may  be  awarded  all  of  the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you  are 
awarded  lots,  you  are  legally  bound  to  pay  for  them  immediately. 

M  Please  keep  current  price  levels  in  mind  when  bidding.  While 
high  and  low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items  sell  within 
market  ranges.  If  a  popular  coin  sells  for  $500  on  the  retail  market, 
chances  are  not  good  that  a  bid  of,  say,  less  than  $400  will  win  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  chances  are  excellent  that  a  bid  in  the  $500  to  $600 
range  will  be  competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain  hunting,  but 
as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it  is  most  productive  if  you 
keep  current  values  in  mind  while  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid,  the 
greater  your  chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience  that 
many  people  who  bid  strongly,  or  check  the  options  to  increase  bids 
by  an  optional  10%  to  30%,  actually  purchase  at  least  some  lots  below 
their  maximum  authorization  once  the  sale  takes  place. 


Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If  bid  changes  are 
necessary,  do  not  write  over  figures.  Instead,  cross  them  out 
completely  and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put  your  telephone  number  on  the 
bid  sheet.  This  way  we  can  call  you  if  there  is  a  question  about  a  bid. 


Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction  (except  for 
[*1^1  large  or  bulk  lots,  or  other  multiple-coin  lots).  Please  write  or  call 
for  further  information.  Mail  inspection  requests  must  be  received 
sufficiently  early  to  permit  return  to  us  in  time  for  general  lot  viewing 
nrior  to  the  sale.  The  person  requesting  mail  inspection  agrees  to  pas 


postage  and  insurance  both  ways  and  to  insure  and  be  responsible  for 
the  pieces  in  his  or  her  possession. 
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Commentary  from  our  consignor 


Edgar  M.  Rossi 


The  collections  of  high-quality  Mercury  dimes, 
Standing  Liberty  quarters,  and  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars  I  have  consigned  to  this  sale  had 
humble  beginnings  in  my  childhood. 

I  first  became  interested  in  money,  and  what  it 
could  do  for  me  when  I  was  about  eight  years  old. 
I  discovered  that  if  I  collected  discarded  soda 
botdes,  they  could  be  turned  in  for  two  cents  each. 
And— if  I  saved  my  pennies,  I  could  exchange 
them  for  whatever  I  could  afford  to  buy. 

After  hoarding  my  pennies  for  a  while,  I  noticed 


that  each  had  a  different  year  on  it.  I  tried  to  save 
as  many  different  dates  as  possible.  About  that 
time,  I  learned  about  penny  boards  and  also  that 
I  could  collect  nickels,  dimes,  and  quarters.  I  never 
thought  I’d  save  enough  coins  to  make  a  complete 
collection.  After  turning  in  a  bunch  of  pennies  to 
the  grocer  in  exchange  for  larger  coins,  I  noticed 
my  first  Mercury  dime.  It  was  a  real  beauty— differ¬ 
ent  from  all  the  other  dimes  I  had  seen.  It  had 
much  more  appeal.  That  was  the  day  I  fell  in  love 
with  Mercury  dimes  and  wanted  more.  From  then 
on,  I  sought  out  others.  Standing  Liberty  quarters 
and  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were  also  to  my 
liking,  but  they  were  few  and  far  between.  As  the 
years  passed,  they  became  increasingly  uncom¬ 
mon.  After  1965,  my  favorite  merchants  would 
save  the  silver  coinage  for  exchange  whenever  I 
stopped  by. 

I  also  remember  that  whenever  I  traveled  into 
Boston,  I  wouldn’t  leave  without  purchasing  a  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  for  my  collection.  It  sure  felt  rewarding 
to  have  such  a  large  coin  in  my  pocket.  I  really 
hoped  that  someday  I  would  have  a  meaningful 
collection  of  20th-century  silver  coins.  Conse¬ 
quently,  years  later  when  I  was  able,  I  rekindled  my 
love  for  that  Mercury  dime  by  acquiring  and  assem¬ 
bling  this  collection  of  my  favorite  coins. 

Of  course,  each  of  the  Mint  State  and  other  high- 
quality  coins  I  purchased  brought  with  them  a  re¬ 
minder  of  years  earlier  and  related  dates  and 
mintmarks,  quite  worn,  that  I  had  acquired  from 
circulation. 
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Notes  concerning  our  consignor 

R,  Sloan  Wilson ,  M2). 

two  generations  of  collecting 


Dr.  R.  Sloan  Wilson  was  born  in  El  Dorado,  Arkan¬ 
sas  in  1937.  He  attributes  his  collecting  interest  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Safford  Sloan,  for  whom  he  was  named.  Literally, 
his  consignment  is  from  two  dedicated  numismatists, 
Dr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Sloan. 

While  some  of  his  earliest  memories  were  those  of  his 
grandfatherly  godfather  William  Safford  Sloan,  his  inter¬ 
est  came  primarily  from  the  opportunity  as  he  grew  older 
to  live  around  and  eventually  to  research  the  collectibles 
which  had  been  so  much  a  part  of  this  man’s  life. 

William  Safford  Sloan  was  an  extraordinary  man. 
Born  in  Philadelphia  in  1869,  he  went  south  at  the  turn 
of  the  century  to  work  in  the  New  Orleans  branch  of 
his  family’s  cotton  brokerage  business.  In  the  1920s, 
sensing  an  opportunity,  he  moved  to  the  oil  boom  town 
of  El  Dorado,  Arkansas.  He  lived  there  until  his  death 
in  1940.  Some  called  him  “Uncle  Bill,”  but  more  often 
he  was  referred  to  as  Mr.  Sloan  in  keeping  with  the 
respect  he  enjoyed.  Sloan  was  a  gentle  personality,  an 
engaging  conversationalist,  a  naturalist,  an  outstanding 
marksman  who  served  in  the  Spanish-American  War, 
and  a  born  collector.  Stated  simply,  he  enjoyed  life  and 
the  world  around  him. 

Near  El  Dorado  he  built  a  beautiful  spring-fed  lake 
with  unusual  and  imported  flora  growing  on  its  shores. 
His  home,  known  as  the  Boat-House,  was  built  over  the 
lake  in  the  style  of  those  at  the  University  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  When  in  the  house,  a  view  through  any  window  re¬ 
minded  one  of  being  aboard  a  ship. 

From  virgin  pine  timbers  he  built  the  Baxter-Herrin 
Spanish-American  Veteran’s  Lodge  in  El  Dorado,  where 
former  soldiers  shared  war  stories  at  monthly  meetings 
for  over  three  decades.  William  Safford  Sloan  was  eas¬ 
ily  identified  by  his  khaki  clothes,  knee-high  lace-up 
boots,  leather  hat,  and  his  spaniel,  a  constant  compan¬ 
ion  named  Texas.  His  many  guests  enjoyed  fishing, 
canoeing,  and  picnicking,  where  watching  floating 
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R.  Sloan  Wilson,  M.D. 

( photograph  by  Greer  Lite) 


leaves  race  down  the  spillway  to  the  waterfall  was  a 
favorite  pastime,  as  onlookers  speculated  which 
would  traverse  the  course  most  quickly. 

William  Safford  Sloan’s  interest  in  collecting 
started  as  a  youngster  in  Philadelphia,  and  he  was 
fascinated  with  Indian  artifacts,  guns,  stuffed  ani¬ 
mals  and  birds,  train  models,  and  coins.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  had  literally  papered  the  walls  of  his 
boat  house  with  nearly  22,000  arrowheads  which  he 
numbered  and  meticulously  bound  on  cards  with 
string  and  then  tacked  each  to  the  wall  (these  were 
later  removed  for  safekeeping  elsewhere). 

He  was  particularly  proud  of  his  coin  collection 
which  was  acquired  over  many  years  with  the  help 
of  numismatist  B.  Max  Mehl  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
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He  especially  liked  early  coins,  Proofs,  patterns,  and 
gold  pieces.  The  history  of  each  coin  was  shared  with 
his  friends  after  he  pulled  it  from  the  little  yellow  B. 
Max  Mehl  envelope  in  which  it  was  kept.  (Of  course, 
a  fascinating  account  could  also  be 
given  of  Mehl,  who  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  century  was 
America’s  best  known  rare  coin 
dealer.)  After  William  Safford 
Sloan’s  death  his  estate,  including 
collections,  passed  to  the  trustee¬ 
ship  of  Dr.  Wilson’s  parents, 

Lauree  and  G.E.  Wilson,  and  over 
many  years  to  the  four  Wilson  chil¬ 
dren  and  their  heirs. 

Our  consignor,  Dr.  R.  Sloan 
Wilson  has  researched  his  portion 
of  the  original  collection  and  en¬ 
larged  it  to  include  a  complete 
type  set  of  U.S.  coins. 

Dr.  Wilson  is  an  ophthalmolo¬ 
gist  specializing  in  retinology.  He 
returned  to  Arkansas  in  1970  as 
the  first  retina  specialist  in  the 
state,  joining  the  faculty  of  the 
University  of  Arkansas  for  Medical 
Sciences  as  Director  of  the  Retina  Services  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Ophthalmology  and  becoming  a  full  pro¬ 
fessor  in  1982.  He  acted  as  department  chairman  in 
1974  and  1975.  In  1975  he  established  Retinal  Group, 
Ltd.,  a  private  practice,  but  continued  teaching  half 
time  until  his  retirement  from  the  University  last  year, 
at  which  time  he  was  recognized  with  the  Meritorious 
Service  Award. 

He  is  the  author  of  over  200  scientific  publications, 
exhibits,  and  films  relating  to  his  chosen  profession.  He 
is  a  diplomat  of  the  American  Board  of  Ophthalmology, 
having  served  as  an  examiner  for  10  years.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Academy  of  Ophthalmology  recently  gave  him  their 
Senior  Honor  Award  for  his  many  presentadons  and  in¬ 
struction  courses  and  service  on  the  Public  Information 
Committee  and  chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on 
Drugs.  He  belongs  to  numerous  professional  societies 
and  five  honorary  societies:  Sigma  Xi,  Society  of  Heed 


Fellows,  The  Retina  Society,  Alpha  Omega  Alpha  and 
the  American  Ophthalmological  Society. 

Ann,  his  wife,  is  a  practicing  accountant.  Together, 
they  enjoy  tennis,  snow  skiing,  scuba  diving,  canoeing, 

hiking,  gardening,  art,  piano, 
and  travel.  They  have  four 
sons. 

Now  that  Dr.  Wilson  has 
semi-retired,  he  and  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
son  have  moved  back  to  New 
Hampshire  where  years  earlier 
he  had  served  as  LCDR  in  the 
Navy  at  Portsmouth  Naval 
Hospital.  Here  in  the  Granite 
State  he  enjoys  his  surround¬ 
ings,  punctuated  by  trips  to  Ar¬ 
kansas  where  he  continues  to 
practice  part  time  and  engages 
in  ophthalmic  research. 

Dr.  Wilson  served  15  years 
on  the  Board  of  Trustees  at 
Lyon  College,  a  highly  rated 
liberal  arts  college  in 
Batesville,  Arkansas,  which  his 
father  had  attended  and  had 
also  served  as  a  trustee.  The 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  collection  will  go  into  a 
trust  to  benefit  Lyon  College  as  well  as  the  institutions 
from  which  he  holds  degrees:  Davidson  College,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Arkansas  School  of  Medicine,  Harvard  Medi¬ 
cal  School,  University  of  Texas  Medical  Branch,  and  the 
Massachusetts  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 

Dr.  Wilson  shares  this  sentiment  with  bidders  in  the 
present  sale  of  his  collection:  “I  am  certain  that  Mr. 
Sloan,  a  man  who  continually  learned  from  his  collect¬ 
ing  and  shared  his  knowledge  with  others,  would  be 
pleased  to  know  that  the  joy  he  had  in  assembling  the 
collection  and  that  I  have  had  in  completing  it,  will 
benefit  others  who  want  to  learn.  Rare  coins  and  the 
pursuit  of  them  have  been  central  to  the  enjoyment  of 
both  of  our  lives.  Now,  the  coins  will  pass  into  other 
hands,  hopefully  bringing  with  them  the  same  measure 
of  pride,  enjoyment,  and  accomplishment  that  their 
past  owners  have  experienced." 


William  Safford  Sloan 
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Welcome  to  the  sale! 


Q.  David  Bowers 


Welcome  to  our  sale  of  the  Collections  of  Edgar 
M.  Rossi  and  R.  Sloan  Wilson,  M.D.  These  impor¬ 
tant  properties  plus  other  consignments,  combine 
to  create  a  very  interesting  auction.  While  there  are 
enough  notable  rarities  to  attract  even  the  most 
advanced  and  well-financed  buyers,  at  the  same 
time  the  main  part  of  the  sale  is  of  eminently 
affordable  items.  As  such,  here  is  an  offering  of 
wide  appeal,  one  with  something  for  just  about 
everyone. 

The  cabinet  of  R.  Sloan  Wilson,  M.D.,  is  one  of 

those  exceptional  properties  that  had  its  beginning 
many  years  ago,  and  was  continued  by  a  later 
generation  (Dr.  Wilson)  into  recent  times.  Thus, 
many  pieces  have  been  off  the  market  for  decades 
and  are  new  to  our  present  audience.  Pieces  from 
the  Edgar  M.  Rossi  Collection  were  gathered  in 
more  current  times,  and  include  an  exceptional 
selection  of  the  beautiful  silver  coinage  designs  of 
1916  and  later  years— the  famous  “Mercury”  dimes, 
Standing  Liberty  quarters,  and  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars. 

Colonials,  half  cents,  and  large  cents  will  delight 
the  specialist  as  well  as  the  newcomer.  Popular 
“types”  are  offered  as  are  elusive  varieties.  Year  in 
and  year  out  these  early  copper  coins  never  go  out 
of  style  in  numismatic  circles,  and  it  is  always  a 
pleasure  to  include  them  in  our  sales.  Dr.  William 
Sheldon  stated  that  after  a  numismatist  had  made 
the  full  circuit  of  American  coinage,  he  or  she  was 
likely  to  return  to  the  “warmth”  of  old  coppers,  worn 
pieces  that  were  toned  in  as  many  shades  as  autumn 
leaves,  and  which  possessed  a  particular  charm.  You 
need  but  shut  your  eyes,  contemplate  a  worn  cent  of 
1794,  and  daydream  as  to  where  it  has  been,  the 
adventures  it  has  seen,  and  those  who  have  owned  it. 

Flying  Eagle  cents  commence  with  multiple  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  ever-famous  and  ever-popular  1856, 
always  a  star  attraction.  High-grade  Indian  cents 
follow,  Lincoln  cents,  some  very  nice  two-cent 


pieces,  nickel  three-cent  pieces 
(note  the  rather  extraordinary 
offering  of  two  Proofs  dated 
1865,  something  the  advanced 
specialists  will  appreciate),  and 
silver  three-cent  pieces,  the  last 
including  some  very  low-mint¬ 
age  dates.  Nickel  five-cent 
pieces  include  the  seldom  seen 
Proof  1866,  the  rare  1877  and 
1878,  many  nice  Liberty  nick¬ 
els,  and  some  noteworthy 
pieces  of  the  Buffalo  type. 

American  silver  coins  of  the  early  years  com¬ 
mence  with  the  famous  1792  half  disme,  said  to  have 
been  engraved  by  Birch,  whose  first  name  has  never 
been  determined  with  certainty.  This  particular  vari¬ 
ety  calls  to  mind  a  little  anecdote  given  in  George  C. 
Evans’  History  of  the  United  States  Mint  and  American 
Coinage,  printed  in  several  editions  in  the  1880s  and 
1890s.  The  eagle  had  been  selected  as  the  motif  on 
American  coinage.  After  this,  quoting  Evans,  “A 
member  of  the  House  from  the  South  bitterly  op¬ 
posed  the  choice  of  the  eagle,  on  the  ground  of  its 
being  the  ‘king  of  birds,’  and  hence  neither  proper 
nor  suitable  to  represent  a  nation  whose  institutions 
and  interests  were  wholly  inimical  to  monarchial 
forms  of  government.  Judge  Thatcher  playfully,  in 
reply,  suggested  that  perhaps  a  goose  might  suit  the 
gentleman,  as  it  was  a  rather  humble  and  republican 
bird,  and  would  also  be  serviceable  in  other  respects, 
as  the  goslings  would  answer  to  place  upon  the 
dimes.” 

Early  Flowing  Hair  half  dimes,  Draped  Bust  is¬ 
sues,  Capped  Bust  pieces,  and  Liberty  Seated  half 
dimes  then  follow,  after  which  will  be  found  a  truly 
marvelous  selection  of  10-cent  pieces,  early,  middle, 
and  late  dates. 

Quarter  dollars  of  many  types  and  varieties  are 

presented  for  auction  competition,  among  which  will 
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be  found  some  particularly  high-grade  pieces.  The 
offering  of  Liberty  Seated  Proof  silver  coins  in  the 
present  catalogues  is  simply  extraordinary.  In  the  dime, 
quarter,  and  half  dollar  series  in  particular  there  are 
many  duplicates,  including  numerous  pieces  in  highly 
affordable  grades  such  as  Proof-60  through  Proof-63. 
Today,  market  prices  are  somewhat  skewed  toward 
coins  grading  Proof-64  or  finer,  leaving  lower  Proof 
grades  as  a  rich  field  of  opportunity  for  the  knowing 
buyer.  If  you  have  ever  contemplated  putting  together 
a  date  run  of  Liberty  Seated  silver,  the  present  sale 
represents  one  of  the  finest  chances  of  your  lifetime. 

Half  dollars  similarly  include  pieces  of  quality  and 
interest,  early  dates,  Capped  Bust  issues,  Liberty  Seated 
pieces,  and  Liberty  Walking  designs,  among  others. 
Early  silver  dollars  comprise  Flowing  Hair  and  Draped 
Bust  types,  the  highly  prized  Gobrecht  dollars  of  1836, 
and  some  very  nice  Liberty  Seated  coins.  Morgan  silver 
dollars,  always  a  great  specialty  here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  and  a  perennial  favorite  (since  the  series 
became  wildly  popular  circa  1962)  with  our  clients, 
offer  a  nice  combination  of  scarce  and  rare  varieties, 
high-grade  pieces,  groups,  and  even  collections.  If 
Morgan  dollars  are  your  forte,  be  sure  to  check  our 
offering  carefully. 

Pattern  coins  are  another  specialty  here  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  what  with  Andy  Pollock,  on  our 
staff  (the  author  of  the  highly  acclaimed  standard 
reference,  United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues.) 

Gold!  Coins  in  this  alluring  metal  range  from  dollars 
to  double  eagles,  including  along  the  way  numerous 
important  types,  scarce  dates,  rare  mintmarks,  and  a 
selection  of  just  about  anything  else  one  could  hope 
for.  Commemorative  coins  comprise  many  popular 
varieties,  scarce  issues,  and  more.  Rounding  out  the 
present  catalogue  are  other  specialties,  group  lots,  and 
diverse  offerings.  While  the  numismatic  arrangement 
of  the  present  catalogue  is  more  or  less  in  order  from 
colonials  onward,  do  not  overlook  the  Index  so  as  not 
to  miss  any  items  of  particular  interest. 


We  invite  you  to  participate  in  this  sale  in  two  ways. 
If  you  attend  in  person,  you  will  find  the  Renaissance 
Hotel  in  Los  Angeles  to  be  one  of  the  nicest  stopping 
places  you  have  ever  visited.  The  rooms  are  comfort¬ 
able,  the  restaurants  are  first  class,  and  the  location  is 
right  at  the  Los  Angeles  International  Airport— conve¬ 
nience  at  its  best.  We  have  had  a  number  of  sales  there, 
and  those  of  you  who  attended  our  James  Bennett 
Pryor  Collection  auction  and  other  events  know  how 
comfortable  the  facilities  are.  Come  early  to  view  the 
lots,  and  bring  your  family  with  you— attractions  such  as 
Universal  City,  Disneyland,  Knott’s  Berry  Farm,  Holly¬ 
wood,  etc.,  will  make  interesting  day  trips  for  compan¬ 
ions.  Whenever  we  have  a  sale  in  California  we  experi¬ 
ence  a  bit  of  nostalgia,  as  for  many  years  we  had  our 
main  office  in  Los  Angeles,  first  on  Hollywood  Boule¬ 
vard  and  then  on  Wilshire  Boulevard.  We  look  forward 
to  greeting  old  friends  and  making  new  ones. 

From  the  comfort  of  your  favorite  chair  you  can  also 
bid  from  your  home  or  office.  Review  the  catalogue 
carefully,  consider  the  pieces  of  greatest  interest,  and 
bid  liberally  for  those  that  you  can  use.  The  coin  market 
is  very  solid,  in  my  opinion,  and  is  charged  with  a  good 
degree  of  enthusiasm.  At  the  same  time,  price  levels  in 
many  series  are  very  attractive,  especially  compared  to 
the  numbers  in  effect  circa  1989.  Bid  liberally  and 
generously,  and  no  doubt  you  will  be  rewarded  with 
some  very  nice  buys.  On  the  other  hand,  if  there  are 
some  coins  you  would  like  only  “if  the  price  is  right,”  bid 
less  liberally  for  those  and— who  knows— perhaps  you  will 
be  successful  on  some.  Bids  can  be  sent  to  us  by  mail  or 
Fax,  the  earlier  the  better,  so  that  we  can  process  them 
in  good  order.  Have  a  question?  At  the  other  end  of  the 
line  in  our  office  Cynthia  LaCarbonara  and  our  Auction 
Department  staff  stand  ready  to  help  with  expanded 
descriptions,  estimates,  or  anything  else. 

Bidding  in  this  auction  can  be  a  lot  of  fun,  and  it  is 
an  ideal  way  to  add  to  your  collection.  To  our  knowl¬ 
edge,  every  important  collection  ever  formed  has  been 
assembled  at  least  in  part  by  competition  at  auction. 
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We  are  here  to  help,  and  if  this  is  your  first  auction 
experience,  call  upon  us  to  answer  any  questions 
you  may  have— ranging  from  basic  to  complex. 

Either  way,  in-person  attendance  or  bidding  by 
mail  or  Fax,  be  sure  to  participate.  In  a  short  time, 
this  sale  will  be  history,  and  the  pieces  now  dis¬ 
played  will  be  distributed  in  many  different  collec¬ 
tions.  Right  now,  every  item  is  available  for  compe¬ 
tition,  your  chances  are  just  as  good  as  anyone 
else’s.  Participate,  and  enjoy  the  experience! 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  are  not  adding  coins  to 
your  collection  now,  but  are  contemplating  selling, 
we  would  be  pleased  to  give  you  a  proposal  to 
showcase  your  treasures  in  one  of  our  future  sales. 
Dr.  Richard  Bagg  (head  of  our  Auction  Depart¬ 
ment)  and  I  work  hand  in  hand  to  create  catalogues 
such  as  the  one  now  in  your  hands.  We  offer  you  an 
unsurpassed  combination  of  proven  auction  suc¬ 
cess,  an  enthusiastic  and  very  large  customer  base, 
and  qualifications  not  possessed  by  any  other  firm. 
Of  the  top  10  world’s  auction  records  for  coins,  we 
hold  seven,  and  of  the  top  several  most  valuable 
collections  of  U.S.  coins  ever  to  cross  the  auction 
block,  all  were  catalogued  and  sold  by  us  (the 
Eliasberg  Collection,  the  Garrett  Collection,  the 
Norweb  Collection  being  the  top  three).  While  you 
may  not  have  a  collection  on  the  scale  of  these,  it  is 


comforting  to  know  that  when  you  consign  your 
collection  or  individual  pieces— and  the  majority  of 
our  consignments  range  from  about  $  10,000  worth  of 
coins  to  several  hundred  thousand  dollars’  worth— the 
same  care  and  expertise  is  yours,  and  many  of  the 
same  buyers  who  compete  to  set  world  records  will  be 
bidding  on  your  coins  as  well.  Just  give  Rick  Bagg  a  call 
toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993,  discuss  the  coins  you  have, 
and  he’ll  take  it  from  there.  For  my  part,  I’ll  supervise 
the  catalogue  production  and  work  with  our  staff  in 
the  cataloguing  of  the  pieces. 

It’s  springtime,  a  nice  time  to  buy  coins,  and  a  great 
time  to  participate  in  the  present  sale  of  the  Rossi  and 
Wilson  collections.  The  catalogue  is  in  your  hands, 
we’ve  done  our  part,  and  now  it’s  up  to  you.  Here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  we  all  look  forward  to  receiving 
your  bids  and,  in  due  course,  delivering  to  you  some 
coins  you  will  find  to  be  a  very  important  and  enjoy¬ 
able  part  of  your  collection.  Thank  you  for  your 
interest. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers, 

Chairman  of  the  Board 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 
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Another  fine 
Bowers  and  Merena  sale 
is  about  to  begin... 


SESSION  ONE 


Friday  Afternoon,  May  30,  12:00  PM  Sharp 

Colonial  and  U.S.  Coins:  Lots  1-535 


Colonial  Coins 


1  1652  Oak  Tree  sixpence.  Noe-17.  Rarity-7.  Good-6.  Medium  sil¬ 

ver  gray  with  much  of  the  design  present  on  both  sides,  although 
the  famous  Oak  Tree  is  somewhat  weakened  by  wear. 

Weight:  33.0  grains.  Diameter  (measured  along  vertical  axis  of  the  obverse 
as  on  all  that  follow):  0.819  inches. 

The  Oak  Tree  coinage  is  generally  believed  to  have  commenced  circa  1660, 
shortly  after  which  a  new  denomination  appeared,  the  silver  twopence,  dated 
1662  (the  only  such  date  in  the  Massachusetts  silver  series).  As  a  class,  Oak 
Tree  silver  issues  are  considerably  more  elusive  than  the  later  Pine  Tree  issues, 
but  more  available  than  the  NE  and  Willow  Tree  motifs  or  designs  that  pre¬ 
ceded  them. 


1652  Oak  Tree  sixpence.  N-20.  Rarity-6.  VF-30.  Cleaned  long  ago 
with  a  few  old  marks  present  on  each  side,  but  still  sharp  and  read¬ 
able  in  all  design  areas.  Scarce. 

Weight:  33.6  grains.  Diameter:  0.834  inches. 


3  1652  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-l.  Fine-12.  Large  Planchet.  Small  Tree, 

pellets  flank  trunk.  Medium  silver  gray  surfaces.  Fine  or  better 
where  design  elements  show,  once  bent  and  straightened,  design 
missing  in  areas  as  a  result. 

Weight:  65.6  grains.  Diameter:  irregular;  1.121  inches.  Die  alignment:  180° 
to  360°. 


4  1652  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-6.  Rarity-6.  VF-20.  Large  Planchet. 

Slightly  wavy  in  areas,  affecting  the  design,  otherwise  sharp,  par¬ 


ticularly  at  the  pine  tree  motif.  Edge  irregularities  suggest  contem¬ 
porary  clipping  to  a  small  extent,  common  on  issues  of  this  era. 

Weight:  69.9  grains.  Diameter:  1.140  inches. 

5  1652  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-16.  VF-30,  holed.  Small  Planchet.  A  coin 

that  has  maintained  its  dignity  despite  being  holed  at  AT  in 
MASATHVSETS.  Deep  gray  with  lighter  high  points,  and  a  great 
deal  of  eye  appeal. 

Weight:  67.5  grains.  Diameter:  0.982  inches. 


6  1652  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-29.  Rarity-3.  VG-8.  Small  Planchet. 
Dark  steel  gray.  All  design  elements  plain. 

Weight:  70.4  grains.  Diameter:  0.942  inches. 

7  1652  Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-30.  Rarity-4.  F-12  for  sharpness,  but 
coin’s  circumference  heavily  clipped  to  an  oval  shape.  Small 
Planchet.  Coin’s  edge  encroaches  on  much  of  the  peripheral  leg¬ 
ends  on  both  sides  due  to  clipping,  with  some  tiny  gouges  noted 
around  the  pine  tree  motif.  An  affordable  “filler”  specimen  of  this 
famous  type. 

Weight:  54.5  grains.  Diameter:  0.767  inches. 

For  practically  as  long  as  there  has  been  coinage,  there  have  been  unscrupu¬ 
lous  merchants  who,  not  being  satisfied  with  their  everyday  intake  of  cash, 
have  devised  ways  to  get  just  a  little  more  for  themselves.  One  of  the  oldest  of 
these  methods  is  “clipping,”  in  which  the  merchant  shaves,  or  “clips,"  just  a 
tiny  bit  of  metal,  in  this  case  silver,  from  the  edge  of  a  coin  before  placing  it 
back  in  circulation.  Among  certain  contemporary  and  the  majority  of  later  is¬ 
sues,  particularly  in  the  precious  metals  of  gold  and  silver,  edge  reeding,  letter¬ 
ing,  or  ornamentation  prevented  the  clipping  practice. 

8  Undated  (1641-42).  Saint  Patrick’s  or  Mark  Newby’s  farthing. 
Breen-211.  Fine-12.  Splasher  intact.  Pleasing  tan  surfaces.  Faint, 
well  hidden  scratches  near  the  King’s  harp,  otherwise  choice  for 
the  grade.  Obverse:  Harp’s  cincture  even  with  upright  of  L;  face 
opposite  lower  right  serif  of  E;  FLOREAT  :REX,  with  “comet” 
punctuation,  a  series  of  six  progressively  (from  left  to  right) 
smaller  dots  after  REX;  ground  below  King;  13  harp  strings.  Re¬ 
verse:  QVIES  and  CAT  at  a  sharp  angle  to  each  other;  A  signifi¬ 
cantly  higher  than  C  and  T.  Metropolitan  Cross  points  to  (and  just 
touches)  base  of  E  at  right  side  of  upright;  hand  points  to  center  of 
I;  base  of  E  broken  in  legends  on  both  sides. 

Weight:  94.1  grains.  Diameter:  0.951  inches. 

In  recent  years  there  has  been  a  ground  swell  of  interest  in  the  colonial  and 
Early  American  series,  possibly  starting  in  a  significant  way  with  A1  Hoch’s 
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launching  of  The  Colonial  Newsletter  in  1960,  the  traces  of  which  were  soon 
picked  up  and  then  continued  for  a  long  time  by  James  Spilman.  Recently,  The 
Colonial  Newsletter  has  been  turned  over  to  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
New  York,  and  expectations  are  that  this  journal  will  continue  to  record  sig¬ 
nificant  finds,  exchanges  of  information,  and  other  worthwhile  items  on  the 
series.  Meanwhile,  in  the  present  decade  Michael  Hodder  initiated  the  Colo¬ 
nial  Coin  Collector’s  Club,  popularly  known  as  the  C4  Club,  which  has  had  its 
own  newsletter  containing  much  valuable  information. 

Beyond  these  periodicals,  Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins,  1988,  stands  as  a  handy  one-volume  source  for  much  informa¬ 
tion  that  earlier  was  only  available  in  scattered  places.  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s 
landmark  Early  Coins  of  America,  published  in  1875,  is  still  recognized  as  the 
mother  lode  of  basic  information  with  regard  to  original  legislation  glimpses 
of  minting  procedures,  etc.  When  the  American  Numismatic  Society’s  build¬ 
ing  was  constructed  at  Broadway  and  155th  Street,  New  York  City,  circa  1906- 
1908,  the  names  of  prominent  numismatists  worldwide  were  lettered  on  the 
architrave.  Many  names  were  listed,  somewhat  sadly,  the  only  American  nu¬ 
mismatist  included  was  Sylvester  S.  Crosby.  There  were  many  other  worth¬ 
while  names  that  could  have  been  added— such  researchers  as  W.S.  Appleton, 
Charles  Anthon,  and  even  Montroville  W.  Dickeson  come  to  mind— to  men¬ 
tion  names  from  the  non-commercial  sector. 

As  a  peek  at  coming  attractions,  our  July  Rarities  Sale  will  have  a  very  nice 
cabinet  of  colonial  coins  that  is  sure  to  attract  attention. 


9  Undated  (1641-42).  Saint  Patrick’s  or  Mark  Newby  halfpenny. 
Breen-200.  VF-20,  finer  in  areas.  Splasher  intact.  Pleasing  tan  sur¬ 
faces.  Obverse:  FLOREAT  and  REX  divided  by  crown,  star,  and 
king’s  head;  14  harp  strings.  Reverse:  strong  details  in  legend, 
Saint  Patrick,  shield,  and  crowd  to  right  of  Saint,  with  several 
“faces  in  the  crowd”  plainly  visible.  A  nice  coin  altogether. 

Weight:  127.1  grains.  Diameter:  1.124  inches. 

The  originally  intended  denominations  of  Mark  Newby’s  Saint  Patrick 
pieces  are  not  clear,  although  they  did  circulate  in  Ireland  during  the  1670s, 
where  they  may  have  passed  as  farthings  and  halfpennies.  American  collectors 
have  traditionally  considered  the  smaller  diameter  pieces  as  halfpennies,  and 
this  is  reflected  in  popular  catalogues.  Of  the  two  denominations  the 
halfpennies  are  the  scarcer  today  on  the  numismatic  scene. 

10  Undated  St.  Patrick’s  or  Mark  Newby’s  halfpenny.  Breen-200,  for 
type.  VF-20.  Splasher  intact  at  right  of  crown  and  star  above  king’s 
head.  Pleasing,  problem-free  tan  surfaces. 

Weight:  133.6  grains.  Diameter:  1.118  inches. 


1 1  (1688)  Holt’s  Plantation  token,  l/24th  real  or  “halfpenny.”  Mat¬ 

thew  Young’s  restrike,  circa  1828.  Breen-78.  VF-20,  surfaces 
slightly  rough,  with  some  tiny  areas  of  tin  pest  noted.  Die  break  in 
obverse  field,  a  diagnostic  for  Young’s  restrike.  Deep  steel  gray. 
All  design  elements  and  legends  clear. 

Weight:  140.5  grains.  Diameter:  1.097  inches. 

Around  1828,  London  coin  dealer  Matthew  Young  obtained  the  original 
dies  and  edge  ornamenting  device  for  Holt’s  Plantation  tokens.  Although  the 
dies  were  somewhat  rusted  and  cracked,  Young  still  managed  to  employ  them 
to  make  several  hundred  pieces.  While  today  these  are  not  as  rare  as  the  origi¬ 
nals  from  over  a  century  earlier,  the  restrikes  are  still  quite  scarce,  are  ex¬ 
tremely  collectible  in  their  own  right,  and  are  typically  bought  and  sold  with¬ 
out  differentiation  of  restrike  vs.  original. 


12  William  Wood  duo:  ☆  1722  Rosa  Americana  penny.  Rosette  after 
date,  UTILE  DULCI  variety.  Breen-115,  “crudely  reeded  edge” 
noted.  EF-40.  Deep  golden  brown  ☆  1723  Hibernia  halfpenny. 
Breen-157.  No  pellet  before  H  on  reverse.  AU-50.  Hints  of  red  re¬ 
main.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

On  June  16,  1722,  King  George  I  of  England  granted  a  patent  to  William 
Wood  for  coinage  of  copper  pence  and  halfpence  for  Ireland.  The  Irish  Parlia¬ 
ment,  however,  was  never  notified  of  this  patent,  and  consequently  refused  to 
honor  the  patent  as  well  as  the  resultant  Hibernia  coinage.  Wood  received  a 
second  coinage  patent  from  King  George  onjuly  12  of  the  same  year.  Initially 
intended  for  circulation  in  the  American  colonies,  Wood’s  Rosa  Americana 
coinage  (of  twopence,  penny,  and  halfpenny  denominations)  did  not  fare  well 
here.  The  smaller  than  usual  diameters  and  weights  did  not  meet  the  accept¬ 
able  merchant  standards  of  the  colonies  at  the  time,  and  the  pieces  were  re¬ 
fused  in  the  channels  of  everyday  commerce.  Jonathan  Swift  of  “Gulliver’s 
Travels”  fame  publicly  attacked  Wood’s  coinage  for  the  colonies,  as  well  as  his 
Hibernia  pieces  struck  for  Ireland.  Swift’s  “The  Drapier  Letters”  were  pub¬ 
lished  under  the  nom  de  plume  of  M.B.  Drapier.  By  1725,  Wood  resigned  his 
patents  in  favor  of  a  stipend  of  £3,000  annually  for  a  period  of  three  years. 

13  Trio  of  popular  early  issues,  including:  ☆  1722  Rosa  Americana 
penny.  Breen-115.  One  reverse  rosette.  EF-40,  slightly  finer.  Nice 
for  the  grade  ☆  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen-180.  Period  after 
GEORGIVS.  Fine-15,  slightly  finer.  Chocolate  brown  with  lighter 
high  points  ☆  1760  Voce  Populi  copper.  Breen-221,  Zelinka  2-A. 
Fine-12.  Mark-free  surfaces.  A  nice  group.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

14  Selection  of  popular  issues,  including:  ☆  1723  Hibernia  farthing. 
Breen-172.  EF-40.  ☆  1760  Voce  Populi.  Breen-221.  Imperial  Head. 
Late  die  state,  obverse  legend  crumbling.  VF-20.  ☆  1767  French 
Colonies.  Sou.  Copper.  Counterstamped  RF.  Breen-700.  VF-20.  ☆ 
(1792)  Kentucky  token.  Plain  Edge.  Breen-1155,  D&H-59c, 
Lancashire.  AU-50.  ☆  1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  Breen-1035. 
AU-55,  brown.  A  nice  group  of  coins.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

15  Selection  of  Wood’s  Hibernia  and  French  Colonies  pieces:  ☆  1723 
halfpenny.  Breen-154.  Pellet  before  H,  Small  3.  Good-4.  No  prob¬ 
lems,  just  wear  ☆  1723  halfpenny.  Breen-155.  No  pellet  before  H, 
Large  3  (2).  EF-45,  pleasing  tan  surfaces,  and  VG-8,  problem-free 
for  the  grade  ☆  1722-H  sou.  Copper.  Breen-263.  Fine-12.  Nice  for 
the  grade  ☆  1767  sou.  Copper.  Breen-700.  Counterstamped  RF. 
VF-30.  Nice.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


16  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen-180.  MS-60,  red.  Highly  reflective 

red  surfaces,  perhaps  dipped  long  ago. 

Weight:  120.6  grains.  Diameter:  1.031  inches. 

The  new  book  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  con¬ 
tains  a  section  on  finds  of  1773-dated  Virginia  halfpence,  and  is  recommended 
to  anyone  interested  in  the  romantic  side  of  this  issue.  Copies  are  available 
from  our  Publications  Department. 


17  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen-180.  MS-60,  red.  Lustrous,  full  red. 

Weight:  114.1  grains.  Diameter:  0.980  inches. 
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18  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen- 180.  EF-40.  Repunched  A  in  VIR¬ 

GINIA.  Struck  from  a  rusted  obverse  die.  Pleasing  chocolate- 
brown  surfaces. 

Weight:  107.2  grains.  Diameter:  0.970  inches. 


Choice  Mint  State  Elephant  Token 

Lustrous  Red  and  Brown  Surfaces 


(1672-94)  Elephant  token.  GOD  PRESERVE  LONDON.  Breen- 
186,  Hodder  2B.  MS-63  RB.  A  splendid  specimen,  preserved  in  a 
pristine  state  for  three  centuries.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  and 
plenty  of  frosty  red  fire  on  nearly  mark-free  surfaces,  with  a  tiny 
spot  of  patina  on  the  toes  of  the  elephant’s  left  rear  leg  noted. 

Weight:  211.2  grains.  Diameter:  1.109  inches. 


20  (1672-94)  Elephant  token.  GOD  PRESERVE  LONDON.  Breen- 
186;  Hodder  2B.  Fine-15.  Worn,  but  all  design  elements  plain.  A 
few  tiny  edge  bruises  noted,  as  is  a  natural,  vertical  flan  fissure  on 
the  reverse. 

Weight:  243.7  grains.  Diameter:  1.088  inches. 

21  Group  of  popular  early  issues,  including:  ☆  Undated.  Elephant  to¬ 
ken.  LONDON.  Breen- 186.  VG-8  ☆  1722  Rosa  Americana  penny. 
Breen-115.  Fine-15  ☆  1760  Voce  Populi.  Breen-221.  Imperial 
Head.  VF-20.  Late  die  state,  POPULI  crumbling  ☆  1794  Talbot 
Allum  &  Lee  cent.  NEW  YORK.  Breen-1032.  Small  ampersand  va¬ 
riety.  VF-20  ☆  1783  Georgivs  Triumpho.  Baker-7,  Breen-1184. 
Very  early  die  state,  no  trace  of  reverse  breaks  that  develop  later. 
Fine-12,  choice  for  the  grade  ☆  1793/2  Ship  halfpenny.  Baker-18, 
Breen-1225.  Anglesey  edge.  VF-20,  cleaned  long  ago.  Typical  re¬ 
verse  state,  clashed  and  swollen.  ☆  Undated.  Success  token.  Small 
Diameter.  Brass.  Reeded  edge.  Baker-267,  Breen-1289.  EF-40  for 
sharpness,  surfaces  rough  ☆  Undated.  North  Wales  halfpenny. 
Baker-34,  Breen-1294.  Fine-12.  Tan.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

The  Washington  Success  token,  struck  in  brass,  is  often  associated  with  his 
second  inauguration.  However,  there  is  a  possibility  that  it  was  produced  later. 
Some  discussion  of  this  effect  is  planned  for  a  future  issue  of  the  newsletter  of 
the  Colonial  Coin  Collector’s  Club,  per  a  recent  communication  from  Dr.  An¬ 
gel  Pietri. 


Popular  Pitt  Halfpenny  Token 


22  1766  Pitt  halfpenny  token.  Breen-251.  Fine-12.  Copper.  Strong 

design  details  for  the  grade.  Some  “silvering”  remains  on  both 
sides.  Scarce. 

Weight:  86.3  grains.  Diameter:  1.105  inches. 

William  Pitt  (1708-1778),  First  Earl  of  Chatham,  was  a  dynamic  English 
statesman  whose  wily  military  ways  and  forceful  oratory  were  instrumental  in 
England’s  victories  against  France  in  Canada,  the  West  Indies,  West  Africa, 
India,  and  the  French  portions  of  what  would  eventually  become  the  United 
States,  and  later  in  Florida,  Cuba,  and  the  Philippines.  He  served  as  Great 
Britain’s  prime  minister  twice.  As  a  lifelong  advocate  of  human  rights,  Pitt  was 
often  at  loggerheads  with  the  British  monarchy.  In  1765,  his  vehement  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  Stamp  Act  was  instrumental  in  its  repeal  here  in  America.  Copper 
and  brass  tokens  (popularly  but  not  correctly  called  “farthings”  and 
“halfpennies”)  such  as  that  offered  here  commemorate  Pitt’s  participation  in 
the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act.  Interestingly,  only  a  few  miles  from  our  office 
here  in  Wolfeboro,  N.H.,  situated  in  Lake  Wentworth  is  Stamp  Act  Island, 
named  centuries  ago  during  the  era  of  the  detested  Act  in  question.  Around 
the  turn  of  the  present  century,  the  suggestion  was  made  that  the  name  of 
Stamp  Act  Island  be  changed,  as  it  had  outlived  its  usefulness.  This  was  not 
done,  however,  and  today  the  title  is  appreciated  for  its  historic  interest. 


23  (1779-80)  Rhode  Island  Ship  medal.  VLUGTENDE  removed. 
Betts-562,  Breen-1139.  Fine-15  to  VF-20,  holed  and  plugged. 

Brass.  Many  fine  details  are  present,  including  soldiers  and  port¬ 
holes.  Plug  well  done,  though  somewhat  lighter  than  surrounding 
fields.  All  things  considered,  still  a  pleasing  specimen  of  this  in¬ 
triguing  issue. 

Weight:  141.8  grains.  Diameter:  1.262  inches. 

These  enigmatic  medals  allude  to  the  occupation  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
by  British  General  Henry  Clinton,  on  December  8,  1777.  The  following  sum¬ 
mer,  General  John  Sullivan,  in  command  of  some  10,000  American  troops, 
backed  by  4,000  French  marines,  attempted  to  retake  Newport.  The  arrival  of 
the  British  fleet  off  Newport  sent  the  French  back  to  their  ships.  They  hoped  to 
engage  the  British  at  sea  instead  of  on  land,  but  a  storm  broke  up  the  day’s  naval 
activities.  By  August  30,  the  Americans  were  forced  by  circumstances  to  aban¬ 
don  tiny  Conanicut  Island,  where  they  had  been  camped.  The  American  army 
can  be  seen  fleeing  (vlugtende)  across  the  island  on  the  obverse.  By  October  25, 
1779,  the  occupying  British  forces  were  given  their  shot  at  “vlugtende,”  when 
they  were  forced  to  give  up  Rhode  Island  to  the  American  armies.  A  translation 
of  the  medal  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  is  as  follows:  “the  Americans 
had  to  run  away  in  1778;  now  there  goes  Adm.  Howe  the  same  way  in  1779.” 

24  1783  John  Chalmers  shilling.  Short  Worm  variety.  Breen-1011. 
Fine-12,  tiny  reverse  gouges  noted.  Pleasing  silver  gray.  Many  de¬ 
sign  elements  point  to  a  higher  grade,  but  some  tiny  post-striking 
damage  is  noted  at  the  reverse  center,  which  has  weakened  the  fa¬ 
mous  “birds  fighting  over  worm”  obverse  design.  Still  in  all,  a  suit¬ 
able  specimen  of  a  scarce  issue. 

Weight:  51.4  grains.  Diameter:  0.816  inches. 

Captain  John  Chalmers  (1750-1817),  a  recruiting  officer  for  the  Continental 
Army  and  later  sheriff  of  Baltimore,  struck  his  own  coinage  in  Annapolis, 
Maryland,  in  1783.  Flic  coinage  consisted  of  shillings  (the  famous  Long  Worm 
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and  Short  Worm  varieties),  sixpence,  and  threepence  denominations.  Very 
rare  pattern  issues  are  also  known;  these  are  thought  to  be  proposals  for  coin¬ 
age  presented  to  the  Continental  Congress,  which  met  in  Annapolis  Novem¬ 
ber  1783  to  August  1784.  The  “worm”  in  question  actually  has  reptilian  fea¬ 
tures  and  appears  to  be  a  snake. 

25  1783  Nova  Constellatio.  Small  US,  Pointed  Rays.  Crosby  2-B, 
Breen-1 107.  EF-40.  Medium  brown. 

Weight:  1 18.2  grains.  Diameter:  1.066  inches. 

26  1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Large  Letters,  Pointed  Rays, 
Script  US.  Crosby  4-D,  Breen-1113.  VF-20,  tiny  edge  marks  noted. 
Doubled  leaf  above  U. 

W'eight:  128.9  grains.  Diameter:  1.056  inches. 

27  1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Large  Letters,  Pointed  Rays, 
Script  US.  Crosby  3-B,  Breen-1111.  EF-45.  Tan.  Die  break  in 
wreath  above  date. 

Weight:  108.0  grains.  Diameter:  1.043  inches. 

28  Popular  design  trio:  ☆  1785  Nova  Constellatio.  Script  U.S., 
Pointed  Rays.  Crosby  3-B;  Breen-1111.  VF-30.  Tan  ☆  1787  Ver¬ 
mont.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  Ryder-12,  Bressett  11-K.  Rarity-3.  VF-20. 
Faint,  uniform  porosity,  but  with  decent  design  detail  ☆  1787 
Nova  Eborac.  Reverse  figure  to  left.  Breen-986.  VF-30  for  sharp¬ 
ness,  but  heavy  black  patina  in  areas.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


40.  Reverse  die  break  plainly  visible.  Chocolate  brown. 

Weight:  146.5  grains.  Diameter:  1.148  inches. 

The  Horned  Eagle  cent  of  1787  derives  its  name  from  a  small  die  break  ex¬ 
tending  upward  from  the  eagle’s  head,  fancifully  resembling  a  horn.  The 
break  is  nearly  always  present  on  Ryder  2b-A,  although  some  early  specimens 
exist  with  nearly  no  break  visible.  On  most  known  specimens  of  the  variety, 
the  break  unites  to  the  H  immediately  above. 

30  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  4-D.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Attractive  brown 
surfaces  free  of  distracting  marks.  A  pleasing  coin  in  all  respects. 

W'eight:  145.2  grains.  Diameter:  1.125  inches. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Taylor  Collection,  March  1987,  Lot  2128. 

31  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  1-D.  EF-40,  lightly  cleaned.  Now  natu¬ 
rally  retoning  after  an  old,  gentle  cleaning.  Design  elements  sharp. 
Free  of  major  marks. 

Weight:  157.5  grains.  Diameter:  1.131  inches. 

32  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  8-C.  Low  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Medium 
brown  with  good  overall  eye  appeal.  A  small,  natural  obverse  flan 
fissure  is  noted  at  5:00,  with  a  reverse  fissure,  again  small,  noted  at 
SSA  of  MASSACHUSETTS. 

W'eight:  161.3  grains.  Diameter:  1.131  inches. 


are  attractive  and  desirable.  A  very  nice  “type”  piece. 

Weight:  154.1  grains.  Diameter:  1.125  inches. 

The  Massachusetts  cents  of  1787-1788  were  the  first  pieces  minted  in  the 
United  States  to  bear  the  word  CENT  as  a  denomination. 


34  Connecticut  copper  group:  ☆  1785  Mailed  Bust  Right.  Miller  3.4- 
F.l.  Rarity-3.  VF-20  ☆  1787  Mailed  Bust  Left.  M  9-E.  Rarity-6.  VF- 
30  ☆  1787  Draped  Bust  Left.  M  32.2-X.l.  Fine-15  ☆  1788  M  16.1- 
H.  Rarity-3.  VF  20,  perhaps  finer.  A  nice  group  of  above-average 
quality  coins.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


35  1785  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  ET  LIR  reverse.  M 

3.4-F.2.  EF-40.  Medium  brown.  A  nice  coin  with  strong  design  de¬ 
tail  and  no  serious  marks. 

Weight:  149.7  grains.  Diameter:  1.131  inches. 


36  1785  Connecticut  copper.  African  Head  variety,  Mailed  Bust 
Right.  M  4.1-F.4.  EF-40.  Sharper  at  the  centers,  typical  for  the  vari¬ 
ety,  although  the  peripheries  of  this  specimen  are  sharper  than 
usually  seen,  displaying  full  legends  and  date.  A  plentiful  issue 
whose  popularity  is  retained  due  to  its  importance  as  a  distinct 
type  in  the  Connecticut  copper  series. 

Weight:  147.7  grains.  Diameter:  1.116  inches. 

37  1786  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  M  2.1-A.  Rarity-3. 
EF-40.  Strong  design  details  on  both  sides,  despite  faint  porosity. 
Olive,  with  lighter  high  points.  Three  full  devices  on  reverse 
shield. 

Weight:  100.7  grains.  Diameter:  1.106  inches.  Die  alignment:  360°. 


38  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  M  1.1-A.  Rarity-3. 

EF-40  for  sharpness,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago.  Smallest  Head,  a 
separate  and  distinctive  type.  Tiny  edge  clip  at  12:00,  not  uncom¬ 
mon  for  this  die  combination.  Edge  clips  are  the  rule,  not  the  ex¬ 
ception,  for  Miller  1.1-A.  A  strong  specimen  overall,  visually  finer 
than  Taylor:2391,  for  example. 

Weight:  123.2  grains.  Diameter:  1.077  inches. 

This  is  an  archetypical  issue  of  Machin’s  Mills  set  up  bv  Captain  Thomas 
Machin  and  associates  on  the  shore  of  Orange  Pond,  neat  Newburgh.  New 
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York.  The  portrait  on  this  and  related  Machin's  Mills  Connecticut  pieces  is 
smaller  than  that  generally  seen  elsewhere  in  the  series,  and  gives  the  pieces  a 
cameo-like  effect  of  special  visual  appeal.  The  story  of  Machin’s  Mills  has  at¬ 
tracted  the  attention  of  many  writers  over  the  years,  a  short  list  including 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby,  Eric  P.  Newman,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  Gary  Trudgen,  and 
William  T.  Anton,  Jr. 

39  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Left,  Horned  Bust  variety. 

M  4-L.  EF-40.  Pleasing  chocolate  brown. 

Weight:  104.3  grains.  Diameter:  1.064  inches. 

The  Horned  Bust  variety  of  1787  takes  its  name  from  a  small,  horn-shaped 
die  break  that  developed  over  the  life  of  the  obverse  die.  Specimens  are 
known  without  the  break,  and  in  various  stages  of  the  break  as  it  develops  to 
its  “full  horn"  status.  Some  collectors  have  assembled  die  state  collections  of  M 
4-L. 


40  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Left,  CONNECT  variety. 
M  15-F.  Rarity-4.  EF-40.  The  only  appearance  of  this  abbreviation 
in  the  Connecticut  copper  series.  Some  natural  flan  flaws  obscure 
tiny  portions  of  the  legend  after  RI  on  the  obverse,  and  at  ET  on 
the  reverse,  otherwise  the  coin  is  sharp  and  attractive.  Readily 
comparable  to  Taylor:2429,  for  instance. 

Weight:  133.4  grains.  Diameter:  1.111  inches. 

Highly  popular  and  desirable  due  to  the  variant  obverse  spelling. 

41  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M  31.2-r.3.  VF-35,  choice  for  the  grade. 
Only  moderately  scarce  as  a  variety,  but  quite  scarce  in  this  grade. 
Pleasing  tan  surfaces  free  of  unsighdy  marks.  Near  the  low  end  of 
the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety.  A  specimen  that  would  easily 
meet  with  the  approval  of  any  serious  Connecticut  copper  specialist. 

Weight:  135.0  grains.  Diameter:  1.095  inches.  Die  alignment:  360°,  medal 
turn. 


42  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M  33.23-Z.4.  Rarity-6.  VF-20.  Draped 

Bust  Left.  A  pleasing  tan  specimen  of  a  very  scarce  Connecticut 
copper  issue.  Previously  thought  to  be  Rarity-4,  but  now  consid¬ 
ered  much  scarcer  (see  note  below).  A  tiny,  natural  flan  fissure  is 
noted  in  the  obverse  effigy’s  hair,  otherwise  “clean”  and  highly  de¬ 
sirable  as  such. 

Weight:  148.5  grains.  Diameter:  1.116  inches. 

The  rarity  rating  of  this  Connecticut  copper  variety  was  revised  upward 
from  Rarity-4  to  Rarity-6  by  an  enthusiastic  researcher  in  the  field,  Michael 
Hodder,  in  the  Stack’s  auction  catalogue  of  June  1994. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Taylor  Collection,  March  1987,  Lot  2558. 


Desirable  1787  Miller  42-o 

Rarity-7,  10  to  12  Known 


43  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left,  AUCTOPI  variety. 
M  42-o.  Rarity-7.  Fine-12.  Perhaps  a  newly  discovered  specimen 
of  a  prominent  rarity.  This  particular  example  has  been  out  of  the 
numismatic  marketplace  for  many  years,  and  consequently  is  new 
to  the  Condition  Census.  Obverse  die  break  above  effigy’s  head, 
die  chip  below  bust.  Two  reverse  flaws  at  center,  surfaces  slightly 
porous.  Deserving  of  strong  bidding  attention. 

Weight:  140.9  grains.  Diameter:  1.116  inches. 

44  Group  of  early  American  pieces  including:  ☆  1776  Machin’s  Mills 
imitation  halfpenny.  V  6-76A.  VT-20.  The  “magic”  date  in  United 
States  history,  a  very  important  issue  which,  in  fact,  is  listed  in  the 

•  recent  editions  of  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  (see  page  48 
of  the  1997  edition).  Scarce  ☆  1787  Machin’s  Mills  imitation 
halfpenny.  V  17-87B.  VF-20  ☆  1785  Nova  Constellatio.  Single  L 
spelling,  Script  US,  Blunt  Rays.  Breen-1110.  VF-30  ☆  1785  Nova 
Constellatio.  Double  L  spelling,  Script  US,  Pointed  Rays.  Breen- 
1114.  VF-20  ☆  1787  Fugio  cent.  Kessler  Newman  12-U.  Rarity-5. 
VF-20,  cleaned  long  ago.  Scarce.  All  told,  a  nice  group  that  will  cer¬ 
tainly  attract  bids  from  many  directions.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

45  1788  Machin’s  Mills  copper.  Vlack  23-88A.  EF-40.  A  particularly 
nice  example  of  this  imitation  halfpenny  issue;  in  fact,  a  remarkable 
coin.  Brown  with  hints  of  red. 

Weight:  108.9  grains.  Diameter:  1.064  inches. 


46  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  17-b.  Rarity-3.  VF-30/EF-40.  Ob¬ 
verse  attributed  to  Rahway  Mint;  reverse  to  Elizabethtown  Mint. 
Lovely,  chocolate-brown  surfaces,  basically  free  of  any  unsightly 
marks.  Often  found  overstruck,  but  no  discernible  undertype  is  vis¬ 
ible  on  this  specimen.  Obverse  finer  than  Taylor:2177,  reverse  finer 
than  Taylor:2l78;  in  short,  a  highly  appealing  New  Jersey  copper. 

Weight:  110.7  grains.  Diameter:  1.064  inches. 

47  Group  of  New  Jersey  coppers,  including:  ☆  1787  M  6-D.  VF-30, 
perhaps  slightly  finer.  Problem-free,  deep  tan  surfaces.  Full  date 
details,  not  often  seen  on  this  variety.  Usual  reverse  die  crack  at 
bottom  of  shield  ☆  1786  M  17-J.  Rarity-3.  VF-30/20,  slightly  finer 
on  the  obverse.  Overstruck  on  a  Connecticut  copper  (as  are  many 
examples  of  M  17-J).  Broad,  tan  flan,  well-centered  and  very  nice 
overall.  Ex  Taylor:2174  ☆  1786  M  18-M.  Bridle  variety.  Dark 
brown  surfaces  with  tan  high  points.  A  tiny  edge  clip  is  noted  at 
7:00  on  the  obverse  ☆  1787  M  34-J.  VF-20,  slightly  bent.  Dark 
brown  and  steel  surfaces  ☆  1787  M  39-a.  VF'-20,  lightly  cleaned 
long  ago.  Some  peripheral  weakness,  typical  of  M  39-a  ☆  1 787  M 
64-t.  VF-20,  cleaned  long  ago.  Natural  reverse  flan  fissure  noted,  as 
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is  a  small  spot  of  patina  at  the  bottom  shield  point.  A  nice  group 
overall.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


48  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  32-T.  EF-45.  Rahway  Mint.  Easily  a 
candidate  for  Condition  Census  honors.  Olive-brown  surfaces  ba¬ 
sically  free  of  any  post-striking  marks.  Slightly  off-center  on  the 
obverse,  with  the  rim  at  the  tops  of  NO.  A  lovely  coin  that  would 
grace  an  advanced  New  Jersey  copper  cabinet. 

Weight:  143.6  grains.  Diameter:  1.095  inches. 

As  of  September  1993,  the  Condition  Census  for  this  readily  available  vari¬ 
ety  was  given  as  Uncirculated- AU-AU-EF-EF-EF.  It  is  probable  that  the  speci¬ 
men  offered  here  is  equal  to  one  (or  more)  of  the  specimens  listed  in  the  Con¬ 
dition  Census  for  the  grade. 

49  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  43-d.  EF-40.  Rahway  Mint.  Tan  sur¬ 
faces.  Great  overall  appeal  for  a  relatively  common  variety. 

Weight:  163.1  grains.  Diameter:  1.071  inches. 

50  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  46-e.  EF-40.  Rahway  Mint.  Typical 
clashed  state,  although  the  date  is  not  yet  obscured  by  later  die  fail¬ 
ure.  Strong  design  elements  despite  a  smattering  of  tiny,  natural 
flan  flaws.  Reverse  darker  than  obverse. 

Weight:  149.2  grains.  Diameter:  1.074  inches. 


51  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  63-s.  EF-45.  Morristown  Mint.  Some 
tiny,  natural  flaws  at  the  center  on  both  sides  (typical  for  this  vari¬ 
ety),  otherwise  mark-free.  Mahogany  surfaces.  Nearly  all  of  the 
horse’s  mane  details  are  bold,  as  are  virtually  all  of  the  horizontal 
and  vertical  shield  lines  on  the  reverse.  Fairly  glossy  fields.  A  treat 
for  the  New  Jersey  copper  collector. 

Weight:  132.4  grains.  Diameter:  1.143  inches. 

52  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  68-w.  Rarity-5.  Fine-12.  Rahway  Mint. 
A  very  scarce  variety.  Tan,  with  some  dark  brown  surface  patina 
seen  on  both  sides.  Some  tiny  stray  marks  noted. 

Weight:  153.0  grains.  Diameter:  1.058  inches. 

53  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  M  50-f.  Rarity-4.  Fine-15/VG-8.  Attrib¬ 
uted  to  Thomas  Goadsby.  One  of  the  popular  and  scarce  Horse’s 
Head  Left  varieties  (see  note  below).  Deep  olive-brown  with  lighter 
high  points.  Some  reverse  granularity  noted.  Split  grades  are  the 
norm  for  this  variety. 

W'eight:  133.8  grains.  Diameter:  1.116  inches. 

Maris  attribution  numbers  49-f  (Rarity-5),  50-f  (Rarity-4),  and  51-g  (Rarity-6) 
are  the  only  varieties  of  New  Jersey  coppers  that  feature  the  Horse’s  Head  Left 
design  Thomas  Goadsby  was  one  of  the  three  original  partners  granted  a  coin¬ 
age  right  in  New  Jersey  on  June  1,  1786.  A  year  or  so  later,  Goadsby  made  off 
with  the  coinage  machinery  from  the  Rahway  Mint,  making  his  now-famous 
Horse's  Head  left  coppers  at  an  unknown  spot.  He  later  fled  to  Vermont. 

From  our  sale  of  the  First  National  Hank  of  Denver  Collection,  June 
1 9  ft  7,  Lot  2055. 


54  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  M  67-v.  VF-30/EF-45.  Morristown  Mint. 

Most  design  details  sharp  on  obverse,  all  reverse  details  full  and 
strong.  A  natural  obverse  flan  flaw  is  noted  at  3:00.  Chocolate 
brown. 

Weight:  150.1  grains.  Diameter:  1.115  inches. 


55  1785  Vermont  copper.  Landscape  type,  VERMONTS  spelling. 

Ryder-2,  Bressett-IA.  VF-20.  Early  die  state,  no  wedge  break  at 
plow.  On  a  much  finer  flan  than  generally  seen  for  the  variety,  es¬ 
sentially  free  of  flaws  of  any  size. 

Weight:  127.6  grains.  Diameter:  1.080  inches. 


56  1786  Vermont  copper.  Landscape  type,  VERMONTENSIUM 
spelling,  Floating  Tree  obverse.  R-6,  B-4D.  EF-40.  Nice  design 
definition  on  both  sides.  Medium  tan  with  some  mahogany  areas 
on  the  reverse. 

Weight:  135.3  grains.  Diameter:  1.075  inches. 

On  the  obverse  of  Ryder-6,  the  third  and  fourth  trees  from  the  viewer’s  left 
are  floating  above  the  crest  of  the  mountain  below,  a  feature  that  permits  its 
immediate  identification  of  the  variety,  even  in  low  grades. 

57  Group  of  state  coinage  issues:  ☆  1786  Vermont  copper.  Landscape 
type,  VERMONTENSIUM  spelling.  R-6,  B-4D.  VF-20.  Dark  olive- 
brown.  Weak  at  reverse  center  ☆  1787  Vermont  copper.  Mailed 
Bust  Right.  R-14,  B-10K.  Fine-15.  A  nice  coin  for  the  grade  ☆  1788 
Vermont  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  R-16,  B-15S.  VF-30.  Sharp  and 
attractive  for  the  variety  despite  very  faint  uniform  porosity.  ☆  1787 
Connecticut  copper.  M  13-D.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  VF-20.  Some  central 
flan  roughness,  as  struck.  ☆  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  46-e.  Fine- 
12.  Late  die  state,  date  now  weakened  by  die  collapse  ☆  1787  New 
Jersey  copper.  M  52-i.  Rarity-3.  VF-20,  perhaps  slighdy  finer,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  reverse.  A  pleasing  coin  overall.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

58  Trio  of  popular  issues,  including:  ☆  “1781”  North  American  to¬ 
ken.  Copper.  Breen-1144.  EF-40  ☆  (1792)  Kentucky  token.  Breen- 
1155,  Dalton  &  Hamer-59c.  Plain  edge.  EF-45.  Tan.  A  nice  ex¬ 
ample  ☆  1794  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  Breen-1029.  Large  am¬ 
persand  variety.  VF-20.  Late  reverse  die  state,  heavy  crack  through 
LUM  &  LE.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

59  (1792)  Kentucky  or  Pyramid  token.  Breen-1155,  D&H-59c, 
Lancashire.  Plain  edge.  EF-45.  Deep  tan.  Shallow,  crescent-shaped 
marks  on  each  side,  perhaps  from  a  planchet  cutter,  an  unusual 
occurrence  in  the  conder  token  series. 

Weight:  152.2  grains.  Diameter:  1.152  inches. 

60  1794  Franklin  Press  token.  Breen-1165,  D&H-307a,  Middlesex.  Plain 
edge.  EF45.  Medium  brown.  Die  break  at  center  of  printing  press. 

Weight:  116.7  grains.  Diameter:  1.088  inches. 

One  of  many  English  conder  tokens  associated  with  early  American  numis 
matics,  the  Franklin  Press  token  draws  its  popularity  from  the  fact  that  Ben- 
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jamin  Franklin,  one  of  our  nation’s  founding  fathers,  worked  at  the  firm  of 
Watts’s  Printing  Works,  at  Wyld  Street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  London,  in  1726. 
He  later  revisited  the  establishment  in  1768,  although  by  that  time  the  firm 
had  become  Cox  &  Bayliss. 


but  lightly  polished  long  ago.  Brown,  not  as  bright  as  might  be  ex 
pected. 

Weight:  194.6  grains.  Diameter:  1.156  inches. 


61  Selection  of  Washington  pieces,  including:  ☆  1783  Large  Military 
Bust.  Baker-4,  Breen-1203.  Plain  edge.  VF-30,  lightly  cleaned  long 
ago.  Brown  ☆  1783  Small  Military  Bust.  Baker  4-A,  Breen-1202. 
EF-45.  Medium  brown  ☆  1783  Draped  Bust,  No  Button.  Baker  2, 
Breen-1189.  Plain  edge.  VF-20.  Brown  ☆  1783  Unity  States  cent. 
Baker  1,  Breen-1188.  Fine-12,  some  faint  porosity  and  patination 

☆  Undated  Double  Headed  cent.  Baker  6,  Breen-1204.  Plain  edge. 
EF-40  to  45.  Nice.  Faint  traces  of  red  remain  in  the  recessed  areas. 
An  altogether  pleasing  group.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

The  editor  of  this  catalogue,  Q.  David  Bowers,  is  desirous  of  corresponding 
with  anyone  possessing  an  illustration  or  a  specimen  of  the  Washington  medal 
by  Conradt,  1832,  this  being  in  connection  with  a  monograph  in  preparation. 
(Cataloguing  of  the  state  and  colonial  coins  in  this  section  is  largely  by  Frank 
Van  Valen.) 

62  Selection  of  Washington  coppers,  including:  ☆  1783  Large  Mili¬ 
tary  Bust.  Baker-4,  Breen-1203.  VF-20,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 
1783  Unity  States  cent.  Breen-1188.  VF-20,  lightly  cleaned  long 
ago  ☆  Undated  Double  Head  cent.  Baker-6,  Breen-1204.  Fine-12. 
Nice,  even  brown  ☆  1795  Grate  token.  Small  Buttons.  Baker-29, 
Breen-1270,  D&H-284.  Middlesex.  VF-30  ☆  1795  Liberty  and  Secu¬ 
rity  halfpenny.  LONDON  edge.  Baker-31,  Breen-1260,  D&H- 
1052a.  Middlesex.  Fine-15.  Olive-brown.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

The  pieces  in  tkis  lot  were  originally  purchased  from  Fort  Findlay  Coins, 
owned  by  Jack  Borckardt,  father  of  our  own  Mark  Borckardt.  Jack  has  been  a 
familiar  face  to  collectors  and  dealers  alike  for  many  years. 

63  1783  Small  Military  Bust.  Baker-4,  Breen-1201.  Engrailed  edge. 
VF-30.  Chocolate  brown. 

Weight:  116.5  grains.  Diameter:  1.100  inches. 

Ex  Fort  Findlay  Coins,  Jack  Borckardt. 

64  Selection  of  popular  Washington  pieces:  ☆  1783  Washington  8c 
Independence.  Draped  Bust,  With  Button.  Baker-5,  Breen-1198. 
VF-20.  Arc  die  crack  across  Washington’s  portrait  from  the  ob¬ 
verse  rim  at  2:00  to  the  rim  at  6:30  ☆  1783  Unity  States  cent. 
Breen-1188,  Vlack  27-W.  VF-30  ☆  Undated  Double  Head  cent. 
Baker-6,  Breen-1204.  VF-20.  Faint  patina  on  the  ONE  CENT  side 

☆  1793/2  Ship  halfpenny.  Baker-18,  Breen-1225.  Anglesey  edge. 
VF-30.  Early  die  state,  reverse  lightly  buckled,  dies  not  yet  clashed 

☆  Undated  North  Wales  halfpenny.  Baker-34,  Breen-1294.  Brass. 
VF-30,  and  actually  quite  sharp  for  an  evasion  issue  that  was  pur¬ 
posely  struck  from  shallow  dies  to  simulate  circulation.  Problem- 
free  surfaces.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

65  1783  Draped  Bust.  Restrike  by  Taylor.  Copper.  Baker-3,  Breen- 
1193.  Engrailed  edge.  Proof-63  RB.  Some  faint  hairlines  present. 

Weight:  143.4  grains.  Diameter:  1.110  inches. 

66  Popular  Washington  duo:  ☆  1791  Large  Eagle  cent.  Baker-15, 
Breen- 1206,  D&H-1049.  Middlesex.  AU-50.  Glossy  brown  surfaces 

☆  1791  Small  Eagle  cent.  Baker-16,  Breen-1217,  D&H-1050. 
Middlesex.  VF-30  to  EF-40  for  sharpness,  some  light  obverse 
scratches  and  tiny  rim  bruises  noted  for  accuracy.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


68  1791  Washington  Small  Eagle  cent.  Baker-16,  Breen-1217,  D&H- 

1050.  Middlesex.  Even  brown  surfaces. 

Weight:  195.2  grains.  Diameter:  1.190  inches. 

Ex  Fort  Findlay  Coins,  Jack  Borckardt. 


69  1791  Washington  piece.  Liverpool  halfpenny,  Lettered  Edge. 

Baker- 17,  Breen- 1223.  VF-20.  Mostly  golden  brown  toning  with 
blushes  and  splashes  of  charcoal  gray.  Imperfectly  centered,  with 
some  peripheral  design  features  missing. 

Weight:  145.5  grains.  Diameter:  1.105  inches. 


Popular  WASHINGTON  BORN  VIRGINIA 
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70  (1792)  WASHINGTON  BORN  VIRGINIA  copper.  Baker-60, 

Breen-1239.  Fine-15.  Second  die  reverse,  1775  directly  below 
ICAN.  Deep  brown,  somewhat  glossy  surfaces.  Full  reverse  leg¬ 
ends,  with  a  tiny  rim  bruise  noted  for  accuracy  at  2:00.  Rare  in  all 
grades. 

Weight:  170.3  grains.  Diameter:  1.206  inches. 


1792  Getz  Copper  “Cent” 


67  1791  Washington  Large  Eagle  cent.  Baker-15,  Breen-1206,  D&H- 

242.  Middlesex.  EF-40.  Sharpness  approaching  a  higher  grade, 


1792  Getz  “cent.”  Baker-25,  Breen-1352.  Good-5,  much  finer  on 
the  reverse.  Copper.  A  notable  rarity  in  all  grades.  An  old  edge 
test  cut  is  noted  at  12:00.  Deep  tan  surfaces  free  of  any  major  prob¬ 
lems.  A  historically  important  issue  believed  to  have  been  made  in 
America  by  Ephraim  Getz,  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  quite  possibly 
as  a  pattern  proposal  for  federal  coinage. 

Weight:  249.6  grains.  Diameter:  1.251. 
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72  Washington  trio,  including:  ☆  1793/2  Ship  halfpenny  Baker-18, 
Breen-1225,  D&H-1051.  Middlesex  (2).  One  EFAO,  typical  swollen 
and  clashed  reverse;  the  other  VF-20,  dark,  with  some  faint  red 
patination  in  areas,  early  die  state,  slightly  swollen,  not  yet  clashed. 
Scarce  as  such  ☆  1 795  Grate  token.  Large  Buttons,  Reeded  Edge. 
Baker-29B,  Breen- 1271,  D&H-283a.  Middlesex.  EF-40,  cleaned 
long  ago.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

73  (1795)  Liberty  and  Security  penny.  Baker-30,  Breen-1254,  D&H- 
243.  Middlesex.  EF-45.  ASYLUM  edge.  Glossy  brown  surfaces, 
prooflike  in  areas.  Tiny  obverse  edge  marks  noted,  still  a  nice  coin 
for  the  grade. 

Weight:  307.6  grains.  Die  alignment:  190°. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Einstein  Collection,  June  1986,  Lot  2145. 

74  (1795)  Liberty  and  Security  penny.  Baker-30,  Breen-1254.  D&H- 
243.  Middlesex.  EF-40.  A  few  stray  marks  and  some  faint  patina 
noted.  Edge  lettered,  as  usual,  AN  ASYLUM  FOR  THE 
OPPRESS’D  OF  ALL  NATIONS,  reflective  of  America  being  a  ha¬ 
ven  or  refuge  for  those  in  Europe  seeking  a  better  life. 

Weight:  300.2  grains.  Diameter:  1.309  inches. <Photo  Layout>lx 


Breen-1310.  MS-60  BN.  Glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  few  tiny,  natural, 
flan  fissures  are  noted. 


Weight:  155.4  grains.  Diameter:  1.102  inches. 

Most  probably  from  the  famous  Bank  of  New  York  hoard,  a  treasure  trove 
chronicled  over  the  years  in  various  numismatic  publications,  most  recendy  as 
a  detailed  entry  in  Q.  David  Bowers’  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards. 

1787  Fugio  cent.  KN  13-X.  AU-50.  A  nice  example  of  a  popular 
variety. 

Weight:  134.7  grains.  Diameter:  1.094  inches. 


75  Undated  Washington  Success  token.  Plain  edge.  Breen-1287.  EF- 

40.  Usual  obverse  die  break  across  Washington’s  portrait.  A  nice 
specimen  of  a  fairly  scarce  variety,  free  of  unsightly  circulation 
marks.  Still  attractive  despite  an  old,  faint  cleaning. 

Weight:  62.2  grains.  Diameter:  0.981  inches. 


1787  Cross  After  Date  Fugio  Cent  Rarity 

KN  1-Z,  Raised  Circles  Reverse 


76  1787  Fugio  cent.  Cross  After  Date.  KN  1-Z.  Rarity-7.  AU-50.  A 

prized  rarity  even  in  lower  grades.  When  a  specimen  of  the  pres¬ 
ently-offered  exceptional  quality  crosses  the  auction  block,  special¬ 
ists  everywhere  take  notice.  Medium  brown.  Very  attractive  sur¬ 
faces  without  serious  marks. 

Very  popular  as  a  “type,”  due  to  its  listing  in  A  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  and  in  other  standard  references. 

Weight:  171.2  grains.  Diameter:  1.128  inches. 

There  are  four  scarce  to  rare  die  combinations  in  the  Fugio  cent  series  that 
feature  the  Cross  after  Date  obverse  motif.  These  include  Kessler  Newman  1- 
CC,  the  famous  AMERICAN  CONGRESS  reverse,  a  high  Rarity-7  issue;  KN  1- 
Z,  as  offered  herein;  KN  1-B,  Rarity-5;  and  KN  1-L,  Rarity-6.  Of  these  varieties, 
only  KN  1-Z  features  the  Raised  Label  reverse  (Newman’s  reverse  Z).  This  rare 
reverse  was  resurrected  later  in  the  series,  but  appears  in  combination  with 
obverses  that  bear  cinquefoils  as  punctuation. 


79  Trio  of  “New  Haven”  Fugio  cent  restrikes,  all  KN  104-FF:  ☆  1787 
“red”  copper.  AU-58.  141.8  grains.  Late  die  state,  crack  through 
FU  to  rim,  then  from  rim,  across  O  and  cinquefoil  to  sun’s  face  ☆ 
1787  “yellow”  copper.  Rarity-6.  AU-55.  162.6  grains  ☆  1787  Sil¬ 
ver.  Rarity-6.  AU-55.  178.5  grains.  A  nice  group  overall.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

The  story  of  the  so-called  “New  Haven  restrikes”  is  one  of  the  most  curious 
in  19th-century  numismatics.  The  leading  actor  in  the  drama  was  Horatio  N. 
Rust,  a  numismatist  who  traveled  widely  and  wrote  extensively,  often  forget¬ 
ting  in  one  text  the  “facts”  he  had  stated  in  another.  In  brief,  it  seems  that 
sometime  circa  1860  some  new  dies  were  made  up  by  Scovill  in  Waterbury, 
Connecticut.  These  are  distinguished  by  having  narrow  rings  on  the  reverse, 
quite  unlike  any  originals  known  today.  “Restrikes”  were  made  in  varying  al¬ 
loys  of  copper,  in  silver,  and  in  gold,  the  copper  being  by  far  the  most  numer¬ 
ous.  The  pieces  were  sold  for  a  long  period  of  time,  and  were  plentiful  in  the 
numismatic  market  until  a  few  decades  ago. 

Half  Cents 


80  1793  Breen-1,  Cohen-1.  Rarity-3+.  Net  G-6.  Chocolate  brown  ton¬ 

ing  with  some  shallow  planchet  fissures  and  minor  pitting.  A  small 
obverse  rim  flaw  is  noted  at  11:00. 

Based  on  emission  sequences  established  for  the  half  cents  of  this  coinage 
year,  the  Breen- 1  is  the  first  variety  issued  from  the  first  year  of  half  cent  pro¬ 
duction  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 


81  1793  B-4,  C-4.  Rarity-3.  G-5.  Golden  brown  surfaces  with  some  pit¬ 

ting  and  porosity. 
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1793  B-4,  C-4.  Rarity-3.  G-4.  Golden  brown  toning  on  the  high 
points  deepens  to  chocolate  brown  in  the  fields.  Magnification  re¬ 
veals  some  faint  scratches  and  fine  porosity.  A  pleasing  example  of 
this  coinage  issue  for  the  collector  with  a  modest  budget. 


1794  Small  Edge  Letters.  B-2b,  C-2a.  Rarity-3.  VF-20.  Golden 
brown  toning  with  a  tiny  mark  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  and  a  re¬ 
verse  rim  bruise  at  11:00.  An  attractive  example. 

Two  distinct  edge  letter  sizes  have  been  identified  among  the  half  cents  of 
1794.  The  Large  Edge  Letters  style  is  generally  only  seen  on  the  B-l  variety 
while  the  Small  Edge  Letters  style  are  normally  found  on  the  remaining  variet¬ 
ies  of  the  year. 


1794  Small  Edge  Letters.  B-6b,  C-4a.  Rarity-3.  F-15.  Tobacco 
brown  surfaces  with  some  pitting  and  porosity  noted.  A  scattering 
of  light  scratches  are  present  on  the  reverse. 


1794  Small  Edge  Letters.  B-6b,  C-4a.  Rarity-3.  F-12.  Warm  golden 
brown  toning.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the  obverse  rim  between 
1:00  and  5:00. 

The  1794  half  cent,  although  superficially  resembling  the  Liberty  Cap  style 
of  1795-1797,  is  differently  configured.  Most  noticeable  is  the  much  larger  rep¬ 
resentation  of  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty.  As  such,  a  case  can  be  made  for  col¬ 
lecting  it  as  a  separate  design  type. 


1794  Small  Edge  Letters.  B-6b,  C-4a.  Rarity-3.  F-12.  Mostly  ebony 
surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  blue  iridescence.  The  high  points  of  the 
obverse  are  unnaturally  brilliant  prompting  us  to  suggest  in-per- 
son  examination  to  prospective  bidders. 

1794  Small  Edge  Letters.  B-6b,  C-4a.  Rarity-3.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of 
EF-40.  Golden  brown  surfaces  with  pink  and  blue  highlights.  An 
area  of  heavy  reverse  corrosion  accounts  for  the  assigned  net  grade. 


Half  cent  quartette:  ☆  1794  B-6b,  C^la.  Rarity-3.  G^4  1809  B-6, 

C-6.  AU-50  ☆  1826  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40  ☆  1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60.  (Total: 
4  pieces) ' 


1794  B-9,  C-9.  F-12.  Pleasing  golden  brown  toning.  Close  examina¬ 
tion  reveals  some  fine  pin  scratches  on  the  reverse.  The  head  style 
of  the  B-9  variety,  along  with  the  B-7  and  B-8  varieties,  exhibits  a 
very  high  relief  providing  the  name  High  Relief  head  which  often 
is  used  to  identify  these  issues.  This  different  head  style  represents 
a  change  in  the  device  hub  used  to  produce  the  coinage  die. 


1795  Lettered  Edge,  With  Pole.  B-l,  C-1.  VF-30.  Chestnut  brown 
toning.  Close  examination  reveals  some  faint  planchet  fissures  on 
the  obverse  as  made.  The  obverse,  in  particular,  is  very  nicely  cen¬ 


tered.  This  is  a  very  lovely  example  of  the  variety  certain  to  attract 
the  attention  of  specialists  in  the  series. 

91  Offering  of  half  cent  varieties:  ☆  1795  Lettered  Edge,  Punctuated 
Date.  B-2a,  C-2a.  Rarity-3.  G-5  ☆  1800  B-lb,  C-l.  VF-35  ☆  1803  B-l, 
C-l.  VF-30  ☆  1805  Large  5,  Stems.  B-4,  C-4.  EF45  ☆  181 1  B-2,  C-2. 
VG-8  ☆  1828  12  Stars.  B-3,  C-2.  EF-40  ☆  1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60.  (To¬ 
tal:  7  pieces) 

92  Half  cent  group:  ☆  1797  1  Above  1,  Plain  Edge.  B-l,  C-l.  Net  F-12, 
with  an  obverse  gouge  ☆  1797  Plain  Edge.  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  Net 
G-5;  sharpness  of  F-15,  with  obverse  gouge  ☆  1804  Spiked  Chin.  B- 
4,  C-5.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of  EF4f),  with  light  scratches 
☆  1804  Spiked  Chin.  B-6,  C-6.  Net  VF-30  ☆  1804  Spiked  Chin.  B-7, 
C-8.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-40  with  light  reverse  scratches. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 


93  1797  Lettered  Edge.  B-3a,  C-3b.  Rarity-4.  F-12.  Olive-brown  surfaces 

display  microscopic  porosity,  however,  they  are  still  glossy  and  quite 
attractive.  Imperfecdy  centered  on  the  obverse,  with  the  result  that 
the  dentils  from  6:00  to  10:00  are  exceptionally  long.  This  is  a  very 
important  offering  for  the  variety  specialist.  Very  seldom  do  pleasing 
examples  of  the  Lettered  Edge  coinage  of  1 797  appear  on  the  market. 
Most  1797  Lettered  Edge  half  cents  which  appear  for  sale  are  either 
very  low  grade  or  have  reladvely  severe  problems,  with  some  having  a 
combination  of  both  characterisdcs.  This  is  a  very  pleasing  and  sur¬ 
prising  excepdon  to  the  general  rule  regarding  these  issues. 

The  Lettered  Edge  variety  of  1797  is  one  of  the  more  interesting  varieties 
among  half  cents  of  this  era.  The  issue  is  somewhat  crudely  struck,  and,  unlike 
earlier  lettered  edge  pieces,  is  on  a  thin  planchet. 


94  1800  B-l,  C-1.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Mostly  charcoal  gray  with  pale 

blue  highlights.  Some  hints  of  faded  red  can  be  seen  around  the 
design  elements.  Lustrous  with  choice  surfaces.  This  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  is  ideal  for  the  type  collector  who  desires  first  year  of  issue 
coinage  to  represent  each  different  design. 

First  appearance  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  motif  in  the  half  cent  denomi¬ 
nation,  although  the  style  had  been  used  earlier  elsewhere,  beginning  with  the 
1795  Draped  Bust  silver  dollars  (BB-51  and  52),  followed  in  1796  by  the  cent, 
half  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar. 


95  1800  B-l,  C-1.  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous  with  minor  surface  imperfec¬ 
tions.  Mostly  blue  and  violet  with  some  hints  of  fiery  brilliance. 

96  Half  cent  group:  ☆  1800  B-l ,  C-l  (2).  VF-30  and  VF-20  ☆  1802  0 
Overdate,  Second  Reverse.  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  G-4  ☆  1805  Medium 
5,  Double  Top,  Stemless.  B-l,  C-l.  Net  EF-40.  (Total:  4  pieces) 
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97  1804  Spiked  Chin.  B-5,  C-7.  Rarity-5.  VG-8.  Golden  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  microscopic  porosity.  From  Breen’s  Die  State  VIII 
which  is  nearly  the  terminal  die  state  for  the  variety.  The  reverse 
displays  a  continuous  rim  break  covering  the  letters  OF  AMERI. 
I  his  is  a  very  important  example  and  is  from  the  estate  of  Philip  Y. 
Reinhart  whose  name  is  mentioned  by  Breen  at  the  listing  for  this 
die  state. 

The  “Spiked  Chin”  obverse  shows  a  die  flaw  resembling  a  finger  print  on  the 
obverse,  most  probably  the  result  of  a  threaded  bolt  coming  from  contact  with 
the  die,  and  leaving  resultant  lines.  The  “Spike”  feature  is  probably  from  this 
cause,  or  a  touching-up  after  a  die  injury.  In  any  event,  it  has  become  part  of 
the  American  numismatic  idiom,  and  half  cent  collectors  for  generations  have 
aspired  to  own  examples. 

98  1804  Spiked  Chin.  B-6.  C-6.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Chocolate  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  From  Breen’s  Die  State  XI  with  a  small  triangular  rim  break 
over  the  space  between  the  letters  F  and  A. 

99  Quartette  of  1804  half  cents:  ☆  Spiked  Chin.  B-6,  C-6.  VF-30. 
Early  die  state.  ☆  Spiked  Chin.  B-7,  C-8  (2).  EF-40  and  VF-30  ☆ 
Plain  4,  Stemless.  B-10,  C-13.  EF-45.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


100  1804  Crosslet  4,  Stems.  B-9,  C-10.  MS-60.  Chocolate  brown  toning 

on  lustrous  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  and  well-centered. 

Our  consignor  notes  that  this  is  from  the  Charles  Williams  Collection 
sold  by  Numismatic  Galleries  in  1950. 


portunity  for  the  specialist  as  pleasing  examples  of  this  very  rare 
variety  seldom  come  on  the  market.  In  fact,  the  last  one  we  recall 
handling  was  in  conjunction  with  our  offering  of  the  Wally 
Gilligan  Collection  a  few  years  ago.  A  classic  and  very  popular  rar¬ 
ity  in  the  half  cent  series.  One  of  the  “basic”  issues  needed  for  a  set 
of  half  cents. 

105  Quartette  of  1806  half  cents:  ☆  Small  6,  Stemless.  B-3,  C-l  (2).  EF- 
45  and  EF-40  ☆  Large  6,  Stems.  B-4,  C-4.  EF-40  (2).  (Total:  4 
pieces) 

106  Half  cent  pair:  ☆  1806  Small  6,  Stemless.  VF-30,  with  reverse 
scratch  ☆  1828  13  Stars.  EF-40.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

107  1807  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (ANACS).  Mostly  golden  brown  with 
splashes  of  charcoal  gray  on  the  high  points  and  at  the  borders. 
Traces  of  faded  mint  red  can  be  seen  among  a  few  of  the  devices. 
This  is  an  extremely  important  offering  from  an  early  die  state. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  devices  are  quite  sharply  detailed  with 
virtually  full  hair  and  drapery  detail.  Additionally,  both  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  borders  show  virtually  complete  dentilation  with 
very  minor  weakness  noted  on  the  reverse  from  12:00  to  3:00.  The 
alert  specialist  is  certain  to  notice  that  this  is  a  very  unusual  charac¬ 
teristic  and  will,  therefore,  bid  accordingly. 

108  1807  B-l,  C-l.  EFA5.  Golden  brown  toning  with  much  frosty  lustre 
still  surviving.  Despite  our  grade  of  EF-45,  due  to  the  late  die  state 
and  the  remaining  lustre,  we  feel  that  this  coin  could  easily  be 
graded  significantly  higher. 

109  1809  B-4,  C-3.  MS-60.  Gray  brown  toning  on  lustrous  surfaces. 
Sharply  struck  and  well  centered.  This  is  a  very  pleasing  example 
of  the  initial  appearance  of  this  design  type. 


101  1804  Crosslet  4,  Stems.  B-9,  C-10.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Golden  brown 
surfaces  with  pale  blue  highlights. 

102  1804  Crosslet  4,  Stems.  B-9,  C-10.  AU-50.  Mottled  tan  surfaces 
with  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving  in  the  fields. 

103  1805  Medium  5,  Double  Top,  Stemless.  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55.  Pleasing 
golden  brown  toning  with  delicate  lilac  highlights.  Traces  of  mint 
lustre  still  survive  in  the  fields. 


Rare  1805  B-2  Half  Cent 


104  1805  Small  5,  Stems.  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-6.  G-7.  Golden  brown  toning 

on  the  high  points  deepens  to  chocolate  brown  in  the  fields.  Both 
surfaces  show  light  porosity.  This  is  an  extremely  important  op- 


110  Trio  of  1809  half  cents:  ☆  9  Over  6.  B-5,  C-5.  EF-40  ☆  B-6,  C-6  (2). 
AU-58  and  EF-45.  Each  has  golden  brown  surfaces.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


111  1810  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58.  Attractive  chestnut  brown  toning  with  much 
lustre  remaining.  Sharp  central  details  with  weaker  peripheral  de¬ 
signs.  This  is  an  important  offering  as  most  1810  half  cents  are  in 
substantially  lower  condition. 

112  1828  13  Stars.  B-2,  C-3.  MS-64  RB.  Fully  lustrous  and  about  40% 
fiery  red  with  blushes  of  golden  brown,  blue,  and  violet.  Most  of 
the  central  design  features  are  sharp. 

Ex  Stack’s,  12/7/1951:156. 

113  1828  13  Stars.  B-2,  C-3.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Mostly  golden  brown 
surfaces  with  faint  navy  blue  highlights.  Traces  of  fiery  red  can  be 
seen  despite  the  designation  on  the  holder. 

114  1828  13  Stars.  B-2,  C-3.  MS-63  BN.  Golden  brown  toning  with 
pleasing  blue  and  violet  highlights.  The  obverse,  in  particular,  is 
nicely  centered  with  full  dentilation. 

115  1828  12  Stars.  B-3,  C-2.  AU-55.  Mostly  tan  surfaces  with  some 
splashes  of  deeper  toning  at  the  reverse  periphery. 

The  anomalous  star  count  is  probably  the  result  of  inattention  at  the  Mint. 
This  piece  is  conceptually  related  to  the  1832  12-stars  $5  (told  coin  and  the 
1817  15-stars  copper  cent. 

Ex  Stack's,  8/19/1052;  earlier  from  numismatist  E.C.C.  Boyd. 
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116  1832  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RB.  Frosty  and  attractive.  The  obverse  has 
blue  and  violet  iridescence  at  the  center  with  wisps  of  fiery  mint 
brilliance  at  the  rims.  The  reverse  is  mostly  blue  and  violet  with 
hints  of  faded  red. 

117  1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RB.  Fully  lustrous  and  partially  fiery  red  with 
blushes  of  appealing  violet  on  both  surfaces. 

Outstanding  1834  Half  Cent 


118  1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  bril¬ 
liant  with  some  blushes  of  pale  violet. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

119  1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  RB.  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant,  just  be¬ 
ginning  to  fade  to  tan.  The  reverse  is  essentially  golden  brown  with 
blue  and  violet  iridescent  highlights. 

From  the  New  Netherlands  Sale  of  April  29,  1960. 


Proof  1835  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

<  120  1835  B-2,  C-2.  Proof-64  BN.  Golden  brown  surfaces  with  inter¬ 

mingled  orange,  violet,  and  sea  green  highlights.  Sharply  detailed  de¬ 
vices  with  highly  reflective  fields.  From  Breen’s  Die  State  III  prior  to 
the  formation  of  a  crack  from  the  top  of  the  letter  R  to  the  border. 


Delightful  1835  Half  Cent 


121  1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem  having  frosty  de¬ 
vices  and  satiny  fields.  Mostly  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  violet 
on  both  surfaces. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  1  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

122  1837  half  cent  token.  Low-49.  MS-64  BN.  Mostly  golden  brown 
with  pale  blue  highlights.  Wisps  of  fiery  red  can  be  seen  at  the 
rims.  Half  cent  tokens  in  this  state  of  preservation  are  few  and  far 
between.  Most  exhibit  light  wear  with  chocolate  brown  surfaces 
while  very  few  have  any  traces  of  original  red  lustre  surv  iving. 

This  issue  is  properly  a  part  of  the  Hard  Times  token  series  and 
within  that  series— which  comprises  300  or  more  various  tokens— 
this  is  the  only  one  denominated  as  a  half  cent.  As  there  were  no 
federal  half  cents  coined  with  the  1837  date,  and  as  the  present 
piece  is  the  size  of  a  half  cent  (but  with  different  motifs),  Wayte 
Raymond  created  a  whole  for  it  in  the  half  cent  albums  he  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  1930s.  An  exceptional  demand  for  the  issue  arose, 
and  today  the  piece  is  widely  collected  by  half  cent  enthusiasts  as 
well  as  Hard  Times  token  specialists.  It  is  one  of  only  a  few  Hard 
Times  tokens  listed  in  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins. 


123  1849  Large  Date.  B-4,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 
warm  olive-brown  toning.  The  fields  are  smooth  and  satiny  and 
most  design  features  are  defined  to  full  advantage. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  none  finer. 

124  Late-date  half  cent  group:  ☆  1850  B-l,  C-L  Rarity-3.  MS-60  ☆ 
1851  B-l,  C-l  (2).  MS-63  BN  and  MS-60  ☆  1853  B-l,  C-l  (2).  MS-64 
BN  and  MS-63  BN  ☆  1855  B-l,  C-1.  MS-63  RB.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

125  Uncirculated  half  cent  selection:  ☆  1851  B-l,  C-1.  MS-63  RB  ☆ 
1855  B-l,  C-l  (2).  MS-63  BN  and  MS-60  ☆  1856  B-2.  MS-60.  (Total: 
4  pieces) 

126  1854  B-l,  C-1.  MS-64  RB.  Mostly  brown  surfaces  with  faint  blue 
and  violet  iridescent  highlights.  Wisps  of  fiery  mint  brilliance  en¬ 
hance  the  obverse  border. 

127  1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RB.  A  lustrous  gem  example.  About  30% 
mint  red  fading  to  tan  and  blue. 

128  1856  B-2.  MS-64  RB.  The  obverse  is  partially  brilliant  with  navy 
blue  at  the  center.  The  reverse  is  mostly  mint  red.  Some  shallow 
mint-caused  flaws  on  the  reverse  are  noted. 

129  1857  B-l,  C-1.  MS-63  RB.  Dipped  long  ago  and  still  essentiallv  bril¬ 
liant  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  mostly  retoned  in  blue  and  vio¬ 
let. 

Writing  in  1860,  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  most  of  this  mintage  was 
retained  and  went  to  the  melting  pot.  Thus,  although  the  mintage  of  35.180 
pieces  would  in  itself  indicate  a  scarce  issue,  apparently  fat  fewer  were  actualh 
released. 
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Rare  Proof  1857 


1793  Chain  Cent 


132  1793  Chain  AMERICA.  S-3.  Rarity-3-.  Net  G-7;  sharpness  of  F-12. 

Tan  toning  on  the  high  points  deepens  to  charcoal  gray  in  the 
fields.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  light  porosity.  A  few  oxidation  pits  can 
be  seen  on  the  obverse,  mostly  around  the  date.  The  Chain  cent  of 
this  year  represents  the  first  major  design  type  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  and,  thus,  is  essential  for  the  completion  of  a  type  set.  Ex¬ 
amples  were  released  into  circulation  beginning  in  March  1793. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

130  1857  B-2.  Rarity-4.  Proof-63  BN  (PCGS).  Chocolate  brown  sur¬ 

faces  with  vivid  blue  and  violet  highlights.  Deeply  and  fully  struck 
with  all  design  features  showing  superb  definition. 

A  fine  raised  “lint  mark”  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek,  a  feature  that 
appears  to  be  shared  by  the  specimen  in  the  Breen  half  cent  Encyclopedia.  This 
feature  was  presumably  imparted  to  the  die  by  a  piece  of  thread  during  the 
hubbing  process. 

The  number  of  Proof  half  cents  struck  this  year  is  not  known.  Probably 
somewhere  between  100  and  200  would  be  in  the  ballpark.  Presumably,  Proof 
half  cents  and  large  cents  were  sold  as  pairs  (with  1857  Flying  Eagle  cents, 
made  later  in  the  year,  sold  separately). 

Large  Cents 


Popular  1793  Chain  10 


131  1793  Chain  AMERI.  Sheldon-1.  Rarity-4.  Net  G-7;  Sharpness  F- 

12.  Glossy  chocolate  brown  surfaces.  Some  small  gouges  and  rim 
nicks  account  for  the  assigned  net  grade. 

The  new  American  cents  played  to  generally  unfavorable  reviews,  with  one 
observer  stating  that  Miss  Liberty  looked  as  if  she  were  “in  a  fright,”  and  that 
the  chain  device  on  the  reverse  was  an  “ill  omen”  for  a  country  proclaiming  its 
liberty.  As  a  result,  the  Wreath  design  was  made  as  a  replacement. 


Attractive  1793  Wreath  Cent 


133  1793  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge.  S-6.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Intermingled  golden  brown  and  chocolate  toning  complement 
both  surfaces.  Faint  iridescent  blue  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse. 

The  second  major  design  type  of  the  year.  Obverse  with  Miss  Liberty  re¬ 
styled.  Reverse  with  wreath  replacing  the  chain  motif.  Edge  ornamented  with 
vine  and  bars. 


134  1793  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge.  S-6.  Rarity-3.  G-6.  Charcoal 

gray  and  brown  surfaces  with  a  prominent  heart-shaped  planchet 
void  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  ear.  Several  minor  rim  bruises  can  be 
seen,  and  magnification  reveals  a  few  faint  scratches. 


135  1793  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge.  S-6.  Rarity-3.  Net  G-5;  sharp¬ 

ness  VG-10.  Golden  brown  toning  on  the  high  points  deepens  to 
charcoal  gray  in  the  fields.  The  obverse  has  been  scratched  and 
burnished. 
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136  1793  Wreath.  Lettered  Edge.  S-l  lc.  Rarity-3-.  Net  F-12;  sharpness 

of  VF-30.  Chocolate  brown  toning.  Nicely  centered  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Surface  oxidation  and  porosity  account  for  the  assigned  net 
grade. 


I  137 


1793  Wreath.  Lettered  Edge.  S-llc.  Rarity-3-.  Net  G-6;  sharpness 
of  VG-10.  Partial  tan  at  the  centers  changes  to  chocolate  brown  at 
the  rims.  Most  of  the  inscriptions  are  clearly  defined.  A  pair  of 
nicks  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  eye  accounts  for  the  assigned  net 
grade. 


138  Pair  of  large  cents:  ☆  1793  Wreath.  Lettered  Edge.  S-llc.  Rarity-3-. 
AG-3,  porous  ☆  1804  S-266c.  G-4/AG-3,  with  a  reverse  rim  bump 
at  7:00.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


Scarce  1793  Liberty  Cap 


139  1793  Liberty  Cap.  S-l 3.  Rarity-4-.  Net  G-7.  Chocolate  brown  ton¬ 

ing  with  pronounced  porosity  on  both  surfaces.  All  inscriptions 
can  be  read  clearly  with  the  exception  of  CENT  which  shows  soft¬ 
ness  at  CE. 


140  Assortment  of  1794  varieties:  ☆  S-25.  G-6  ☆  S-30.  VG-8  ☆  SA4. 
VG-8  ☆  S-70.  VG-8.  These  pieces  variously  have  porosity, 
scratches,  nicks,  and  planchet  rifts.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

141  1794  “Head  of  1794.”  S-28.  VF-20.  Sharply  struck  and  quite  well 
centered,  with  smooth  olive-brown  surfaces  displaying  slate  gray 
toning  on  the  high  points.  An  aesthetically  pleasing  example  of  the 
variety  which  is  ideal  for  the  date  or  type  collector. 


142  1794  “Head  of  1794.”  S-49.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Golden  brown  ton¬ 

ing  on  the  high  points  deepens  to  chocolate  brown  in  the  fields.  A 
small  oxidation  spot  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck,  and  close 
examination  reveals  some  microscopic  porosity. 


143  1794  “Head  of  1794.”  S-63.  The  famous  “Fallen  4”  variety.  Rar¬ 

ity-3.  VF-30.  Pleasing  golden  brown  toning  on  glossy  surfaces. 
Close  examination  reveals  a  tiny  obverse  rim  nick  at  10:00. 

Known  as  the  “Fallen  4”  variety,  although  the  last  digit  has  not  necessarily 
fallen,  but  is  out  of  alignment.  One  of  the  better-known  varieties  of  this  water¬ 
shed  year  in  cent  coinage. 


144  1794  “Head  of  1795.”  S-70.  VF-30.  Chocolate  brown  surfaces  with 
an  attractive  wood  grain  toning  pattern  on  the  obverse.  The  im¬ 
pressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent  centering.  Superb  surfaces 
which  are  virtually  problem-free.  A  delightful  example. 

From  an  advanced  state  of  the  dies  with  the  obverse  displaying  a  crack  from 
the  rim  to  forehead  continuing  past  the  eye  to  Liberty’s  cheek. 

145  1796  Liberty  Cap.  S-88.  Rarity-4.  F-12.  Warm  chocolate  brown 
toning.  Imperfectly  centered  with  widest  dentils  at  3:00.  A  dig  can 
be  seen  on  the  reverse  near  the  top  of  the  wreath.  Pleasing  sur¬ 
faces  with  very  faint  planchet  roughness  at  the  center  of  the  re¬ 
verse. 

The  Liberty  Cap  coinage  of  1796  is  invariably  found  on  very  dark,  very' 
rough  planchets.  This  example  is  a  very  surprising  exception  to  the  general 
rule. 

146  Assortment  of  large  cents  illustrating  three  popular  design 
types:  ☆  1796  Draped  Bust,  Reverse  of  1795.  S-93.  Rarity-3-.  Net 
VG-8  ☆  1796  Draped  Bust,  Reverse  of  1795.  S-97.  Rarity-3+.  G-7  ☆ 
1797  ’97  Reverse,  Stems.  S-127.  Rarity-4.  VG-8  ☆  1797  ’97  Reverse, 
Stems.  S-130.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  VF-30  ☆  1798  2nd  Hair  Style 
S-l  66.  Net  F-15  ☆  1800/79  Overdate,  2nd  Hair  Style.  S-192.  Net 
VG-10  ☆  1810  S-283.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  VF-30,  planchet  clip  ☆ 
1813  S-292.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  VF-25,  planchet  clip  ☆  1816  N- 
2.  AU-55.  Some  variously  have  scratches,  edge  bumps,  or  porosity. 
(Total:  9  pieces) 
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147  1798  1st  Hair  Style.  S-154.  Rarity-4+.  F-15.  Mostly  chocolate  brown 
to  charcoal  gray  surfaces.  A  fine  scratch  can  be  seen  in  Miss 
Liberty’s  hair.  Close  examination  reveals  some  microscopic  poros¬ 
ity  in  the  fields. 

148  1798  2nd  Hair  Style.  S-169.  Rarity-3.  VF-25,  sharpness  of  VF-35. 
Mostly  slate  gray  toning  with  lilac  highlights.  Both  surfaces  exhibit 
microscopic  porosity. 

149  1798  2nd  Hair  Style.  S-172.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Deep  chocolate  brown 
to  charcoal  gray  surfaces  with  some  microscopic  porosity  noted. 

150  1798  2nd  Hair  Style.  S-180.  Rarity-5+.  AG-3.  Golden  brown  and 
slate  gray.  Some  marks  can  be  seen  consistent  with  the  grade. 
From  a  late  state  of  the  die  with  two  reverse  rim  breaks,  over  UN 
and  the  other  over  AT.  These  two  reverse  rim  breaks  are  sufficient 
to  identify  the  variety  even  on  this  low-grade  coin. 

151  1798  2nd  Hair  Style.  S-187.  VF-25.  Hard,  glossy  chocolate  brown 
surfaces.  The  reverse  shows  excellent  centering  and  full 
dentilation. 

152  Assortment  of  large  cents:  ☆  1800  S-197.  F-12  ☆  1802  S-240.  VG- 
10  ☆  1805  S-267.  VF-20  ☆  1810  S-283.  VF-20  ☆  1811  S-287.  F-12  ☆ 
1828  Large  Narrow  Date.  N-ll.  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of  AU-50 
with  obverse  scratches.  (Total:  6  pieces). 


Superb  1816  Cent 


160  1816  Newcomb-2.  MS-65  RB.  Frosty  lustre.  The  obverse  is  about 
15%  mint  red  changing  to  violet.  The  reverse  is  golden  brown. 

From  an  unidentified  Henry  Chapman  Sale,  Lot  406  -  a  research  op¬ 
portunity  for  one  or  more  of  our  readers. 

161  Matron  Head  trio:  ☆  1817  13  Stars.  N-3.  EF-40  ☆  1818  N-10.  MS- 
63  RB  ☆  1819  Small  Date.  N-8.  EF45.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

162  1818  N-10.  MS-64  RB.  Fully  lustrous  and  about  20%  mint  red 
changing  to  navy  blue.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  defined. 

163  Mostly  Uncirculated  large  cent  group:  ☆  1818  MS-62  BN  (2),  one 
with  a  reverse  spot  ☆  1820  Net  MS-60,  dipped  ☆  1851  AU-50  ☆ 
1853  MS-60.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


153  1801  3  Errors.  1/000,  One  Stem,  and  UNITED.  S-219.  Net  VG-10; 
sharpness  of  VF-25.  Golden  brown  and  charcoal  gray  toning.  Ex¬ 
tensive  porosity  is  noted  on  both  surfaces. 

Arguably,  this  is  the  most  famous  die  cutting  blunder  of  the  first  decade  of 
the  19th  century,  although  some  strong  competition  is  mounted  elsewhere 
(such  as  the  1806  half  dollar  reverse  with  part  of  the  stem  missing).  In  the 
present  case,  the  engraver  must  have  been  sipping  too  much  rum,  as  the  frac¬ 
tion  is  a  mathematically  meaningless  1/000,  there  is  just  one  stem  instead  of 
two  to  the  wreath,  and  the  U  in  UNITED  was  first  punched  upside  down,  then 
corrected,  giving  extra  strength  to  the  vertical  members,  with  the  result  that 
the  word  appears  as  UNITED  on  finished  coins. 

154  1801  Fraction  1/000.  S-223.  VF-35.  Glossy  surfaces.  A  faint  scratch 
can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck  and  small  reverse  rim  bumps 
are  noted  at  5:00  and  6:00.  Lightly  cleaned  and  recolored  at  some 
point  in  this  coin’s  history. 

The  obverse  die  state  is  advanced  with  rim  cuds  above  B  and  RT  in  LIB¬ 
ERTY. 


164  1819/8  Overdate.  N-l.  MS-64  BN,  prooflike.  Delightful  tan  sur¬ 
faces.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective,  es¬ 
pecially  the  obverse.  The  majority  of  design  features  are  as  sharp 
as  could  be  desired. 

165  1820  Large  Date.  N-13.  MS-64  BN.  Golden  brown  toning  enhances 
the  lustrous  surfaces.  Central  design  features  are  sharply  defined. 


155  1802  S-237.  EF-40.  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  some  minor  porosity 
noted  under  magnification. 

156  1803  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  S-255.  Net  EF-40;  but  with  the 
sharpness  of  MS-60.  Lighdy  burnished  long  ago  and  since  retoned 
in  brown  and  violet.  Magnification  reveals  some  faint  porosity  on 
both  surfaces. 

157  1807  Large  Fraction.  S-275.  Rarity-3.  VF-20.  Golden  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  pale  blue  iridescent  highlights. 

158  1808  S-277.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF-40.  Golden  brow  n  surfaces 
with  pale  blue  highlights.  Some  scratches  on  Miss  Liberty’s  por¬ 
trait  and  file  marks  at  the  obverse  rim  account  for  the  assigned  net 
grade. 

159  1812  I.arge  Date.  S-288.  Rarity-3.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-40. 

Violet-brown  and  mostly  glossy  with  a  few  areas  showing  minor 
oxidation. 


166  1822  N-7.  Rarity-3+.  VF-30.  Brown  surfaces  with  pale  blue  high¬ 
lights.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent  centering. 

167  Large  cent  group:  ☆  1825  N-4.  Rarity-3.  VF-30  ☆  1826  N-5.  VF-30 
☆  1827  N-ll.  AU-50  ☆  1828  Large,  Near  Date.  N-6.  EF-45  ☆  1837 
Plain  Cords,  Medium  Letters.  N-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  ☆  1837  Plain 
Cords,  Medium  Letters.  N-3.  AU-55  ☆  1838  N-1.  AU-50.  (Total:  7 
pieces) 

168  Large  cent  trio:  ☆  1846  Small  Date.  N-6  (2).  AU-58  and  AU-55  ☆ 
1850  N-12.  MS-64  BN.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

169  1850  N-7.  Rarity-3.  MS-65  RB.  Fully  lustrous.  About  40%  mint  red 
overall  changing  to  golden  brown  with  pale  blue  highlights. 

170  1851  N-21.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  golden  brown  surfaces.  A 
small  toning  spot  can  be  seen  by  the  second  obverse  star. 

171  1853  N-29.  MS-64  RB.  Mostly  golden  brown  surfaces  with  pale 
blue  highlights  and  wisps  of  faded  mint  red. 
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Small  Cents 


Proof  1856  Flying  Eagle  1# 


172  1856  Flying  Eagle.  Proof-61  (ANACS).  Warmly  toned  in  inter¬ 

mingled  blue,  violet,  and  golden  brown.  Wisps  of  mint  brilliance 
can  be  seen  around  the  design  elements.  Most  design  features 
show  bold  definition  including  the  eagle’s  plumage  and  the  foliage 
in  the  wreath.  Close  examination  reveals  some  marks  between  E 
and  N  in  CENTS  on  the  reverse. 

For  several  generations  of  numismatists  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  has  been 
a  great  object  of  desire.  It  is  believed  that  only  about  2,500  were  minted,  and 
of  that  number,  perhaps  1,500  exist  today  in  all  grades  combined. 

Struck  to  the  extent  of  nearly  1,000  pieces  in  1856,  for  distribution  to  news¬ 
paper  editors,  politicians,  and  others  of  influence,  to  acquaint  them  with  the 
replacement  for  the  “large”  copper  cent,  the  piece  quickly  became  known  to 
numismatists.  A  desire  arose  at  the  outset,  and  by  1859  such  pieces  were  trad¬ 
ing  in  the  range  of  $  1  each,  equal  to  a  day’s  pay  for  many  workers.  Obligingly, 
the  Mint  struck  other  pieces,  all  in  Proof  format,  for  the  collecting  community, 
eventually  producing  a  total  of  about  2,  500  as  noted. 

Today  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  is  recognized  as  being  the  rarity  in  the 
small  cent  series.  Whenever  an  example  comes  on  the  market  it  is  greeted  with 
great  enthusiasm. 
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Lustrous  1856  Flying  Eagle  1# 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

173  1856  Flying  Eagle.  AU-58.  Frosty  lustre.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces 

exhibit  faint  blushes  of  navy  blue.  A  fleck  at  the  N  in  UNITED  is 
noted. 

Listed  as  P-218  in  United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues.  The  variety  is  de¬ 
scribed  as  having  Reverse  D  in  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins. 

Another  opportunity  to  acquire  this  19th-century  American  numismatic 
landmark— a  coin  which  is  popular  in  all  markets,  all  seasons. 
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Celebrated  1856  Flying  Eagle  It 


174  1856  Flying  Eagle.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-58.  Cleaned  long 

ago  and  since  retoned  in  golden  brown,  blue,  and  violet.  Another 
opportunity  to  acquire  an  example  of  this  classic  rarity. 


Still  another  opportunity  to  acquire  a  prized  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent.  The 
present  catalogue  is  remarkable  in  its  offering  of  multiple  pieces.  Years  ago, 
veteran  dealer  Abe  Kosoff  considered  it  good  luck  to  start  an  auction  with  an 
1856  Flying  Eagle  cent— this  made  bidders  snap  to  attention  quickly! 

Popular  1856  Flying  Eagle  \t 


1856  Flying  Eagle.  Net  F-12,  but  actually  VF-20  with  pleasing  tan 
toning  with  a  heavy  obverse  scratch  by  the  eagle’s  tail.  The  last  of  a 
certainly  interesting  run  of  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  rarities. 

The  wear  sustained  by  this  piece  suggests  that  it  may  have  been  one  of  the 
coins  struck  in  1856  for  distribution  to  congressman,  newspaper  editors,  and 
others.  Most  such  pieces  were  treated  carelessly,  and  many  eventually  found 
their  way  into  circulation. 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64.  Fully  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant, 
changing  to  pleasing  tan.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  delin¬ 
eated. 

Flying  Eagle  cents  were  first  released  in  quantity  to  the  public  on  May  25, 
1857.  A  special  facility  was  set  up  in  the  yard  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  citi¬ 
zens  stood  in  long  lines  to  exchange  old  copper  “large”  cents  for  the  new  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  cents  and,  at  a  separate  window  exchanged  silver  Spanish-American 
coins  that  were  legal  tender  at  the  time. 

Quartette  of  early  small  cents  grading  average  MS-63:  ☆  1857  ☆ 
1859  ☆  1864  copper  nickel  ☆  1874  RB.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Small  cent  trio:  ☆  1857  Flying  Eagle.  AU-58  ☆  1907  Proof-64  RD. 
Remarkable  and  desirable  as  the  lowest  mintage  Proof  Indian  cent 
of  its  era.  ☆  1936  Proof-64  RD.  Type  II,  late  and  more  desirable 
issue  with  mirror  (rather  than  matte)  surface.  Desirable  as  the  first 
of  the  modern  Proof  issues  in  the  Lincoln  cent  series,  and  the 
scarcest  of  the  Proofs  from  1836  to  the  present  day.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cent  selection:  ☆  1857  (2).  AU-58  and 
AU-50.  The  latter  piece  has  a  rim  nick  ☆  1858  Small  Letters.  AU- 
50,  cleaned  ☆  1859  AU-55.  Cleaned  with  obverse  stain  ☆  1860  AU- 
55  ☆  1862  Proof-60  ☆  1880  Proof-62.  This  last  piece  has  been 
cleaned.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64  (NGC).  Intermingled  pink,  gold,  and 
lilac  toning.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny. 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64.  Pleasing  straw-colored  iridescence  on 
frosty  surfaces.  Most  design  features  are  sharp.  A  tiny  drift  mark 
can  be  seen  to  the  right  of  the  date. 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  Vivid  golden  irides¬ 
cence  with  wisps  of  pink  at  the  rims. 

Obverse  withjames  B.  Longacre’s  Indian  motif.  Reverse  with  laurel  wreath, 
possibly  by  Paquet,  but  not  attributed  with  certainty.  Important  as  the  only  cir¬ 
culating  cent  year  with  this  design  combination— thus  essential  for  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  a  type  set. 

1859  MS-64.  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
natural  iridescence  on  the  reverse. 

Uncirculated  Indian  Head  cent  quartette.  Most  are  brilliant  ex¬ 
cept  where  noted:  ☆  1859  MS-62.  Toned  ☆  1860  MS-64  ☆  1862 
MS-63  ☆  1864  copper  nickel.  MS-64.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Offering  of  PCGS-certified  Indian  Head  cents:  ☆  1860  MS-64  ☆ 
1861  MS-64  ☆  1862  MS-64  ☆  1863  MS-64  ☆  1864  bronze.  MS-65 
RB  ☆  1874  MS-64  RB.  (Total:  6  pieces) 
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A  very  nice  opportunity  to  acquire  with  one  successful  bid  a  nice  run  of  early 
Indian  cents,  plus  the  1874.  The  Indian  cent  series  is  quite  popular,  and  in  our 
recent  sale  in  Baltimore  of  the  Herman  Halpern  Collection  and  the  “Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Collection”  of  Indian  cents  the  room  was  filled  with  enthusiastic  bidders. 
The  entire  series  offers  the  opportunity  to  acquire  attractive,  historically  sig¬ 
nificant  coins  for  quite  reasonable  prices,  especially  in  grades  less  than  MS-65. 
There  is  a  lot  of  value  in  the  offing. 


186  1862  Proof-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem  having  sharp  frosty 

devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  A  highly  important  issue,  and 
one  which  in  attractive  Proof  format  is  not  at  all  easy  to  find.  Ideal 
for  the  date  specialist  as  well  as  the  type  collector. 


187  1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Struck 
from  lightly  clashed  dies. 

188  1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  RB.  About  40%  mint  red  with  blushes  of 
tan  and  blue.  Most  design  features  are  sharp  save  for  the  tips  of  a 
few  feathers  in  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress.  A  very  nice  specimen  of 
this  classic  scarce  issue  from  the  first  year  of  bronze  cent  coinage. 

189  1867  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  50%  mint  red  fading  to 
delicate  tan. 


190  1869  9/9  Overdate.  MS-64  RB.  Frosty  lustre.  The  obverse  is 

mostly  golden  brown  with  hints  of  faded  red.  The  reverse  is  about 
20%  red  with  blushes  of  brown  and  blue.  Two  small  spots  can  be 
seen  by  the  second  A  in  AMERICA. 


191  1872  MS-64  RB.  Mosdy  mint  red  with  pleasing  tan  iridescence  in 

areas. 

The  1872  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  “big  three”  dates  among  Philadelphia 
Mint  Indian  cents,  the  others  being  the  1871  (which  is  about  on  a  par  with  the 
1872)  and  the  considerably  scarcer  1877. 


192  1876  MS-65  RB.  About  50%  mint  red  with  blushes  of  brown,  blue, 
and  violet  in  the  remaining  areas.  Almost  all  design  features  are 
boldly  defined,  including  the  feathers  in  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress. 

193  1876  MS-65  RB.  Mostly  blazing  red  just  beginning  to  fade  to  tan 
on  the  reverse.  Close  examination  reveals  a  tiny  lamination  flaw 
near  the  top  of  the  first  A  in  AMERICA. 


Impressive  1877  Indian  Cent 


194  1877  MS-64  RB.  About  30%  mint  red  with  blushes  of  tan,  electric 

blue,  and  violet.  An  attractive  example  of  this  classic  rarity,  the 
most  desirable  issue  among  Indian  cents.  Examples  today  are  elu¬ 
sive  in  all  grades,  particularly  so  in  Mint  State  and  even  more  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  high  level  offered  here. 

When  an  astute  observer  glances  at  a  collection  of  Indian  cents,  his  or  her 
eyes  drift  automatically  to  the  1877  position— to  check  out  this  issue.  The 
present  coin  will  forever  be  a  joy  to  its  new  owner,  representing  as  it  does  an 
especially  pleasing  specimen. 


195  Quartette  of  1877  cents:  ☆  G-6  ☆  G-4  (3).  One  has  rim  damage. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

196  Offering  of  1877  Indian  cents  grading  average  AG-3  to  G-6.  (To¬ 
tal:  6  pieces) 

The  grades  of  these  pieces  are  not  going  to  win  any  blue  ribbons,  but  there 
is  a  strong  and  wide  market  for  1877  cents  with  readable  dates  in  lower  grades 
as  here  offered,  and  no  doubt  this  lot  will  draw  many  bids— deservedly  so. 


197  1878  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck.  Virtually  all 
design  features  show  bold  definition  including  the  tips  of  the 
feathers  in  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress. 

A  truly  splendid  example  that  will  satisfy  the  connoisseur,  the  bidder  who 
desires  superb  quality  and  has  a  checkbook  balance  to  back  up  his  or  her 
wishes.  While  the  1878  in  MS-65  Red  is  not  a  world-class  rarity,  specimens 
combining  high  grade,  nice  color,  and  overall  attractive  quality  are  decidedly 
elusive.  Particularly  when  one  considers  the  great  demand  for  them. 

198  1879  Proof-65  RD.  Almost  fully  brilliant  with  a  blush  of  faint  iri¬ 
descence  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek. 

This  is  the  first  of  the  “common  date”  Indian  cents  from  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  a  run  that  extends  through  1909.  In  actuality,  these  pieces  are  not  com¬ 
mon,  but  can  prove  to  be  quite  elusive,  particularly  at  the  Proof-65  level.  How¬ 
ever,  as  related  circulation  strikes  are  inexpensive,  Proofs  of  this  era  sell  for 
much  less  than  do  earlier-dated  pieces. 

In  general,  Proof  Indian  cents  were  produced  in  fairly  large  numbers  in  the 
1870s  and  1880s,  after  which  mintages  dropped  off  sharply,  creating  some 
truly  scarce  issues  among  later  years— although  the  market  has  been  slow  to 
recognize  this. 


Splendid  1880  Proof  U 


199  1880  Proof-66  RD.  Sharply  struck  and  almost  fully  brilliant  with 

some  wisps  of  orange-gold.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen. 
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Blazing  1882  Indian 


Outstanding  1890  Cent 


200  1882  Proof-66  RD.  A  splendid  gem  example  having  blazing  fields. 

The  sharp  devices  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and 
frosty.  A  winning  combination  of  technical  grade,  color,  and  over¬ 
all  quality. 


201  1883  Proof-66  RD.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  pink  iri¬ 

descence  on  both  surfaces.  The  sharp  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely 
with  the  blazing  mirror  fields.  Another  memorable  Proof  Indian 
cent. 


202  1883  MS-66  RB.  Mostly  tan  and  violet  at  the  centers  changing  to 

fiery  red  at  the  borders.  A  tiny  spot  can  be  seen  on  the  eighth 
feather  of  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress. 


203  1884  Proof-66  RD.  A  sharply  struck  gem.  Almost  fully  brilliant 

with  just  a  whisper  of  violet  at  the  obverse  border.  Quite  elusive  at 
this  grade  level.  The  1884  is  also  considered  to  be  one  of  the  more 
desirable  dates  of  this  decade. 


204  1884  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem  example  having  frosty  de¬ 

vices  and  satiny  fields.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of 
pink  and  tan.  Most  design  features  are  as  sharp  as  could  be  de¬ 
sired. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


205  Gem-quality  Indian  Head  cent  trio.  All  are  red  and  brown:  ☆ 

1885  Proof-65.  Somewhat  more  elusive  than  generally  believed  ☆ 

1886  Type  II.  Proof-64.  Second  obverse  variety  of  the  year.  A  very 
attractive  example,  and  one  that  is  in  strong  demand  1888 
Proof-65.  This  year  is  considered  to  be  the  most  desirable  single 
year  of  the  decade,  due  to  the  related  low  business  strike  mintage, 
which  adds  market  pressure  to  the  Proofs.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

206  1887  Proof-66  RB.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  blushes  of 
pale  violet  and  blue. 


207  1890  Proof-66  RD.  A  blazing,  brilliant  example  having  sharp  satiny 
devices  and  nicely  reflective  fields. 

208  1898  Proof-65  RB.  Tan  toning  on  the  high  points  changes  to  a  fi¬ 
ery  brilliance  in  the  fields.  The  design  elements  are  sharply  de¬ 
fined  and  frosty. 

209  1900  Proof-66  RB.  Mostly  brilliant,  just  beginning  to  fade  to  pale 
tan. 

Proofs  of  this  era  are  considerably  scarcer  than  generally  realized.  Proofs  of 
the  1880s  were  set  aside  in  quantity  byj.  Calvin  Randall  and  other  Philadel¬ 
phia  professional  numismatists  of  the  era,  and  certain  “clusters”  of  these  sur¬ 
vived  in  the  market  until  later  years.  The  cataloguer  recalls  buying  groups  of 
pieces  from  William  L.  Pukall  in  the  1950s.  However,  by  now  all  have  been  dis¬ 
persed.  The  Proofs  of  the  1890s  and  1900s  are  a  different  story,  and  while 
some  small  groups  survived  here  and  there,  most  were  widely  dispersed  at  the 
time  of  issue. 


210  1908-S  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is 

noted  at  the  tips  of  some  of  the  feathers  in  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress. 

This  represents  the  first  branch  mint  Indian  cent.  There  was  relatively  little 
call  for  one-cent  pieces  in  the  American  West  in  the  19th  century,  as  emphasis 
in  that  region  was  on  silver  and  gold.  By  1908  there  were  enough  requests 
from  banks  that  the  San  Francisco  Mint  began  striking  them. 

The  San  Francisco  Mint  cents  of  1908-S,  1909-S  (Indian),  and  certain  1909-S 
Lincoln  varieties  are  struck  on  planchets  made  from  a  slightly  different  alloy 
than  that  used  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time.  As  such,  pieces  surviving 
today  that  have  not  been  dipped  or  cleaned  typically  have  a  slight  yellowish 
color  in  addition  to  normal  toning.  This  fact  is  not  widely  known. 


211  1908-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  brilliant.  The  reverse  has 
some  blushes  of  tan. 

212  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  BN.  Mostly  golden  brown  with  some  faded 
red  on  the  obverse  and  wisps  of  fiery  red  at  the  reverse  rim.  A 
pleasing  example  of  the  most  famous  of  all  Lincoln  cent  varieties. 
An  American  classic. 


Superlative  Proof  1909  Lincoln  1£ 


213  1909  Lincoln.  Matte  Proof-66  RD.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Sharplv 

struck  and  satiny.  The  rims  are  broad  and  the  fields  are  steeply 
basined. 

Albrecht- 1  A. 
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214  1910-S  MS-66  RD.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  few  tiny  flecks  and 
small  toning  spots  are  noted. 

215  1912-D  MS-65  RB.  About  40%  mint  red  changing  to  tan,  with  sea 
green,  maroon,  and  violet  iridescent  highlights. 

216  Blazing  Lincoln  cent  trio:  ☆  1913  MS-65  RD  ☆  1920-D  MS-64  RD 
☆  1925-D  MS-64  RD.  Each  piece  is  brilliant  and  frosty.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

217  1914-D  AU-58.  Toned  in  intermingled  tan,  blue,  and  violet. 

The  1914-D  cent  is  very  elusive  in  higher  grades.  By  this  year  the  novelty  of 
the  Lincoln  cent  had  faded  and  relatively  few  were  set  aside  at  or  near  the  time 
of  issue.  Years  later,  when  collecting  by  date  and  mint  became  popular  (par¬ 
ticularly  after  the  advent  of  Wayte  Raymond’s  albums  in  the  1930s),  high- 
grade  1914-D  cents  proved  to  be  few  and  far  between. 

218  Quality  Lincoln  cent  assortment:  ☆  1915  MS-64  RD  with  minor 
reverse  spots  ☆  191 8-D  MS-63  RB  ☆  1919-D  MS-63  BN  ☆  1929-D 
MS-64  RD  ☆  1929-S  MS-64  RD  ☆  1931-S  MS-63  BN.  (Total:  6 
pieces) 

219  1915-D  MS-65  RD.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  blushes  and 
splashes  of  vivid  orange-gold  on  the  high  points  and  at  the  rims. 
Magnification  reveals  a  scattering  of  trivial  flecks. 

220  1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  EF^IO  (ANACS).  Warm  maroon,  blue, 
and  charcoal  gray  toning. 

221  1972  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

222  Trio  of  1972  Doubled  Die  obverse  cents:  ☆  MS-65  RD  (2),  one 
with  light  spots  ☆  MS-64  RD.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

223  Modern  Lincoln  trio,  all  ANACS  certified:  ☆  1972  Doubled  Die 
obverse.  MS-63  RD  ☆  1983  Doubled  Die  reverse.  MS-62  RD  ☆ 
1984  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-65  RD.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

Two-Cent  Pieces 


224  1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Golden  brown  toning  with 
pale  blue  and  violet  highlights. 

225  Assortment  of  mostly  Uncirculated  two-cent  pieces  including 
some  gem-quality  examples:  ☆  1865  MS-65  RB  ☆  1866  MS-65  BN 
☆  1867  MS-65  RB  ☆  1868  MS-64  BN  ☆  1869  MS-64  RB  ☆  1871 
AU-58.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

This  lot  represents  an  outstanding  opportunity  to  acquire  with  one  success¬ 
ful  bid  a  very  nice  run  of  this  short-lived  and  highly  interesting  series.  As  a 
handy  rule  of  thumb,  the  later  the  date  in  the  two-cent  piece  series,  the  scarcer 
the  coin  is. 


226  1870  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem  having  sharp  devices 

and  blazing  mirror  fields.  A  splendid  piece,  one  worthy  of  espe¬ 
cially  close  bidder  attention,  as  such  quality  is  very  elusive. 


227  1870  Proof-64  RD  (NGC).  A  blazing,  sharply  struck  gem  example. 
On  today’s  market,  high-quality  Proof  two-cent  pieces  are  much 
harder  to  find  than  generally  realized.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
pieces  with  excellent  eye  appeal  such  as  the  present  piece. 

Nice  things  sometimes  come  in  pairs,  it  is  said,  and  by  use  of  our  One  Lot 
Only  option  explained  under  our  Terms  of  Sale,  you  can  compete  for  Lot  226 
and  227,  and  be  assured  of  winning  no  more  than  one. . 

228  1870  Proof-64  RB.  About  40%  mint  red  with  blushes  of  pale  tan 
and  blue.  Quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level.  Worthy  of  sharp  atten¬ 
tion  by  prospective  bidders. 

229  1872  Proof-64  RB.  About  50%  mint  red  with  blushes  of  tan  and 
violet  on  both  surfaces.  Most  design  features  are  defined  to  full 
advantage.  A  few  tiny  flecks  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse.  Acclaimed 
as  the  second  rarest  date  in  the  two-cent  piece  series,  exceeded  in 
fame  only  by  the  1873.  Proofs  of  this  quality  are  decidedly  elusive 
on  today’s  market.  An  important  opportunity. 


230  1873  Closed  3.  Proof-63  RB.  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers  with 

blushes  of  blue  at  the  borders.  A  classic  rarity  by  any  standard.  A 
key  to  the  two-cent  series. 

In  1873  two-cent  pieces  were  struck  only  in  Proof  format,  with  no  related 
business  strikes  for  general  circulation.  The  mintage  was  not  recorded,  but  the 
standard  guess  is  that  about  600  were  struck.  Examples  were  made  both  of  the 
Closed  3  style  (as  offered  here)  and  the  Open  3,  with  Walter  Breen  suggesting 
that  the  Open  3  pieces  might  be  restrikes,  although  this  has  not  been  con¬ 
firmed  by  other  researchers. 

For  many  years  the  ownership  of  a  beautiful  1873  two-cent  piece  has  been  a 
particular  badge  of  distinction.  The  present  coin  offers  such  an  opportunity. 

NICKEL  THREE-CENT  PIECES 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

231  1865  Proof-64.  Pale  golden  gray  surfaces.  The  devices  are  sharp 

and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective.  A  major  rarity  in  the 
context  of  Proofs  of  this  era.  Worthy  of  a  very  strong  bid  (also  see 
following  lot). 

Double  punched  date  as  described  by  Breen:2412. 
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I  233 


1865  Proof-64.  Appealing  golden  toning.  The  sharp  frosty  devices 
contrast  nicely  with  the  blazing  mirror  fields.  Another  example  of 
this  Proof  rarity,  another  evidence  that  good  things  come  in  pairs. 

Double  punched  date  as  described  by  Breen:2412. 

By  the  time  that  the  new  nickel  three-cent  denomination  had  been  released 
partway  through  the  1865  year,  many  Proof  sets  and  groups  had  been  distrib¬ 
uted  without  this  denomination.  The  number  of  Proofs  struck  is  not  recorded, 
but  may  have  been  only  one-third  to  one-half  of  the  average  number  struck  in 
the  immediate  years  afterward,  beginning  with  1866. 

1865  MS-65.  Slate  gray  toning  with  pale  gold  and  lilac  highlights.  A 
touch  of  striking  softness  can  be  seen  at  the  center  of  the  reverse 
as  made. 

First  year  of  the  type  and  denomination.  The  metal  was  acquired  from  Jo¬ 
seph  Wharton’s  nickel  mine  at  Lancaster  Gap,  Pennsylvania.  Wharton  was  an 
indefatigable  promoter  of  nickel,  lobbied  politicians  intensely,  curried  favor 
with  Mint  officials,  set  up  exhibits  at  trade  shows,  published  booklets,  etc.  The 
Wharton  Business  School  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  to¬ 
day  bears  his  name. 


234  Pair  of  NGC-certified  nickel  three-cent  pieces:  ☆  1866  Proof-65. 
Quite  scarce,  more  so  than  generally  realized.  A  “sleeper”  on 
today’s  market  '☆  1869  MS-64.  Each  is  delicately  and  attractively 
toned.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

In  the  1950s  and  early  1960s  Abe  Kosoff  decided  to  “corner”  Proofs  of  this 
date,  and  succeeded  in  acquiring  several  dozen  examples.  He  felt  that  the  is¬ 
sue  had  great  potential  value.  This  mini-hoard  has  long  since  been  dispersed. 


235  1878  Proof-64.  Attractive  golden  toning.  The  sharp  frosty  devices 

nicely  complement  the  reflective  fields. 

A  highly  important  Proof-only  date,  second  only  to  the  1877  in  terms  of 
popular  appeal  and  rarity. 


236  1878  Proof-64.  The  frosty  cameo  devices  contrast  sharply  with  the 
glittering  mirror  fields.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  gold  and 
gray. 

237  1880  MS-65.  A  lovely  gem  having  satiny  surfaces.  Pale  golden  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  centers  changes  to  delicate  blue  at  the  borders. 

The  1880  is  particularly  elusive  in  Mint  State.  Most  high-grade  pieces  com¬ 
ing  on  the  market  are  Proofs. 


Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces 

243  Uncirculated  trime  trio:  ☆  1851  MS-60  ☆  1859  MS-64  ☆  1862  MS- 
63.  Each  has  toning.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

244  1853  MS-65.  Fully  lustrous  and  essentially  brilliant  with  some  wisps 

of  pewter  gray. 


Superb  1854  Trime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

245  1854  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  on  satiny  sur¬ 

faces.  Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies.  Important  from  several  as¬ 
pects:  1.  The  1854  is  the  first  year  of  the  Type  II  design,  and  thus  is 
of  special  interest  to  anyone  forming  a  type  set.  2.  Coins  of  this 
date  are  fairly  scarce  in  all  grades.  3.  The  present  MS-65  coin,  a 
specimen  in  the  gem  category,  is  truly  rare,  and  there  are  probably 
no  more  than  a  few  dozen  equivalent  pieces  in  all  of  numismatics. 

PCGS  Population:  16;  4  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


238  1882  MS-64.  Intermingled  pewter  gray  and  gold  iridescence  on 

lustrous  surfaces. 


246  1862  Proof-64.  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  delicate  pink  and  blue  iri¬ 

descent  highlights. 


239  1883  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  toning  complements  the 
sharp  satiny  devices  and  blazing  mirror  fields. 

240  1 884  Proof-65.  The  fields  are  blazing  mirrors  and  the  motifs  have  a 
texture  intermediate  between  frosty  and  satiny.  Both  surfaces  are 
partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  gold. 

24 1  1 885  Proof-64.  A  lovely  gem  having  frosty  devices  and  blazing  mir¬ 
ror  fields.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pleasing  golden  iridescence  with  a 
scattering  of  tiny  toning  spots. 

242  1886  Proof-65.  Brilliant  with  hints  of  pale  gold  and  pearl  gray. 
Nice  eye  appeal.  Highly  important  as  one  of  just  three  Proof-only 
dates  in  the  nickel  three-cent  series  (the  others  being  1877  and 
1878). 


OWERS  AND  MERENA 


247  1863  Proof-64.  Intermingled  blue,  gold,  and  violet  iridescence. 

Highly  prized  as  a  low-mintage  date. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

248  1864  Proof-64.  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  The  frosty  design  ele¬ 

ments  contrast  nicely  with  the  blazing  mirror  fields.  One  of  the  key 
issues  in  the  silver  three-cent  piece  series,  always  in  demand. 
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(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

249  1864  Proof-63.  Warm  gold,  gray,  orange,  and  green  iridescence. 
Virtually  all  design  features  are  boldly  and  deeply  defined. 

250  1864  MS-60.  Intermingled  golden  brown  and  blue  iridescence  on 
slate  gray  surfaces.  Close  examination  reveals  some  tiny  obverse 
dents,  a  few  of  which  have  caused  minor  reverse  warping. 

251  1865  Proof-64.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims. 
The  frosty  design  elements  contrast  nicely  with  the  mirrored 
fields.  Ever  popular  as  a  key  date. 

252  1865  MS-62  (PCGS).  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to 
golden  brown  and  blue  at  the  borders. 

253  1867  Proof-64.  Warmly  and  vividly  toned  in  intermingled  blue, 
gold,  and  maroon. 

1867  is  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series,  as  are  all  after  1862.  Today,  the 
market  pays  relatively  little  notice  to  these  issues,  and  the  opportunity  is  fur¬ 
nished  to  acquire  true  scarcities  and  rarities  for  seemingly  nominal  sums.  To 
our  mind  there  is  a  lot  of  value  here. 

254  1870  Proof-62/65.  Mostly  blue  at  the  centers  changes  to  gold  at 
the  borders.  A  pin  scratch  on  the  obverse  accounts  for  the  some¬ 
what  incongruous  grade. 

Superb  1871  Silver  30 


In  a  scenario  similar  to  that  described  earlier  for  the  1865  nickel  three-cent 
piece,  the  1866  Proof  Shield  nickel  is  much  rarer  than  its  immediately  follow¬ 
ing  contemporaries.  Shield  nickels  were  not  distributed  later  in  the  year,  by 
which  time  most  Proof  set  and  group  purchases  had  been  made.  The  Mint  of¬ 
fered  single  Proof  examples  for  10  cents  apiece,  but  probably  few  availed 
themselves  of  the  purchase  opportunity. 

257  1866  With  Rays.  MS-60.  Golden  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  A  few  contact  marks  can  be  seen  on  the  shield  motif. 

258  1869  Proof-65.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  champagne 
iridescence.  A  very  nice  example  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist 
desiring  to  complete  a  date  set  of  Shield  nickels  in  Proof  format. 

259  1869  Proof-65.  Appealing  golden  toning  at  the  centers  changes  to 
vivid  lilac  at  the  borders.  Another  opportunity  to  acquire  a  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  this  issue.  Quality  of  this  order  is  elusive. 

260  1872  Proof-65.  Doubled  obverse  die.  Delicate  golden  gray  irides¬ 
cence  with  hints  of  blue  peripheral  toning.  The  letter  S  in  CENTS 
is  “broken”  or  incomplete  at  its  base. 

261  Trio  of  lightly  toned  Shield  nickels  grading  Proof-63  each:  ☆ 

1874  ☆  1880  Recognized  as  a  scarce  date  ☆  1883  Last  year  of  the 
design.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


262  1877  Proof-64/63.  Sharply  struck  with  gold  and  violet  toning.  The 

obverse  in  particular  shows  bold  cameo  contrast.  The  1877,  with  a 
mintage  probably  in  the  1,000  range,  stands  tall  and  proud  as  the 
landmark  among  regular-issue  nickel  five-cent  pieces  from  1866  to 
the  present  day,  having  by  far  the  lowest  mintage.  Year  in  and  year 
out,  nice  Proofs  are  in  demand.  Certainly,  the  successful  bidder  on 
this  lot  will  enjoy  its  ownership. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

255  1871  MS-67  (NGC).  Vivid  gold,  blue,  and  maroon  toning.  The  ob¬ 

verse  is  remarkably  prooflike  showing  bold  cameo  contrast. 

NGC  Population:  6;  1  finer  (MS-68  finest). 

Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces 


263  1877  Proof-50.  Mottled  charcoal  gray  toning.  Light  oxidation  is 
present  on  both  surfaces,  and  a  fine  pinscratch  can  be  seen  on  the 
reverse.  An  opportunity  for  the  budget-conscious  buyer  to  acquire 
a  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date. 

264  1878  Proof-64.  Golden  surfaces  with  some  hints  of  lilac  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  A  tiny  spot  is  noted  above  F  in  OF.  A  scarce  and  popular 
Proof-only  issue.  Current  market  values  are  a  fraction  of  what  they 
were  a  few  years  ago,  thus  presenting  an  opportunity. 

265  1878  VF-20.  Slate  gray  surfaces.  Struck  as  a  Proof,  but  spent,  thus 
experiencing  a  decade  or  so  in  circulation. 


256 


266  1880  Proof-64.  Delightful  golden  gray  surfaces.  Frosty  devices  with 
satiny,  slightly  mirrorlike  fields.  Always  in  demand  as  a  scarce  date, 
due  to  the  relatively  low  availability  of  related  business  strikes. 

267  Liberty  Head  nickel  trio  grading  Proof-64:  ☆  1883  No  CENTS 
(NGC)  ☆  1883  With  CENTS  ☆  1907.  Each  piece  is  toned.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

This  is  a  very  “nifty”  group,  as  each  piece  has  a  story.  Both  varieties  of  1888 
represent  the  two  Liberty  Head  nickel  types  of  the  year,  and  the  1907  is  the 
issue  with  the  smallest  recorded  Proof  mintage  of  any  Liberty  Head  nickel 
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1866  With  Rays.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  gray  toning.  The 
mirror  character  of  the  fields  is  somewhat  subdued  on  this  speci¬ 
men  A  few  handling  marks  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse. 
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from  1883  through  1912.  There  you  have  it— three  beauties,  offered  in  a  mar¬ 
ket  which  in  our  opinion  does  not  fully  recognize  the  scarcity  and  desirability 
of  such  pieces. 

1886  Proof-64.  The  devices  are  sharply  struck  and  satiny  with  glit¬ 
tering  mirrored  fields. 

Among  Philadelphia  Mint  Liberty  Head  nickels  of  the  regular  1883-1912  se¬ 
ries,  the  1886  is  second  only  to  the  1885  in  terms  of  elusive  quality.  High-grade 
pieces  are  in  particular  demand. 

Pair  of  attractively  toned  Liberty  nickels  grading  Proof-64  each:  ☆ 
1886.  A  lovely  example  of  this  scarce  date  ☆  1887.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1886  MS-61.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  complements  the  frosty 
devices  and  satiny  fields.  Highly  regarded  as  a  rare  date. 

1887  Proof-65.  Intermingled  pale  blue-gray  and  orange-gold  irides¬ 
cence. 

1905  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  gold 
at  the  centers.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  with  lovely  mir¬ 
rored  fields. 

In  general,  Proof  Liberty  Head  nickels  of  the  early  20th  century  are  scarcer 
than  their  counterparts  of  a  decade  or  so  earlier,  although  market  values  do 
not  reflect  this. 

1912  Proof-63.  Intermingled  pastel  gold  and  blue  iridescence.  A 
tiny  spot  can  be  seen  beneath  T  in  CENTS. 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-62.  A  splendid  strike  with  virtu¬ 
ally  all  design  features  defined  to  full  advantage.  Delicately  toned 
in  intermingled  gold  and  lilac-gray. 

The  Matte  Proof  format  was  introduced  in  the  nickel  five-cent  series  in  this 
year.  Earlier,  similar  finishes  had  been  used  on  the  Lincoln  cent  (beginning  in 
1909)  and  gold  coins  (1908).  The  Matte  Proof  style,  popularized  at  the  Paris 
Mint  and  widely  used  in  the  United  States  to  produce  medals,  did  not  prove 
popular  in  coin  form  with  numismatists.  Many  complaints  resulted,  and  sales 
dropped  precipitously.  Although  mintage  figures  for  Matte  Proofs  have  been 
printed  in  popular  references,  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  number  actually  distrib¬ 
uted  was  far  less.  Today,  any  and  all  Matte  Proofs  of  this  era  are  very  elusive. 
The  1913  Buffalo  nickel  of  the  Type  I  format  is,  of  course,  in  special  demand 
for  inclusion  in  type  sets,  as  it  was  made  only  in  this  single  year. 


Superb  1913-D  Nickel 

Type  I 


1913-D  Type  I.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  superlative,  virtually  flawless 
gem  exhibiting  pastel  rainbow  iridescence  with  blue,  violet,  and 
gold  predominating. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  none  finer. 

1913  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-64.  Pleasing  pale  gold  iridescence. 
Sharply  struck  with  satiny  surfaces  and  steeply  basined  fields.  Very 
scarce  at  this  level. 

1915  Matte  Proof-63.  Vividly  toned  in  intermingled  orange-gold 
and  lilac.  Very  elusive.  Only  a  few  hundred  pieces  are  believed  to 
exist  today. 


278  1920-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  gray  toning  enhances  the 

lustrous  surfaces.  Common  enough  in  worn  grades,  but  notably 
elusive  in  Mint  State.  The  present  coin  is  particularly  attractive. 


279  1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Appealing  satiny  lustre.  Golden  gray  ton¬ 

ing  with  blushes  of  blue.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  delin¬ 
eated.  The  strike  on  this  piece  is  better  than  average,  although 
hardly  needle  sharp.  Of  all  Buffalo  nickels  1913-1938,  the  1926-D 
is  usually  seen  as  flat  as  the  proverbial  pancake.  The  present  ex¬ 
ample  is  better  than  average  and  probably  stands  in  the  top  10%  of 
•  surviving  Mint  State  pieces  in  this  regard. 


280  1937  Proof-64.  Splendid  golden  toning  with  splashes  of  blue.  The 

devices  are  sharp  and  satiny  and  the  fields  are  glittering  mirrors. 

One  of  just  two  dates  of  Buffalo  nickels  struck  with  the  mirror  Proof  format. 
A  delightful  candidate  for  a  high-grade  type  set. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

281  1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-64.  Golden  gray  iridescence  on  satiny  sur¬ 

faces.  A  splendid  example  of  one  of  the  most  famous  varieties  in 
the  Buffalo  nickel  series.  At  the  Denver  Mint  a  die  was  filed  or 
treated  with  an  emery  board  or  similar  device,  thus  removing  one 
of  the  legs. 


High-Grade  1937-D  50 

3-Legged  Buffalo 


282  1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-58.  Attractively  toned  in  delicate  pastel  gold 
and  gray. 

283  1937-D  3-Legged.  F-15.  Pewter  gray  toning  on  the  high  points  with 
some  wisps  of  deeper  iridescence  in  the  fields. 
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Half  Dimes 


Celebrated  1792  Half  Disme 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

284  1792  Half  disme.  Pollock-7,  Judd-7.  Rarity-3.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Sil¬ 

ver.  Diagonally  reeded  edge.  Mostly  golden  gray  surfaces  with 
wisps  of  navy  blue  around  the  design  elements  on  the  obverse. 
Close  examination  reveals  some  scattered  handling  marks  and 
hairlines. 

The  1792  half  disme  is  the  earliest  official  issue  (for  which  documentation  is 
known)  struck  after  the  passage  of  the  Mint  Act  of  1792.  Thomas  Jefferson 
took  receipt  for  1,500  pieces  on  July  13  of  that  year;  it  seems  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  they  were  struck  no  more  than  just  a  few  days  earlier. 

The  obverse  is  attributed  to  the  engraver  Birch  (first  name  never  confirmed, 
although  various  theories  exist— a  recitation  of  which  will  be  furnished,  on  re¬ 
quest,  to  the  successful  bidder)  on  the  excellent  grounds  that  the  Liberty  head 
on  the  half  disme  closely  resembles  the  head  on  the  Birch  cents.  On  the  reverse, 
the  eagle  with  its  crested  head  and  scaly  feathers  is  not  too  unlike  the  decorative 
motif  used  atop  mirrors  of  the  era  and  other  items  of  decorative  art. 

James  Ross  Snowden,  writing  in  the  19th  century,  referred  to  the  issue  as  the 
“Washington  half  dime,”  and  remarked  that  the  bust  of  Liberty  “is  popularly 
supposed  to  represent  the  features  of  Martha  Washington,  who  is  said  to  have 
sat  for  the  artist  while  he  was  designing  it.”  (If  the  successful  purchaser  of  this 
lot  would  like  expanded  information  concerning  the  1792  half  disme  includ¬ 
ing  citations  over  the  years,  minting  theories,  etc.,  these  will  be  furnished 
upon  application  to  Q.  David  Bowers  at  our  office.) 


285  1794  Valentine-2.  Rarity-4.  Net  G-4.  Slate  gray  toning  with  blue 

and  golden  brown  highlights.  Close  examination  reveals  porosity 
on  both  surfaces. 

Half  dimes  dated  1794  were  produced  from  dies  made  in  that  year,  but  not 
employed  at  the  Mint  until  early  1795.  The  motif  is  the  Flowing  Hair  style  as 
also  used  on  half  dimes  bearing  the  1795  date. 


Lustrous  1795  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

286  1795  V-4.  Rarity-4.  ALJ-58  (NGC).  Golden  gray  toning  with  almost 

all  of  the  original  mint  frost  still  surviving  in  the  fields.  Stars  five 
through  seven  on  the  obverse  are  somewhat  soft.  A  nice  example 
of  the  Flowing  Hair  style  of  this  year,  a  likely  candidate  for  a  high 
quality  type  set. 


Desirable  1795  Half  Dime 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

287  1795  V-4.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-20,  actually  EF-40.  The  obverse  has 
pale  golden  gray  iridescence  at  the  center  with  vivid  blue  and  vio¬ 
let  at  the  rim.  The  reverse  has  intermingled  violet-gray  and  blue 
toning.  Close  examination  reveals  some  fine  scratches  on  both  sur¬ 
faces. 

288  1795  V-4.  Rarity-4.  G-5.  The  obverse  has  golden  brown  and  char¬ 
coal  gray  toning.  The  reverse  is  mostly  blue  and  lilac. 

289  1795  V-5.  Rarity-3.  Net  VG-8;  Sharpness  of  F-15.  Intermingled 
pearl  gray  and  slate  gray  surfaces  with  golden  brown  highlights. 
Slightly  bent.  Some  faint  scratches  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

290  1797  13  Stars.  V-l.  Rarity-5+.  Net  VG-8;  sharpness  of  VF-20.  Inter¬ 
mingled  gold,  gray,  and  blue  toning.  A  heavy  gouge  can  be  seen  on 
Miss  Liberty’s  drapery,  and  a  curved  “scratch”  is  noted  by  the  ob¬ 
verse  rim  at  2:00  (possibly  caused  by  a  planchet  cutter;  a  corre¬ 
sponding  “scratch”  is  also  present  on  the  reverse). 

Ever  popular  as  a  representative  of  the  rare  combination  of  the  Draped  Bust 
obverse  with  the  Small  Eagle  reverse  and  thus  essential  for  inclusion  in  a  type 
set.  This  piece  offers  the  opportunity  to  acquire  one  at  a  figure  much  less  than 
is  usually  the  case. 

291  1797  15  Stars.  V-2.  Rarity-3.  Net  G-6;  sharpness  VF-30.  Golden 
gray  toning  on  the  high  points  deepens  to  charcoal  gray  in  the 
fields.  Very  slightly  bent.  A  gouge  on  Miss  Liberty’s  head  and  a 
scattering  of  minor  scratches  account  for  the  assigned  net  grade. 

The  note  under  the  preceding  lot,  290,  is  equally  applicable  to  the  present 
lot. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

292  1800  Normal  LIBERTY.  V-l.  Rarity-3.  VF-35.  Cleaned  in  the  past 

and  now  retoned  in  delicate  golden  gray.  Two  tiny  nicks  can  be 
seen  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  eye. 

First  year  combining  tin-  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  re¬ 
verse. 
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293  1800  V-l.  Rarity-3.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  VG-10/VF-25.  Rarity-3. 
The  obverse  has  charcoal  gray  toning.  The  reverse  is  slate  gray 
with  pink  and  blue  highlights.  Slightly  bent  with  a  scratch  above 
the  eagle.  An  area  of  flatness  on  the  obverse  accounts  for  the 
somewhat  incongruous  grade. 

294  Assortment  of  Capped  Bust  half  dimes:  ☆  1829  V-6.  AU-55  ☆ 
1830  V-7.  Rarity-4.  AU-50  ☆  1831  V-l.  AU-58  ☆  1832  V-l.  AU-58  ☆ 
1835  Large  Date,  Small  5c.  V-9.  Rarity-3.  AU-55.  All  have  toning. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

295  1829  V-7.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Boldly  struck.  Miss  Liberty’s 
hair  and  the  eagle’s  plumage  all  show  bold  definition.  Much 
prooflike  character  can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  Both  surfaces  exhibit 
delicate  golden  iridescence. 

First  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  style.  Half  dimes  had  not  been  produced  since 
1805. 

296  Offering  of  Capped  Bust  half  dimes  mostly  grading  AU  or  bet¬ 
ter:  ☆  1829  AU-55  ☆  1830  AU-50  (2)  ☆  1831  EF-45  ☆  1832  AU-50 
(2)  ☆  1834  (4).  AU-58  (2),  AU-50,  and  EF-45  ☆  1835  AU-50  ☆  1836 
MS-60.  Some  are  brilliant;  others  are  lightly  toned.  (Total:  12 
pieces) 

The  series  of  Capped  Bust  half  dimes  1829-1837  is  quite  interesting  to  study 
and  contemplate.  There  are  no  major  “date  rarities.”  That  is,  there  are  no  ex¬ 
amples  that  stand  out  as  rare  dates— in  the  manner  that  an  1802  is  considered  a 
rarity  in  the  early  series.  There  are,  however,  scarce,  rare,  and  elusive  die  vari¬ 
eties,  most  of  whi£h  sell  for  only  nominal  sums  compared  to  common  issues. 
Equipped  with  a  high-powered  magnifying  glass,  the  specialist  can  have  a  lot  of 
old-fashioned  numismatic  fun  with  this  specialty. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

'  297  1830  V-4.  Rarity-6.  EF-40.  Pearl  gray  iridescence  with  wisps  of  gold 

and  pewter  gray  at  the  borders. 

1  298  1831  V-1.  MS-64  (NGC).  The  obverse  exhibits  intermingled  golden 

brown  and  charcoal  gray  toning.  The  reverse  is  pearl  gray  at  the 
center  changing  to  orange-gold  peripherally. 


Very  Rare  1835  Half  Dime 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

I'  299  1835  Large  Date,  Large  5c.  V-8.  MS-64.  Rarity-7  (per  Jules 

Reiver’s  Variety  Identification  Manual,  1984).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
some  faint  blushes  of  gold  and  gray.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the 
fields  are  satiny.  Most  design  features  are  sharp,  including  the  ob¬ 
verse  stars  all  of  which  show  their  radials.  A  touch  of  striking  soft¬ 
ness  is  noted  at  the  eagle’s  right  (viewer’s  left)  wing. 


300  1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-62.  Frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  The  obverse  is  brilliant.  The  reverse  exhibits  just  a  whisper 
of  pale  champagne  iridescence. 

The  1837  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  and  the  related  1838-0  are,  in  effect, 
miniature  Gobrecht  dollars— when  the  obverse  is  viewed.  The  design,  without 
stars,  is  taken  from  Christian  Gobrecht’s  illustrious  silver  dollar  of  1836. 

301  1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck. 

302  1846  F-12.  Pewter  gray  toning  on  the  high  points  deepens  to  char¬ 
coal  gray  in  the  fields.  Faint  blue  and  violet  iridescent  highlights 
complement  both  surfaces. 

The  1846  is  recognized  as  a  key  issue  of  this  decade,  one  that  was  scarce 
years  ago  and  is  even  scarcer  today— considering  the  even  wider  demand  for 
Liberty  Seated  coinage.  An  excellent  opportunity  to  acquire  a  piece  which, 
while  occasionally  seen  higher  than  the  F-12  grade  offered  here,  is  a  major  rar¬ 
ity  in  Mint  State. 

303  1853  No  Arrows.  AU-58.  Attractive  intermingled  blue-gray  and 
gold  iridescence. 

A  very  scarce  issue  in  all  grades.  Relatively  few  pieces  were  made  prior  to  the 
Act  of  February  21,  1853.  Of  those  few  that  were  put  into  circulation  most 
were  quickly  snapped  up  by  speculators  and  bullion  dealers,  who  found  they 
could  be  melted  down  and  yield  more  than  their  face  value!  Quite  probably, 
many  pieces  were  simply  held  at  the  Mint  and  melted  to  be  recoined  under  the 
new  standard. 

304  1854  Arrows.  MS-64.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  sat¬ 
iny.  Both  surfaces  are  mostly  brilliant  with  some  wisps  of  pale  gold. 

Gem  1859  Half  Dime 

Unique  Design  Type 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

305  1859  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Warmly  toned  in  intermingled  blue,  gold, 
and  violet.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  deep  mirrors. 
The  scratch  visible  on  the  reverse  photograph  is  on  the  slab,  not 
on  the  coin. 

The  obverse  of  the  1859  Philadelphia  Mint  half  dime  is  a  unique  design  type. 
Possibly  created  by  Anthony  Paquet,  the  representation  of  Miss  Liberty  is 
slightly  modified,  with  slimmer  arms  and  with  certain  other  details  altered. 
Each  star  is  hollow  in  the  center,  a  unique  distinction— not  seen  on  any  other 
Liberty  Seated  half  dimes. 

These  characteristics  are  generally  overlooked.  A  case  can  be  made  for  con¬ 
sidering  the  issue  as  a  separate  “type.”  Should  such  a  philosophy  ever  become 
widespread,  watch  out  for  the  price!!! 

306  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  quartette:  ☆  1859  MS-63.  Lightly  toned. 
Distinctive  type  with  modified  figure  of  Miss  Liberty  and  hollow 
star  points  ☆  1862  Proof-60  (3).  Two  are  brilliant;  one  is  lightly 
toned.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

307  1860  Proof-64.  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  blue,  violet,  and 
gold.  Quite  scarce  at  this  level. 

308  1862  Proof-63.  Golden  toning  at  the  centers  changes  to  electric 
blue  and  lilac  at  the  rims. 

309  1863  Proof-64.  Intermingled  gold,  blue,  and  lilac  iridescence  with 
some  hints  of  brilliance  on  the  reverse.  Both  surfaces  show  bold 
cameo  contrast.  Always  popular  due  to  the  rarity  of  this  date  in 
business  strike  form. 
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310  1864  Proof-62.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  golden  gray. 

Very  desirable  as  a  date-just  check  out  the  prices  listed  in  the  “Coin  Mar¬ 
ket"  column  of  Numismatic  News,  or  the  “Trends”  column  of  Coin  World ,  or  the 
ubiquitous  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins— for  grades  such  as  Good,  Very 
Good,  and  Fine.  Such  considerations  are  quite  important,  as  they  give  an  un¬ 
derlying  concept  of  value  to  a  Proof. 

311  1864  Proof-60.  Slate  gray  surfaces  exhibit  delicate  blushes  of  gold 
and  blue  iridescence.  Scarce  and  highly  prized. 

312  1865  Proof-64.  A  splendid  strike  with  most  design  features  as 
sharp  as  could  be  desired.  Both  surfaces  display  pale  gold  irides¬ 
cence.  Another  highly  prized  date,  a  half  dime  combining  the  im¬ 
mense  appeal  of  being  rare  in  business  strike  and  rare  in  Proof  for¬ 
mat  as  well.  Another  example  of  this  rare  issue. 

313  1865  Proof-64.  Intermingled  gold-gray  and  blue  toning.  Virtually 
all  design  features  of  the  reverse  wreath  are  defined  to  full  advan¬ 
tage. 

The  present  sale  is  living  proof  that  nice  things  sometimes  come  in  pairs,  as 
with  Lots  312  and  313.  Our  One  Lot  Only  option  explained  under  our  Terms 
of  Sale  will  allow  you  to  bid  on  both  of  these  but  be  sure  of  winning  no  more 
than  one. 

314  1866  Proof-64.  Attractive  toning  with  hues  of  gold,  pink,  and  blue 
predominating. 

Another  truly  scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  half  dime,  an  issue  which  in  all 
grades  is  a  key  date— from  well  worn  up  to  the  splendid  Proof  quality  offered 
here. 

315  1866  Proof-60.  Mostly  golden  brown  and  gray  with  some  splashes 
of  blue  on  the  reverse.  A  scarce  date,  always  in  demand. 

316  1869  Proof-63.  Delightful  champagne  iridescence.  Blazing  mir¬ 
rored  fields  surround  cameo  devices. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

317  1869-S  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
pearl  gray  iridescence.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the  top  of  the 
wreath  on  the  left  side. 

Quite  scarce  in  Mint  State.  Such  pieces  met  two  main  fates:  they  were 
shipped  to  the  Orient  and  melted,  or  were  placed  into  circulation  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  other  West  Coast  cities.  To  our  knowledge,  in  1869  there  was  no  one 
at  all  with  a  numismatic  interest  in  collecting  early  mintmarked  half  dimes. 
However,  soon  thereafter  W.S.  Greany,  a  San  Francisco  dealer,  would  become 
interested  in  the  series  and  would  supply  examples  to  a  small  but  growing 
community  of  specialists,  mainly  located  on  the  East  Coast. 

318  1870  Proof-63.  Uniform  pale  gold  toning.  The  reverse  shows  par¬ 
ticularly  bold  cameo  contrast. 

Dimes 


seen  on  the  obverse,  most  prominently  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s 
face. 

The  variety  can  be  recognized  immediately  by  the  obverse  rim  cud  by  the 
first  star. 

First  year  of  the  denomination.  The  obverse  is  of  the  Draped  Bust  motif  af¬ 
ter  a  sketch  by  Gilbert  Stuart.  The  reverse  is  of  the  Small  Eagle  format. 


320  1796  JR-3.  Rarity-5.  F-12.  Mosdy  slate  gray  surfaces  with  blue,  vio¬ 

let,  and  gold  highlights.  Magnification  reveals  a  scattering  of 
scarcely  noticeable  scratches,  predominantly  on  the  obverse. 


321  1796  JR-6.  Rarity-3.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  VF-25.  Pewter  gray  sur¬ 

faces,  with  wisps  of  charcoal  gray  at  the  borders.  Some  scratches 
on  the  obverse  account  for  the  assigned  net  grade. 


322  1805  4  Berries.  JR-2.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-50.  Cleaned  and 
since  retoned  in  golden  gray.  Evidently  mounted  in  jewelry  long 
ago  as  the  reeding  is  somewhat  flat  at  12:00;  opinions  are  bound  to 
vary  on  this  point,  however. 

323  1805  4  Berries.  JR-2.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-45.  Cleaned  long 
ago  and  lightly  burnished  on  Miss  Liberty’s  face  and  neck.  Now 
retoned  in  pale  gold. 

324  1807  JR-1.  VF-20.  Delicate  golden  gray  toning.  A  fine  pinscratch 
can  be  seen  on  the  obverse  and  is  mentioned  for  accuracy’s  sake. 
Last  year  combining  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  Heraldic 
Eagle  reverse. 

325  1807  JR-1.  F-12  (ANACS).  Warmly  toned  in  intermingled  blue  and 
orange-gold. 

326  1807  JR-1.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  VF-20.  Mottled  gray,  gold,  and 
blue  toning.  A  faint  scratch  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck, 
cheek,  and  temple. 

327  Capped  Bust  dime  trio:  ☆  1811/09  Overdate.  JR-1.  Net  Rarity-3. 
VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-45.  Porous  ☆  1814  Large  Date,  No  Period 
After  10C.  JR-3.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆  1836 
JR-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

328  1814  Large  Date.  JR-2.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Warmly  and  attractively 
toned  in  intermingled  shades  of  blue,  violet,  and  golden  brown. 
Softly  struck  above  the  denomination  on  the  reverse.  Some  han¬ 
dling  marks  can  be  seen  around  the  eagle’s  head  and  neck. 

329  1820  Large  O.  JR-1 1.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Golden  brown  and  lilac  at 
the  centers  changes  to  navy  blue  at  the  peripheries. 

330  Capped  Bust  pair  grading  EF-45  each:  ☆  1821  Large  Date.  JR-1  V 
1834  Large  4.  JR-1.  Each  has  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 
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319  1796  John  Reich- 1.  Rarity-3.  G-6.  Mostly  slate  gray  surfaces  with 

some  blushes  of  gold  and  pink.  A  scattering  of  tiny  marks  can  be 
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331  Another  Capped  Bust  dime  trio:  ☆  1821  Large  Date.JR-6.  AU-58, 
obverse  scratch  ☆  1827JR-7.  Rarity-3.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU- 
55.  Rim  nick  at  2:00  ☆  1829  Small  lOtf.  JR-4.  AU-58,  with  a  dent  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  reverse  shield  stripes.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

332  More  Capped  Bust  dimes,  all  different  dates:  ☆  1821  Small  Date. 
JR-8.  EF-40  ☆  1829  JR-7.  AU-50  ☆  1833  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  ☆ 
1834  Large  4.  JR-6.  AU-50  ☆  1835.  JR-5.  AU-50.  All  have  toning. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

333  Capped  Bust  dime  quartette:  ☆  1821  Small  Date.  JR-9.  EF-40.  ☆ 
1823/2  Small  E’s.  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  Net  EF-45.  ☆  1832  JR-2.  AU-50.  ☆ 
1833  Last  3  high.  JR-5.  AU-50.  The  1832  is  brilliant;  the  others  are 
lighdy  toned.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

334  1823/2  Overdate,  Large  E’s.  JR-3.  AU-50.  The  central  areas  are 
brilliant  with  wisps  of  golden  brown  and  navy  blue  peripherally. 

335  1825  JR-1.  Rarity-4.  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers  changing 
to  golden  brown  at  the  borders.  Wisps  of  navy  blue  ornament  the 
extreme  rims. 

336  1827JR-4.  AU-50.  Cleaned  long  ago  and  now  retoned  in  pale  gold- 
gray  with  blushes  of  brown  and  blue. 

337  1827  JR-4.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  in  the 
past  and  still  partially  brilliant  with  wisps  of  delicate  champagne 
and  gray  iridescence.  Close  examination  reveals  a  few  faint  hair¬ 
line  scratches. 

338  1827  JR-13.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale 
gold.  Some  faint  hairlines  in  the  field  are  indicative  of  an  old  clean¬ 
ing.  Close  examination  reveals  some  tiny  marks  beneath  the 
eagle’s  beak. 

339  1827  JR-13.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  The  obverse  is  warmly  and  attractively 
toned  in  intermingled  orange,  blue,  and  maroon.  The  reverse  has 
pale  champagne  iridescence  at  the  center  changing  to  gold  and 
gray  at  the  borders. 

340  Offering  of  scarce  Capped  Bust  dime  varieties:  ☆  1829  Medium 
10c.  JR-1 1.  Rarity-4.  EF-40.  ☆  1831  JR-5.  EF-40.  ☆  1832  JR-5.  EF-40. 
☆  1833  JR-8.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  ☆  1835  JR-1.  EF-45.  ☆  1835  JR-2.  Rar¬ 
ity-4.  EF-45.  ☆  1836  JR-3.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  ☆  1837  JR-3.  EF-45. 
Some  are  brilliant;  others  are  toned.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

Groups  such  as  this  offer  a  great  deal  of  numismatic  enjoyment,  particularly 
when  the  pieces  are  studied  under  magnification.  Dies  of  the  era  have  many 
interesting  characteristics. 

Memorable  Proof  1830  Dime 

Believed  Rarity-8 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

341  1830  Large  10C  JR-4.  Possibly  Rarity-8  as  a  Proof.  Proof-62.  Par¬ 

tially  brilliant  with  wisps  of  golden  gray  at  the  borders.  Most  de¬ 
sign  features  are  sharp  save  for  some  of  the  eagle’s  neck  feathers. 


Exceedingly  rare  in  Proof  format.  In  1830  just  a  handful  of  Proof  silver  sets 
and  individual  coins  (which  could  be  obtained  separately)  were  minted.  Nu¬ 
mismatists  of  the  era  were  few  and  far  between  but  included  such  names  asJ.J. 
Mickley,  Robert  Gilmor,  John  Allan,  and  William  Sumner  Appleton.  Appar- 
endy,  Andrew  Jackson  had  numismatic  inclinations  toward  the  end  of  the  de¬ 
cade,  and  record  survives  of  his  acquiring  certain  pieces  in  addition  to  those 
that  came  his  way  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  president.  As  time  permits,  your 
editor  (QDB)  is  assembling  a  file  on  American  numismatists  of  the  pre-1860 
era.  Great  fun! 

342  1830  Large  10c.  JR-6.  MS-60.  Delightful  golden  gray  iridescence 
complements  the  lustrous  surfaces.  All  of  the  obverse  stars  show 
their  radials,  and  most  other  design  features  are  sharp.  Slightly 
dished  planchet. 

343  1831  JR-4.  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  pale 
gold  iridescence  on  the  high  points. 

344  1832  JR-2.  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with  wisps 
and  blushes  of  gold  and  gray. 

345  1835  JR-9.  MS-62.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  complements  the 
frosty  surfaces. 

346  1835  JR-9.  MS-60.  Champagne  iridescence  enhances  the  central 
areas.  Wisps  of  pearl  gray  ornament  the  borders.  A  tiny  obverse 
rim  nick  is  noted  at  7:00. 

347  1836  JR-2.  MS-60.  Pearl  gray  toning  in  the  central  areas  changes  to 
golden  brown  and  violet  at  the  borders. 


348  1836  JR-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-60.  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant.  The 
reverse  has  delightful  pastel  gold  and  lilac  iridescence.  Some  faint 
brush  marks  can  be  seen  above  the  date. 

349  1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-55.  Pearl  gray  ton¬ 
ing  with  wisps  of  golden  brown  and  navy  blue  at  the  borders. 

350  1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-50.  Pearl  gray  iri¬ 
descence  with  golden  highlights.  Much  original  mint  lustre  sur¬ 
vives  in  the  fields.  A  tiny  abrasion  is  noted  near  the  obverse  rim  at 
11:00. 

351  Assortment  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes:  ☆  1837  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  YT-30  ☆  1838-0  No  Stars.  Net  VF- 
30;  sharpness  of  EF45.  Scarce  in  all  grades  ☆  1838-0  No  Stars.  Net 
VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF40  ☆  1853  Arrows.  Net  MS-60;  sharpness 
of  MS-63  ☆  1873  Arrows.  AU-50.  These  have  been  variously 
cleaned,  polished,  artificially  toned,  or  have  porosity.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 


352  1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-63.  Pleasing  pastel 
gold-gray  iridescence  on  lustrous  surfaces. 

An  especially  appealing  design  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint,  the  half  dime 
and  dime  of  this  format  are,  in  effect,  miniature  Gobrecht  silver  dollars. 

353  1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  EF-40.  Pale  champagne 
toning.  Wisps  of  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  letters  and 
numerals. 
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354  Mostly  Uncirculated  Liberty  Seated  dime  group:  ft  1838  Large 
Stars.  MS-60  ft  1855  Arrows.  MS-60  ft  1856  Small  Date.  MS-60  ft 
1857-0  AU-58  ft  1859  (2).  MS-63  and  MS-60  ft  1874  Arrows.  MS- 
60.  Some  are  brilliant;  others  are  lightly  toned.  (Total;  7  pieces) 


Superlative  1857-0  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

355  1857-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  frosty  gem  example.  The  ob¬ 

verse  exhibits  vivid  golden  toning.  The  reverse  is  essentially  bril¬ 
liant  with  just  a  whisper  of  champagne  iridescence.  Most  design 
features  are  defined  to  full  advantage. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

While  population  reports  of  PCGS  and  other  graders  are  useful  in  a  relative 
sense,  in  absolute  terms  they  are  not  at  all  definitive.  Equally  or  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  a  numerical  grade,  in  our  opinion,  is  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  a  coin. 
Sometimes,  as  in  the  present  example,  both  are  combined  in  a  single  piece.  In 
other  instances  this  is  not  the  case.  Thus,  the  prospective  buyer  must  always 
look  beyond  the  number  and  seek  quality. 


356  1859  Proof-63.  Appealing  golden  gray  iridescence  complements 
the  frosty  devices  and  nicely  reflective  fields.  It  is  believed  that 
only  about  400  Proofs  were  actually  released;  others  were  melted. 

357  1859  Proof-60.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence.  Some  minor  han¬ 
dling  marks  on  the  obverse  account  for  the  assigned  grade. 

Proof  Liberty  Seated  100  Group 

358  Group  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes  grading  average  Proof-60:  ft  1860 
☆  1862  (3)  ft  1872  ft  1876  ft  1879  ft  1880  (2)  ft  1882  (2)  ft  1883 
ft  1889.  Most  are  brilliant;  a  few  have  delicate  toning.  All  Proofs  of 
this  era  are  scarce.  (Total:  13  pieces) 

A  group  such  as  this  offers  a  great  deal  of  value  for  a  reasonable  price.  Most 
market  emphasis  on  Proofs  is  on  grades  of  Proof-63  or  finer.  Granted,  Proofs 
in  the  Proof-60  range  have  hairlines,  marks,  or  other  such  attributes— other¬ 
wise  they  would  be  graded  higher— but,  nevertheless,  nearly  all  display  excel¬ 
lent  sharpness  of  striking,  good  representation  of  the  design,  and  are 
numismatically  desirable.  A  bidder  with  a  limited  budget  can  reasonably  ex¬ 
pect  to  put  together  a  complete  run  of  Liberty  Seated  Proof  dimes  from  1858 
(the  first  year  that  these  were  widely  sold  to  collectors)  to  the  end  of  the  series 
in  1891,  for  a  reasonable  price.  On  the  other  hand,  putting  together  a  set  in 
uniformly  Proof-65  or  higher  grade  might  be  a  financial  impossibility. 

359  Liberty  Seated  dime  sextette,  average  Proof-62:  ft  1862  ft  1868 
(2)  ft  1869  ft  1872  (2).  One  of  the  1872  dimes  is  toned;  the  other 
pieces  are  brilliant.  Another  offering  of  scarce  issues.  (Total;  6 
pieces) 


360  1863  Proof-64.  A  handsome  example  having  frosty  devices  and 
glittering  mirror  fields.  Attractive  blue,  violet,  and  gold  toning. 

The  1863  Liberty  Seated  dime  is  a  key  issue  in  any  grade  due  to  the  low  busi¬ 
ness  strike  mintage  in  combination  with  a  reduced  quantity  of  Proofs. 

361  1863  Proof-62.  The  frosty  devices  nicely  complement  the  glittering 
fields.  Both  surfaces  display  pale  gold  toning.  Another  example  of 
this  highly  prized  date.  In  the  current  market  a  nice  Proof  such  as 
this  costs  relatively  little  more  than  a  high-grade  business  strike. 

362  Liberty  Seated  dime  trio,  average  Proof-63:  ft  1868  Brilliant  ft 
1873  No  Arrows.  Closed  3.  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with  pale  gold  at 
the  borders  ft  1875  Vivid  golden  brown  and  blue  iridescence.  (To¬ 
tal:  3  pieces) 

363  Liberty  Seated  dime  group  grading  average  Proof-62,  variously 
brilliant  or  lightly  toned:  ft  1870  ft  1876  ft  1882  (2)  ft  1888  ft 
1891.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

364  1873  Arrows.  Proof-60.  Mostly  pale  champagne  iridescence  with 
splashes  of  vivid  golden  brown  on  the  obverse.  An  important  coin 
for  inclusion  in  type  sets. 

In  1873  the  authorized  weights  of  the  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar  were 
increased  slightly.  To  reflect  this  transition,  arrowheads  were  placed  at  the 
date  on  coins  struck  under  the  new  legislation.  In  contrast,  in  1853  when  ar¬ 
rowheads  were  used,  this  marked  a  weight  reduction. 

365  1874  Arrows.  Proof-62.  Delicately  toned  in  intermingled  pastel 
shades  of  golden  gray  and  blue. 

366  1874  Arrows.  Proof-62.  Pale  champagne  surfaces  with  wisps  of 
navy  blue  at  the  borders. 

367  1874  Arrows.  Proof-62.  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers  changing  to 
pale  gold  at  the  rims. 

We  recommend  that  you  take  advantage  of  our  “One  Lot  Only”  option  dis¬ 
cussed  under  our  Terms  of  Sale.  In  that  way  you  can  bid  on  multiple  examples 
of  the  1874  dime  in  Proof-62,  but  be  assured  of  winning  no  more  than  one. 
This  will  significantly  increase  your  chances. 

368  1874  Arrows.  Proof-60.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 
gold  at  the  borders.  The  mirror  fields  are  somewhat  subdued  on 
this  example. 

369  Liberty  Seated  dime  trio,  average  Proof-63:  ft  1880  ft  1886 
Scarce  date  ft  1888.  The  1886  example  has  a  lint  mark.  All  exhibit 
delicate  golden  iridescence.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

370  1890  Proof-64.  The  fields  are  brilliant.  Hints  of  gold  ornament  the 
high  points  and  the  rims. 

371  1891-0  MS-64,  prooflike.  Vivid  orange-gold  toning.  The  frosty  de¬ 
sign  elements  contrast  nicely  with  the  mirror  fields.  This  repre¬ 
sents  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dime  struck  after 
1860.  As  such,  it  is  of  special  interest. 

372  1892  Proof-64.  An  attractive  gem  having  sharp  frosty  devices  and 
glittering  mirror  fields.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  enhances 
both  surfaces. 

In  1891  a  design  competition  was  mounted  in  the  hopes  of  securing  motifs 
that  would  be  pleasing  and  which  would  serve  to  replace  the  Liberty  Seated 
design.  After  due  consideration  a  panel  of  three  individuals  concluded  that  no 
entries  were  worthwhile,  and  Charles  E.  Barber,  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint, 
was  left  to  his  own  devices,  with  the  suggestion  that  the  Liberty  Head  on 
French  coins  might  furnish  appropriate  inspiration.  The  result  is  Barber’s  own 
version  of  the  Liberty  Head,  as  first  used  in  1892  on  the  dime,  quarter,  and 
half  dollar. 

373  1892  Proof-64.  Pale  champagne  toning  at  the  centers  changes  to 
golden  brown,  blue,  and  violet  peripherally. 

374  1892  Ptoof-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  complements  the 
sharp  frosty  devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields. 
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Proof  Barber  Dime  Collection 

375  Extensive  collection  of  different  dates  of  Proof  Barber  dimes, 

comprising  17  of  the  24  dates  struck.  The  pieces  average  Proof-62. 
A  nice  opportunity  to  gain  a  head  start  on  this  important  series. 
Significantly,  the  two  lowest  Proof  mintages  in  the  series  are  in¬ 
cluded:  1914  and  1915.  The  set  comprises:  ☆  1892  ☆  1893  ☆  1894 
☆  1896  ☆  1897  ☆  1901  ☆  1902  ☆  1903  ☆  1905  ☆  1906  ☆  1907  ☆ 
1909  ☆  1910  ☆  1912  ☆  1913  ☆  1914  ☆  1915.  A  few  are  brilliant; 
most  have  toning.  (Total:  17  pieces) 


L  376  Selection  of  Proof  Barber  dimes:  ☆  1892  Repunched  Date.  Proof- 
60/62  ☆  1895  Proof-60  ☆  1896  Proof-60/63  ☆  1900  Proof-60  ☆ 
1902  Proof-60  ☆  1904  Proof-60  ☆  1905  Proof-60  ☆  1906  Proof-60 
☆  1908  Proof-60  ☆  1912  Proof-60/63  ☆  1914  Proof-60  (lowest 
Proof  production  figure  of  the  series).  Most  of  these  pieces  have 
been  variously  polished,  hairlined,  brushed,  scratched,  or  scraped. 
(Total:  11  pieces) 


i  Another  Collection  of  Proof  Barber  Dimes 

r!  377  Another  partial  set  of  Proof  Barber  dimes,  including  17  of  the  24 

different  varieties  struck  in  Proof  format  grading  average  Proof- 
60.  A  number  of  interesting  and  important  dates  are  included,  in¬ 
cluding  the  low-mintage  1915.  The  set  comprises:  ☆  1892  ☆  1893 
☆  1896  ☆  1898  ☆  1899  ☆  1900  ☆  1901  ☆  1902  ☆  1903  ☆  1904  ☆ 
1906  ☆  1908  ☆  1909  ☆  1910  ☆  1912  ☆  1913  ☆  1915.  (Total:  17 
pieces) 


point— business  strike  and  Proof  combined.  Indeed,  considering  business 
strikes  alone,  the  1895  has  the  lowest  production  figure.  Thus,  additional  mar¬ 
ket  pressure  is  placed  upon  the  Proofs. 

384  1895  Proof-60.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  pale  gold 
on  the  high  points  and  at  the  rims. 

385  1895  Proof-60.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant.  Wisps  of  pleasing 
gold  ornament  the  rims. 

386  1896  Proof-64.  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  The  frosty  devices 
contrast  beautifully  with  the  blazing  mirror  fields. 

387  Assortment  of  Barber  dimes  grading  average  Proof-50  to  55.  All 

have  toning:  ☆  1898  ☆  1903  (2)  £1904  ☆  1905  ☆  1908.  (Total:  6 
pieces) 

388  1901  Proof-63.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  exhibit  splashes  and 
blushes  of  pleasing  gold. 

389  1903  Proof-63.  Intermingled  golden  brown  and  violet  iridescence 
complements  both  surfaces. 

390  Barber  dime  selection  grading  average  Proof-60.  All  have  toning 
unless  otherwise  noted:  ☆  1903  (2)  ☆  1908  ☆  1910  ☆  1912.  The 
last  piece  is  brilliant.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

391  1910  MS-65.  A  delightful  frosty  gem  exhibiting  delicate  golden 
gray  iridescence.  The  reverse  wreath  shows  exceptionally  bold  de¬ 
tail. 

392  1912  Proof-63.  Essentially  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the 
rims. 


r  378  Grouping  of  Barber  dimes  grading  average  Proof-60,  except 
where  noted:  ☆  1892  Repunched  date.  Brilliant  ☆  1898  Lightly 
toned  ☆  1899  Toned  ☆  1900  Toned  ☆  1902  Lightly  toned  ☆  1903 
Toned  ☆  1906  Proof-60/62.  Brilliant  ☆  1908  Brilliant  ☆  1910 
Toned  ☆  1912  Proof-60/63.  Brilliant.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

li  379  1893  Proof-64.  A  delightful  gem  having  frosty  devices  and  glitter¬ 

ing  mirror  fields.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  whisper  of 
pale  gold  at  the  borders. 

Today  there  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to  put  together  a  date  run  of  Proof 
Barber  dimes,  one  of  each  from  1892  through  1915  (no  Proofs  were  minted  in 
the  last  year,  1916).  Although  some  dates  (1894,  1895,  1914,  and  1915  come  to 
mind)  are  a  bit  more  expensive,  most  Proofs  are  inexpensive.  In  fact,  today  in 
1997,  some  are  priced  at  fractions  of  what  they  cost  during  the  “Wall  Street 
money"  market  blip  of  1989.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  in  assembling 
a  date  set,  sort  of  like  completing  a  crossword  puzzle.  In  the  1950s  we  had 
quite  a  few  clients  who  endeavored  to  fill  out  runs  of  Barbers  dimes,  quarters, 
and  half  dollars.  Today  in  1997,  relatively  few  adhere  to  this  discipline.  Thus, 
there  seems  to  be  an  opportunity  for  the  alert  buyer. 

p  380  1893  Proof-63.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  delicate 

gold  at  the  peripheries.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the 
mirror  fields. 


L  381  1894  Proof-64.  Mirrored  fields  surround  frosty  devices.  Both  sur¬ 

faces  display  delicate  champagne  iridescence.  The  1894  is  admired 
as  one  of  the  scarcer  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  of  the  series,  due  to 
a  related  low  business  strike  figure. 

r  382  Barber  dime  quintette  grading  average  Proof-62:  ☆  1894  Brilliant 
☆  1905  Lightly  toned  ☆  1910  Toned  ☆  1915  (2).  One  is  brilliant 
and  the  other  toned;  how  unusual  it  is  to  have  two  examples  of  this 
low-mintage  date.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

383  1895  Proof-63.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  gold. 

Both  surfaces  show  pleasing  cameo  contrast. 

This  is  the  most  desirable  of  all  Philadelphia  Mint  dates  from  an  overall  view- 


393  1912  Proof-63.  Attractively  toned  in  varied  hues  of  gold. 

394  1914  Proof-64.  Intermingled  gold,  violet,  and  blue  toning.  A  key 
issue  by  any  reckoning.  Depending  on  what  source  you  consult, 
just  380  to  450  Proofs  were  struck,  in  any  event  the  lowest  Proof 
mintage  of  the  1892-1915  years.  In  a  recent  conversation  (during 
lot  viewing  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection)  with  Bill  Nagle,  Bill  sug¬ 
gested  that  I  make  a  written  comment  concerning  how  truly  diffi¬ 
cult  Proof  Barber  coins  are  to  acquire  in  nice  condition.  The  sub¬ 
ject  came  up  in  a  discussion  of  printed  population  reports,  which 
in  some  instances  give  a  false  idea  as  to  the  actual  availability  of 
pieces,  especially  considering  that  many  coins  have  been  resubmit¬ 
ted,  without  these  being  reflected  in  the  printed  listings.  We  ven¬ 
tured  the  opinion  to  collect  a  high-quality  set  of  Proof-64  and 
Proof-65  Barber  coins  complete  from  the  dime  through  the  half 
dollar,  24  dates  of  each,  72  coins  in  all,  would  probably  require  the 
best  part  of  two  years  of  intense  looking.  Of  course,  if  one  were 
not  concerned  with  the  aspect  of  aesthetic  appeal,  the  task  could 
probably  be  completed  in  a  fraction  of  the  time.  However,  quality 
pieces  are  indeed  elusive. 

395  1916  Mercury.  MS-65  FB.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous.  Par¬ 
tially  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of  pale  champagne  iridescence. 
First  year  of  issue  of  this  beautiful  design. 

Years  ago  an  effort  was  made  to  call  the  1916-1945  dime  the  “Winged  Lib¬ 
erty  Head,”  and,  indeed,  this  was  the  style  followed  (but  inconsistently)  edito¬ 
rially  in  The  Numismatist.  Today,  Coin  World  adheres  to  this  nomenclature,  but 
99%  of  the  people  collecting  such  pieces  simply  call  them  “Mercury"  dimes. 
This  is  not  correct,  inasmuch  as  Mercury,  the  Winged  messenger  of  mythol¬ 
ogy,  was  a  male  and  had  wings  on  his  feet.  Never  mind,  the  term  has  stuck. 
There  is  nothing  particularly  wrong  with  this,  in  other  series  we  know  such 
things  as  Booby  Head  and  Silly  Head  cents  (of  1839),  nomenclature  never 
used  by  the  Mint.  Nor  did  the  Mint  call  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  “Bar¬ 
ber”  coins.  Rather,  they  were  called  Liberty  Head  coins.  And,  if  we  were  to 
strictly  follow  nomenclature  used  by  the  Treasury  Department,  the  1916-1947 
half  dollar  would  be  called  the  Liberty  Striding  design.  Anyway,  call  them  w  hat 
you  will.  “Mercury"  dimes  of  1916-1945  are  beautiful  and  are  interesting  to 
collect.  The  present  sale  includes  many  opportunities. 
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Exceptional  1916-D  Mercury  10# 

MS-65  Full  Bands 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

396  1916-D  Mercury.  MS-65  FB.  Fully  lustrous.  Pale  champagne  ton¬ 

ing  at  the  centers  changes  to  orange-gold  and  blue  peripherally.  A 
scarcely  noticeable  rim  mark  above  Miss  Liberty’s  head  is  about  all 
that  separates  this  lovely  piece  from  perfection. 

The  1916-D  dime  is  one  of  the  great  American  classics.  Although 
it  represents  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  “Mercury”  design,  appar- 
endy  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  pieces  were  in  circulation  be¬ 
fore  the  Denver  Mint  pieces,  or  perhaps  there  is  some  other  expla¬ 
nation  (in  addition  to  the  low  mintage)  for  the  scarcity  of  this  coin. 
Whatever  the  reason,  today  1916-D  dimes  seem  much  rarer  than 
even  the  reduced  production  figure  indicates.  Any  piece  with  a 
claim  to  Mint  State  is  in  special  demand,  and  at  the  MS-65  level 
with  Full  Bands  and  an  attractive  appearance,  the  present  example 
is  a  landmark. 


Lustrous  1916-D  Mercury  10^ 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

397  1916-D  Mercury.  AU-58.  Pale  champagne  toning  with  almost  all  of 

the  original  mint  lustre  surviving. 


398  A  nice  Mercury  dime  group:  ☆  1917  MS-65  FB  ☆  1918-D  MS-64  ☆ 
1919-S  MS-63  ☆  1942/1  F.F40.  The  1919-S  is  mostly  brilliant.  The 
others  are  attractively  toned.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


400  1917-D  MS-64  FB.  A  lovely  gem  example.  Mostly  pleasing  golden 

iridescence  with  some  blushes  of  pink  and  lilac  on  the  obverse. 


Outstanding  1917-S  10# 

MS-66  Full  Bands 


401  1917-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  essentially  brilliant 
with  just  a  hint  of  pale  gold.  Although  the  1917-S  is  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  lower  Mint  State  levels,  it  emerges  as  a  rarity  in  the  quality 
offered  here. 

PCGS  Population:  18;  2  finer  (MS-67  FB  finest). 

402  1918  MS-65  FB.  Satiny  lustre.  Mostly  golden  gray  with  splashes  of 
vivid  gold. 

403  1918-D  MS-62  FB.  Pale  golden  iridescence  complements  the  frosty 
surfaces.  Sharply  struck. 


Superb  1918-S  Dime 

MS-65  Full  Bands 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

404  1918-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  having  satiny  lustre. 

The  obverse  is  essentially  brilliant.  The  reverse  exhibits  delicate 
golden  gray  iridescence.  Extremely  rare  and  highly  prized  at  this 
superb  gem  level  (although  readily  available  in  lower  grades). 
PCGS  Population:  6;  6  finer  (MS-67  FB  finest). 


399  1917-D  MS-65.  Partially  brilliant  with  splashes  of  golden  brown. 


405  1919  MS-65  FB.  Intermingled  gold  and  violet  toning.  Sharply 

struck  and  attractive. 


406  1919-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant  and  satiny.  Most  design  features  are 

boldly  delineated. 
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407  1919-S  MS-65.  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  intermingled 

golden  brown,  pink,  and  violet  hues. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  October  1987,  Lot  662. 

The  Norweb  Collection  (where  this  piece  once  resided)  was  begun  in  the 
19th  century  by  Albert  Fairchild  Holden  and  continued  by  his  daughter,  Em¬ 
ery  May  Holden  Norweb.  It  represents  one  of  the  finest  cabinets  ever  as¬ 
sembled.  The  holding  was  dispersed  by  us  in  a  series  of  three  catalogues  in 
1987  and  1988,  realizing  approximately  $20  million  and  bringing  to  the  mar¬ 
ket  many  gems  that  had  not  been  seen  for  a  generation  or  more. 


The  fame  of  the  1921  Mercury  dime  is  long  lasting,  virtually  since  the  time 
of  issue.  Produced  during  a  recession  year,  the  mintage  proved  to  be  the  low¬ 
est  for  any  Philadelphia  variety  of  the  entire  series.  Today,  examples  are  scarce 
in  all  grades  and  are  decidedly  rare  at  the  gem  level  offered  here. 


Impressive  1921  10£ 


414  1921  MS-64  FB.  Delightful  golden  gray  iridescence  enhances  the 

frosty  surfaces.  Sharply  struck. 


408  1919-S  MS-64.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  on  satiny  surfaces. 
Most  design  features  are  sharp,  save  for  the  central  band  on  the 
fasces  which  shows  a  touch  of  striking  softness  as  made. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Bebee  Collection,  August  1987,  Lot  283. 

Aubrey  and  Adeline  Bebee,  who  for  many  years  operated  the  rare  coin 
dealership  known  as  Bebee’s,  favored  us  with  many  important  properties  from 
their  personal  collection  and  inventory,  which  were  sold  by  us  over  a  period  of 
years. 

409  Mercury  dimes  from  the  1920s,  all  grading  MS-65  FB  except 
where  noted:  ☆  1920  ☆  1923  ☆  1927-D  MS-63  ☆  1928  ☆  1929  ☆ 
1929-D  ☆  1929-S  (3).  These  are  variously  brilliant  or  with  pale 
golden  iridescence.  (Total:  9  pieces) 

Gem  1920-D  Dime 

MS-65  Full  Bands 


I  410  1920-D  MS-65  FB.  Satiny  surfaces.  The  obverse  exhibits  pale  lilac- 

gray  and  gold  iridescence.  The  reverse  has  delicate  saffron  toning. 

I  411  1920-D  MS-65.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny. 

Both  surfaces  exhibit  warm  golden  gray  iridescence. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Chris  Schenkel  Collection,  November  1 990,  Lot 
215. 


1.  412  1920-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Warmly  toned  in  intermingled  slate 

gray  and  golden  brown  hues. 

Splendid  1921  Dime 

MS-65  Full  Bands 


415  1921  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Appealing  frosty  lustre.  Pale  golden  ton¬ 
ing  complements  both  surfaces. 

416  1921  AU-55  FB.  The  obverse  has  warm  golden  gray  iridescence. 
The  reverse  is  brilliant  with  virtually  full  mint  lustre. 


Spectacular  192 1-D  Dime 

Superb  Gem  MS-66 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

417  192 1-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  attractive.  Partially  brilliant  with 

blushes  of  pale  gold.  Virtually  all  design  features  are  boldly  and 
deeply  delineated  excepting  only  the  central  band  of  the  fasces, 
which  shows  a  touch  of  striking  softness. 

Of  all  Mercury  dimes— Philadelphia  Mint  issues  as  well  as  the  two 
branch  mints  (Denver  and  San  Francisco)— the  1921-D  has  the  low¬ 
est  production  figure,  1,080,000,  edging  out  even  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  version  of  the  same  date.  Examples  have  been  classics  for  sev¬ 
eral  generations  of  numismatists.  The  present  coin,  one  of  the 
very  finest  in  existence,  will  attract  widespread  attention  as  it 
crosses  the  block. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


413  1921  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  pale  gold-gray 

with  splashes  of  orange  and  navy  blue  on  both  surfaces.  Most  .de¬ 
sign  features  are  boldly  delineated. 
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Desirable  192 1-D  100 

MS-65  Full  Bands 


418  192 1-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  brilliant.  The  reverse 

exhibits  just  a  whisper  of  pearl  gray  iridescence. 

PCGS  Population:  19;  6  finer  (MS-66  FB  finest). 


423  1923-S  MS-65.  Nearly  FB.  Light  gray  toning.  A  splendid  specimen 

of  one  of  the  scarcer  issues  of  this  decade. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  in  the  1920s  there  was  relatively  little  interest 
in  collecting  coins  by  mintmark  sequence.  It  was  not  until  the  Raymond  hold¬ 
ers  became  best-sellers  in  the  1930s  that  the  discipline  became  widespread.  At 
that  time  it  was  realized  how  difficult  it  was  to  obtain  certain  branch  mint  is¬ 
sues  scarcely  a  decade  or  two  old. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  October  1987,  Lot  671.  Previ¬ 
ously  from  B.  Max  Mehl. 


Outstanding  192 1-D  100 


419  192 1-D  MS-64  FB.  The  reverse  has  some  nicks  on  the  fasces  and  a 

small  cut  on  the  reverse  rim.  Attractive  light  golden  toning. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  October  1987,  Lot  669. 


424  1924  MS-66  FB.  Frosty  surfaces.  Lilac-gray  toning  in  the  central 

areas  changes  to  gold  at  the  borders. 


Impressive  1924-D  Dime 

MS-65  Full  Bands 


Exceptional  192 1-D  100 


420  192 1-D  MS-64  FB.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  complements  both 

surfaces.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre. 

Our  “One  Lot  Only”  option  explained  under  our  Terms  of  Sale  is  an  ideal 
way  to  maximize  your  chances  of  obtaining  a  nice  192 1-D  dime  from  this  sale. 
In  that  way  you  can  bid  on  two  or  more  coins,  but  be  assured  of  winning  no 
more  than  a  single  piece. 


425  1924-D  MS-65  FB.  Light  lilac  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  key 
issue  of  this  decade.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  October  1987,  Lot  672.  Previ¬ 
ously  from  B.  Max  Mehl. 

426  1924-D  MS-64  FB.  Light  toning  just  beginning  to  form. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Bebee  Collection,  August  1987,  Lot  289. 


Lustrous  192 1-D  Dime 


421  192 1-D  MS-64  FB.  Warm  golden  gray  iridescence  on  lustrous  sur¬ 

faces.  Yet  another  example  of  this  low-mintage,  highly  prized  date. 
What  a  delightful  opportunity  this  auction  offers!  It  may  be  a  long, 
long  time  until  a  similar  group  crosses  the  auction  block  in  a  single 
event. 


422  192 1-D  MS-62  FB.  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  intermingled 

hues  of  orange-gold  and  lilac-gray. 


Outstanding 


1924-S  Dime 


427  1924-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  essentially  brilliant  with  just 

a  hint  of  pale  gold.  Virtually  all  design  features  show  bold  defini¬ 
tion. 


428 


1924-S  MS-63.  Pale  golden  gray  and  violet  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  lustrous  surfaces. 
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Lovely  1925-D  Dime 

MS-65  Full  Bands 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

429  1925-D  MS-65  FB.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre.  The  obverse  is  partially 

brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  gold.  The  reverse  displays  uniform 
pale  champagne  iridescence.  Although  the  1925-D  is  available 
readily  enough  in  worn  grades  or  even  in  low  Mint  State,  at  the 
gem  MS-65  level  with  Full  Bands  and  possessing  desirable  aesthetic 
appeal,  it  is  indeed  a  major  rarity.  The  connoisseur  in  the  series 
will  view  this  as  a  truly  remarkable  opportunity  and  bid  accord¬ 
ingly. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  October  1987,  Lot  674. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

430  1925-S  MS-65  FB.  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  with  some 

blushes  of  pale  gold.  One  of  the  very  finest  known  of  this  issue, 
considering  the  high  numerical  grade,  the  sharpness  of  strike,  and 
the  overall  aesthetic  appeal.  Worthy  of  a  very  generous  bid.  The 
new  owner  will  have  a  treasure! 

PCGS  Population:  16;  4  finer  (MS-66  FB  finest). 


Superlative  1925-S  Dime 

MS-65  Full  Bands 


431  1925-S  MS-64  FB.  Frosty  and  attractive.  Pale  champagne  toning  at 

the  centers  deepens  to  rich  gold  at  the  rims. 


Magnificent  1926-S  Dime 

MS-66 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

433  1926-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  delightful  lustrous  specimen  toned  in  in¬ 

termingled  shades  of  golden  gray  and  blue.  A  relatively  low-mint- 
age  issue  that  has  been  recognized  as  a  key  in  the  series.  Not  often 
is  a  gem  of  this  caliber  offered  for  auction  competition.  Here,  in¬ 
deed,  is  a  truly  marvelous  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  2  (none  finer). 


434  1926-S  MS-64/65.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  appealing 

gold.  An  ideal  coin  for  the  bidder  who  wants  a  piece  at  the  gem 
level,  but  who  wishes  to  realize  a  substantial  savings  from  what  a 
full  MS-65  coin  might  bring.  Of  course,  grading  is,  was,  and  prob¬ 
ably  always  will  be  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  prospective  bidders 
may  wish  to  grade  this  piece  a  full  MS-65. 


435  1927-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

gold  at  the  rims.  This  issue  was  overlooked  for  many  years,  until  in 
the  1950s  it  was  recognized  that  Mint  State  pieces  were  quite  elu¬ 
sive.  Today,  examples  such  as  this  lovely  piece  are  highly  prized  by 
connoisseurs. 


436  1927-S  MS-65.  Mostly  pale  champagne  iridescence  with  splashes  of 
orange-gold  and  charcoal  gray.  Notably  elusive  in  this  combination 
of  high  numerical  grade  and  satisfying  aesthetic  appearance. 

437  1927-S  MS-64.  Pale  champagne  toning  on  satiny  surfaces.  Magnifi¬ 
cation  reveals  a  scattering  of  tiny  flecks  on  the  obverse. 


432  1926-D  MS-64  FB.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  complements  the 

satiny  surfaces. 


438  1928-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Intermingled  gold  and  lilac  iridescence 

complements  both  surfaces. 
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439  1928-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A  frosty,  sparkling,  sharply  struck,  su¬ 
perb  specimen  with  full  original  mint  lustre  highlighted  by  a  wisp 
of  light  golden  toning.  One  of  the  very  finest  specimens  we  have 
ever  seen— a  superb  condition  rarity  that  will  satisfy  the  most  dis¬ 
criminating  connoisseur. 

440  Mercury  dimes  from  the  1930s  all  grading  MS-65  FB  except 
where  noted:  ☆  1930  ☆  1931-D  (2)  ☆  1935-D  ☆  1935-S  (2)  ☆  1936- 
D  ☆  1937  MS-65  ☆  1938-S  ☆  1939  Proof-67  ☆  1939-S.  Some  pieces 
are  brilliant;  others  are  attractively  toned.  The  1931-D  is  well 
known  for  its  low  mintage.  (Total:  11  pieces) 

441  1931  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


445 


446 


Popular  1942/1  Overdate  100 


1942/1  Overdate.  MS-62  FB.  The  obverse  is  satiny  with  just  a  hint 
of  pale  gold  iridescence.  The  reverse  has  delicate  blue-gray  toning 
and  is  somewhat  dull. 


1942/1  Overdate.  MS-60/63.  Pale  golden  toning  complements 
the  frosty  surfaces. 


442  193 1-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  attractive.  Mostly  brilliant 
surfaces  with  blushes  of  pale  gold. 

443  Gem-quality  Proof  Mercury  dime  offering.  Most  are  brilliant  at 
the  centers,  with  pale  gold  peripherally:  ☆  1939  Proof-65  ☆  1941 
(3).  Proof-65  (2)  and  Proof-64  ☆  1942  Proof-66  (2).  (Total:  6 
pieces) 


Frosty  1942/1  Overdate  100 

MS-64  Full  Bands 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

444  1942/1  Overdate.  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  brilliant.  A  splen¬ 

did  example  of  this  exceedingly  popular  overdate.  Scarce  in  all 
Mint  State  levels,  particularly  so  in  MS-63  or  above.  The  typical 
1942/1  encountered  is  apt  to  be  in  a  worn  grade. 

This  variety  came  to  the  widespread  attention  of  the  numismatic  community 
in  1943,  when  it  was  found  that  many  pieces  had  been  distributed  in  the  met¬ 
ropolitan  New  York  City  area.  Subway  token  sellers  had  a  field  day  looking 
through  their  change  and  picking  out  these  highly  prized  items.  Today,  many 
of  the  finer  pieces  can  be  traced  to  this  source.  Sometimes  we  are  tempted  to 
vastly  expand  our  catalogues  (obviously,  not  a  good  idea  from  a  business  view¬ 
point)  to  include  interesting  stories  about  issues  such  as  this  overdate.  Perhaps 
more  practical  is  the  suggestion  that  the  successful  bidder,  if  interested,  can 
contact  QDB  at  our  office  and  a  summary  of  the  issue  and  its  background  will 
be  written  up  and  sent  by  mail. 

PCCS  Population:  3;  5  finer  (MS-65  FB  finest). 


447  Interesting  Mercury  dime  varieties:  ☆  1942/1  Overdate.  AU-55  ☆ 
1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65.  FB.  Both  are  essentially  brilliant  with  just  a 
hint  of  natural  iridescence.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


Desirable  1942/1-D  Overdate  100 


448  1942/1-D  Overdate.  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Attractively  toned  in  inter¬ 
mingled  shades  of  orange-gold  and  lilac.  Exceedingly  difficult  to 
locate  in  this  grade,  and  several  orders  of  magnitude  rarer  than  its 
highly  prized  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart. 

The  1942/1-D  overdate,  from  the  Denver  Mint,  was  not  widely  recognized 
until  about  25  years  ago,  by  which  time  most  had  long  since  slipped  into  circu¬ 
lation  and  had  acquired  much  wear.  The  overdate,  while  unmistakable,  is  not 
as  bold  as  that  found  on  its  Philadelphia  Mint  cousin,  and  thus  was  over¬ 
looked.  Today,  at  the  MS-63  level,  this  coin  outranks  just  about  every  other 
piece  in  the  series. 

449  1942/1-D  Overdate.  AU-55.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  with 
most  of  the  original  satiny  lustre  still  surviving. 

450  1942  Proof-67.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant,  changing  to  pleasing 
gold  at  the  borders. 


451  1945  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck. 


452  1970-No  S  Proof-68  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem  having  glittering  mir¬ 

ror  Fields  and  lightly  frosted  devices.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a 
hint  of  gold.  A  nice  bidding  opportunity  for  the  buyer  who  would 
like  to  acquire  a  scarcity  from  our  own  time. 

PCGS:  16;  3  finer  (MS-69  finest). 

No  one  knows  for  sure  how  many  1970  Proof  dimes  were  stru<  k  without  the 
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S  mintmark.  The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  suggests  only  2,200,  which,  if 
correct,  or  even  approximately  so,  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  present 
piece  and  those  in  the  next  two  lots  offer  quite  a  value  at  current  market 
prices.  With  regard  to  the  designations  of  Proof-68,  while  such  a  lofty  grade 
would  be  remarkable  among  19th-century  Proof  coins,  among  coins  of  recent 
decades  such  grades  are  the  norm,  not  the  exception.  Every  once  in  a  while  we 
read  that  one  amateur  or  another  has  become  very  excited  about  a  modern 
commemorative.  Proof  coin,  or  some  other  piece  certified  as  Proof-68,  Proof- 
69,  or  Proof-70— and  cannot  help  but  think  that  such  buyers  would  do  well  to 
spend  a  bit  of  time  studying  the  subject.  High  grade  is  relative.  As  noted, 
Proof-68  is  not  unusual  for  a  Proof  coin  dated  in  the  1970s,  but  would  be  ex¬ 
traordinary  for  a  piece  dated  in  the  19th  century.  The  appeal  of  this  particular 
lot  lies  not  with  the  grade  (although  the  grade  certainly  is  nice)  but  with  its 
overall  rarity— the  estimate  that  just  2,200  may  have  been  produced.  The 
present  cataloguer  can  nearly  always  feel  comfortable  with  high  rarity,  such  as 
in  this  piece,  but  not  always  feel  comfortable  with  high  grade. 


453  1970-No  S  Proof-68  (PCGS).  A  second  blazing  gem  example  hav¬ 

ing  glittering  mirror  fields  and  lightly  frosted  devices.  Partially  bril¬ 
liant  with  champagne  iridescence  on  the  high  points  and  at  the 
rims. 

PCGS:  16;  3  finer  (MS-69  finest). 

1  454  1970-No  S  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Delicate  champagne  iridescence  en¬ 

hances  both  surfaces. 

Twenty-Cent  pieces 


455  1875  Proof-63.  Pale  champagne  toning  complements  the  frosty 

devices  and  mirror  fields.  Most  design  features  show  bold  defini¬ 
tion. 


456  1875  Proof-62.  Mostly  pearl  gray  iridescence  with  wisps  of  blue  at 

the  rims. 

t.  457  1875  Proof-60.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Some  faint  hairlines  in  the  fields 

I  are  indicative  of  an  old  cleaning. 

458  1 875  Proof-60.  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  The  devices  are  frosty 
and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective. 

459  Grouping  of  20-cent  pieces.  Listed  grades  are  net  grades:  ☆  1875 
(2).  Proof-60  and  AU-50  ☆  1875-S  (2).  AU-50  and  EF-40  ☆  1876  (7). 
Proof-60,  AU-50(4),  and  EF-40  (2).  In-person  examination  is  sug¬ 
gested  to  prospective  bidders.  Several  have  been  repaired, 
cleaned,  or  artificially  toned.  (Total;  1 1  pieces) 

460  1875  MS-62,  prooflike.  Fully  brilliant.  The  frosty  devices  nicely 
complement  the  mirror  fields. 


461 

462 


463 


464 


465 


466 


467 


468 


About  Uncirculated  20-cent  piece  quartette:  ☆  1875  (3),  one  with 
a  reverse  rim  nick  ☆  1875-CC.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Quality  20-cent  piece  trio:  ☆  1875  AU-50  ☆  1875-CC  AU-50  ☆ 
1875-S  AU-55.  Each  has  toning.  This  constitutes  nearly  a  full  set  of 
circulation  strikes  of  twenty-cent  pieces,  lacking  just  the  1876 
Philadelphia  Mint  version  and  the  “impossible”  1876-CC.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


1875-S  MS-64.  Appealing  gold  iridescence  enhances  frosty  devices 
and  satiny  fields. 


1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  iridescent  gold  surfaces.  The  ob¬ 
verse  has  satiny  lustre,  while  the  reverse  shows  considerable  cameo 
contrast.  Another  nice  example  of  this  popular  San  Francisco  is¬ 
sue. 

Circulated  20-cent  piece  group:  ☆  1875-S  (2).  EF-40  and  VF-30  ☆ 
1876  (2).  EF^15  and  EF-40.  One  of  the  1875-S  pieces  is  brilliant;  all 
the  others  have  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


1876  Proof-62.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the 
fields  are  glittering  mirrors.  Each  of  the  obverse  stars  shows  its  ra- 
dials. 


1876  Proof-62.  The  obverse  is  brilliant;  the  reverse  exhibits  warm 
golden  iridescence. 


1876  Proof-62.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  delicate 
champagne  at  the  borders. 

Be  sure  to  check  out  our  “One  Lot  Only"  option  as  described  in  our  Terms 
of  Sale.  In  this  way  you  can  bid  on  all  of  these  1876  20-cent  pieces  in  Proof-62 
and  be  assured  of  winning  no  more  than  one. 
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469  1876  Proof-60.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  whisper  of 
gold. 

470  1876  Proof-60.  Intermingled  blue  and  gold  toning. 

471  1876  Proof-60.  Pale  golden  toning  with  considerable  cameo  con¬ 
trast  on  the  reverse.  A  lint  mark  can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front  of 
Miss  Liberty’s  face. 


Appealing  1878  20£ 


472  1876  MS-63.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the 
fields  are  satiny. 

473  1876  AU-50.  Brilliant  with  much  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving. 
A  tiny  reverse  rim  bruise  is  noted  at  9:00  and  is  mentioned  for 
accuracy’s  sake. 

474  1876  AU-50.  Pearl  gray  toning  at  the  centers  changes  to  pale  gold 
peripherally. 


Proof-Only  1877  200 


475  1877  Proof-63.  Sharply  struck  with  most  design  features  defined 

including  the  obverse  stars,  all  of  which  show  their  radials.  Inter¬ 
mingled  golden  brown  and  lilac  toning  enhance  both  surfaces.  Al¬ 
ways  in  demand.  1877  20-cent  pieces  were  struck  only  in  Proof  for¬ 
mat,  with  no  related  business  strikes.  The  tiny  mintage  of  just  510 
pieces  has  drawn  the  spotlight  to  this  date  for  many  years.  In  actu¬ 
ality,  even  the  510  figure  is  high,  as  numerous  pieces  were  melted 
as  unsold. 


477  1878  Proof-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  complements  the 

frosty  devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields. 

It  is  not  known  how  many  1878  20-cent  pieces  were  struck.  Figures  vary 
from  about  400  up  to  760.  In  his  Encyclopedia,  Walter  Breen  suggests  the  latter 
figure,  but  notes  that  only  about  600  were  sold,  and  the  balance  melted.  No 
business  strikes  were  made  of  this  date,  thus  isolating  the  Proofs  as  rarities. 


478  1878  Proof-62.  The  obverse  has  mottled  blue  and  charcoal  gray 

toning;  the  reverse  exhibits  intermingled  electric  blue  and  lilac 
gray  iridescence. 


479  1878  Proof-60.  The  obverse  is  brilliant.  The  reverse  has  pearl  gray 

at  the  center  changing  to  golden  brown  at  the  rims. 


480  1878  Proof-60.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence. 

Desirable  1877  20tf 


476  1877  Proof-62.  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers  changing  to  pale 

gold  at  the  rims.  Another  opportunity  to  acquire  this  classic  19th- 
century  numismatic  rarity. 
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Quarter  dollars 


Celebrated  1796  25£ 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

481  1796  Browning-2.  Rarity-3.  Net  VG-8;  sharpness  of  F-12.  The  ob¬ 

verse  has  champagne  iridescence  on  the  high  points  changing  to 
navy  blue  in  the  fields.  The  reverse  exhibits  gold  and  charcoal  ton¬ 
ing.  A  few  old  rim  bumps  can  be  seen.  Some  scratches  are  noted 
by  the  6  in  the  date. 

This  represents  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  quarter  dollar  denomination 
and  the  only  year  combining  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  Small  Eagle 
reverse.  While  the  half  dime,  half  dollar,  and  silver  dollar  had  their  inception 
with  pieces  dated  1794,  the  dime  and  quarter  dollar  did  not  make  their  ap¬ 
pearance  until  1796.  By  that  time  the  Flowing  Hair  motif  had  been  aban¬ 
doned,  and  the  Draped  Bust  obverse,  said  to  have  been  from  a  sketch  pre¬ 
pared  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  was  the  standard.  Today,  Stuart  is  best  remembered 
for  his  unfinished  (at  the  bottom)  portrait  of  George  Washington  seen  in  vir¬ 
tually  every  United  States  American  schoolroom  (or  at  least  it  used  to  be). 


482  1806/5  Overdate.  B-l.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning  comple¬ 

ments  both  surfaces.  Traces  of  frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas. 


highlights. 


484  Pair  of  early  quarters:  ☆  1806  B-9.  VG-10  ☆  1923-S  AU-50.  Both 
have  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

485  Trio  of  early  quarters,  all  with  toning:  ☆  1806  B-9.  VG-8  ☆  1828 
B-4.  Rarity-3.  VF-20  tc  1837  B-3.  Rarity-5+.  EF-40  This  last  piece  has 
some  small  reverse  stains.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

486  1815  B-l.  EF-40.  Intermingled  orange-gold  and  lilac-gray  toning 
with  hints  of  mint  brilliance  on  the  obverse.  The  impressions  of 
both  dies  show  nice  centering.  First  year  in  the  quarter  dollar  se¬ 
ries  of  John  Reich’s  Capped  Bust  obverse. 

Reich,  the  assistant  engraver  at  the  Mint  (Robert  Scot  was  chief  engraver), 
remained  there  for  only  a  few  years  thereafter  this  time.  In  due  course,  in 
1824,  Moritz  Furst  became  chief  engraver.  Today,  Reich  is  better  remembered 
to  numismatists  than  either  Scot  or  Furst,  due  in  no  small  part  to  the  naming 
of  the  John  Reich  Collectors  Society,  a  group  specializing  in  early  silver  (in 
particular)  coinage. 

487  1815  B-l.  EF-40.  Warm  gold  and  gray  toning  complements  both 
surfaces.  Some  pin  scratches  on  the  obverse  prompt  us  to  suggest 
in-person  examination  to  prospective  bidders. 


488  1818/5  Overdate.  B-l.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  and 

lilac-gray  iridescence  enhances  both  surfaces.  Most  of  the  original 
mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields. 


489  1818/5  Overdate.  B-l.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Golden  gray  toning  at  the 
centers  changes  to  blue  and  violet  at  the  borders.  Struck  from 
lightly  clashed  dies.  Another  high-grade  example  of  the  first 
overdate  in  the  Capped  Bust  quarter  dollar  series. 

490  1818/5  Overdate.  B-l.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Nicely  centered.  The  ob¬ 
verse  has  pearl  gray  iridescence  at  the  centers  changing  to  pale 
gold  peripherally.  The  reverse  has  mottled  blue  and  golden  brown 
toning. 


491  1818  B-4.  AU-50.  Slate  gray  toning  with  golden  brown  and  sky  blue 
iridescent  highlights.  A  small  reverse  rim  bruise  can  be  seen  at 
1:00. 

492  1818  B-4.  EF-45.  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  intermingled 
orange-gold  and  lilac-gray.  Much  original  mint  lustre  can  be  seen 
in  the  fields. 
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493  1818  B-10.  AU-50.  Pale  golden  gray  toning  complements  both  sur¬ 
faces.  The  reverse,  in  particular,  is  very  nicely  centered. 

494  1820  Large  0.  B-2.  EF-40.  Mostly  pearl  gray  iridescence  with  hints 
of  gold  at  the  rims.  A  narrow  drift  mark  is  noted  in  the  field  in 
front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  neck. 


495  1821  B-2.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Nicely  centered  and  warmly  toned  in 

vivid  gold,  blue,  and  violet. 


496  1821  B-3.  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pleasing  gold. 

Much  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  A  reverse 
rim  nick  is  noted  at  6:00. 


497  1821  B-4.  AU-50.  Vividly,  albeit  artificially,  toned  with  blue,  violet, 

gray,  and  gold  being  most  prominently  displayed. 


498  1822  B-l.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at  the  cen¬ 

ters  changes  to  golden  brown  and  blue  peripherally.  Some  faint 
hairlines  in  the  fields  are  indicative  of  an  old  cleaning. 


499  1825/3  Overdate.  B-2.  AU-58  (ANACS).  Vivid  orange-gold  at  the 

centers  changes  to  blue  and  violet  at  the  borders.  Most  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  sharp  including  the  eagle’s  feather  details. 


500  1825/3  Overdate.  B-2.  AU-50.  The  central  areas  are  mostly  bril¬ 

liant.  Blue,  violet,  and  golden  brown  iridescence  ornaments  the 
rims. 


501  1825/3  Overdate.  B-2.  AU-50.  Artificial  slate  gray  toning  with  deli¬ 
cate  blue  and  lilac  highlights.  Wisps  of  gold  ornament  the  borders. 
The  obverse  has  virtually  perfect  centering. 

502  1825/3  Overdate.  B-2.  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of 
pleasing  gold. 

503  1825/3  Overdate.  B-2.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55.  Inter¬ 
mingled  golden  gray  and  charcoal  gray  iridescence.  A  fine  scratch 
in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  neck  accounts  for  the  assigned  net  grade. 

504  1825/3  Overdate.  B-3.  Rarity-4.  EF-40.  Attractive  golden  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  A  tiny  nick  can  be  seen  by  Miss  Liberty’s  throat. 

505  19th-century  quarter  trio:  ☆  1825/4  Overdate.  B-3.  VF-35  ☆  1831 
Large  Letters.  EF-45  ☆  1874-S  Arrows.  EF-45.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


506  1828  B-l.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  delicate  golden 

brown,  blue,  and  lilac  highlights.  Close  examination  reveals  a  small 
obverse  rim  bruise  at  2:00. 


507  1828  B-l.  AU-50.  Satiny  surfaces.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant 

with  wisps  of  gold  ornamenting  the  rims. 
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Condition  Census  1831  25£ 


,  508  1831  Small  Letters.  B-l.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  gray  ton¬ 

ing  on  frosty  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  with  virtually  all  design  fea¬ 
tures  defined  to  full  advantage.  A  splendid  example  of  the  first 
year  of  the  new  design  type  without  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  on  the 
reverse.  The  high  technical  grade  plus  the  sharpness  of  strike  and 
the  overall  attractive  appearance  will  certainly  combine  to  draw 
bids  from  many  areas  of  the  globe.  A  winner  by  any  standard. 

Condition  Census:  63-63-63-60+-60+-60+. 


!  509  1831  Small  Letters.  B-l.  AU-50.  Mostly  pearl  gray  surfaces  with 

splashes  of  violet  on  the  reverse.  Close  examination  reveals  some 
faint  hairlines. 

510  1831  Small  Letters.  B-2.  MS-60.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  with 

tinges  of  gold  and  violet  peripherally.  The  fields  are  remarkably 
prooflike  on  this  example. 


!  511  1831  Small  Letters.  B-4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  gray  ton¬ 

ing.  The  design  elements  are  sharp  and  frosty,  and  the  fields  have 
a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike. 

The  identity  of  Ard  W.  Browning,  author  of  the  well-known  book  on  quarter 
dollars  of  the  1796-1838  era,  has  not  been  flushed  out  in  numismatic  litera¬ 
ture.  Browning  lived  in  Central  Islip,  Long  Island,  New  York,  not  far  from 
Wayte  Raymond’s  summer  place  on  Lake  Montauk,  and  Browning’s  book  was 
published  in  1925  by  Raymond.  Seemingly,  Browning  sprung  fully  developed 
from  “nowhere”  to  issue  a  work  on  early  quarter  dollars  that  was  quite  excel¬ 
lent  in  its  time,  and  is  still  recognized  as  a  classic  today.  Many  coins  were  illus¬ 
trated  as  having  been  in  his  collection. 

Other  than  these  few  facts,  little  is  known  about  Browning.  What  was  his 
profession?  When  was  he  born?  When  did  he  die?  Did  he  have  a  family?  When 
did  he  start  collecting?  What  happened  to  the  coins  in  his  collection? 

A  logical  starting  point  for  research  would  be  directories  and  tax  and  voter 
data  of  Central  Islip,  circa  the  mid-1920s.  In  1925  he  must  have  been  known  to 
Rudolph  Kohler  and  Julius  Guttag,  both  of  whom  were  prominent  retail  coin 
dealers  in  New  York  City.  And,  of  course,  Raymond,  his  publisher,  would  have 
been  known  to  him  as  well.  If  any  reader  of  this  commentary  would  care  to 
provide  further  information  about  Browning,  we  would  be  happy  to  print  in  a 
future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 


!  512  1831  Small  Letters.  B-4.  AU-55.  Attractive  pastel  golden  gray  ton¬ 

ing  with  hints  of  lilac.  The  frosty  eagle  motif  nicely  complements 
the  satiny  reverse  field. 

!  513  1831  Small  Letters.  B-4.  AU-50.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint 

of  pearl  gray  iridescence.  Much  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the 
fields. 


514  1831  Small  Letters.  B -4.  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  blushes 
of  pale  gold. 

515  1831  Small  Letters.  B-4.  AU-50.  Pearl  gray  iridescence  ornaments 
the  central  areas.  A  hint  of  pale  gold  can  be  seen  at  the  rims. 

516  Offering  of  mostly  toned  Capped  Bust  quarters  grading  average 
EF-40:  ☆  1831  Small  Letters  ☆  1832  ☆  1834  Rim  nick  ☆  1835  ☆ 
1836  ☆  1838.  This  last  piece  has  scratches.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

517  1831  Large  Letters.  B-5.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  in  the 
central  areas  changing  to  rosy  gold  at  the  borders.  Close  examina¬ 
tion  reveals  a  line  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  nose. 

518  1831  Large  Letters.  B-5.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Brilliant  centers  chang¬ 
ing  to  golden  brown  at  the  borders.  An  obverse  rim  nick  can  be 
seen  beneath  the  second  1  in  the  date. 

519  1832  B-2.  AU-50.  Intermingled  gray,  gold,  blue,  and  violet  toning, 
with  traces  of  lustre  noted  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 

520  1833  B-2.  AU-50.  Pearl  gray  surfaces.  A  few  minor  rim  marks  and  a 
faint  scratch  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse. 

521  1834  B-l.  MS-60.  Pleasing  golden  gray  iridescence.  The  devices  are 
•  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Most  design  features  show  bold 

definition. 

522  1834  B-l.  AU-58.  Pale  champagne  toning.  The  fields  show  consid¬ 
erable  prooflike  character  on  this  example. 

523  1834  B-l.  AU-55.  Pearl  gray  iridescence  with  blushes  of  pale  gold. 
Much  original  mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields. 

524  1834  B-l.  AU-50.  The  obverse  has  gray  toning.  The  reverse  exhib¬ 
its  intermingled  blue-green  and  golden  brown  iridescence. 

525  1834  B-l.  AU-50.  Pewter  gray  surfaces  with  pale  blue  highlights.  A 
small  spot  can  be  seen  near  the  top  of  Miss  Liberty’s  cap. 

526  1834  B-4.  AU-58.  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with  some  blushes 
of  pale  gold.  The  reverse  is  toned  in  intermingled  gold  and  lilac.  A 
few  minor  rim  marks  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse. 

527  1835  B-6.  Rarity-4  to  5.  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  Some  mi¬ 
nor  planchet  lamination  flaws  can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front  of 
Miss  Liberty’s  neck. 

Condition  Census:  60+-60-5CM5T5-45. 

528  Offering  of  mostly  toned  1835  quarters:  ☆  EFA5  (3)  ☆  EF-40  (2).  A 
few  minor  scratches  and  rims  bruises  can  be  seen  on  some  ex¬ 
amples.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

529  1836  B-2.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Pewter  gray  surfaces  with  pale  gold  and 
violet  highlights. 

530  1836  B-3.  AU-55.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  gold.  Much 
original  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  A  narrow-  abrasion  is 
noted  by  the  eagle’s  neck. 

531  1837  B-2.  MS-60.  Vividly,  albeit  artificially,  toned.  Blue  and  violet 
iridescence  at  the  centers  changes  to  warm  golden  brown  at  the 
rims. 
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532  1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-60.  Frosty  and  attractively  toned  in 

intermingled  shades  of  gray  and  gold.  Most  central  design  features 
are  sharp,  but  a  few  of  the  obverse  stars  show  a  touch  of  striking 
softness. 


533  1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-55.  Warm  golden  toning  enhances 
both  surfaces.  Most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the 
fields. 

534  1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-50.  Pale  gold  and  gray  iridescence. 

535  1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-50.  Mostly  vivid  gold  with  wisps  and 
blushes  of  blue  and  violet.  Two  tiny  rim  bumps  are  noted  on  the 
reverse. 

end  of  Session 
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Friday  Evening,  May  30,  6:00  PM  Sharp 

United  States  Coins:  Lots  1001-1646 
Canadian  Coins:  Lots  1647-1660 
Numismatic  Americana:  Lots  1661-1664 


Quarter  Dollars 

1001  1840-0  No  Drapery.  EF-45.  Pewter  gray  toning  with  pale  golden 
brown  highlights. 

Listed  as  variety  1-A  by  Larry  Briggs  in  his  quarter  dollar  reference. 

While  this  variety  is  by  no  means  a  rarity,  it  certainly  is  one  of  the  most  inter¬ 
esting  quarter  dollars  of  its  era.  In  our  recent  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg 
Collection,  Lot  1421,  we  quoted  Jack  Marston’s  comment  on  this  issue,  as 
printed  in  the  March  1992  issue  of  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  and  herewith  we  re¬ 
peat  the  quotation:  “When  you  examine  an  1840-0  No  Drapery  quarter  you 
will  immediately  notice  that  it  looks  somewhat  different  from  other  Liberty 
Seated  quarters,  yet  this  difference  seems  small  until  a  closer  comparison  is 
made  with  other  quarters  of  this  period.  On  the  obverse  you  will  notice  that 
the  dentils  are  very  small  and  in  some  places  almost  non-existent.  This  feature 
creates  considerable  more  space  around  the  figure  of  Miss  Liberty  and  around 
the  stars  and  the  date.  This  feature  is  like  no  other  Liberty  Seated  quarter  be¬ 
fore  or  after  it. 

1002  1845  MS-62.  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  pink,  gold,  and  blue  irides¬ 
cent  highlights.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  defined  including 
the  obverse  stars. 

l  1003  1851  MS-60.  Frosty  surfaces  exhibit  pale  gold  iridescence.  Most 
design  features  show  bold  definition. 

i  1004  Liberty  Seated  quarter  quartette:  ☆  1851  EF-45  ☆  1865-S  F-15  ☆ 
1873  Arrows.  EF-45  ☆  1885  Proof-61.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


Gem  1853  Arrows  and  Rays  25£ 


i  1005  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  attrac¬ 

tive.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  complements  the  frosty  devices 
and  the  satiny  fields.  Always  popular,  always  in  demand  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  type  sets. 

By  early  1853,  freshly  minted  silver  coins  no  longer  circulated  effectively. 
The  price  of  this  metal  had  risen  on  international  markets  to  the  point  at 
which  pieces  were  worth  more  than  face  value.  Accordingly,  examples  re¬ 
leased  were  quickly  bought  up  by  speculators  and  brokers.  To  remedy  this,  the 
Act  of  February  21,  1853,  mandated  a  reduction  in  the  authorized  weight. 
When  implemented,  the  quarter  dollars  were  thus  identified  by  arrowheads 
placed  at  the  date  and  a  glory  of  rays  around  the  eagle  on  the  reverse.  In  the 
following  year,  1854,  the  rays  were  dropped,  although  the  reduced  weight  re¬ 
mained  the  same.  After  1855,  the  arrowheads  were  eliminated  as  well. 


Brilliant  1853  Quarter 


Arrows  and  Rays  Variety 


1006  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  All  of 
the  obverse  stars  show  full  radial  definition,  and  the  eagle’s  claws 
and  feathers  are  boldly  detailed.  Another  opportunity  to  acquire  a 
notable  example  of  this  exceedingly  popular  “type”  issue. 

Once  again  we  suggest  that  bidders  take  advantage  of  our  One  Lot  Only 
option  as  delineated  under  our  Terms  of  Sale.  In  that  way  you  can  bid  on  both 
Lot  1005  and  Lot  1006  and  be  assured  of  winning  no  more  than  one.  Liberal 
bids  are  recommended! 


1007  Offering  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters:  ☆  1853  Arrows  and  Rays. 
AU-55  ☆  1854  Arrows.  AU-50  (2),  both  with  rim  bruises  ☆  1873 
Arrows.  AU-50.  (2).  (Total:  5  pieces) 


1008  1859  Proof-63.  The  obverse  is  mostly  slate  gray  with  wisps  of 
golden  brown  at  the  rim.  The  reverse  has  vivid  saffron  toning  with 
blushes  of  blue  and  violet  peripherally.  Virtually  all  design  features 
are  defined  to  full  advantage. 

1009  1859  Proof-62.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  gold  and  gray. 
Most  design  features  are  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired. 

Type  1  obverse  and  reverse.  Listed  as  variety  4018  by  Walter  Breen  in  his 
Encyclopedia. 

1010  1862  Proof-62.  Mostly  brilliant  w  ith  some  wisps  of  gold  and  blue  at 
the  rims  and  around  the  design  elements. 

1011  1862  Proof-62.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  golden 
brown  at  the  rims.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields  are  glitter¬ 
ing  mirrors. 
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1012  1863  Proof-64.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  hint  of  pale 
gold  in  the  fields.  Virtually  all  design  features  are  defined  to  full 
advantage.  Low  Proof  mintage  of  460  coins,  smallest  of  this  era. 

In  1863  the  ordering  of  Proof  coins  from  the  Mint  was  a  complicated  proce¬ 
dure.  as  the  Treasury  Department  would  not  accept  its  own  currency  at  par  in 
payment. 

1013  1863  Proof-62.  The  obverse  is  toned  in  pastel  gold,  violet,  and 
blue.  The  reverse  displays  delicate  champagne  iridescence.  Quite 
scarce. 

1014  1864  Proof-62.  Fully  brilliant.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely 
with  the  glittering  mirror  fields.  A  highly  prized  date. 

1015  1864  MS-60.  Pearl  gray  surfaces.  A  faint  pin  scratch  is  noted  on  the 
obverse.  Quite  elusive  in  Mint  state  form,  indeed  a  rarity,  although 
the  availability  of  Proofs  overshadows  this  aspect  market-wise. 

1016  1865  Proof-62.  Pale  golden  surfaces.  Virtually  all  design  features 
are  defined  to  full  advantage  save  for  a  few  obverse  stars. 


1017  1866  Motto.  Proof-64.  Intermingled  blue  and  gold  toning  comple¬ 
ments  both  surfaces.  The  frosty  design  elements  contrast  nicely 
with  the  mirror  fields. 

This  represents  the  first  appearance  of  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on 
regular-issue  silver  coinage.  The  sentiment  was  derived  from  a  desire  to  place 
the  name  of  the  Deity  on  circulating  coinage.  Earlier  in  the  decade  various 
other  proposals  were  considered,  including  GOD  AND  COUNTRY,  and  GOD 
OUR  TRUST.  The  motto  probably  derives  from  a  line  in  Francis  Scott  Key’s 
Star  Spangled  Banner,  “And  let  this  be  our  motto,  “In  God  is  our  trust.” 

1018  1867  Proof-63.  The  frosty  design  elements  contrast  nicely  with  the 
mirror  fields.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  pale  gold 
at  the  borders. 


1019  1868  Proof-64.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant.  Wisps  of  vivid  or¬ 
ange-gold  ornament  the  borders. 

1020  1868  Proof-63.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  cham¬ 
pagne  iridescence  on  the  high  points  and  at  the  rims. 

1021  Liberty  Seated  quarter  group:  ☆  1868  Proof-60  (2),  one  is 
hairlined  ☆  1869  Proof-61  ☆  1877  Proof-62  &  1878  (2).  Proof-62 
and  Proof-61  ☆  1890  Proof-62.  (Total:  7  pieces) 


1022  1870  Proof-64.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  hint  of  gold. 
The  frosty  devices  nicely  complement  the  mirror  fields.  This  sale 
affords  the  bidder  the  unusual  opportunity  to  fill  in  much  if  not 
most  of  a  date  run  of  Liberty  Seated  Proof  silver  coins  from  the 
late  1850s  onward.  All  such  pieces  are  scarce,  and  many  are  rare. 


1023  1870  Proof-64.  Champagne  iridescence  at  the  centers  changes  to 
warm  gold  at  the  borders. 

1024  1870  Proof-63.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of  gold  on  the 
high  points  and  at  the  rims.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with 
the  mirror  fields. 

The  present  listing  offers  a  remarkable  opportunity  to  assemble  a  date  run 
of  Proof  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollars.  The  grades  of  the  Proofs  vary,  provid¬ 
ing  interesting  possibilities  at  various  price  levels. 


1025  1872  Proof-64.  Vivid  blue,  violet,  and  gold  toning  enhances  the 
sharp  frosty  devices  and  blazing  mirror  fields. 


1026  1873  Closed  3,  No  Arrows.  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  satiny.  Some  faint 
hairlines  are  indicative  of  a  light  cleaning  long  ago. 

1027  1873  Arrows.  Proof-60.  Pale  champagne  toning.  Most  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  sharp  including  the  obverse  stars,  all  of  which  show  their 
radials. 

1028  1873  Arrows.  MS-60.  The  obverse  is  lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 
golden  gray  iridescence.  The  reverse  is  warmly  toned  in  inter¬ 
mingled  slate  gray  and  blue.  Microscopic  porosity  on  the  reverse. 

1029  1874  Arrows.  Proof-60.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of  pale 
gold  at  the  borders  and  around  the  design  elements. 

1030  1874  Arrows.  Proof-60.  Mostly  orange-gold  surfaces  with  some 
splashes  of  violet. 

1031  1874  Arrows.  Proof-60.  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant.  I  he  reverse, 
in  particular,  shows  nice  cameo  contrast. 
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1032  1874  Arrows.  Proof-60.  The  obverse  is  brilliant.  The  mirror  bril¬ 
liance  of  the  reverse  fields  is  somewhat  subdued. 

1033  1874  Arrows.  Proof-60.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at  the  centers 
deepens  to  rich  golden  at  the  rims. 

Our  “One  Lot  Only”  option  explained  under  our  Terms  of  Sale  furnishes 
you  the  opportunity  to  bid  on  multiple  examples  of  the  1874  quarter  dollar 
with  arrows  at  date,  Proof-60  grade,  but  with  the  possibility  of  winning  no 
more  than  a  single  example.  This  will  vastly  increase  your  chances  for  success. 

1034  1874  Arrows.  AU-58.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at  the  centers 
deepens  to  warm  golden  gray  at  the  borders.  A  tiny  obverse  rim 
bump  can  be  seen  at  1:00. 

1035  Liberty  Seated  quarter  quartette:  ☆  1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Brilliant 
☆  1885  Proof-55.  Toned  ☆  1891  MS-60  (2).  One  is  brilliant  and 
prooflike,  the  other  is  toned.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1036  Assortment  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters:  ☆  1875  AU-50  ☆  1876-S 
AU-58  ☆  1877-CC  AU-50  ☆  1877-S  AU-50  (2)  ☆  1891  AU-55  ☆ 
1891-S  AU-58.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1037  Brilliant  quarter  dollar  trio:  ☆  1876  AU-58  ☆  1906  MS-64  ☆  1917- 
D  Type  I.  AU-55.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1038  1877  Proof-63.  Pale  champagne  toning  enhances  the  central  areas. 
Wisps  of  gold,  violet,  and  blue  ornament  the  rims.  Both  surfaces 
exhibit  pleasing  cameo  contrast. 


Magnificent  1878  Quarter 


1039  1878  MS-66  (NGC).  A  handsome  example  having  frosty  devices 
and  satiny  fields.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant,  changing  to  pleas¬ 
ing  gold  at  the  borders.  Incredibly  rare  in  this  elegant  business 
strike  grade  level,  several  orders  more  elusive  than  in  Proof  for¬ 
mat.  A  prize  find  for  the  Liberty  Seated  connoisseur,  a  class  whose 
numbers  are  growing  thanks  to  an  era  of  good  feeling  and  camer- 
aderie  in  the  field,  all  under  the  umbrella  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
Collectors  Club  and  its  organ,  The  Gobrecht  Journal. 

NGC  Population:  3;  0  (none  finer). 


k  1040  1879  Proof-63.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  toning  at  the 
obverse  border.  The  reverse  shows  bold  cameo  contrast. 

This  year  begins  an  era  of  reduced  mintage  business  strikes,  a  situation 
which  places  additional  market  demand  upon  the  Proofs. 

f  1041  1879  Proof-62.  Pale  champagne  toning  at  the  centers  deepens  to 

rich  gold  at  the  borders.  Most  design  features  are  sharp  save  for  a 
few  obverse  stars. 


1042  Quartette  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters.  All  have  toning  except 
where  noted:  ☆  1879  Proof-62  ☆  1880  Proof-61  ☆  1882  Proof-62 
☆  1888  Proof-62.  This  last  piece  is  mostly  brilliant.  A  nice  run  of 
low-mintage  dates.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


1044  1880  MS-62.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields 
show  pronounced  prooflike  character.  Close  examination  reveals 
some  hairline  marks  on  the  obverse.  In  business  strike  form  this 
issue  is  significandy  rarer  than  in  Proof  format. 


1045  1880  MS-61,  prooflike.  Pale  golden  iridescence  complements  both 
surfaces.  Some  faint  hairlines  and  a  few  minor  rim  marks  account 
for  the  assigned  grade.  A  popular  low-mintage  issue. 


1047  1881  Proof-63.  Pleasing  golden  toning  at  the  centers  changes  to 
blue  and  violet  peripherally.  Always  in  demand  due  to  the  overall 
low  mintage  for  the  date. 


1048  1882  Proof-62.  Lovely  golden  toning.  Virtually  all  design  features 
are  defined  to  full  advantage.  Another  low-mintage  issue. 


1049  1883  MS-61.  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with  wisps  of  blue  and 
gray  at  the  border.  The  reverse  is  predominantly  pale  blue  and  vio¬ 
let  with  tinges  of  orange-gold  peripherally.  Yet  another  low-mint¬ 
age  quarter  dollar. 


1050  1884  Proof-65/64.  Vivid  blue,  gold,  and  violet  iridescence  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces. 


1051  1884  Proof-63.  Pleasing  golden  iridescence  complements  both  the 
obverse  and  reverse.  The  devices  are  sharp,  and  both  surfaces 
show  prominent  cameo  contrast. 

1052  1884  Proof-63.  Partially  brilliant  with  delicate  champagne  irides¬ 
cence.  The  frosty  eagle  motif  nicely  complements  the  deeply  re¬ 
flective  reverse  field. 

1053  1884  Proof-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  with  some  splashes 
and  wisps  of  golden  brown  on  the  reverse. 

Again  we  call  your  attention  to  the  remarkable  opportunity  presented  in  this 
catalogue  to  form  a  date  run  of  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollars.  Such  pieces 
were  first  generally  issued  to  collectors  beginning  in  the  year  1858,  and  contin¬ 
ued  through  1890.  There  are  no  “impossible”  Proof  rarities  in  this  date,  al¬ 
though  some  are  more  elusive  than  others.  Without  a  doubt,  the  issues  toward 
the  end  of  the  series-1879  onward-have  a  special  cachet  due  to  the  related 
low  mintage  of  business  strikes.  Perhaps  a  nice  way  to  start  would  be  to  build  a 
set  from  1879  to  1891,  and  when  that  is  well  under  way,  reach  back  to  acquire 
some  of  the  earlier  dates. 

1054  1884  Proof-62.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  pale  gold. 
The  fields  are  deeply  reflective  and  the  devices  have  a  texture  in¬ 
termediate  between  frosty  and  satiny. 


1043  Quality  Liberty  Seated  quarter  group:  ☆  1880  Proof-60.  Brilliant 
☆  1882  Proof-62  (2).  One  is  brilliant;  the  other  toned  ☆  1888 
Proof-62.  Toned  ☆  1890  Proof-60.  Toned.  Another  nice  grouping 
containing  dates  of  low  overall  mintage.  (  Total:  5  pieces) 


1055  1884  MS-60.  Satiny  surfaces  exhibit  just  a  hint  of  pale  gold. 

1056  1885  Proof-64.  Delicate  champagne  toning  with  tinges  of  navy- 
blue  and  charcoal  gray  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  hol¬ 
ders. 
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1057  1885  Proof-62.  Warmly  toned  in  intermingled  blue,  violet,  and 
gold. 

1058  1886  Proof-63.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty  cameos  and 
the  fields  are  glittering  mirrors. 

Quite  a  few  years  ago  the  late  Charles  Green  endeavored  to  hoard  Proof 
quarter  dollars  of  this  date,  finding  the  low  mintage  figure  to  be  quite  intrigu¬ 
ing.  After  his  passing  we  handled  a  number  of  these  through  his  widow,  Ruth 
Green.  Today  all  have  been  dispersed. 

1059  1886  Proof-63.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  majority  of  design  features 
are  boldly  delineated  save  for  a  few  obverse  stars. 


1060  1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Slate  gray  toning  with  gold,  blue,  and  violet 
iridescent  highlights.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  defined  in¬ 
cluding  the  obverse  stars,  all  of  which  show  their  radials.  A  rarity 
from  any  aspect,  a  find  for  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist. 

1061  1888  Proof-62.  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  Glittering  mirrored 
fields  with  satiny  devices. 

1062  1889  Proof-63.  Delightful  golden  toning  with  wisps  of  blue  and  vio¬ 
let  at  the  rims. 

1063  1889  Proof-63.  Lovely  champagne  toning  complements  both  sur¬ 
faces.  The  eagle  motif  on  the  reverse  is  especially  frosty  on  this 
example. 

1064  1889  Proof-63.  Vivid  rainbow  toning  with  gold,  blue,  and  violet 
predominating. 

Going!  Going!  Almost  gone!  The  Liberty  Seated  series  is  nearing  its  conclu¬ 
sion,  and  once  again  we  suggest  that  you  consider  using  the  present  offering- 
spectacular  in  its  depth— to  start  your  own  date  set  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters 
of  the  1858-1891  years. 

1065  1890  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  toning.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 
the  fields  are  satiny. 


Proof  Barber  Quarter  Collection 

1066  Offering  of  Proof  Barber  quarters  comprising  14  of  the  24  variet¬ 
ies  minted.  The  coins  grade  average  Proof-62.  The  following  dates 
are  included:  ☆  1892  ☆  1894  ☆  1895  ☆  1896  ☆  1898  ☆  1899  ☆ 
1900  ☆  1902  ☆  1905  ☆  1906  ☆  1907  ☆  1908  ☆  1911  ☆  1912. 
These  pieces  are  variously  brilliant  or  lightly  toned.  (Total:  14 
pieces) 


Proof  Barber  25£  Collection 

1067  Another  collection  of  Barber  quarters  this  one  containing  15  of 
the  24  varieties  struck.  Grades  are  as  follows:  ☆  1892  Proof-62  ☆ 
1894  Proof-61  ☆  1895  Proof-60/62  ☆  1896  Proof-62  ☆  1898  Proof- 
62  ☆  1899  Proof-62  ☆  1900  Proof-62  ☆  1901  Proof-60/63  ☆  1902 
Proof-62  ☆  1904  Proof-61  ☆  1907  Proof-62  ☆  1908  Proof-62  ☆ 
1911  Proof-62  ☆  1912  Proof-62  ☆  1915  Proof-61;  remarkable  for 
its  low  mintage.  Some  are  brilliant;  most  have  toning.  (Total:  15 
pieces) 


Another  Barber  25#  Group 

1068  Assortment  of  Barber  quarters,  all  different  dates:  ☆  1892  Proof- 
60  ☆  1893  Proof-61  ☆  1894  Proof-60  ☆  1896  Proof-60  ☆  1897 
Proof-60/63  ☆  1898  Proof-60/63  ☆  1900  Proof-60/63  ☆  1901 
Proof-60/62  ☆  1902  Proof-60  ☆  1903  Proof-60/63  ☆  1904  Proof- 
60  ☆  1906  Proof-61  ☆  1907  Proof-60  ☆  1908  Proof-60  ☆  1912 
Proof-61/63  ☆  1913  Proof-60  ☆  1915  Proof-60/63.  Second  lowest 
Proof  mintage  of  the  series.  Some  are  brilliant;  most  have  toning. 
(Total:  17  pieces) 


1069  Barber  quarter  sextette:  ☆  1892  Proof-55  (2)  ☆  1894  Proof-50  ☆ 
1902  Proof-58/MS-63  ☆  1904  Proof-58  (2).  Two  are  brilliant;  the 
others  have  toning.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

1070  Barber  quarter  offering:  ☆  1892  (2).  AU-58  and  AU-55  ☆  1898  (2). 
AU-55,  cleaned  and  AU-50/MS-60  ☆  1899  AU-55  ☆  1900-S  AU- 
50/MS-60,  obverse  cleaned  ☆  1905  AU-58  ☆  1911  AU-58  ☆  1915- 
D  AU-58  ☆  1915-S  AU-55  ☆  1916-D  (2).  AU-58  and  AU-55, 
cleaned.  (Total:  12  pieces) 

1071  1893  Proof-64.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence.  The  devices  are 
sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  glittering  mirrors. 

1072  1893  Proof-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the 
fields  are  nicely  reflective. 

1073  1893  Proof-63.  Pewter  gray  iridescence  at  the  centers  changes  to 
golden  brown  and  blue  peripherally. 

1074  Assortment  of  Barber  quarters.  All  grade  average  Proof-60  unless 
otherwise  described:  ☆  1893  ☆  1894  ☆  1896  ☆  1902  Proof-60/63 

☆  1905  ☆  1909.  These  have  been  variously  polished,  buffed, 
brushed,  scraped,  or  scratched.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

1075  1894  Proof-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  fields  are  glittering  mirrors 
and  the  devices  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  frosty  and 
satiny.  With  the  competition  in  today’s  market,  pieces  at  the  Proof- 
64  level  have  a  wide  following.  Attractive  examples  are  indeed  dif¬ 
ficult  to  obtain.  The  present  sale  offers  many  worthwhile  opportu¬ 
nities. 

1076  1894  Proof-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  complements  the 
frosty  devices  and  the  reflective  fields. 

1077  Assortment  of  Barber  quarters  ranging  in  grade  from  Proof-60  to 
Proof-60/63:  ☆  1894  ☆  1896  (2)  *1902  (2)  ☆  1907  (2).  Most  have 
toning;  a  few  are  brilliant.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1078  1895  Proof-63.  Fully  brilliant  with  sharp,  frosty  devices  and  glitter¬ 
ing  mirror  fields. 

1079  1896  Proof-63.  Pale  lilac  iridescence  at  the  centers  changes  to  pale 
gold  at  the  rims. 

1080  Quartette  of  Barber  quarters  grading  average  Proof-61:  ☆  1896 

☆  1902  ■&  1907  ☆  1915.  Each  has  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1081  1899  Proof-64.  Appealing  golden  toning  at  the  centers  changes  to 
blue  and  violet  at  the  rims.  Both  surfaces  show  pronounced  cameo 
contrast. 

1082  Barber  quarter  trio  grading  average  Proof-62:  ☆  1899  Pale 
golden  iridescence  ☆  1902  Brilliant  ☆  1912  Gold  and  blue  sur¬ 
faces.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1083  1899  MS-64.  Frosty  lustre.  Gold  and  gray  iridescence  at  the  centets 
changes  to  blue  at  the  rims. 
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1084  1900  Proof-64.  Intermingled  violet  and  golden  brown  iridescence 
at  the  centers  changes  to  electric  blue  at  the  rims.  Probably  no 
more  than  100  to  200  survive  today  at  this  grade  level  or  higher. 

1085  Uncirculated  Barber  quarter  quartette:  ☆  1900  MS-60,  prooflike 
☆  1909  MS-60  ☆  1915-S  MS-61  ☆  1916-D  MS-62.  The  1915-S  has 
toning;  the  others  are  mostly  brilliant.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1086  Offering  of  Barber  quarters  grading  average  AU-50  or  better:  ☆ 

1900  ☆  1901  ☆  1906-0  ☆  1908  ☆  1908-0  ☆  1909  (2)  ☆  1910  ☆ 
1912  H  1915  ☆  1915-D  ☆  1916  (2).  Some  are  brilliant;  most  have 
toning.  (Total:  13  pieces) 

As  a  class,  Barber  quarter  dollars  in  AU  are  quite  elusive.  Probably  80%  or 
90%  of  Barber  quarters  in  numismatic  hands  today  are  well  worn,  averaging 
around  the  Good  range.  AU  and  better  pieces  are  in  the  tiny  minority. 

1087  1901  Proof-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  The  devices  are  satiny 
rather  than  frosty. 


Elusive  1901-S  Quarter 


1088  1901-S  VG-8  (PCI).  Pearl  gray  surfaces  changing  to  charcoal  gray 
at  the  rims.  Blushes  of  orange  ornament  the  high  points.  The  label 
on  the  PCI  holder  describes  the  piece  as  having  a  “nicked  rim.” 

The  1901-S  is  the  landmark  issue  in  the  Barber  quarter  dollar  series,  the  date 
in  the  greatest  demand,  the  variety  that  is  the  most  elusive.  This  extends  to  all 
grades,  and  even  pieces  in  VG-8  as  hereoffered  are  exceedingly  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate. 


Superb  1906-D  Quarter 


1096  1906-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  gray  iridescence  complements  the 
frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of  blue  ornament  the  reverse  rim. 

This  represents  the  first  year  of  operation  of  the  Denver  Mint,  which  threw 
open  its  doors  on  New  Year’s  Day,  January  1,  and  began  producing  coins 
shortly  thereafter.  Earlier,  in  1862,  the  government  purchased  the  coining  fa¬ 
cilities  of  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.,  Denver  bankers  and  makers  of  gold  coins.  It 
was  intended  to  use  this  as  a  minting  facility.  Although  government  records 
referred  to  this  as  the  “Denver  Mint,”  no  coins  were  ever  struck  there  for  the 
United  States  government.  Instead,  operations  were  limited  to  assay,  refining, 
and  storage.  When  the  Denver  Mint  became  a  reality,  a  different  site  was  se¬ 
lected  and  a  new  building  was  constructed.  Today  the  former  structure  of 
Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  no  longer  exists.  So  far  as  is  known,  the  oldest 
numismatically  significant  building  in  the  state  of  Colorado  today  is  the  Jo¬ 
seph  Lesher  House  in  Victor,  not  far  from  the  fire  station  and  Town  Hall. 
Owned  by  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  the  Lesher  House  was  the 
site  of  dispersal  for  Lesher  silver  “dollars"  in  1900  and  1901. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

1097  1907  Proof-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at  the  centers  chang¬ 
ing  to  golden  brown  peripherally.  Wisps  on  navy  blue  ornament 
the  obverse  rim. 

The  mintage  of  Proofs  amounted  to  just  575  pieces,  certainly  a  low  figure  by 
any  standard.  Today,  examples  are  elusive.  Again  we  suggest  that  the  present 
catalogue  offers  many  opportunities  for  those  desiring  to  put  together  a  date 
run— a  very  satisfying  pursuit,  and  one  which  will  reward  the  owner  with  great 
pride  of  possession. 

1098  1908  Proof-63/65.  The  fields  are  brilliant.  Pale  gold  ornaments 
the  high  points  and  the  rims. 


1089  1902  Proof-63.  Pearl  gray  iridescence  at  the  centers  changes  to 
blue  and  violet  at  the  borders. 

K  1090  1902  Proof-63.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields 
are  glittering  mirrors. 

1091  1904  Proof-63.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields 

are  mirrorlike. 


1099  1908  Proof-63.  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  natural  irides¬ 
cence  at  the  rims. 

1100  1909  Proof-63.  Pleasing  golden  toning  enhances  both  surfaces. 
The  reverse  shows  pronounced  cameo  contrast. 

1101  1909  Proof-63.  Pale  gold  and  lilac  in  the  central  areas  changes  to 
delightful  electric  blue  at  the  extreme  rims. 


1092  1905  Proof-64.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  satiny,  and  the  fields  are 
blazing  mirrors.  Blue,  violet,  and  gold  iridescence. 

Remarkable!  This  word  describes  not  only  the  earlier-discussed  Liberty 
Seated  Proof  quarter  dollars  in  the  present  catalogue,  but  the  Proof  Barber 
quarters  as  well.  If  you  would  enjoy  the  challenge  of  assembling  a  set  of  one  of 
each  Proof  Barber  quarter  from  1892  through  1915  inclusive,  the  present  list¬ 
ing  is  a  grand  way  to  begin! 

1093  1905  Proof-64.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  appealing  orange- 
gold.  The  reverse  shows  better  cameo  contrast  than  most  Proof 
quarters  of  the  era. 

1094  1906  Proof-64/65.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  cham¬ 
pagne  iridescence.  Only  675  Proofs  were  minted,  and  probably  no 
more  than  100  to  200  in  existence  today  are  at  the  Proof-64  or 
higher  level. 

1095  1906  Proof-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  toning  complements  both  sur¬ 
faces. 


1102  1910  Proof-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  obverse  in  particular  shows 
bold  cameo  contrast. 

From  a  small  mintage  of  just  551  pieces  this  year.  Indeed,  in  the  entire  Bar¬ 
ber  quarter  dollar  series,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  large  Proof  mintage.  Even 
the  1892  with  1,245  pieces-the  most  generous  figure  of  the  series— can  cer¬ 
tainly  be  deemed  as  rare.  Nearly  all  of  the  pieces  in  the  present  holding  were 
assembled  many  years  ago.  Now  they  are  offered  for  a  new  generation  of  ad¬ 
mirers. 

1103  1910  Proof-63.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  gold.  The  de¬ 
vices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  blazing  mirrors. 

1104  1912  MS-64.  Mostly  pearl  gray  surfaces  with  blushes  of  navy  blue 
and  charcoal  toning. 

1105  1913  Proof-63.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  vivid  or¬ 
ange-gold  at  the  rims. 

1106  1913  Proof-63.  Fully  brilliant.  The  reverse  shows  considerable 
cameo  contrast  on  the  surfaces. 


1107  20th-century  quarter  group:  ☆  1914-D  AU-58  ☆  1915-D  AU-58  ☆ 
1916  Barber.  AU-58  ☆  1917  Standing  Liberty.  Type  I.  MS-63  FH. 
All  have  light  golden  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 
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1 108  1915  Proof-63.  The  central  areas  have  pearl  gray  iridescence.  Vivid 
golden  brown,  violet,  and  electric  blue  ornament  the  rims.  The 
Proof  mintage  was  just  450  pieces,  the  second  smallest  Proof  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  series.  Examples  have  always  been  highly  prized. 

1109  1916-D/D  MS-63  (NGC).  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing 
to  golden  brown  at  the  rims. 

The  doubled  mintmark  feature  is  not  mentioned  on  the  NGC  holder. 


Classic  Uncirculated  1916  Standing  250 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1110  1916  Standing  Liberty.  MS-60/63.  Delicately  and  attractively 
toned  in  intermingled  pastel  gold  and  lilac-gray.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  great  American  classics  of  the  20th  century.  Just 
52,000  were  minted,  and  probably  no  more  than  a  few  thousand 
exist  today  in  various  grades.  Always  in  demand,  always  a  winning 
coin.  We  expect  many  generous  bids. 

Although  the  new  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  design  was  highly  ac¬ 
claimed  in  early  1917  when  news  of  it  reached  The  Numismatist  and  the  coin 
collecting  community,  not  a  great  deal  of  attention  seems  to  have  been  paid  to 
the  rare  1916  date.  Presumably,  most  collectors  who  were  interested  were  sat¬ 
isfied  by  simply  acquiring  an  example  of  the  type,  more  likely  than  not  bearing 
the  date  1917.  So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  determine,  the  only  dealers  main¬ 
taining  an  in-depth  inventory  of  1916  quarters  during  the  ensuing  decade 
were  Henry  Chapman  (in  particular)  and  John  Zug.  Of  course,  others  had 
pieces  as  stock  in  trade  from  time  to  time. 

We  strongly  recommend  to  our  clients  the  new  third  edition  of  J.  Cline’s 
book.  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  available  from  our  Publications  Department 
and  described  in  our  recent  Rare  Coin  Review  #116.  Cline,  who  has  studied  and 
specialized  in  this  series  for  many  years,  relates  just  about  every  tidbit  of  infor¬ 
mation  one  could  ever  hope  to  find! 


1112  1917-D  Type  I.  MS-63  FH.  Frosty  lustre.  Essentially  brilliant  with 
just  a  whisper  of  pearl  gray. 

1113  1917  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Delightful  golden  gray  toning  on 
frosty  surfaces. 


1114  1917-D  Type  II.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  partially 
brilliant  with  blushes  of  golden  gray. 

Remarkable  Quality  1917-S  Type  II  250 


1115  1917-S  Type  II.  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  Appealing  golden  iridescence 
complements  the  frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

1116  1917-S  Type  II.  MS-63  FH.  Delicate  champagne  iridescence 
complements  the  lustrous  surfaces. 

In  general,  Standing  Liberty  quarters  of  the  Type  II  format  are  much  harder 
to  find  with  Full  Head  striking  sharpness  than  are  those  of  the  Type  I  style. 


1117  1918-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Pleasing  satiny  lustre.  The  obverse  exhibits 
delicate  champagne  iridescence.  The  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant 
with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rim.  A  very  nice  example  of  an  issue 
that  is  relatively  scarce  at  this  grade  level. 

1118  1919-D  MS-60.  Pearl  gray  surfaces  with  a  touch  of  golden  toning  at 
the  rims. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  March  1988,  Lot  1 789.  Previ¬ 
ously  from  Thomas  Elder. 

1119  1920  MS-65.  Golden  gray  toning  complements  the  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces. 


1111  1917  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  on  satiny 

surfaces.  Exceedingly  popular  as  a  “type.” 

Today’s  market  value  for  high-level  1917  Type  I  quarter  dollars  seems  to  be 
rather  low,  especially  considering  that  this  is  one  of  the  top  several  most  elu¬ 
sive  20th-century  design  types.  About  25  years  ago  we  decided  to  make  up  on 
speculation  a  group  of  1 00  sets  of  20th-century  coins  by  design  type,  from  the 
Lincoln  cent  to  the  silver  dollar,  each  in  Uncirculated  grade  (the  term  “Mint 
Slate"  was  not  used  back  then).  We  did  this,  offered  them  to  our  clients,  and 
were  sold  out  almost  overnight,  after  which  we  put  together  a  second  group  of 
1 00  sets  over  a  period  of  time.  The  task  was  not  an  easy  one,  with  the  most  dif¬ 
ficult  issues  being  the  Barber  half  dollar  (which  headed  the  list),  followed  by 
the  Barber  quarter,  followed  by  the  Barber  dime,  after  which  came  either  the 
presently-discussed  1917  Type  I  quarter  dollar  or  the  Liberty  Head  nickel,  we 
don’t  recall  whir h. 


Outstanding  1921  Quarter 


1120  1921  MS-65  FII  (PCGS).  Intermingled  gold  and  pearl  grav  aides 
cence  complements  the  frosty  surfaces.  Always  in  demand  due  to 
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the  special  quality  of  this  date— there  was  no  branch  mint  coinage 
this  year,  and  the  Philadelphia  Mint  variety  is  scarce  at  all  grade 
levels. 


1921  MS-65.  Intermingled  gold  and  gray  toning  with  pale  blue 
highlights. 


1924-S  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces.  The  obverse  has  pale 
golden  toning.  The  reverse  is  brilliant.  Very  scarce.  This  issue  fell 
through  the  cracks,  so  to  speak,  and  only  a  few  Mint  State  pieces 
were  saved  during  the  year  of  release,  this  being  a  decade  before 
collecting  such  pieces  by  date  and  mint  became  popular  in  a  wide¬ 
spread  sense. 


1924-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  with  blushes 
of  orange-gold.  Fairly  elusive  at  this  grade  level.  A  find  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist. 

1925  MS-64  FH.  Golden  gray  iridescence  complements  the  frosty 
surfaces. 


suming  the  price  and  quality  were  right.  In  discussion  with  him  at  his  office  a 
few  years  ago  the  topic  was  the  1932-D,  and  your  cataloguer  and  Elliot  both 
agreed  that  the  piece  was  sharply  undervalued. 

1132  1932-S  MS-64.  The  obverse  is  partially  brilliant  with  splashes  of 
gold  and  violet.  The  reverse  exhibits  uniform  golden  iridescence. 


1133  1934-D  MS-65.  Delicate  pearl  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces. 

1 134  1935-D  MS-65.  A  frosty  gem  exhibiting  pleasing  champagne  irides¬ 
cence. 

1135  1936-D  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  mottled  violet-brown 
toning  on  the  obverse.  Very  scarce  in  Mint  State. 

The  1936-D  quarter  dollar  is,  perhaps,  the  most  curious  issue  of  its  era  and 
denomination.  Large  numbers  of  business  strikes  were  made,  and  by  all  logic 
the  variety  should  be  quite  common  in  Mint  State.  However,  pieces  were  re¬ 
leased  during  the  height  of  the  commemorative  boom,  the  mintage  figure  was 
.  generous,  and  no  attention  was  paid  to  saving  the  pieces.  A  couple  of  years 
later  when  collectors  sought  to  fill  in  their  sets,  they  were  surprised  to  find  that 
rolls  of  1936-D  quarters  were  simply  not  to  be  had.  Instead,  coins  had  to  be 
picked  up  here  and  there  as  found,  and  this  wasn’t  often.  The  late  Lee  F. 
Hewitt,  founder  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  was  fond  of  telling  this 
story,  and  no  doubt  in  addition  to  verba)  discussions  it  reached  print  in  his 
magazine  (we  haven’t  checked,  and  if  someone  tracks  down  an  article  let  us 
know  and  we  will  cite  it  in  a  future  issue  of  one  of  our  periodicals). 

In  complete  defiance  of  logic,  the  1936-D  in  VF  grade  lists  for  substantially 
more  than  the  far  scarcer  1936-S— simply  because  there  is  a  “transfer  effect” 
from  the  Uncirculated  valuation! 


HALF  DOLLARS 


1136  1794  Flowing  Hair.  Overton-101.  Rarity-4.  Net  G-4.  Pewter  gray 

toning  with  blue  and  gold  iridescent  highlights.  Some  heavy 
scratches  are  present  on  the  obverse;  accordingly,  in-person  ex¬ 
amination  is  advised. 


1927- S  VF-30  (ANACS).  Intermingled  gold  and  gray  toning.  Scarce 
in  all  grades. 

1928  MS-66  (NGC).  The  obverse  has  mottled  toning.  The  reverse 
exhibits  vivid  sea  green,  maroon,  and  orange  iridescence. 

1928- S  MS-65  FH.  Satiny  lustre.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with 
blushes  of  gold  on  the  high  points. 

1929- S  MS-65.  Mottled  golden  brown  and  pearl  gray  iridescence 
on  lustrous  surfaces.  Splashes  of  navy  blue  can  be  seen  on  the  ob¬ 
verse. 

1930  MS-65  FH.  Frosty  surfaces.  The  obverse  has  warm  golden 
brown  and  slate  gray  toning.  The  reverse  exhibits  delicate  cham¬ 
pagne  iridescence. 

Washington  quarters:  ☆  1932  MS-65  ☆  1932-S  MS-63.  Popular  key 
date,  decidedly  scarce  in  Mint  State  ☆  1935-S  MS-65  ☆  1937-S  MS- 
65.  All  are  brilliant.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1932-D  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  and  essentially  brilliant  with  just  a 
whisper  of  gold  at  the  borders. 

We  have  always  felt  that  the  1932-D  quarter  is  several  times  scarcer  in  high 
Mint  State  than  is  the  1932-S.  The  late  Elliot  Goldman  of  Phoenix,  Arizona, 
liked  the  1932-D  and  1932-S  quarters  and  would  buy  all  that  he  could  find,  as- 


Scarce  1794  O-104a  5(K 

First  Year  of  Issue 


1 137  1794  Flowing  Hair.  O-104a.  Rarity-5.  F-12.  Pewter  gray  toning  on 

the  high  points  deepens  to  slate  gray  in  the  fields.  Both  surfaces 
exhibit  pleasing  golden  brown  and  blue  iridescent  highlights. 
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Elusive  1794  0-105  500 


1 138  1794  Flowing  Hair.  0-105.  Rarity-5.  F-12.  Mottled  blue,  gray,  and 
lilac  toning.  Prominent  scratches  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  neck 
and  face  prompt  us  to  recommend  in-person  examination  to  pro¬ 
spective  bidders. 


1139  1795  0-104.  Rarity-4.  F-12  (PCGS).  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  pale 
golden  brown  highlights.  A  very  nice  example  of  the  Flowing  Hair 
design  used  in  1794-1795. 

Collectors  can  be  thankful  that  the  Mint  did  not  have  a  large-capacity  press 
early  in  1795.  Otherwise,  silver  dollars  would  have  been  coined,  and,  no 
doubt,  half  dollars  would  have  been  made  in  very  small  quantities  (as,  indeed, 
they  were  in  1796-1797  by  which  time  a  large  press  was  installed).  The  story 
goes  back  to  autumn  1794  when  the  Mint  desired  to  make  silver  dollars.  Great 
difficulties  were  encountered,  and  only  1,758  satisfactory  pieces  were  made, 
after  which  the  attempt  was  abandoned,  despite  a  supply  of  planchets  on 
hand.  Meanwhile,  the  demand  for  a  large-denomination  silver  coin  was  filled 
by  the  half  dollar. 


the  word  STETES,  realized  his  gross  error,  and  then  corrected  it.  A  somewhat 
related  error  occurs  on  a  reverse  die  for  the  1795  half  eagle.  No  doubt  the 
same  die  puncher  was  involved. 

1142  1795  A  over  E  in  STATES.  0-113.  Net  G-4;  sharpness  of  VG-8.  At¬ 
tractive  gold,  blue,  and  lilac  toning.  Scratches  can  be  seen  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  cheek  and  in  the  field  in  front  of  her  face.  Some  mint- 
caused  planchet  rifts  are  noted  in  the  lower  right  quadrant  of  the 
obverse  field. 


1143  1795  A  Over  E  in  STATES.  0-1 13a.  Rarity-4.  VF-20.  Nicely  cen¬ 
tered  and  attractively  toned  in  hues  of  golden  brown  and  slate 
gray.  Some  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  forehead  and  cheek  as  illustrated. 


1 144  1795  0-1 19.  Rarity-4.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Warm  blue,  violet,  and  gold 
toning.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show  nice  centering. 


1 140  1795  0-1 10a.  Rarity-4.  F-15.  Pewter  gray  toning  with  pale  golden 
highlights. 


1141  1795  A  over  E  in  STATES.  0-1 13.  Rarity-3.  F-15.  Blue,  gray,  and 

golden  brown  toning.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent 
centering.  Some  faint  scratches  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse. 

Hir  ()  I  13  variety  is  not  a  rarity  among  coins  of  this  date,  but  the  die  blun¬ 
der  >  mainly  gives  it  special  interest.  Apparently,  the  engraver  first  punched 


Impressive  1795  0-125  500 


1145  1795  0-125.  Rarity-5.  EF-40.  Appealing  golden  gray  toning  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces.  A  reverse  rim  bump  is  noted  at  2:00.  Wisps 
of  frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 
Decidedly  elusive  at  the  EF  level,  and  thus  in  demand  not  only  as  a 
variety  but  as  a  candidate  for  a  type  set. 
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Celebrated  1797  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

<\  1146  1797  15  Stars.  0-101.  Rarity-5.  G-4.  Mottled  gold  and  violet  ton¬ 

ing.  A  few  fine  pin  scratches  are  noted  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  face.  Close  examination  reveals  some  pitting  within  the 
wreath  on  the  reverse. 

The  half  dollars  of  1796-1797  are  among  the  most  famous  rari¬ 
ties  in  the  United  States  series.  Made  in  small  numbers,  an  ex¬ 
ample  is  a  necessity  for  a  set  of  United  States  coins  by  design  types, 
as  these  are  the  only  years  combining  the  Draped  Bust  obverse 
with  the  Small  Eagle  reverse.  Year  in  and  year  out  these  have  been 
in  fantastic  demand.  The  present  piece  answers  the  need  for  an 
example  in  a  quite  affordable  grade. 


1148 

1149 

1150 

1151 

1152 

1153 

1154 


1155 


1156 


1157 


1158 


1147  1801  0-101.  Rarity-3.  VF-25.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence.  A  tiny 
dig  is  noted  beneath  the  seventh  obverse  star. 

First  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  design  combined  with  the  Heraldic 
Eagle  reverse;  no  half  dollars  were  minted  with  dates  1798-1800. 
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1802  0-101.  Rarity-3.  VF-20.  Mostly  pearly  gray  surfaces  with  deli¬ 
cate  gold  and  violet  iridescent  highlights. 

1803  Small  3.  0-104.  VF-30.  Warm  and  attractive  intermingled 
gold,  blue,  and  lilac-gray  toning. 

Draped  Bust  half  dollar  trio:  ☆  1803  Large  3.  F-15,  with  rim  bump 

☆  1806  Knobbed  6,  Stem  Through  Claw.  VF-20  ☆  1807  F-15.  Each 
has  toning.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

19th-century  half  dollar  quartette:  ☆  1803  Large  3.  0-103.  F-12.  ☆ 
1876-S  AU-50  ☆  1881  VG-8.  Decidedly  rare,  an  elusive  date  which 
in  VG-8  preservation  is  far  rarer  than  Proof.  ☆  1893-0  AU-50,  with 
a  small  planchet  void  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  All  have  toning.  (To¬ 
tal:  4  pieces) 

1805  O-lll.  Rarity-3.  VF-30.  Mottled  gray  toning. 

Draped  Bust  half  dollar  quartette.  Most  are  toned  except  as 
noted:  ☆  1805  F-12  ☆  1806  Pointed  6,  Stem  Through  Claw.  VF-25 

☆  1807  (2).  VF-20,  essentially  brilliant;  F-12.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Offering  of  half  dollar  design  types,  each  being  of  a  different 
style— a  nice  start  on  a  type  set:  ☆  1806  Knobbed  6,  Stem  Through 
Claw.  0-105.  VF-30  ☆  1839  Capped  Bust.  EF-45  ☆  1866  Motto. 
Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  with  obverse  graffiti  ☆  1873  Ar¬ 
rows.  EF-40  ☆  1892  AU-50.  The  1839  and  1892  are  mostly  brilliant; 
the  others  have  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1806  Pointed  6,  Stem  Not  Through  Claw.  0-109.  VF-20.  Mostly 
gold  and  gray  surfaces  with  some  wisps  of  blue  at  the  rims. 


1806  6  Over  Inverted  6.  0-112.  Rarity-4.  VF-25.  Nicely  centered 
with  intermingled  blue,  violet,  and  gold  toning.  A  small  rim  bump 
can  be  seen  above  E  in  LIBERTY. 

Overton  Condition  Census:  40-40-40-25-25. 


Offering  of  19th-century  half  dollars  illustrating  different  design 
types:  ☆  1806  Pointed  6,  Stem  Through  Claw.  0-121.  Rarity-5.  VG- 
8  ☆  1818/7  Overdate.  0-101.  EF-45,  with  a  scratch  above  the  eagle 
☆  1839  Liberty  Seated.  With  Drapery.  EF-45  ☆  1855-0  Arrows.  EF- 
45  ☆  1883  Proof-60.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1806  Pointed  6,  Stem  Through  Claw.  0-125a.  Rarity-5.  F-12.  Par¬ 
tially  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  gold  and  gray. 
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(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1159  1807  Draped  Bust.  0-105.  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  on 
lustrous  surfaces.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent  cen¬ 
tering.  The  eagle’s  breast  and  tail  feathers  are  sharp  and  most  of 
the  wing  feathers  are  clearly  defined. 

The  presently  offered  example  ranks  among  the  finest  known  of  the  die  vari¬ 
ety  as  indicated  by  the  Overton  Condition  Census:  65-64-58-55-55. 


Lustrous  1807  0-105  Draped  Bust  500 

Condition  Census  Example 


1160  1807  Capped  Bust.  50  Over  20.  0-112.  EF^15.  Intermingled  gold 
and  gray  at  the  centers  changes  to  navy  blue  and  violet  at  the  rims. 

The  engraver  apparently  thought  that  he  was  working  on  a  quarter  dollar, 
started  cutting  25C,  realized  his  error,  and  overpunched  the  two  with  the  cor¬ 
rect  5. 

1161  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  quartette.  All  are  lightly  toned:  ☆  1809 
0-106  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  ☆  1827  Square-Base  2.  0-114.  Rarity-4.  EF- 
45.  ☆  1827  Square-Base  2.  0-129.  Rarity-4.  EF-45  ☆  1834  Small 
Date  and  Letters.  O-l  10.  Rarity-4.  AU-55.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1162  1809  IIIIIII  Edge.  0-107.  AU-55.  Attractive  intermingled  pastel 
gold  and  lilac  iridescence.  Wisps  of  electric  blue  ornament  the 
rims. 

1 163  1809  IIIIIII  Edge.  O-109a.  AU-55.  Appealing  champagne  irides¬ 
cence  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  surviving  in  the  fields. 


1164  Quartette  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆  1810  0-104.  Rarity-3. 
AU-55.  Artificial  toning  ☆  1812  0-104.  AU-55.  Artificial  toning  ☆ 
1818/7  Overdate.  0-101.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  with  an 
obverse  scratch  ☆  1829  0-105.  AU-55,  with  an  obverse  scratch. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

1165  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  quartette.  Most  are  brilliant  except 
where  noted:  ☆  1810  EF-40  ☆  1811  Large  8.  EF-45.  Toned  ☆ 
1812/1  Overdate,  Small  8.  EF-45  ☆  1814  EF-45.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1166  1811  Small  8.  0-105.  Rarity-3.  AU-55.  Lovely  golden  gray  irides¬ 
cence  enhances  both  surfaces.  Most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still 
survives  in  the  fields. 

High-Grade  1812  O-105a  500 


1167  1812  O-105a.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  gray  toning  on  frosty 
surfaces.  The  reverse  dentils  show  soft  definition  in  areas.  A  Con¬ 
dition  Census  example  which  will  find  a  nice  reception  with  the 
ever-growing  number  of  enthusiasts  in  the  Capped  Bust  half  dollar 
series. 

Overton  Condition  Census:  65-65-64-63-63. 

1168  Starter  collection  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  grading  average 
AU-50:  ☆  1812  O-l  10a  ☆  1814  0-102  ☆  1822  0-105.  Rarity-3  ☆ 
1823  0-103  ☆  1826  0-104.  Rarity-3  ☆  1827  Square-Base  2.  0-128. 
Rarity-3  ☆  1828  Square-Base  2,  Small  8’s  and  Letters.  0-120  ☆ 
1829  O-108a.  Rarity-3  ☆  1830  Small  0.  0-117  ☆  1833  0-102  ☆ 
1834  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  0-105  ☆  1835  0-106.  A  few  are 
brilliant;  most  have  attractive  light  toning.  (Total:  12  pieces) 

1169  Pair  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  grading  AU-50  each:  ☆  1812  0- 
110.  Brilliant  ☆  1829/7  Overdate.  0-102.  Toned.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1170  1813  0-107.  Rarity-4.  AU-58.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  satiny  surfaces. 

Popular  1815/2  Half  Dollar 


1171  1815/2  Overdate.  0-10 la.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Warmly  and  attrac¬ 

tively  toned  in  intermingled  orange-gold,  violet,  and  blue.  Struck 
from  lightly  clashed  dies. 

As  a  date  the  1815  is  the  most  elusive  of  the  Capped  Oust  issues  from  180" 
through  1836.  Examples  are  always  in  demand.  Typically,  pieces  are  in  the  VF 
range,  not  often  lower  than  that,  and  not  often  higher  either.  The  present  F.F- 
45  is  decidedly  above  average. 
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Desirable  1815/2  Half  Dollar 


1172  1815/2  Overdate.  O-lOla.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Mostly  blue  and  violet- 
brown  surfaces.  Wisps  of  charcoal  gray  can  be  seen  at  the  reverse 
rim.  Struck  from  clashed  dies.  Another  opportunity  to  acquire  an 
above-average  example  of  this  highly  prized  issue. 

1173  Attributed  half  dollar  offering:  ☆  1817  0-106.  EF-40  ☆  1819/8 
Overdate.  0-103.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  ☆  1819/8  Overdate.  0-104.  EF- 
45  ☆  1822  0-102.  Rarity-1.  VF-35  ☆  1823  Patched  3.  O-lOla.  VF-35 

☆  1823  0-103.  EF-45.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

1174  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  trio  with  multiple  profiles:  ☆  1819  O- 
115.  AU-50.  Rarity-3.  Triple  profile.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 
spotty  reverse  toning  ☆  1824  O-l  16.  AU-50  (2).  Rarity-3.  One  has  a 
triple  profile  and  the  other  has  a  double  profile.  Both  exhibit  deli¬ 
cate  golden  gray  iridescence.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1175  Early  half  dollar  group,  including:  ☆  1822  0-105.  Rarity-3.  EF-45 

☆  1830  0-103.  Small  0  in  date.  AU-50  ☆  1834  0-106.  Repunched 
4,  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  EF-40,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 
1835  0-109.  EF-40,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago  ☆  1836  Lettered  Edge. 
0-103.  Rarity-4.  EF-40,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago  ☆  1842 
Repunched  842,  “Triple  Date.”  VF-20.  Die  crack  at  date,  others  on 
reverse.  Very  Scarce.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

The  1842  half  dollar  is  listed  as  B-4763  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia. 


1176  1822  0-111.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  surfaces  exhibit  inter¬ 
mingled  gold  and  gray  iridescence.  A  Condition  Census  example, 
part  of  a  cluster  at  this  grade  level.  A  nick  is  noted  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  neck. 

Overton  Condition  Census:  65-63-63-63-63. 

1177  Mostly  lustrous  group  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆  1822  O- 
111.  AU-55  ☆  1823  0-107.  AU-55  ☆  1826  O-108a.  AU-50  ☆  1826 
0-110.  AU-50  (2)  ☆  1826  0-113.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  ☆  1828  Curl 
Base,  Without  Knob.  0-101  (2).  AU-55  and  AU-50  ☆  1833  0-104. 
AU-55.  Most  have  attractive  light  toning.  (Total:  9  pieces) 


1178  1823  0-1 12.  MS-63  (PCGS).  The  obverse  has  slate  gray  toning  with 
blue  and  violet  highlights.  The  reverse  exhibits  mottled  charcoal 
gray,  navy  blue,  and  gold  toning. 

1179  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  selection:  ☆  1824/4  Overdate.  EF-40  ☆ 
1825  EF-45  ☆  1826  AU-50  ☆  1828  Square-Base  2,  Small  8’s.  EF-40 
☆  1829  AU-55.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1180  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  quartette,  mostly  with  light  toning:  ☆ 
1825  0-111.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  ☆  1825  0-113.  AU-50  ☆  1827  Square- 
Base  2.  0-141.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  ☆  1828  Square-Base  2,  Large  8’s.  O- 
109.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1181  Half  dollar  quartette:  ☆  1826  0-108.  AU-58  ☆  1854  Arrows.  AU- 
55  ☆  1893  Proof-62  ☆  1916  MS-63.  The  1854  has  attractive  blue, 
violet,  and  gold  toning.  The  other  pieces  are  brilliant.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 

The  four  pieces  in  this  lot  are  all  of  different  design  types,  thus  furnishing  an 
interesting  possibility  for  anyone  embarking  upon  the  building  of  a  United 
States  type  set. 


1182  1828  Square-Base  2,  Small  8’s,  Large  Letters.  0-120.  MS-63 
(NGC).  Intermingled  gold  and  violet  iridescence  at  the  centers 
deepens  to  navy  blue  and  sea  green  at  the  borders.  A  pleasing 
specimen  that  will  surely  attract  enthusiastic  bidding. 


1183  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  quartette:  ☆  1829  (2).  AU-58  PL  and  EF- 
40.  The  latter  piece  has  an  area  of  obverse  granularity  ☆  1830 
Small  0.  EF-40,  with  a  scrape  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  head  ☆  1834 
Small  Date  and  Letters.  VF-35.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


1184  1830  Small  0.  0-113.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces 
with  blushes  of  gold  at  the  borders.  The  impressions  of  both  dies 
show  nice  centering  and  full  dentilation. 

Overton  Condition  Census:  63-63-63-60-60. 

Coming  attraction:  clients  interested  in  the  history  of  the  Capped  Bust  half 
dollar  may  find  of  interest  an  article  being  prepared  by  your  editor  (QDB)  on 
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the  subject  of  bulk  quantities  of  these  from  years  ago,  the  people  who  owned 
them,  and  where  they  went.  Watch  for  it  in  an  upcoming  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review. 

1185  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  group:  ☆  1830  Large  0.  VF-30  ☆  1833 
AU-58  ☆  1834  Small  Date  and  Letters.  EF-40  ☆  1835  MS-62  ☆ 
1836  Lettered  Edge.  EF-40.  .All  have  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


1 186  1831  0-1 19.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  surfaces  exhibit 
warm  gold,  blue,  and  lilac  iridescence.  The  obverse,  in  particular, 
shows  excellent  centering. 

Overton  Condition  Census:  65-65-63-63-63. 

1 187  1832  0-109.  Rarity-5.  EF-45.  The  obverse  has  pleasing  golden  gray 
toning.  The  reverse  is  charcoal  gray  with  navy  blue  highlights. 


Outstanding  1834  0-102  500 


1188  1834  Large  Date  and  Letters.  0-102.  MS-64.  Lustrous  surfaces. 
Pastel  gold  and  gray  iridescence  at  the  centers  deepens  to  golden 
brown  and  charcoal  gray  at  the  rims. 

1189  1836  Lettered  Edge.  0-106.  MS-61.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a 
hint  of  pale  champagne  iridescence.  The  Fields  exhibit  consider¬ 
able  prooflike  character. 


1190  1836  Lettered  Edge.  0-112.  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  orange-gold 

surfaces  with  blushes  of  lilac  on  the  high  points.  The  eagle’s  wing 
and  claw  detail  are  sharp  and  all  of  the  obverse  stars  show  their 
radials.  Softly  struck  on  the  scroll  by  the  letters  LURI  in 
PLURIBUS. 

Overton  Condition  Census:  65-63-63-63-62. 


1191  1836  Reeded  Edge.  VF-20.  Intermingled  gold  and  lilac  iridescence 
enhances  both  surfaces. 

The  1836  Reeded  Edge  half  dollar  was  struck  to  the  extent  of  1,200  pieces, 
nearly  all  of  which  were  placed  into  circulation  for  face  value.  Today,  ex¬ 
amples  are  scarce  in  any  and  all  grades.  The  presently  offered  VF-20  is  about 
par  for  those  in  existence,  when  seen. 

1192  1837  MS-61.  Pearl  gray  toning  at  the  centers  changes  to  violet  and 
electric  blue  peripherally. 

1193  1837  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  with  almost  all  of  the  original  mint 
lustre  still  surviving. 

1 194  1837  AU-55.  Attractive  golden  gray  iridescence.  Miss  Liberty’s  hair 
and  the  eagle’s  feathers  are  boldly  detailed. 

1195  Pair  of  Reeded  Edge  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  grading  AU-55 
each:  ☆  1837  Pale  golden  toning  ☆  1838  Brilliant.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1196  Quality  Capped  bust  pair,  each  grading  AU-55:  ☆  1837  Brilliant 

☆  1838  Pale  golden  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1197  Assortment  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  which  have  been  vari¬ 
ously  cleaned  or  polished:  ☆  1837  (3).  AU-55  (2),  AU-50.  One  has 
rim  bruises  ☆  1839  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55.  Three  are 
lightly  toned;  one  is  brilliant.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1 198  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  quartette:  ☆  1837  AU-50  ☆  1838  (3).  AU- 
55,  AU-50  (2).  All  have  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1 199  Mostly  lustrous  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  group:  ☆  1837  AU-50  (2) 

☆  1838  (3).  AU-55  and  AU-50  (2)  ☆  1839  AU-50  (2).  Some  are  bril¬ 
liant;  others  are  lightly  toned.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1200  Group  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  with  reeded  edges:  ☆  1837 
EFAO  ☆  1838  VF-30  ☆  1839  EF-40,  lightly  polished  ☆  1839-0  VF- 
30.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1201  1838  AU-55.  Essentially  brilliant  with  a  hint  of  pale  gold.  Most  of 
the  original  mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields. 

1202  1838  AU-55.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence.  A  few  minor  rim  marks 
can  be  seen. 


1203  1839-0  AU-55.  Warmly  toned  in  intermingled  shades  of  navy  blue 
and  gold-gray.  A  nice  example  of  this  highly  popular  issue,  incor¬ 
porating  the  mintmark  on  the  obverse  above  the  date  in  the  same 
style  as  the  legendary  1838-0. 

1204  1839-0  EF-45.  Attractive  golden  gray  iridescence.  Much  satiny  lus 
tre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  fields.  A  hairline 
scratch  is  noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck. 
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1205  Assortment  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars,  all  different  issues:  ☆ 

1840  Small  Letters.  EF-45  ☆1841  EF-45  ☆  1842-0  Medium  Date. 
EF-40  ☆  1844  AU-50  ☆  1845  EF-40  ☆  1858-S  EF-45  ☆  1859  EF-45 

☆  1863  EF-45.  All  have  toning;  a  few  are  partially  brilliant.  (Total:  8 
pieces) 

1206  Assortment  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  struck  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint:  ☆  1843  AU-55(  with  reverse  rim  bruises  ☆  1858  (2).  AU- 
55  and  AU-50  ☆  1861  AU-58  ☆  1868  AU-55  ☆  1870  AU-58  ☆  1875 
AU-55.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1207  Offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  with  mintmarks:  ☆  1846- 
O  Medium  Date.  AU-50  ☆  1855-0  Arrows.  AU-50  ☆  1856-0  AU-50 

☆  1860-0  AU-55  ☆  1876-S  AU-50.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1208  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55.  Attractive  golden  gray  iridescence 
on  frosty  surfaces.  Most  design  features  show  bold  definition. 


opportunity  to  own  an  “1861  Confederate  half  dollar"  would  be  available  to 
just  about  anyone. 

To  do  this,  he  and  his  associates  obtained  from  circulation  500  1861-0  half 
dollars  of  the  normal  variety  (with  perched  eagle  reverse).  All  of  these  were 
lightly  worn.  The  pieces  had  the  reverses  “drilled”  off,  removing  the  federal 
design.  The  coins  were  then  placed  on  some  type  of  a  pad  or  surface,  and  en¬ 
closed  in  a  plain  (not  reeded)  collar.  The  reverse  die  was  then  stamped  into 
each,  creating  the  restrike.  The  resultant  coins  all  had  the  obverse  surfaces  flat¬ 
tened  from  the  striking  process,  and  with  the  edge  reeding  flattened  as  well, 
but  with  the  Confederate  design  well  delineated. 

The  1861  Scott  restrikes  were  marketed  over  a  long  period  of  time,  in  an 
interesting  scenario  combined  with  phony  news  releases,  fake  advertisements, 
and  the  like— all  of  which  we  and  others  have  related  in  the  past  (should  the 
successful  bidder  on  this  lot  not  have  a  copy  of  our  past  writings,  a  note  to 
Dave  Bowers  at  our  office  will  bring  the  same  by  return  mail).  All  were  eventu¬ 
ally  sold  prior  to  about  1910.  Today,  the  supply  is  widely  scattered,  and  it  is 
unusual  to  see  even  two  in  the  same  place.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  the 
1861  restrike  Confederate  States  of  America  half  dollar,  an  affordable  alterna¬ 
tive  to  the  originals,  of  which  four  exist  (and  which  are  valued  well  into  six  fig¬ 
ures  each). 


1209  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  quartette:  ☆  1853  Arrows  and  Rays. 
AU-50  (2)  ☆  1855  Arrows.  AU-55  (2).  One  of  the  1853s  is  brilliant; 
all  others  have  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1210  Trio  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars:  ☆  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU- 
50  ☆  1855-0  Arrows.  AU-55  ☆  1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  All  are  lightly 
toned.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1211  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  offering:  ☆  1853  Arrows  and  Rays  (5). 
EF-45  (3)  and  EF-40  (2)  ☆  1874  Arrows.  EF-45.  These  pieces  are 
lightly  and  warmly  toned.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


1212  1859  Proof-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at  the  centers  deepens 

to  orange-gold  at  the  rims.  Sharply  struck. 

The  mintage  figure  of  800  pieces  has  been  reported  for  the  1859  Proof  half 
dollar,  in  actuality  probably  no  more  than  about  400  were  ever  distributed. 
From  this  time,  continuing  through  and  including  the  year  1861,  the  Mint 
struck  on  speculation  many  Proof  coins  for  a  sale  to  collectors.  When  sales  did 
not  materialize  to  the  extent  anticipated,  leftover  pieces  were  melted  or  placed 
into  circulation.  Beginning  in  1862  a  more  realistic  concept  was  employed, 
and  production  quantities  more  closely  matched  the  market’s  demand. 


Desirable  1861  Confederate  Restrike  50tf 


1213  1861  Confederate  Restrike.  AU-50.  The  obverse  is  partially  bril¬ 

liant  with  wisps  of  navy  blue  and  charcoal  gray  peripherally.  Some 
obverse  hairlines  are  indicative  of  an  old  cleaning.  The  reverse  ex¬ 
hibits  intermingled  slate  gray  and  blue  toning. 

In  1879,  J.W.  Scott  obtained  from  Ebenezer  Mason,  Jr.,  the  original  reverse 
die  used  in  1861  to  strike  pattern  Confederate  Stales  of  America  half  dollars. 
Scott  contrived  the  idea  of  producing  “restrikes”  for  collectors,  so  that  the 


1214  1861  Scott  token,  with  Confederate  half  dollar  reverse.  White 
metal.  Plain  edge.  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  gray. 

The  Scott  token  employs  the  Confederate  half  dollar  reverse  in  combination 
with  a  newly  made  obverse  bearing  an  advertisement  for  Scott.  These  were 
produced  to  the  extent  of  500  pieces  in  1879,  before  the  half  dollars  were  re¬ 
struck,  so  as  to  be  able  to  provide  something  to  the  subscribers  should  the  die 
break  upon  the  restriking  of  the  half  dollars.  Although  500  white  metal  tokens 
are  said  to  have  been  made,  most  must  have  been  destroyed,  strayed,  or  other- 
•  wise  disappeared— for  today  they  are  decidedly  rarer  than  the  restrike  half  dol¬ 
lars,  although  they  do  not  bring  as  much  money.  Listed  as  variety  8003  by 
Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia. 

1215  1862  Proof-62.  Essentially  brilliant  at  the  centers  with  just  a  hint  of 
gold.  Wisps  of  rosy  iridescence  ornament  the  borders. 


1216  1864  Proof-63.  Pale  champagne  toning  at  the  centers  with  tinges 
of  blue  and  violet  at  the  borders.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely 
with  the  mirror  fields. 


Sharp  1864  Half  Dollar 


1217  1864  MS-64  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  complements 

both  surfaces.  The  obverse  is  frosty  and  the  reverse  exhibits  con¬ 
siderable  prooflike  character. 

Business  strikes  at  this  level  are  major  rarities,  are  far  more  elusive  than  their 
Proof  counterparts,  and  are  seldom  seen  even  when  fine  collections  come  to 
market.  Interestingly,  1864-dated  half  dollars  and  their  contemporaries  struck 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  were  not  released  into  circulation  at  the  time  but.  in¬ 
stead,  were  held  by  the  Treasury  Department  until  the  mid-1870s.  Meanwhile, 
the  need  for  circulating  small  change  was  met  by  Fractional  Currency  notes 


1218  1865  Proof-60.  Pleasing  golden  iridescence  complements  the 

sharp  frosty  devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields. 
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1219  1866  Motto.  Proof-61.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Most  design  features  are 
defined  to  full  advantage  on  this  example. 

1220  Assortment  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  struck  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint.  Average  Proof-60.  All  have  toning  except  where  noted: 
☆  1866  Motto.  Brilliant  ☆  1872  ☆  1876  ☆  1877  Low  Proof  mint¬ 
age  of  only  510  pieces  ☆  1879  Well  known  as  a  scarce  date.  (Total: 
5  pieces) 

1221  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  quartette:  ☆  1867  Proof-60,  with  re¬ 
verse  digs  ☆  1873  Arrows.  Proof-60,  with  a  scratch  and  an  obverse 
planchet  flaw  ☆  1879  Proof-60,  reverse  brushed  ☆  1888  Proof-55. 
The  last  piece  is  brilliant;  the  others  have  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1222  1868  Proof-62.  Pale  champagne  toning  with  some  splashes  of 
golden  brown  on  both  surfaces. 

1223  1869  Proof-63.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant.  Blushes  of  orange- 
gold  complement  the  borders. 

As  is  true  of  the  quarter  dollars  in  the  present  catalogue,  the  listing  of  half 
dollars  presents  a  highly  unusual  opportunity  to  form  the  best  part  of  a  date 
run  of  Proofs  of  this  series.  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  in  Proof  format  were 
first  widely  sold  to  collectors  in  1858,  when  about  300  were  distributed.  Pro¬ 
duction  continued  uninterrupted  through  1891.  Today,  while  some  issues  are 
scarce,  none  are  prohibitively  rare.  The  formation  of  a  date  run  is  a  worth¬ 
while  challenge. 

1224  1869  Proof-62.  Intermingled  gold  and  gray  toning  ornaments  the 
centers.  Wisps  of  blue  and  violet  can  be  seen  at  the  rims.  Most  de¬ 
sign  features  are  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired. 


1225  1870  Proof-64.  The  obverse  has  delicate  golden  toning  with  blue 
and  violet  peripherally. 

The  mintage  of  1,000  pieces  is  a  bit  higher  than  the  norm  for  this  era,  but  at 
the  Proof-64  level  the  issue  can  be  called  rare.  Doubdess,  fewer  than  200  exist 
today  in  this  or  higher  levels  of  preservation. 

1226  1870  Proof-62.  Sharply  struck.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pleasing  uni¬ 
form  gold  iridescence. 

1227  1870  Proof-62.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  satiny 
while  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective. 


1228  1870-S  MS-62.  Attractive  golden  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  Close  examination  reveals  some  mint-caused  planchet  stria- 
tions  on  the  high  points  of  the  obverse  as  made.  Fairly  scarce  in 
Mint  State.  We  see  a  lot  of  value  for  the  price  paid  for  a  coin  such 
as  this. 


Superb  Gem  1871  Proof  Half  Dollar 


1229  1871  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Delicate  champagne  toning  at  the  centers 
changes  to  vivid  orange  at  the  borders.  Wisps  of  navy  blue  and 
slate  gray  can  be  seen  at  the  extreme  rims.  An  extremely  high 
grade  for  this  issue,  certainly  placing  it  among  the  several  dozen 
finest  remaining  from  an  original  Proof  coinage  of  960  pieces. 


1230  1872  Proof-64.  Sharply  struck  and  warmly  toned  in  intermingled 
gold,  blue,  and  violet. 

The  Proof  mintage  of  950  pieces  was  completely  or  nearly  completely  sold 
into  the  collecting  community  at  the  time,  although  some  dealers  (J.  Colvin 
Randall  being  an  example)  were  prone  to  acquiring  a  few  extra  sets  and  hold¬ 
ing  them  for  clients  and  for  appreciation.  Today  it  is  likely  that  at  the  Proof-64 
or  higher  level  no  more  than  a  couple  hundred  pieces  could  be  tracked  down 
if,  indeed,  it  were  ever  possible  to  survey  the  situation. 

1231  1872  Proof-62.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant.  Navy  blue  and  violet 
iridescence  can  be  seen  at  the  borders. 


1232  1873  Arrows.  Proof-63.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant.  Wisps  of 
golden  brown,  blue,  and  violet  can  be  seen  at  the  borders.  In  non¬ 
stop  demand  for  inclusion  in  type  sets.  Relatively  few  Proofs  were 
minted.  At  the  Proof-63  or  finer  level,  we  imagine  that  perhaps 
300  or  so  exist  today— a  small  number  in  contrast  to  the  great  de¬ 
mand  for  them. 


1233  1873  Arrows.  Proof-62.  Delicate  even  champagne  iridescence  or¬ 
naments  both  surfaces. 

1234  1873  Arrows.  AU-55.  Intermingled  pale  gray  and  golden  brown. 
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1235  1874  Arrows.  Proof-62.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 
champagne  iridescence. 


1236  1874  Arrows.  Proof-62.  Light  golden  toning.  Most  design  features 
are  sharp  including  the  obverse  stars,  all  of  which  show  their  radi- 
als. 

1237  1874  Arrows.  Proof-60.  Pale  golden  toning.  The  devices  are  satiny 
and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective. 


1238  1875  MS-64.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  ornaments  the  frosty  de¬ 
vices  and  satiny  fields. 

1239  1878  Proof-62.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  gold.  The 
majority  of  design  elements  are  boldly  delineated. 

1240  1879  Proof-64.  Sharp  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  blazing 
mirror  fields.  Pale  champagne  toning  in  the  fields  deepens  to  rich 
gold  on  the  high  points  and  at  the  rims. 

Type  I  reverse  with  a  split  berry  above  the  H  in  HALF. 

The  1879  is  the  first  of  the  overall  low-mintage  years.  From  now  through  the 
end  of  the  series,  business  strike  production  was  severely  curtailed,  thus  plac¬ 
ing  a  great  market  pressure  and  demand  upon  the  Proofs. 

1241  1879  Proof-63.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  golden 
brown  and  blue  peripherally. 

1242  1879  Proof-62.  Pale  golden  iridescence.  Glittering  mirrored  fields 
with  satiny  devices. 

1243  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  pair  each  grading  Proof-60:  ☆  1879 
Brilliant  ☆  1881  Delicate  golden  toning.  Both  are  recognized  as 
scarce  dates.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1244  1879  MS-62.  Delicate  golden  gray  surfaces.  The  fields  display  pro¬ 
nounced  prooflike  character. 

1245  1879  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  golden 
brown  at  the  rims. 


1246  1880  Proof-62.  Fully  brilliant.  Sharp  frosty  devices  nicely  comple¬ 
ment  frosty  fields. 

1247  Group  of  late-date  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  from  the  1880s 
grading  average  Proof-60:  ☆  1880  ☆  1881  ☆  1882  ☆  1884  ☆  1885 
☆  1888.  These  pieces  are  either  brilliant  or  attractively  toned.  A 
nice  run  of  low-mintage  issues,  always  popular,  always  in  demand. 
(Total:  6  pieces) 

1248  1881  Proof-61.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  champagne 
iridescence  in  the  fields. 

1249  1883  Proof-62.  Mostly  brilliant  with  wisps  of  gold  at  the  borders. 
Both  surfaces  show  bold  cameo  contrast. 

A  piece  such  as  this  probably  represents  the  average,  about  par  for  a  surviv¬ 
ing  Proof  of  this  scarce  date.  The  cataloguer  recalls  in  the  1950s  putting  to¬ 
gether  a  set  of  Proof  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  (ambitiously  starting  with 
1839!),  and  eventually  completing  the  task  from  1854  through  1891.  At  the 
time,  very  few  gem  pieces  could  be  found,  unless  an  old-time  cabinet  came  on 
the  market.  The  typical  piece  in  a  dealer’s  stock  was  what  today  would  be 
called  Proof-62,  give  or  take  a  point  (numbers  were  not  used  to  grade  Proofs 
back  then).  The  point  of  noting  this  here  is  that  today  there  has  been  a  fascina¬ 
tion  with  numbers,  and  many  well-intentioned  collectors  have  come  to  believe 
from  reading  investment  sheets  that  unless  a  coin  is  Proof-65,  they  shouldn’t 
have  it  in  their  collection.  This  is  pure  and  utter  nonsense.  While,  of  course,  a 
Proof-65  piece  is  better  to  have  than  a  Proof-62  coin,  still  a  Proof-62  coin  can 
stand  on  its  own.  One  has  but  to  look  at  other  areas  of  numismatics— such  as 
large  cents— to  realize  that  well-worn  coins  can  be  desirable.  The  typical  collec¬ 
tor  of  large  cents  of  the  1790s  would,  of  course,  love  to  have  all  of  the  pieces  in 
Mint  State,  but  practicality  intervenes,  and  most  are  content  with  grades  from 
Good  through  Fine,  or  perhaps  VF  or  EF  for  certain  issues.  Such  collections 
are  not  considered  to  be  second  class  or  in  any  way  undesirable,  but  are  very 
much  enjoyed. 

We  suggest  that  a  different  mindset  on  the  part  of  buyers  would  enable  nu¬ 
mismatists  to  enjoy  assembling  date  sets  of  Liberty  Seated  Proofs  in  such 
grades  as  Proof-62,  or  Proof-63,  and  form  holdings  which  will  be  a  joy  to  own 
and  contemplate. 

1250  1883  Proof-62.  Delicate  golden  iridescence.  The  devices  are  sharp 
and  satiny  while  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective. 

1251  1884  Proof-62.  The  obverse  is  brilliant.  The  reverse  exhibits  just  a 
hint  of  champagne  iridescence. 

1252  1885  Proof-62.  Vivid  orange-gold  iridescence.  The  reverse,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  shows  bold  cameo  contrast. 

1253  1886  Proof-62.  The  frosty  design  elements  contrast  nicely  with 
blazing  mirrored  fields. 

1254  1886  Proof-62.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  hint  of  pale 
gold. 

1255  1886  Proof-61.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  on  both  surfaces. 
All  of  the  obverse  stars  show  their  radials. 

1256  1887  Proof-63.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant.  Pale  gold  orna¬ 
ments  the  borders.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  nice  cameo  contrast. 

1257  1887  Proof-62.  Pale  golden  iridescence.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 
the  fields  are  nicely  reflective. 

1258  1887  Proof-62.  Vivid  rainbow  toning  enhances  both  surfaces.  Most 
design  features  are  sharp. 

1259  1889  Proof-63.  Appealing  golden  iridescence  enhances  both  sur¬ 
faces.  Most  design  features  show  bold  definition. 

1260  1889  Proof-62.  Golden  gray  toning  at  the  centers  changes  to  blue 
and  violet  at  the  rims. 

1261  1889  Proof-60.  Pale  orange-gold  iridescence.  The  devices  are  sat¬ 
iny  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective. 
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1262  1890  Proof-63.  .Almost  fully  brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  brown 
toning  by  the  denomination. 

1263  1890  Proof-62.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  complements  the 
frosty  devices  and  reflective  fields. 

1264  1891  Proof-62.  Warm  golden  gray  toning  with  some  splashes  of 
vivid  orange. 

The  last  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar.  Again  we  suggest  that  pro¬ 
spective  bidders  take  advantage  of  this  wonderful  opportunity  to  begin  or  add 
to  a  date  run  of  Proofs.  Very  few  auctions  in  numismatic  history  have  had  such 
an  impressive  offering. 

1265  1891  MS-60.  Pearl  gray  surfaces.  The  obverse  stars  all  show  their 
radials. 


1266  1892  Proof-64.  Intermingled  golden  brown,  blue,  and  violet  ton¬ 
ing  complements  the  frosty  devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields. 
First  year  of  the  Barber  half  dollar. 

In  1891,  the  Treasury  Department  endeavored  to  have  a  competition  for  de¬ 
signs  to  replace  the  Liberty  Seated  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollars.  Various 
entries  were  received  and  were  judged  by  a  small  committee  (upon  which  sat 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens).  None  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  and  thus  Chief 
Engraver  Charles  E.  Barber  was  assigned  to  the  job,  and  was  given  a  French 
portrait  coin  as  an  inspiration,  as  French  coinage  was  highly  admired.  A  few 
patterns  dated  1891  were  produced,  but  were  not  distributed  (the  only  pieces 
accounted  for  today  are  in  the  National  Coin  Collection  at  the  Smithsonian 
Institution).  The  result  of  the  pattern  coinage  was  a  design,  somewhat  modi¬ 
fied  from  pattern  form,  creating  the  Barber  or  Liberty  Head  series  that  we 
know  today— minted  for  circulation  from  1892  onward. 

1267  1892  Proof-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck.  The  frosty 
devices  show  pleasing  cameo  contrast  with  the  mirrored  fields. 

1268  1892  Proof-62.  Fully  brilliant.  The  frosty  design  elements  nicely 
complement  the  mirror  fields. 

1269  1892  Proof-61.  Pearl  gray  iridescence  at  the  centers  changes  to 
delicate  golden  brown  at  the  rims. 

1270  Offering  of  Barber  half  dollars  grading  average  Proof-60,  all  with 
toning:  ☆  1892  ☆  1897  ☆  1899  ☆  1902  ☆  1904.  All  Proof  Barber 
half  dollars  are  scarce  or  rare.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


Starter  Barber  Half  Dollar  Collection 

1271  Starter  collection  of  Proof  Barber  half  dollars  with  different  dates 
grading  average  Proof-60  to  Proof-60/63:  ☆  1892  ☆  1897  ☆  1899 
☆  1902  ☆  1903  ☆  1904  ☆  1905  ☆  1906  ☆  1908  ☆  1909  ☆  1910  ☆ 
1912.  Most  have  toning;  a  few  are  brilliant.  An  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
quire  with  one  successful  bid  a  collection  representing  half  of  the 
24  different  Proof  dates  made  of  this  design.  (Total:  12  pieces) 


Another  Proof  Barber  Collection 

1272  Partial  collection  of  Proof  Barber  half  dollars,  all  Proof-60.  Rep¬ 
resented  are  15  of  the  24  different  dates  minted:  ☆  1892  ☆  1893  ☆ 
1897  ☆  1899  ☆  1902  ☆  1903  ☆  1904  ☆  1905  ☆  1906  ☆  1907  ☆ 
1908  ☆  1909  ☆  1910  ☆  191 1  ☆  1912.  A  few  are  brilliant;  most  have 
toning.  (Total:  15  pieces) 


1273  1892-S  MS-63.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  gold, 
gray,  and  blue  iridescence. 

The  1892-S  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  key  date,  and  even  well-worn 
specimens  are  among  the  most  elusive  in  the  1892-1915  Barber  series. 

1274  1893  Proof-62.  Fully  brilliant.  The  design  elements  are  satiny  and 
the  fields  and  nicely  reflective. 

1275  Assortment  of  mostly  different  Barber  half  dollars  grading  aver¬ 
age  EF-45  or  better:  ☆  1893  ☆  1903  ☆  1904  (2)  ☆  1906  ☆  1906-S 
☆  1907-D  ☆  1910  ☆  1912  ☆  1912-D.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  10 
pieces) 

1276  Lustrous  Barber  half  dollar  assortment,  mostly  with  mintmarks. 

The  majority  have  toning:  ☆  1893-0  AU-58  ☆  1899  AU-55  ☆  1908- 
O  AU-55  ☆  1912-D  AU-58  ☆  1915-D  AU-55  ☆  1915-S  AU-55.  (To¬ 
tal:  6  pieces) 

1277  1894  Proof-63.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  satiny  devices  and  blazing 
mirror  fields.  The  present  catalogue  offers  many  opportunities  to 
acquire  scarce  and  rare  Proof  Barber  half  dollars  at  prices  that  will 
certainly  prove  advantageous  as  the  years  progress.  Today,  the 
prices  of  these  pieces  are  quite  low,  in  our  opinion— especially  in 
relation  to  their  rarity.  For  the  most  part,  coins  in  the  present  cata¬ 
logue  have  been  off  the  market  for  a  long  time. 

1278  1894  Proof-62.  The  obverse  has  delicate  golden  gray  iridescence. 
The  reverse  is  brilliant. 

1279  1894  Proof-62.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are 
satiny  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective. 

1280  1894  Proof-60.  Pearl  gray  surfaces. 

1281  1894  Proof-60.  Warmly  toned  in  intermingled  orange-gold,  lilac, 
and  blue. 


1282  1894-S  MS-63.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  have  a  texture 
intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike.  Delicately  toned  with 
pink,  gold,  and  lilac  predominating. 
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1283  1895  Proof-61.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  mirror  fields.  The  obverse 
design  elements  are  satiny  and  the  reverse  shows  considerable 
cameo  contrast. 

1284  1895  Proof-61.  Warm  golden  gray  iridescence  with  most  design 
features  showing  bold  definition. 

1285  1895  Proof-60.  Attractive  golden  toning  complements  both  sur¬ 
faces.  The  reverse  in  particular  shows  outstanding  cameo  contrast. 
Some  scuffs  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  and  neck  account  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade. 

1286  1896  Proof-62.  Fully  brilliant.  The  design  elements  are  sharp  and 
satiny. 

1287  1896  Proof-62.  Delightful  golden  iridescence  ornaments  both  sur¬ 
faces.  Two  tiny  reverse  rim  bruises  are  noted  at  11:00. 

1288  1896  Proof-60.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  gold  and  pew¬ 
ter  gray. 

!  1289  1896  Proof-60.  Brilliant.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields  are 
glittering  mirrors. 

1290  1896  Proof-60.  Pleasing  pale  gold  surfaces. 

1291  Grouping  of  Barber  half  dollars  grading  average  Proof-60,  most 
have  toning  except  where  noted:  ☆  1897  ☆  1909  (2).  Proof-60/63, 
Proof-60.  One  is  brilliant  ☆  1912  (2).  Proof-60/63,  Proof-60.  One 
is  mostly  brilliant.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1292  Offering  of  Barber  half  dollars:  ☆  1897  Proof-58  ☆  1899  Proof-60 
(2)  ☆  1902  Proof-60  ☆  1904  Proof-62  ☆  1908  Proof-60  ☆  1909 
Proof-60.  Some  have  been  hairlined  or  brushed;  others  have  artifi¬ 
cial  toning  or  dull  surfaces.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

I  1293  1898  Proof-62  (PCGS).  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the 
mirror  fields.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  vivid  or¬ 
ange-gold  at  the  borders. 

1294  1898  Proof-62.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  champagne 
iridescence.  The  devices  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  sat¬ 
iny  and  prooflike. 

1295  1898  Proof-61.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  pale 
gold  at  the  borders. 

1296  1899  Proof-62.  Pearl  gray  iridescence.  Most  design  features  are 
boldly  defined. 

1297  1899  Proof-62.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  gray. 
Close  examination  reveals  some  faint  hairline  marks  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  cheek. 

1298  1899  Proof-62.  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant.  The  fields  are  reflec¬ 
tive  and  the  devices  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny 
and  frosty. 

1299  1899  Proof-61.  Golden  brown  and  violet  toning  at  the  centers 
changes  to  electric  blue  at  the  borders. 

1300  Barber  half  dollar  assortment,  most  with  toning:  ☆  1899  Proof-58 
☆  1901  Proof-58  ☆  1905  Proof-58/62  ☆  1906  Proof-50/62  ☆  1907 
Proof-55  ☆  1909  (2).  Proof-58/62  and  Proof-58.  A  few  have  minor 
scratches,  rim  bruises,  or  handling  marks.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1301  Offering  of  Barber  half  dollars  grading  average  AU-50:  ☆  1 899  ☆ 

1900-S  ☆  1901  ☆  1907  ☆  1907-D  ☆  1915-D  ☆  1915-S.  Some  have 
been  cleaned.  (Total:  7  pieces) 


1302  Barber  half  dollar  selection:  ☆  1899-S  (2).  EF-45  and  EF-40  ☆ 
1900  El-40  ☆  1900-S  (2).  AU-50,  cleaned  and  EF-45  ☆  1906  Net 
AU-50;  Sharpness  of  MS-60,  hairlined  ☆  1908-1)  AU-50,  obverse 
hairlines.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1303  1900  Proof-63.  Fully  brilliant.  Only  912  pieces  were  minted,  and 
probably  no  more  than  500  to  600  can  be  traced  today.  The  mar¬ 
ket  for  Proof  Barber  half  dollars  is  very  attractive,  with  many 
prices  being  much  lower  than  they  were  during  the  market  blip  of 
1989  (when  large  amounts  of  “Wall  Street  money”  were  in  the  off¬ 
ing)-  Today  is  a  great  time  to  consider  putting  together  a  date  set 
of  Proof  Barber  half  dollars,  and  the  present  catalogue  is  the  ideal 
venue. 

1304  1900  Proof-63.  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers  with  gold  and  gray  at 
the  borders.  Both  surfaces  show  pronounced  cameo  contrast. 

1305  1900  Proof-62.  Attractive  golden  iridescence.  The  frosty  devices 
contrast  nicely  with  the  mirror  fields. 

1306  1900  Proof-61.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  gold.  Hairlined  on 
the  obverse  and  reverse. 

1307  1900  Proof-61.  Brilliant  surfaces. 

1308.  1900  Proof-61.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence.  Some  hairline 
marks  can  be  seen  at  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  and  temple. 

1309  1901  Proof-61.  Satiny  devices  and  nicely  reflective  fields.  Both  sur¬ 
faces  are  brilliant. 

1310  1902  Proof-62.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at  the  centers  changes 
to  golden  brown  and  blue  peripherally. 


1311  1903  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  wisps  of  orange- 
gold  at  the  borders.  The  sharp  satiny  design  elements  nicely 
complement  the  blazing  mirror  fields. 

Proof  mintage  of  only  755  pieces,  certainly  a  low  number  by  any  reckoning, 
especially  in  view  of  the  widespread  demand  for  such  coins  today.  Quite  prob¬ 
ably  at  the  MS-64  or  finer  grade  level,  no  more  than  150  to  200  could  be  ac¬ 
counted  for.  Finding  “nice  quality”  Proof  Barber  half  dollars  is  no  easy  task. 

1312  1903  Proof-62.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  satiny  and 
the  fields  are  glittering  mirrors. 

1313  1903  Proof-61.  The  satiny  devices  complement  the  reflective 
fields.  Both  surfaces  are  brilliant. 

1314  1903  Proof-61.  Mostly  brilliant  with  hints  of  gold  on  the  high 
points  and  at  the  rims. 

1315  1904  Proof-61.  Wisps  of  pale  navy  blue  can  be  seen  at  the  borders. 

1316  1905  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning.  Some  faint  hairlines 
on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  are  probably  all  that  keep  this  lovely  piece 
out  of  the  Proof-65  category. 

The  1905  date  is  highly  prized  as  related  business  strikes  are  quite  scarce, 
thus  putting  additional  market  pressure  on  the  Proofs. 

1317  1905  Proof-62.  Appealing  golden  brown  surfaces.  Most  design  fea¬ 
tures  show  bold  definition. 
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1318  1905  Proof-62.  Warmly  toned  in  intermingled  orange-gold,  violet, 
and  blue. 

1319  1905  Proof-62.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields 
are  glittering  mirrors. 

1320  1905  Proof-62.  Brilliant  with  satiny  devices  and  deep  mirror  fields. 

1321  1905  Proof-62.  The  satiny  devices  nicely  complement  the  reflective 
fields.  Fully  brilliant. 

1322  1905  Proof-62.  Pleasing  golden  iridescence. 

The  present  section  of  the  catalogue  affords  a  really  great  opportunity  to 
take  advantage  of  our  “One  Lot  Only”  option  discussed  under  our  Terms  of 
Sale.  In  that  way  you  can  bid  on  more  1905  Proof-62  half  dollars  than  have 
ever  appeared  in  any  other  auction  catalogue^)  but  be  assured  of  winning  no 
more  than  one. 

1323  1906  Proof-63.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  satiny  and  the  fields  are 
nicely  reflective.  Fully  brilliant.  The  mintage  is  only  675  pieces,  re¬ 
flective  of  reduced  quantities  produced  during  this  era.  A  numis¬ 
matic  prize  in  any  season,  in  any  market. 

1324  1906  Proof-62.  Brilliant  with  satiny  devices  and  glittering  fields. 
The  obverse  is  hairlined.  A  tiny  area  of  granularity  is  noted  on 
Miss  Liberty’s  cheek. 

1325  1906  Proof-61.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  obverse  has  a  prominent 
wire  rim. 

1326  1907  Proof-61.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  complements  both 
surfaces.  Some  faint  hairlines  are  indicative  of  a  light  cleaning  long 
ago. 


1327  1907  MS-64.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  golden  gray  iri¬ 
descence.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny. 

It  is  often  the  instance  among  high-grade  Philadelphia  Mint  business  strikes 
that  such  pieces  are  rarer  than  equivalent  Proofs.  In  1907  and  in  other  years  of 
the  era,  numismatists  collecting  by  date  were  apt  to  acquire  Proofs  and  over¬ 
look  the  circulation  strikes. 

1328  1908  Proof-63.  Intermingled  gold  and  violet-gray  toning.  Low 
Proof  mintage  of  only  545  coins.  Opportunity  is  knocking  at  your 
door. 

1329  1908  Proof-62.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  obverse  motif  is  satiny,  how¬ 
ever,  the  reverse  shows  considerable  cameo  contrast. 

1330  1908  Proof-61.  The  obverse  has  pearl  gray  iridescence.  The  reverse 
exhibits  pale  golden  toning. 

1331  1908-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre.  Delicately  toned  in  inter¬ 
mingled  orange-gold  and  pearl  gray,  with  wisps  of  lilac. 

1332  1909  Proof-62.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  with  wisps  of  golden 
brown  and  gray  at  the  borders. 

1333  1909  Proof-61.  Pearl  gray  surfaces. 

1334  1909  Proof-61.  Essentially  brilliant  with  a  hint  of  gold  and  blue  on 
the  reverse. 


1335  1910  Proof-62.  Pearl  gray  iridescence.  Highly  desired  for  two  rea¬ 
sons:  the  low  Proof  mintage  of  only  551  pieces  combined  with  a 
low  business  strike  production  of  418,000  examples— one  of  only  a 
few  Barber  half  dollar  mintages  that  dip  below  the  half  million 
mark. 

1336  1912  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  considerable  cameo 
contrast  noted  on  the  reverse. 

A  small  Proof  mintage  of  just  700  pieces,  of  which  probably  a  couple  hun¬ 
dred  have  become  lost,  strayed,  or  stolen  over  the  years.  The  Proof-63  level 
seems  to  represent  an  above-average  example  of  the  pieces  that  survived. 
Quite  probably,  most  extant  Proofs  would  grade  Proof-60  through  Proof-62. 

1337  1912  Proof-62.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  enhances  both  sur¬ 
faces. 


1338  1912-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Golden  gray  toning  on  frosty  surfaces. 

1339  1913  Proof-62.  The  obverse  exhibits  mottled  blue  and  violet  ton¬ 
ing.  The  reverse  is  vivid  orange-gold  with  wisps  of  pale  blue  at  the 
extreme  periphery.  In  great  demand  due  to  the  low  related  busi¬ 
ness  strike  mintage.  The  1913  has  always  been  viewed  as  a  key  date 
in  any  grade.  The  multiple  Proofs  offered  in  the  present  catalogue 
represent  an  outstanding  opportunity. 

1340  1913  Proof-62.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  gold  on  both  sur¬ 
faces. 

1341  1913  Proof-61.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  with  wisps  of  violet, 
blue,  and  golden  brown  at  the  borders. 

1342  1913  Proof-60/63.  Fully  brilliant.  Close  examination  reveals  some 
hairline  marks  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek. 

1343  1914  Proof-62.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  satiny  devices  and  nicely  re¬ 
flective  fields.  A  light  scuff  mark  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
cheek.  Enticingly  low  mintage  of  just  380  Proofs,  the  smallest  of 
the  series.  In  addition,  the  business  strike  mintage  is  the  smallest 
in  the  series  as  well.  These  factors  combine  to  produce  a  coin  that 
has  always  been  in  demand.  Certainly,  a  long  time  may  elapse  be¬ 
fore  multiple  Proofs  are  offered  again  in  a  single  auction  sale. 

1344  1914  Proof-62.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence. 

1345  1914  Proof-62.  Pale  pearl  gray  iridescence.  The  devices  are  satiny 
on  this  example. 

1346  1914  Proof-62.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields 
are  nicely  reflective. 

Again,  we  suggest  taking  advantage  of  our  “One  Lot  Only”  option  described 
under  our  Terms  of  Sale.  Certainly,  if  you  would  like  to  own  a  highly  prized 
1914  Proof  half  dollar  at  the  level  offered  here,  this  is  an  ideal  way  to  partici¬ 
pate. 

1347  1914  Proof-60.  Pale  gray  toning  enhances  both  the  obverse  and 
reverse. 
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Key  1915  Proof  Half  Dollar 


1348  1915  Proof-64.  Intermingled  orange-gold,  lilac,  and  blue  irides¬ 
cence  enhances  both  surfaces.  Second  lowest  Proof  production  of 
the  series,  just  450  pieces.  Always  considered  a  key  date. 

It  is  not  widely  known  that  Proof  half  dollars  of  the  1914-1915  era  are  even 
rarer  in  high  Proof  grade  levels  than  the  already  low  mintages  would  suggest. 
This  is  because  of  a  hoarding  situation  that  occurred  in  the  late  1940s  and 
early  1950s.  An  eastern  gentleman  decided  it  would  a  good  idea  to  squirrel 
away  all  of  the  half  dollars  of  these  two  dates  that  he  could  find.  This  effort  at 
cornering  the  market  was  successful,  and  a  review  of  prices  of  1914  and  1915 
half  dollars  in  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  of  the  early  1950s  will  reveal 
that  these  dates  were  valued  at  multiples  of  the  price  of  any  others.  There  was 
one  problem:  this  hoarder  believed  that  “brilliant  is  best,”  and  cleaned  his 
Proofs  with  an  abrasive  substance,  reducing  many  gems  to  what  today  would 
be  called  Proof-60  through  Proof-62,  with  hairlines. 

The  careless  cleaning  of  coins  has  taken  its  toll  over  the  years.  At  the  turn  of 
the  20th  century,  Farran  Zerbe  reported  that  certain  coins  in  the  Mint  Collec¬ 
tion  had  been  cleaned  at  least  three  times  by  this  date.  In  the  late  1940s  the 
then  curator  of  thp  collection,  Stuart  Mosher,  “brightened”  all  of  the  toned  sil¬ 
ver  pieces  by  using  potassium  cynanide  (a  lethal  substance— experimentation  is 
not  advised).  From  time  to  time  in  pages  of  The  Numismatist  well-meaning  ad¬ 
vice  was  given  to  clean  coins  with  lemon  juice,  various  acidic  mixtures,  paste, 
and  other  substances.  It  must  have  been  difficult  for  many  numismatists  sim¬ 
ply  to  have  remained  on  the  sidelines  with  lighdy  toned  coins  and  resisted  the 
urge  to  make  them  brilliant.  Those  who  did  ended  up  with  gem  pieces. 

Today,  within  various  Proof  grade  levels  such  as  Proof-60,  Proof-61,  Proof- 
62,  etc.,  such  lower  levels  being  coins  with  hairlines,  there  are  still  many  beau¬ 
tiful  pieces  to  be  obtained— but  they  must  be  selected  on  a  coin-by-coin  basis. 

1349  1915  Proof-61.  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with  gold  and  blue  peripher¬ 
ally.  A  reverse  rim  mark  is  noted  at  10:00  and  is  mentioned  for 
accuracy’s  sake. 

t  1350  1915  Proof-60.  Pearl  gray  iridescence. 

1351  1915  Proof-60.  Pearl  gray  surfaces  with  wisps  of  pale  gold  periph¬ 
erally.  A  fine  scratch  is  noted  in  the  right  obverse  field. 

1352  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  group:  ☆  1916-D  AU-50  ☆  1917  MS- 

64  ☆  1919  VF-30  ☆  1919-S  VF-20  ☆  1920  AU-58.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

Just  about  everyone  agrees  that  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar,  minted 
from  1916  through  1947  inclusive,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  motifs  ever  to 
appear  on  American  coinage.  Indeed,  in  1986,  when  the  Treasury  Department 
began  making  its  silver  bullion  “eagles”  it  apparently  could  not  find  any  better 
motif  than  to  bring  back  Adolph  A.  Weinman’s  1916  design— which  was  then 
made  available  in  quantity  to  a  new  generation  of  buyers. 

Today  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  series  neatly  divides  itself  into  two  sec¬ 
tions  from  a  numismatic  collecting  viewpoint.  The  early  years,  1916-1929,  are 
for  the  most  part,  scarce  in  higher  grades,  with  some  being  quite  rare.  Then 
followed  a  hiatus,  with  no  pieces  produced  for  circulation  until  1933.  The  sec¬ 
ond  part  of  the  series,  1933  to  1947,  is  eminently  collectible,  even  in  Mint 
State,  and  just  about  anyone  with  an  inclination  to  do  so  can  put  together  a 
nice  set.  Of  course,  as  in  any  series,  some  picking  and  choosing  is  needed  to 
acquire  quality.  And,  specialists  know  well  that  certain  Denver  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  issues  of  the  early  1940s  are  typically  lightly  struck  on  the  higher 
surfaces. 

1353  1917-S  Obverse  mintmark.  EF-40.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a 
hint  of  pearl  gray  iridescence. 


Lustrous  1918-S  Half  Dollar 


1354  1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre.  Mostly  brilliant  in  the  central 
areas  changing  to  pale  gold  at  the  rims.  Quite  rare  in  high  Mint 
State  levels  such  as  this.  A  find  for  the  Liberty  Walking  specialist. 


Splendid  1920-S  50C 


1355  1920-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Appealing  satiny  surfaces.  Partially  brilliant 
with  blushes  of  pale  gold.  A  key  issue  by  any  account,  this  variety  is 
seldom  seen  at  the  gem  level.  Another  outstanding  opportunity 
for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. 


Desirable  192 1-D  500 


1356  192 1-D  EF-40.  Warm  blue-gray  and  golden  brown  toning  with 
some  wisps  of  charcoal  gray  seen  around  the  design  elements. 

With  a  production  quantity  of  just  208,000  pieces,  the  1921-D  registers  the 
all-time  low  production  figure  for  a  coin  of  this  series.  Accordingly,  it  has  al¬ 
ways  been  in  demand,  year  in  and  year  out. 

1357  San  Francisco  Mint  pair  grading  AU-50  each:  ☆  1927-S  Brilliant  ☆ 
1929-S  Pale  golden  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


Frosty  1928-S  500 


1358  1928-S  MS-64  (NGC).  E  rosty  lustre.  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with 
light  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Somewhat  softly  struck  on  the  high 
points  of  the  designs,  this  being  par  for  the  course  for  this  issue. 
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1359  1933-S  AU-58.  Pearl  gray  iridescence  complements  the  satiny  sur¬ 
faces. 

1360  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  quintette.  Average  MS-65.  Each  is 
brilliant  and  frosty:  ☆  1934  ☆  1935  ☆  1938  ☆  1942-S  ☆  1943-S. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

Picking  up  on  our  earlier  commentary  (under  Lot  1352)  we  suggest  that  an 
ideal  way  to  collect  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  in  Mint  State  is  to  begin  with  a 
set  in  the  1930s  and  1940s  and  then  work  backwards.  The  present  lot  offers 
five  beauties  that  will  make  a  nice  beginning. 

1361  Gem-quality  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  trio:  ☆  1934  MS-65  ☆ 
1938  MS-64  ☆  1940  Proof-64.  Each  is  mostly  brilliant  with  sugges¬ 
tions  of  delicate  iridescence.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1362  1934-D  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers  changing  to  pale  gold 
at  the  borders.  Quite  scarce  at  this  gem  level.  A  significant  item  for 
the  discriminating  buyer. 

1363  Pair  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  grading  Proof-63  each:  ☆ 

1936  Mosdy  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of  gold  on  the  reverse  ☆ 

1937  Pleasing  pastel  gold  and  gray  iridescence.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

These  two  issues  represent  the  lowest  mintage  Proof  issues  of  the  Liberty 

Walking  series.  Just  3,901  were  struck  of  the  1936,  and  just  5,728  were  made 
of  the  1937.  This  pair  suggests  the  opportunity  to  build  a  complete  set  of  the 
Liberty  Walking  dates  struck  in  Proof  format,  such  a  set  consisting  of  one  each 
of  1936  through  1942,  plus,  optionally,  an  additional  variety  of  1941  without 
the  engraver’s  monogram. 

1364  1936  MS-67  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  on  satiny  sur¬ 
faces. 

PCGS  Population:  39;  0  (none  finer). 

1365  1936  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  in  the  central  areas  changing  to  gold 
at  the  rims.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  defined. 

1366  Philadelphia  Mint  half  dollar  group.  Each  piece  grades  MS-65  and 
is  lightly  toned:  ☆  1936  ☆  1937  ☆  1939  ☆  1940  ☆  1942.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 

1367  1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Appealing  golden  iridescence  on  lustrous 
surfaces. 

1368  1936-S  MS-65.  Pale  golden  toning  complements  the  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  Splashes  of  jade  iridescence  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse. 

1369  1937-S  MS-65.  Frosty  and  essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 
pearl  gray. 

1370  1938  Proof-65.  A  lovely  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  satiny, 
and  the  fields  are  glittering  mirrors.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  delicate 
golden  iridescence. 

1371  1938  Proof-64.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  pale  gold. 
The  sharp  satiny  devices  beautifully  complement  the  mirror  fields. 

Mintage  of  just  8,152  pieces.  At  this  time,  Proof  coins  could  be  ordered  in 
sets  or,  optionally,  by  individual  pieces.  As  a  handy  rule  of  thumb,  quarter  dol¬ 
lar  Proofs  of  this  era  were  minted  in  the  smallest  quantities,  followed  by  half 
dollars  (such  as  offered  in  this  lot),  dimes,  nickels,  and  cents. 

1372  Pair  of  gem-quality  Liberty  Walking  issues  certified  by  NGC:  ☆ 

1938  MS-65  ☆  1939  MS-66.  Each  has  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


1373  Group  of  mostly  brilliant  1939  half  dollars  grading  average  MS- 

65.  A  nice  little  mini-hoard,  the  likes  of  which  are  not  often  seen 
on  today’s  market  as  most  caches  have  been  dispersed.  (Total:  10 
pieces) 

1374  Assortment  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  with  mintmarks. 
Each  grades  MS-65:  ☆  1939-D  (2)  ☆  1939-S  ☆  1941-D  ☆  1944-D  (2) 

☆  1945-D  ☆  1945-S  ☆  1946-S.  (Total:  9  pieces) 

1375  Brilliant  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  pair,  both  grading  Proof-65: 

☆  1940  ☆  1942.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1376  1940-S  MS-65.  Frosty  lustre.  Warm  uniform  gold-gray  toning  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces. 

1377  1941  Proof-65.  A  blazing  gem  having  satiny  devices  and  glittering 
mirror  fields.  Mostly  brilliant  with  pale  gold  on  the  high  points 
and  at  the  rims. 

Variety,  as  usually  seen,  lacking  the  AW  monogram  on  the  reverse;  this  was 
polished  off  of  the  die.  Half  dollars  of  this  style  were  believed  to  have  been 
struck  for  most  of  the  year;  those  with  the  monogram  are  significandy  scarcer. 
However,  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  this  difference  in  numismatic 
circles,  so  the  prices  are  about  the  same  for  both  varieties. 


1378  1941-S  MS-65.  Fully  lustrous.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant,  chang¬ 
ing  to  pale  gold  peripherally. 


1379  1941-S  MS-65.  Frosty  and  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 
champagne  iridescence  on  the  high  points  and  at  the  rims. 

1380  1942  Proof-65.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  complements  the 
sharp  satiny  devices  and  mirror  fields. 

1381  Offering  of  1943  half  dollars  grading  average  MS-65.  Most  are 
essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  golden  iridescence.  (To¬ 
tal:  10  pieces) 

1382  1944-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces.  Pale  champagne  toning  at 
the  centers  deepens  to  warm  gold  at  the  borders. 

1383  1944-S  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  champagne  iri¬ 
descence. 
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Attractive  1795  BB-14  $1 

With  Silver  Plug 


1384  1795  Flowing  Hair.  Two  Leaves.  Bowers  Borckardt-14,  Bolender- 

4.  Rarity-5.  VF-30.  Silver  plug  in  planchet.  Attractive  golden  gray 
toning.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent  centering.  A 
tiny  planchet  clip  is  noted  at  9:00  relative  to  the  obverse. 

At  the  center  of  this  piece  can  be  found  traces  of  a  silver  plug 
inserted  in  the  original  planchet  before  striking.  This  curious  fea¬ 
ture  is  believed  to  be  the  result  of  the  Mint  inserting  a  slightly  over¬ 
sized  silver  pltlg  into  a  hole  drilled  into  the  center  of  a  lightweight 
planchet,  in  order  to  bring  the  planchet  up  to  proper  weight.  This 
was  deemed  easier  than  melting  the  underweight  planchet,  rolling 
the  strip,  and  cutting  a  new  planchet  from  it.  This  process,  studied 
carefully  by  the  cataloguer,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  Roger  W. 
Burdette,  and  Tom  DeLorey,  among  others,  is  delineated  at  some 
length  in  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia,  Volume  I,  pages  185-186  (a  photocopy  of  which 
will  be  provided  to  the  successful  bidder  if  he  or  she  does  not  al¬ 
ready  possess  a  copy).  In  recent  times  the  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins  has  noted  this  issue,  has  accorded  it  a  separate  listing, 
and  has  given  it  a  higher  value. 

For  the  specialist  and  connoisseur  interested  in  early  American 
dollars,  the  present  piece  represents  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a 
coin  which  at  once  is  attractive  to  behold  and  quite  historical  in  its 
background. 

SPECIAL  NOTE:  Sometimes  one  overlooks  or  does  not  recall  items  found 
in  the  course  of  reading,  research  and  investigation.  Such  is  the  case  with  your 
editor  (QDB)  and  an  article  by  Joseph  R.  Lasser,  who  in  The  Numismatist,  Feb¬ 
ruary  1989,  under  title  of  “The  Remarkable  Feversham  Hoard”  gave  details  of 
a  find  from  a  sunken  ship,  quite  relevant  to  the  plugged  1795  silver  dollar 
hereoffered.  Lasser’s  narrative  included  this: 

“Also  unexplainable  are  the  22  plugged  Latin  American  4  and  8  reales. 
These  half-dollar  and  dollar-sized  coins  from  the  Potosi,  Mexico  City,  and 
Lima  mints  carry  sizable  inserts  of  silver  to  bring  them  up  to  their  proper 
weight.  Although  the  host  coins  of  the  Feversham  sample  cover  a  span  of 
more  than  eight  decades— from  1621,  the  final  year  of  reign  of  Spain’s  Philip 
III,  to  1702,  the  second  year  of  Philip  V— plugging  of  silver  money  is  not  men¬ 
tioned  in  contemporary  or  present-day  financial  records.  No  sunken  treasure 
fleet  recovered  from  Caribbean  waters,  nor  any  Spanish,  Dutch,  or  other  trade 
ships  salvaged  anywhere  in  the  world,  has  been  known  to  carry  plugged  silver. 
Why  haven’t  such  coins  been  seen  before?  Was  plugging  practiced  only  by 
North  American  silversmiths,  or  was  its  origin  in  the  West  Indies  or  Latin 
America?  Why  don’t  18th-century  books  of  account  tell  of  the  custom?  What¬ 
ever  the  reason  for  recorded  history’s  omission,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of 
the  importance  of  this  discovery.” 

It  is  quite  possible  that  a  revised  edition  will  be  issued  in  the  future  of  our 
two-volume  set,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia.  If  so,  a  proper  mention  will  be  made  of  Joe  Lasser’s  very  signifi¬ 
cant  commentary. 

Lasser,  a  familiar  figure  on  the  coin  collecting  scene,  particularly  in  the  New 
York  City  area,  was  born  there  in  1923,  and  in  1937  was  one  of  the  younger 
attendees  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Washington,  D.C.  From  that  time  on¬ 
ward  he  has  followed  numismatics  carefully,  engaging  in  many  disciplines,  and 
along  the  way  earning  awards  and  recognitions.  Last  autumn  we  were  in  the 
audience  at  the  explorer’s  club  in  New  York  City  when  Joe  Lasser  was  master 
of  ceremonies  of  the  fete  held  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society  in  honor 
of  long-term  member  Eric  P.  Newman. 


1385  1795  Flowing  Hair.  Two  Leaves.  BB-20,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  F-15.  At¬ 
tractive  intermingled  gold  and  lilac-gray  toning.  Some  tiny  dents 
can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  and  forehead.  An  obverse  rim 
bruise  is  noted  at  12:30. 


1795  BB-21  Flowing  Hair  $1 


1386  1795  Flowing  Hair.  Two  Leaves.  BB-21,  B-l.  EF-40.  Cleaned  long 
ago  and  since  retoned  in  slate  gray.  A  heavy  reverse  rim  bump  is 
seen  at  4:00. 

On  this  variety  the  7  in  the  date  was  repunched  over  an  erroneous  1, 
prompting  some  cataloguers  to  list  it  as  “1795  over  1195,”  which,  we  suppose, 
is  technically  correct,  although  it  is  hardly  an  overdate  in  the  standard  sense. 


1387  1795  Flowing  Hair.  Two  Leaves.  BB-21,  B-l.  Net  F-15;  EF-40. 

Warm  golden  gray  toning.  Apparently  devoid  of  adjustment 
marks.  A  skillful  repair  around  Y  in  LIBERTY’  accounts  for  the  as¬ 
signed  net  grade. 

Quality  1795  BB-27  Flowing  Hair  $1 


1388  1795  Flowing  Hair.  Three  Leaves.  BB-27,  B-5.  VF-20.  Nicely  cen¬ 

tered  and  warmly  toned  in  intermingled  gold  and  lilac-gray.  Some 
faint  crisscrossing  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen  in  Miss  Liberty's 
hair.  A  dig  is  present  in  the  obverse  field  about  3mm  from  Miss 
Liberty’s  chin  and  a  few  rim  bruises  are  noted. 

Obverse  with  tiny  “bar"  extending  diagonallv  from  close  to  the  top  curl,  in  a 
direction  toward  the  point  of  the  fifth  star.  This  is  not  to  be  confused  with  an¬ 
other  “bar”  variety,  obverse  of  BB-20,  with  the  bar  near  the  fourth  star.  Such 
varieties  serve  as  quick  “markers"  to  identify  the  obverse  dies. 
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1389  1795  Draped  Bust.  BB-51,  B-14.  VF-35.  Pearl  gray  toning  with 

wisps  of  frosty  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  A  reverse  planchet 
lamination  is  near  the  reverse  rim  at  8:00. 

This  represents  the  first  appearance  in  American  numismatics  of  the 
Draped  Bust  obverse.  The  motif  is  said  to  have  been  by  artist  Gilbert  Stuart, 
who  used  a  Newport  (Rhode  Island)  socialite  as  his  model.  Employed  on  the 
silver  dollar  of  1795  (two  obverse  dies  were  cut  with  this  motif),  the  style  was 
not  used  elsewhere  until  1796. 

BB-51  is  believed  to  be  the  first  of  the  two  Draped  Bust  obverse  dies  pro¬ 
duced  this  year  for  dollars.  The  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  is  slightly  to  the  left  of 
center,  a  situation  which  was  subsequently  corrected  on  other  dies  (such  as 
BB-52  of  the  same  year,  and  dies  of  later  years). 


1390  1795  Drapev’  Bust.  BB-51,  B-14.  VF-35.  Intermingled  blue,  violet, 
gold,  and  gray  toning  on  both  surfaces.  The  reverse  in  particular 
shows  excellent  centering.  Another  example  of  what  is  believed  to 
be  the  very  first  die  featuring  the  Draped  Bust  motif  in  American 
coinage. 


1392  1796  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  BB-61,  B-4.  VF-30.  Mottled  blue, 
gold,  and  lilac  toning  on  glossy  surfaces. 

Today,  specialists  recognize  that  1796  silver  dollars,  as  a  date,  are  about  as 
scarce  as  those  dated  1797.  The  mintage  figures  given  in  the  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  and  certain  other  sources  can  be  dismissed  as  an  indication 
of  rarity,  as  they  bear  no  relationship  to  the  numbers  actually  surviving. 
Doubtless,  these  calendar  year  figures  (72,920  for  the  1796  dollar  and  only 
7,776  or  the  1797  dollar)  do  not  represent  coins  actually  struck  bearing  those 
dates.  Most  probably,  much  of  the  1797  mintage  was  actually  from  1796-dated 
dies.  This  is  the  most  plentiful  variety  of  the  year,  a  somewhat  misleading  com¬ 
ment,  as  1 796  dollars  are  all  scarce. 


1393  1796  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  BB-61,  B-4.  VF-20.  Delicately 
toned  in  gold,  gray,  and  lilac.  A  scratch  is  noted  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  face  and  graffiti  are  present  on  her  bust. 


1394  1796  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  BB-61,  B-4.  F-12.  Intermingled 
gold  and  lilac-gray  iridescence  complements  both  surfaces.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  opportunity  to  acquire  a  high-grade  example  of  this  fairly 
elusive  date,  a  year  for  which  most  dollars  exist  in  significantly 
lower  states  of  preservation.  As  it  turns  out,  the  BB-61  issue  is  one 
of  relatively  few  of  this  era  for  which  pieces  are  known  in  Mint 
State,  possibly  as  many  as  a  dozen  totally,  per  the  literature  (which 
cannot  always  be  analyzed  accurately  by  hindsight,  as  early  cata¬ 
logue  descriptions  often  differ  from  what  we  would  call  the  pieces 
today).  At  the  AU  level  in  our  Encyclopedia  we  estimated  that  about 
15  to  30  examples  exist,  with  fewer  at  the  high  end  of  the  AU  scale. 


1391  1795  Draped  Bust.  Small  Eagle.  BB-52,  B-15.  VF-25.  Pewter  gray 

toning  on  the  high  points  deepens  to  slate  gray  in  the  fields.  Both 
surfaces  exhibit  blue,  gold,  and  violet  iridescent  highlights.  A  tiny 
obverse  rim  bump  is  noted  at  2:00. 

Second  of  the  two  obverse  1795  dies  with  the  Draped  Bust  motif.  As  men¬ 
tioned  under  Lot  1389,  it  is  believed  that  the  die  of  BB-51  was  produced  first, 
found  to  have  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  slightly  too  far  to  the  left,  and  on  the 
next  die— the  presently  offered  BB-52— the  portrait  was  more  correctly  cen¬ 
tered. 
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Outstanding  1796  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1395  1796  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  BB-65,  B-5.  AU-58.  Intermingled 
gold  and  gray  iridescence,  with  almost  all  of  the  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  still  surviving  in  the  fields.  Most  of  the  design  features  are 
boldly  defined,  but  with  some  areas  of  localized  softness  noted. 
Both  surfaces  appear  to  be  devoid  of  adjustment  marks. 

The  variety  is  probably  the  most  distinctive  of  the  year;  all  examples  seen 
have  a  lumpy  die  break  at  the  top  of  the  1  in  AMERICA,  a  feature  that  enables 
immediate  identification. 


1396  1797  Stars  10X6.  Large  Letters.  BB-71,  B-3.  VF-30.  Golden  gray 
toning  at  the  centers  changes  to  charcoal  at  the  borders.  A  few  tiny 
rim  bruises  can  be  seen.  Reverse  with  Large  Letters  as  always  in 
combination  with  this  obverse.  The  star  configuration  with  10  to 
the  left  and  six  to  the  right  is  unique  in  the  silver  dollar  series.  As 
such,  this  particular  variety  has  a  special  cachet  to  the  numismatist. 
Further,  the  year  1797  has  always  been  highly  prized  as  a  rare  date. 


1397  1797  Stars  10X6.  Large  Letters.  BB-71,  B-3.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness 
of  VF-30.  Attractive  gold  and  lilac  toning.  A  heavy  N-shaped  mark 
is  present  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  chin;  possibly  as 
made,  but  opinions  are  bound  to  vary. 

1398  1797  Stars  9X7.  Large  Letters.  BB-73,  B-l.  VG-10.  Lilac  toning  on 
the  high  points  changes  to  orange-gold  in  the  fields. 

The  reverse  used  to  strike  this  coin  was  also  employed  to  produce  1 798  BB- 
82. 


1399  1798  Small  Eagle,  13  Stars  on  Obverse.  BB-82,  B-1.  VF-20 
(ANACS).  Delicate  intermingled  gold  and  lilac-gray  iridescence. 

The  reverse  die  used  to  strike  the  present  1798  BB-82  was  also  employed  to 
strike  coins  dated  the  previous  year,  1797,  variety  BB-73. 
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1400  1798  Small  Eagle,  13  Stars  on  Obverse.  BB-82,  B-l.  Net  F-15; 
sharpness  of  VF-30.  Pale  golden  gray  and  lilac  toning.  The  initials 
DC  are  scratched  onto  Miss  Liberty’s  bust.  As  a  type,  the  Small 
Eagle  reverse  dollars  of  1798  are  far  more  elusive  than  the  regu¬ 
larly  seen  Heraldic  Eagle  style. 

Condition  Census  1798  BB-93  Dollar 


1401  1798  Heraldic  Eagle,  Knob  9.  BB-93,  B-5.  Rarity-5+.  EF-40.  Inter¬ 
mingled  orange-gold  and  lilac-gray  iridescence.  The  impressions 
of  both  dies  show  excellent  centering.  Clearly  a  Condition  Census 
specimen  of  a  silver  dollar  variety  that  is  at  once  rare  in  any  grade 
and  at  the  same  time  especially  rare  in  EF  or  finer  preservation. 

Bowers-Borckardt  Condition  Census:  55-40-35-35-35-35. 

Condition  Census  1798  BB-102  Dollar 


1402  1798  Heraldic  Eagle,  Wide  Date,  13  Arrows.  BB-102,  B-20.  Rarity- 

4.  EF-40.  Warmly,  albeit  artificially,  toned.  Slate  gray  surfaces  with 
vivid  pink,  gold,  and  blue-green  highlights.  The  present  piece  is 
clearly  Condition  Census,  which  extends  down  into  the  VF-35 
range.  The  variety  is  elusive  in  all  grades,  and  a  major  rarity  in  EF 
and  AU.  Quite  possibly  most  pieces  were  quickly  distributed  after 
minting,  and  saw  circulation  far  and  wide.  Whatever  the  reason, 
no  Mint  State  examples  are  known  to  exist  today.  In  summation, 
the  present  piece  represents  a  major  opportunity  for  the  discrimi¬ 
nating  buyer. 


1403  1798  Heraldic  Eagle,  Wide  Date,  13  Arrows.  BB-104,  B-22.  Rarity- 
3+.  EF-40.  Mottled  golden  brown,  blue,  and  violet  toning.  Some 
dark  stains  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse,  mostly  on  the  shield. 

This  variety  is  scarce  in  all  grades,  and  is  particularly  so  at  higher 
levels.  While  the  present  piece  does  not  quite  make  Condition 
Census  (the  lower  range  of  which  is  EF-45),  it  is  a  kissing  cousin  to 
it,  and  certainly  is  worth  close  attention  of  the  bidder. 

1404  1798  Heraldic  Eagle,  Wide  Date,  13  Arrows.  BB-105,  B-23.  EF-40. 

Intermingled  gold,  gray,  and  violet  iridescence  enhances  both  sur¬ 
faces. 

1798  BB-105  is  one  of  the  more  plentiful  varieties  of  this  year.  As  such,  the 
present  piece  offers  possibilities  for  inclusion  in  a  set  of  design  types. 

1405  1799/8  Overdate,  13  Stars  Reverse.  BB-142,  B-l.  Net  VF-20; 
sharpness  of  EF-45.  Mostly  gold  and  pale  gray  surfaces  with  wisps 
of  deep  iridescence  around  some  of  the  design  elements.  Cleaned 
in  the  past.  The  obverse  field  has  been  smoothed  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  neck. 

1406  1799  8X5  Stars.  BB-157,  B-5.  VF-35.  Warmly  toned  in  inter¬ 
mingled  hues  of  navy  blue,  golden  gray,  and  violet.  A  reverse  rim 
bump  is  noted  at  9:00. 

The  unusual  arrangement  of  stars,  eight  to  the  left  and  five  to  the  right  (in¬ 
stead  of  the  usual  seven  to  the  left  and  six  to  the  right  seen  on  silver  dollars)  is 
unexplained.  Quite  possibly  the  engraver  thought  he  was  working  on  a  $10 
obverse  die  which,  indeed,  would  have  had  the  eight  by  five  configuration. 


1407  1799  BB-158,  B-16.  EF-45.  Mottled  blue  and  violet-gold  toning. 
Much  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  The  reverse,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  shows  excellent  centering.  A  very  attractive  example  of  this 
readily  obtainable  variety.  The  numismatist  forming  a  type  set 
would  do  well  to  consider  this  coin  as  a  possibility. 

1408  1799  BB-161,  B-l  1.  VF-20.  Gold,  gray,  blue,  and  violet  iridescence. 
A  tiny  obverse  rim  bump  can  be  seen  at  1 1:00. 

1409  1799  BB-163,  B-10.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  VF-30.  Pale  golden 
gray  iridescence.  The  surfaces  have  been  brushed,  thus  accounting 
for  the  assigned  grade. 

1410  1799  BB-166,  B-9.  EF-40.  The  obverse  has  pale  golden  gray  and  li¬ 
lac  iridescence.  The  reverse  exhibits  vivid  intermingled  orange 
and  violet  toning.  One  of  the  more  popular  varieties  of  the  year. 
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1411  1800  BB-184,  B-12.  Rarity-3.  VF-35.  Attractive  intermingled  gold 
and  lilac  toning.  Traces  of  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  ar¬ 
eas. 

1412  1800  BB-187,  B-16.  VF-30.  Blushes  of  pewter  gray  and  golden 
brown  toning.  The  obverse,  in  particular,  shows  excellent  center¬ 
ing.  A  tiny  mint-caused  edge  flaw  can  be  seen  at  5:30  relative  to  the 
obverse. 

As  noted  on  pages  374  and  375  of  Volume  I,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia ,  this  variety,  while  not  rare,  exists 
primarily  in  grades  from  VF  to  EF,  with  most  concentrated  in  the  VF  range. 
Apparently  this  particular  issue  saw  intense,  wide  circulation  at  the  time. 

1413  1800  BB-187,  B-16.  F-12.  Pale  pastel  gold  and  lilac  iridescence 
complements  both  surfaces.  A  mint-caused  rim  flaw  can  be  seen 
on  the  reverse  at  8:00. 


1414 


1800  AMERICAI  reverse.  BB-192,  B-19.  VF-35.  Cleaned  long  ago 
and  still  partially  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of  pale  gold.  A  mint- 
caused  edge  flaw  can  be  seen  at  2:00  relative  to  the  reverse. 

After  the  word  AMERICA,  an  almost  vertical  line,  a  stray  mark  (apparendy, 
not  a  die  crack),  perhaps  from  a  punch  or  from  a  stray  piece  of  metal  during 
the  die  making  process,  appears,  fancifully  similar  to  an  “I”— at  least  so  termed 
by  past  cataloguers.  In  reality,  it  does  not  look  at  all  like  a  letter  unless  a  gener¬ 
ous  dash  of  imagination  is  added.  The  nomenclature  has  been  in  the  hobby 
for  a  long  time,  and  “AMERICAI”  it  is.  There  is  no  other  variety  in  the  silver 
dollar  series  for  which  a  stray  die  mark  has  become  famous  or  has  done  so 
much  to  enhance  the  collectibility  of  a  coin. 

♦, 


1415  1800  “Dotted  Date.”  BB-194,  B-14.  EF-45.  Mottled  golden  brown 
and  lilac  gray  at  the  centers.  Wisps  of  pale  blue  ornament  the  bor¬ 
ders.  Much  original  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas 
of  the  designs.  The  dotted  date  feature  results  from  die  breaks. 

The  1800  “Dotted  Date”  is  listed  in  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins, 
thereby  giving  it  a  much  greater  demand  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case  if  it 
were  simply  “buried”  in  a  book  on  silver  dollar  die  varieties,  such  as  the  one  by 
Bolender  (1950)  or  the  present  writer  (1993). 


I  1416  1800  12  Arrows.  BB-196,  B-17.  F-12.  Pewter  gray  toning  on  the 

high  points  deepens  to  navy  blue  in  the  fields. 

•  • 

1417  1801  BB-212,  B-2.  VF-20.  Intermingled  gold  and  slate  gray  toning 
with  iridescent  blue  highlights. 

1418  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  F-15.  The  obverse  has  intermingled  blue  and  li¬ 
lac  toning.  The  reverse  has  gold  at  the  center  changing  to  blue  pe¬ 
ripherally. 

1419  1802  BB-242,  B-5.  Rarity-4.  F-12.  Blue  and  violet  toning  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  deepens  to  charcoal  gray  at  the  rims. 

1420  1803  Large  3.  BB-255,  B-6.  F-15.  Pearl  gray  surfaces  with  pale  blue 
and  gold  highlights. 


Outstanding  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 


1421  1836  Gobrecht.  C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on  Base,  Starry  Reverse.  Sil¬ 

ver.  Plain  edge.  Pollock-65,  Judd-60.  Proof-58.  The  obverse  is 
mostly  pale  golden  gray  with  blushes  of  lilac  peripherally.  The  re¬ 
verse  has  slate  gray  toning  with  blue  highlights. 

Weight:  413.5  grains.  Diameter:  1.507  inches.  Die  Alignment  I. 

Nearly  all  of  the  1836-dated  Gobrecht  silver  dollars  were  placed  into  circula¬ 
tion  in  1836-1837,  after  which  time  they  did  service  as  a  circulating  medium. 
Although  the  concept  is  hardly  new,  in  recent  times  there  has  been  an  in¬ 
creased  interest  in  including  Gobrecht  dollars  as  part  of  type  sets  of  regular 
United  States  coins.  The  recognition  is  deserved. 


Popular  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 


1422  1836  Gobrecht.  C.  GOBRECHT  F.  originally  on  base  (now  re¬ 

moved),  Starry  Reverse.  Plain  edge.  P-65,  J-60.  Net  VF-20,  but  actu¬ 
ally  AU-55  as  further  described.  There  is  light  tooling  at  the  base  of 
Miss  Liberty,  thus  removing  the  engraver’s  signature— for  reasons 
we  know  not.  Slate  gray  toning  with  faint  golden  brown  and  sky  blue 
highlights.  An  opportunity  for  the  budget-conscious  collector  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  piece  that  has  a  quite  decent  appearance  overall. 

Weight:  414.6  grains.  Diameter:  1.507  inches.  Die  Alignment  IV. 


1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 


1423  1836  Gobrecht.  C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on  Base,  Starry  Reverse.  Plain 

edge.  P-65,  J-60.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  Proof-50.  The  obverse  is 
orange-gold  at  the  center,  with  blue  and  violet  peripherally.  The 
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reverse  exhibits  intermingled  blue  and  gray  toning.  Holed  and 
skillfully  plugged  near  the  rim  at  12:00  relative  to  the  obverse,  thus 
accounting  for  the  assigned  net  grade. 

Weight:  414.5  grains.  Diameter:  1.506  inches.  Die  Alignment  I. 

1424  Offering  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars:  ☆  1840  Net  VF-20;  sharpness 
of  EF-45.  First  year  of  issue  ☆  1848  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  VF-35. 
A  famous  date  due  to  its  low  mintage  ☆  1853  EF-45.  A  scarce  date 
in  any  and  all  grades  ☆  1872-S  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF-45.  The 
only  readily  collectible  San  Francisco  Mint  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar  of  the  With  Motto  type  (1866-1873)  ☆  1873  VF-30.  Various 
pieces  have  been  cleaned  or  polished  and  have  rim  nicks  or 
scratches.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1425  Liberty  Seated  dollar  selection:  ☆  1841  VF-30  ☆  1845  VF-20  ☆  1847 
VF-20.  One  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  the  decade  ☆  1849  EF-40  ☆  1859 
VF-30.  The  1841  is  brilliant;  the  others  are  toned.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1426  Assortment  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars:  ☆  1842  Net  F-12;  sharpness 
of  EF-40  ☆  1846-0  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-45.  First  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar  ☆  1847  VF-30  ☆  1860-0  Net 
EF-40;  sharpness  of  MS-60  ☆  1871  VF-30.  Some  have  repairs  or 
edge  bumps,  and  hence  in-person  examination  is  suggested.  (To¬ 
tal:  5  pieces) 

1427  1843  AU-50.  Pale  champagne  toning  with  some  prooflike  charac¬ 
ter  on  the  obverse.  A  small  area  of  planchet  granularity  can  be 
seen  by  stars  11,  12,  and  13. 

1428  Liberty  Seated  trio:  ☆  1843  VF-30,  with  a  reverse  rim  bump  ☆  1860- 
O  VF-20  ☆  1872  VF-35.  Each  has  pearl  gray  toning.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


minor  obverse  rim  bump  can  be  seen  at  7:00.  A  scratch  extends 
from  Miss  Liberty’s  neck  to  the  10th  star. 

1432  1855  Net  F-15;  sharpness  of  VF-35.  Deep  golden  brown  and  navy 
blue  toning.  Graffiti  are  present  on  both  surfaces.  An  important 
key  date,  scarcer  than  generally  realized. 


1433  1856  AU-55.  Intermingled  pale  champagne,  orange-gold,  and  lilac 
toning.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the  eagle’s  right  leg.  Very  rare  in 
this  condition,  and  grossly  overlooked  by  specialists  for  a  long  time. 

Interestingly,  in  the  late  1850s,  just  a  few  years  after  this  piece  was  struck,  its 
elusive  nature  was  realized,  and  the  issue  was  considered  to  be  a  key  date. 
However,  as  time  went  on  the  1856  (the  same  can  be  said  for  the  1855  and 
1854)  was  generally  forgotten,  with  the  result  that  if  you  had  been  active  on 
the  numismatic  scene  10  or  20  years  ago,  and  had  mentioned  that  the  1856 
dollar  was  a  rarity,  most  casual  observers  would  not  have  agreed.  Now,  in  the 
1990s,  the  elusive  character  of  this  coin  is  beginning  to  be  appreciated  once 
again.  While  this  comparison  may  be  stretching  the  point,  if  two  wealthy  col¬ 
lectors  were  to  have  a  contest  to  see  who  could  be  the  first  to  purchase  10  AU 
1856  silver  dollars,  or  100  Proof  1895  dollars,  the  person  picking  the  far  larger 
number  of  1895  dollars  would  be  the  easy  winner. 


1429  1846  EF-40.  Intermingled  gold,  blue,  and  charcoal  gray  irides¬ 
cence.  Some  patchy  staining  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse,  predomi¬ 
nantly  around  the  eagle  and  at  the  rim. 


1430  1850  AU-50.  Both  surfaces  show  pronounced  prooflike  character. 
Cleaned  in  the  past  and  still  partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  gold 
and  blue  at  the  borders.  A  small  reverse  rim  bump  can  be  seen  at 
12:30.  A  highly  prized  Philadelphia  Mint  issue.  Somewhat  elusive 
in  all  grades. 

Desirable  1850-0  $1 


1431  1850-0  VF-25.  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  pale  golden  highlights.  A 


Rare  Mint  State  1857  Silver  Dollar 


1434  1857  MS-60.  A  handsome  example  having  golden  toning  at  the 
centers  with  wisps  of  blue  and  lilac  at  the  rims.  The  devices  are  sat¬ 
iny  and  the  fields  are  prooflike.  The  eagle’s  claw  and  feather  de¬ 
tails  are  boldly  defined. 

The  1857  is  recognized  as  a  scarce  date,  not  quite  in  the  category  of  1854- 
1856,  but  still  quite  elusive.  It  is  virtually  a  certainty  that  the  majority  of  the 
mintages  of  this  era  were  shipped  to  the  Orient  in  the  days  before  the  trade 
dollar  was  a  reality. 


1435  1859  MS-62,  prooflike.  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  1  he  satinv 
devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  reflective  fields.  A  few  rim  bumps 
and  bruises  are  noted. 
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1436  1859-S  VF-25.  Intermingled  blue,  gold,  and  charcoal  gray  toning. 

The  first  San  Francisco  Mint  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar.  Just  20,000  were 
coined,  these  in  response  to  a  request  by  local  merchants  for  a  “trade  coin"  to 
ship  to  the  Orient  to  purchase  merchandise.  At  the  time,  Chinese  merchants 
desired  silver  coins,  would  not  take  paper  at  all,  and  did  not  particularly  care 
for  gold.  A  merchant  in  San  Francisco  who  desired  to  purchase  silk,  tea,  porce¬ 
lain,  or  other  articles  from  China  had  to  pay  for  them  by  going  to  a  bullion 
dealer  and  purchasing  Mexican  silver  dollars  at  a  premium.  Thus,  the  1859-S 
was  a  boon  for  the  short  time  that  the  limited  supply  lasted. 


1437  1860  Proof-62.  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  The  frosty  devices 
contrast  nicely  with  the  blazing  mirror  fields.  Most  design  features 
are  sharp  except  for  a  few  of  the  obverse  stars  and  the  high  points 
of  Miss  Liberty’s  hair. 

1438  1860-0  AU-58.  Essentially  brilliant  with  some  toning  spots  by  the 
denomination  on  the  reverse.  The  fields  have  a  texture  intermedi¬ 
ate  between  satiny  and  prooflike. 


1439  Liberty  Seated  dollar  quintette:  ☆  1860-0  F-15.  Toned  ☆  1865  EF- 
40.  Toned  ☆  1869  VF-20.  Brilliant  ☆  1871  F-12.  Brilliant  ☆  1872 
EF-40.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1440  1863  VF-30.  Intermingled  gold  and  lilac  iridescence.  A  well 
known,  rare  date. 


Splendid  Proof  1864  Dollar 


1441  1864  Proof-64.  Sharply  struck.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the 

fields  are  glittering  mirrors.  Rainbow  toning  with  blue,  violet,  and 
gold  predominating.  This  is  one  of  the  delightful  coins  in  19th-cen¬ 
tury  numismatics  which  combines  a  low  Proof  mintage  with  a  low 
business  strike  mintage,  giving  a  double  helping  of  desirability. 
And  yet  the  market  does  not  fully  realize  this,  and  tends  to  price 
the  1864  silver  dollar  as  a  “type,”  with  little  premium  accorded  to 
its  overall  rare  status. 

In  1864  just  470  Proof  dollars  were  struck,  and  it  is  not  certain  that  all  were 
distributed.  At  the  time  the  United  States  Treasury  Department  would  not  ac¬ 
cept  its  own  paper  “greenback”  currency  at  par  in  exchange  for  purchasing 
Proof  sets!  Instead,  anyone  desiring  to  purchase  Proof  silver  coins  had  to  go  to 
a  bullion  exchange  dealer  and  buy  United  States  silver  coins  at  a  heavy  pre¬ 
mium  (in  terms  of  paper  money),  and  remit  the  coins  to  the  Philadelphia 
Mint! 


Blazing  1864  Dollar 


1442  1864  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  the  faintest  pos¬ 
sible  hint  of  gold.  Very  sharply  struck  with  virtually  all  design  fea¬ 
tures  defined  to  full  advantage  save  for  the  feathers  at  the  eagle’s 
right  shoulder  (viewer’s  left)  which  show  a  touch  of  softness. 


Beautiful  1866  Proof  Dollar 

First  Year  With  Motto 


1443  1866  Motto.  Proof-63.  The  sharp  frosty  devices  nicely  comple¬ 

ment  the  mirror  fields.  The  central  areas  have  gold  and  lilac  ton¬ 
ing.  Wisps  and  blushes  of  electric  blue  ornament  the  rims.  First 
year  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  Scarce  as  a  Proof,  and 
desirable  as  a  “type”  coin. 


1444  1866  Motto.  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Appealing  golden  gray  iridescence 

complements  both  surfaces.  The  fields  are  glittering  mirrors  and 
the  sharp  devices  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and 
prooflike.  A  tiny  obverse  rim  nick  can  be  seen  at  12:00. 


)  BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


1445  1866  Motto.  Proof-60.  Cleaned  long  ago  and  still  mostly  brilliant. 

Faint  indications  of  tooling  can  be  seen  in  the  fields. 
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1446  1867  Proof-61.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  A  few  trivial  rim  bruises 
on  the  reverse  prevent  us  from  assigning  a  considerably  higher 
grade. 

Following  what  is  by  now  a  familiar  scenario,  the  catalogue  reader  will  see 
that  this  is  indeed  an  unusual  opportunity  to  start  or  add  to  a  specialized  col¬ 
lection  of  Proof  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  Such  grades  as  Proof-61  offer  a  lot  of 
numismatic  value  for  the  money,  particularly  in  comparison  to  higher  Proof 
grades. 


Appealing  1868  Proof  $1 


1447  1868  Proof-64.  Appealing  gold,  blue,  and  violet  iridescence 
complements  the  sharp  frosty  devices  and  the  blazing  mirror 
fields.  Quite  scarce  in  all  high  grades.  Most  were  shipped  to  the 
Orient.  Just  600  Proofs  were  struck,  of  which  probably  half  have 
disappeared. 


1448  1870  AU-50.  The  fields  are  mostly  brilliant.  Blushes  and  wisps  of 
gold  ornament  the  high  points  and  the  rims. 

1449  1870-CC  VF-20.  Intermingled  golden  brown  and  gray  toning. 

If  a  prize  were  to  be  awarded  for  the  most  popular  of  all  Liberty  Seated  dol¬ 
lars,  the  1870-CC  would  certainly  be  a  strong  contender.  Over  the  years  a 
number  of  articles  about  this  issue  have  appeared  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  and 
elsewhere,  describing  reverse  die  characteristics  (the  findings  of  which  are  syn- 
opsized  in  the  book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia).  This  represents  the  first  silver  dollar  issue  of  the  Carson 
City  Mint,  and  the  most  readily  collectible  of  the  several  Liberty  Seated  variet¬ 
ies  struck  there. 


1450  1871  Proof-63.  Mostly  brilliant  in  the  central  areas  with  golden 

gray  toning  at  the  rims.  The  reverse,  in  particular,  shows  bold 
rarneo  contrast. 


Although  960  Proofs  were  struck,  many  were  later  mishandled  or  spent,  this 
being  much  more  true  of  the  larger  denominations  in  silver  sets  of  this  year 
than  for  the  smaller  values.  Although  there  is  no  way  of  knowing,  we  suggest 
that  less  than  half  of  the  original  mintage  survives  today  in  relatively  unim¬ 
paired  Proof  format. 


1451  1871  Proof-62.  Pale  golden  toning.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the 
fields  are  deeply  reflective. 

1452  1871  Proof-55.  Pale  champagne  toning  in  the  central  areas 
changes  to  golden  brown  and  blue  at  the  borders.  A  few  minor  rim 
bumps  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse. 

1453  1871  AU-55,  prooflike.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 
pale  champagne  iridescence.  A  rim  bump  can  be  seen  at  8:00  on 
the  obverse. 


1454  1872  Proof-62.  Pale  golden  toning  complements  the  sharp  satiny 
devices  and  blazing  mirror  fields. 

1455  1872  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of  pale  blue  on  the 
reverse.  A  nick  can  be  seen  by  the  third  obverse  star. 

Rare  1872-CC  Dollar 


1456  1872-CC  VF-20.  Pearl  gray  toning.  A  tiny  cut  can  be  seen  in  the 
obverse  field  directly  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  left  knee.  A  scarce 
coin  in  all  grades,  the  1872-CC  dollar  is  highly  prized.  While  it  is 
not  in  the  rarity  category  of  the  1873  (scarcest  of  all  Carson  City 
dollars)  or  the  1871-CC  (second  scarcest),  still  it  is  considerably 
more  elusive  than  the  1870-CC. 
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1457  Offering  of  Morgan  dollars  with  emphasis  on  mintmarks.  All  are 

PCGS-certified  MS-64:  ☆  1878  8  Tailfeathers  ☆  1878-CC  ☆  1880- 
CC  ☆  1881-CC  PL  ☆  1885-S  ☆  1892-0  ☆  1898-S.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

We  really  love  Morgan  silver  dollars,  and  take  great  satisfaction  from  the 
situation  that  today  in  1997  even  a  numismatist  with  modest  means  can  obtain 
truly  beautiful  specimens  for  a  truly  reasonable  price.  Issues  such  as  the  pieces 
offered  in  this  lot  have  much  accompanying  history  and  are  fascinating  to 
own. 


Morgan  Dollar  Collection 

1458  Collection  of  Morgan  dollars  ranging  in  grade  from  AU-55  to  MS- 

63,  average  MS-60:  ☆  1878  8  Tailfeathers  ☆  1878  7  Tailfeathers  ☆ 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  ☆  1878-CC  ☆  1878-S  ☆  1879  ☆  1879-S 

☆  1880  ☆  1880-CC  ☆  1880-0  ☆  1880-S  ☆  1881  ☆  1881-CC  ☆ 
1881-0  ☆  1881-S  ☆  1882  ☆  1882-CC  ☆  1882-0  ☆  1882-S  ☆  1883  ☆ 
1883-CC  ☆  1883-0  ☆  1883-S  ☆  1884  ☆  1884-CC  ☆  1884-0  ☆  1885 

☆  1885-0  ☆  1885-S  ☆  1886  ☆  1886-0  ☆  1886-S  ☆  1887  ☆  1887-0 

☆  1887-S  ☆  1888  ☆  1888-0  ☆  1889  ☆  1889-0  ☆  1889-S  ☆  1890  ☆ 
1890-CC  ☆  1890-0  ☆  1890-S  ☆  1891-CC  ☆  1891-S  ☆  1892  ☆  1893 

☆  1894-0  ☆  1894-S  ☆  1896  ☆  1896-0  ☆  1896-S  ☆  1897  ☆  1897-0 

☆  1897-S  ☆  1898  ☆  1898-0  ☆  1898-S  ☆  1899  ☆  1899-0  ☆  1899-S 

☆  1900  ☆  1900-0  ☆  1900-S  ☆  1901-0  ☆  1902  ☆  1902-0  ☆  1903  ☆ 
1904  ☆  1904-0  ☆  1921  ☆  1921-S.  The  collection  is  housed  in  two 
display  albums.  (Total:  73  pieces) 

There  is  something  very  special  about  putting  together  a  basic  set  of  Morgan 
silver  dollars  by  date  and  mint.  Without  becoming  overly  technical,  a  basic  set 
comprises  about  97  or  98  coins.  Interestingly,  the  vast  majority  of  dates  and 
mintmarks  can  be  obtained  in  Mint  State,  or  close  to  it,  for  very  nominal  sums, 
most  of  them  costing  less  than  $100  each.  The  present  set,  comprising  73  dif¬ 
ferent,  will  give  the  bidder  a  running  start.  We  would  be  pleased  to  assist  with 
the  completion  of  this  set  on  a  direct-sale  basis,  and,  of  course,  many  other 
fine  dealers  also  have  excellent  inventories  of  this  denomination. 

Comprehensive  Morgan  $1  Group 

1459  Collection  of  Morgan  dollars  from  1878  through  1921-S,  com¬ 
plete  except  for  the  1879-CC  and  1895.  Most  pieces  range  in  grade 
from  EF-40  to  MS-60,  average  AU-55.  The  following  is  a  partial  list¬ 
ing  of  varieties:  ☆  1878  8  Tailfeathers  ☆  1878  7  Tailfeathers  (2). 
Both  reverse  types  ☆  1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  ☆  1878-CC  (2)  ☆ 
1878-S  (2)  ☆  1879-S  3rd  Reverse  (2)  ☆  1880-0  (2)  ☆  1882-O/S  ☆ 
1889-CC  EF-45,  processed  and  with  rims  filed  ☆  1890-CC  AU-50, 
processed  ☆  1892-CC  AU-55,  processed  ☆  1892-CC  AU-55,  pro¬ 
cessed  ☆  1893-S  F-12,  processed  ☆  1900-0/CC  ☆  1904-S  EF-40, 
processed.  The  collection  is  housed  in  two  display  albums.  (Total: 
103  pieces) 

This  set  would  be  best  examined  in  person  by  prospective  bidders,  as  some 
pieces  have  been  processed,  as  noted.  The  collection,  comprising  close  to  half 
of  the  basic  dates  and  mintmarks,  will  no  doubt  be  quite  affordable  to  the  suc¬ 
cessful  bidder.  In  time,  certain  pieces  can  be  upgraded,  and  the  entire  collec¬ 
tion  can  be  expanded. 

1460  1878  7  Tailfeathers,  3rd  Reverse.  MS-63  DPL  (NGC).  The  frosty 
devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  mirror  fields.  The  central  areas  are 
brilliant  changing  to  vivid  gold  peripherally. 


1461  1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant,  changing  to 


pale  gold  at  the  rims.  The  devices  are  frosty,  and  the  fields  have  a 
texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike. 

Several  different  1878  Doubled  Tailfeather  varieties  are  known.  They  are 
described  and  illustrated  in  the  Comprehensive  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  oj 
Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars  by  Leroy  Van  Allen  and  George  Mallis.  The  variety 
offered  here  is  VAM-41A.  As  none  of  these  are  very  rare,  assembling  a  com¬ 
plete  set  presents  a  challenging  yet  attainable  collecting  goal. 

1462  Offering  of  Uncirculated  Morgan  dollars  including  some 
prooflike  examples,  all  different  issues:  ☆  1878  Doubled 
Tailfeathers.  MS-63  PL  ☆  1882-0  MS-63  DMPL  ☆  1885  MS-65  ☆ 
1886-S  MS-63  PL  ☆  1887-0  MS-63  DMPL  ☆  1891-0  MS-63  ☆  1897 
MS-64  PL  ☆  1899  MS-64  ☆  1899-S  MS-63  ☆  1903-0  MS-63.  (Total: 
10  pieces) 

1463  1878-CC  MS-65.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  while  the  fields 
are  satiny.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  gold  at  the  obverse  bor¬ 
der. 

1464  Gem-quality  Morgan  dollar  assortment:  ☆  1878-CC  MS-65  ☆ 
1881-CC  MS-65  PL  ☆  1882-0/0  MS-65  ☆  1882-0  MS-65  (2)  ☆ 

1883- CC  MS-65  PL  ☆  1886  MS-65/67  ☆  1888-0  (4).  MS-65  (3)  and 
MS-64  ☆  1896  (2).  MS-65/67  and  MS-65  PL  ☆  1899  MS-65  PL  ☆ 
1900-0  MS-67  ☆  1901-0  MS-65  PL.  Most  are  brilliant.  A  few  have 
light  toning.  (Total:  16  pieces) 

1465  1878-CC  MS-64  DMPL.  The  devices  are  sharp  frosty  cameos  and 
the  fields  are  blazing  mirrors.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  vivid  orange- 
gold  toning  with  splashes  of  lilac. 

1466  Pair  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-64  each:  ☆  1878-CC  ☆  1921 
Peace.  Both  have  pale  golden  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1467  Mostly  brilliant  Carson  City  Mint  selection:  ☆  1878-CC  MS-63  (2) 

☆  1881-CC  MS-64  PL  ☆  1883-CC  (2).  MS-64  DMPL  and  MS-63  ☆ 

1884- CC  MS-63  ☆  1885-CC  MS-64.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1468  Offering  of  Carson  City  Mint  dollars  in  G.S.A.  holders:  ☆  1878-CC 
MS-63  (2)  ☆  1880-CC  8  Over  High  7,  3rd  Reverse.  MS-64  ☆  1881- 
CC  (4).  MS-64  (3)  and  MS-63  ☆  1882-CC  MS-64  ☆  1885-CC  (7). 
MS-63  (5)  and  MS-62  (2).  (Total:  15  pieces) 

1469  Offering  of  Morgan  dollars  with  emphasis  on  mintmarks:  ☆ 

1878-CC  AU-50  ☆  1879-CC  Capped  Die.  EF-40  ☆  1880-CC  EF45 

☆  1882-CC  MS-63  ☆  1883-CC  MS-63  ☆  1883-S  EF-40  ☆  1884-CC 
MS-63  ☆  1889-CC  VG-8.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues  ☆  1892-CC  VF- 
30  ☆  1892-S  VF-30  ☆  1893  VF-35,  with  reverse  scratch  ☆  1893-CC 
F-12.  Scarce  at  all  grade  levels  ☆  1893-0  VF-30,  with  reverse  resi¬ 
due  ☆  1895-0  VF-25  ☆  1895-S  VG-10  ☆  1896-0  AU-50  ☆  1896-S 
EF-45.  One  of  the  keys  to  the  series  ☆  1903-0  MS-62  ☆  1904  MS-63 

☆  1904-S  EF-40.  Another  key  issue.  Some  are  brilliant;  others  are 
toned.  (Total:  20  pieces) 

1470  Selection  of  1878-S  Morgan  dollars  grading  average  MS-65.  Some 
have  prooflike  obverses.  All  exhibit  delicate  champagne  toning. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

1471  Trio  of  ANACS-certified  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-65  each:  ☆ 
1878-S  ☆  1882  (2).  All  have  toning.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1472  Offering  of  mostly  toned  Morgan  dollars  grading  average  MS-64: 

☆  1878-S  (40)  ☆  1881  (9)  ☆  1881-S  (18).  (Total:  67  pieces) 

1473  1879  MS-64  DMPL  (ANACS).  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields 
are  glittering  mirrors.  Both  surfaces  are  brilliant  at  the  centers 
changing  to  gold  at  the  rims. 
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Outstanding  1879-CC  Dollar 


1474  1879-CC  Clear  CC.  MS-63.  Essentially  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
gold  iridescence.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  have  a  tex¬ 
ture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike. 

The  1879-CC  Morgan  dollar  is  the  most  elusive  issue  of  the  early  range  of 
Carson  City  coinage  of  this  design,  the  pieces  minted  1878-1885  (after  which 
there  was  a  hiatus  until  1889). 


1484  Uncirculated  Carson  City  Mint  starter  collection:  ☆  1880-CC  MS- 
63  ☆  1881-CC  MS-63  ☆  1882-CC  MS-65  ☆  1883-CC  MS-64  DM  PL 
☆  1884-CC  MS-64  ☆  1885-CC  MS-64  ☆  1890-CC  MS-63  ☆  1891-CC 
MS-63.  A  few  are  brilliant;  most  have  toning.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

A  set  such  as  this  is  immensely  appealing  from  a  historical  and  numismatic 
viewpoint.  Although  we  have  handled  our  share  of  Carson  City  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars— indeed,  probably  far  more  than  our  share— we  still  have  a  sense  of  amaze¬ 
ment  each  time  we  see  these  pieces,  and  are  thankful  that  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  hoarded  them  for  so  many  years,  thus  making  high-grade  examples  avail¬ 
able  on  the  market  today  for  very  reasonable  prices.  Had  these  coins  been 
placed  into  circulation  in  the  1880s  and  1890s,  and  used  widely  in  the  chan¬ 
nels  of  commerce,  today  probably  any  one  of  the  coins  in  this  lot  would  be 
worth  many  thousands  of  dollars! 

1485  Offering  of  Carson  City  Mint  dollars  in  G.S.A.  holders:  ☆  1880- 
CC  3rd  Reverse.  MS-60  ☆  1881-CC  MS-63  ☆  1883-CC  MS-63, 
prooflike  ☆  1884-CC  MS-62  ☆  1885-CC  MS-64.  The  pieces  are  vari¬ 
ously  brilliant  or  lighdy  toned.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1486  1881  MS-64  DMPL  (ANACS).  Pale  champagne  toning.  The  frosty 
devices  beautifully  complement  the  deep  mirror  fields. 


1475  PCGS-certified  Morgan  dollar  quartette.  All  grade  MS-64:  ☆ 

1879-0  Brilliant  ☆  1886-S  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  ☆  1891-CC 
Brilliant  ☆  1901-S  Brilliant.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1476  1879-0  MS-64.  Fully  lustrous.  The  obverse  has  warm  golden  gray 
toning.  The  reverse  is  partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  golden 
gray. 

1477  Assortment  of  mostly  Uncirculated  Morgan  dollars.  The  majority 
have  toning:  ☆  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  PL  ☆  1884-S  AU-55  ☆ 
1885-CC  MS-64  ☆  1891-CC  MS-62  ☆  1899  MS-64  ☆  1901  AU-50  ☆ 
1903-0  MS-64.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1478  San  Francisco  Mint  silver  dollar  group.  Each  piece  grades  MS-65. 

Some  are  prooflike:  ☆  1879-S  3rd  Reverse  (2)  ☆  1880-S  (4)  ☆  1 881- 
S  (9).  (Total:  15  pieces) 


1479  1879-S  2nd  Reverse.  MS-62  DMPL.  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  de¬ 
vices.  The  obverse  field  is  deeply  reflective.  The  mirror  quality  of 
the  reverse  field  is  somewhat  subdued  by  the  presence  of  die  finish 
lines. 


1487  1881-CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  frosty 
cameo  devices  contrast  boldly  with  the  deep  mirror  fields. 


1488  1881-0  MS-65.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at  the  centers  deepens 
to  rich  gold  at  the  rims. 


1489  1881-0  MS-65.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  on  satiny  surfaces. 
Most  design  features  are  sharp  save  for  a  few  strands  of  hair  above 
Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 


1480  1880  MS-65.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  gold.  The 
devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Most  design  features 
are  sharp,  save  for  a  touch  of  softness  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 

1481  1880-CC  MS-65.  Delightful  pastel  gold-gray  iridescence.  The  de¬ 
vices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny. 

1482  1880-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  frosty  devices  beautifully  comple¬ 
ment  the  satiny  fields.  The  obverse  is  brilliant;  the  reverse  exhibits 
pale  champagne  iridescence. 

1483  Quality  Morgan  dollar  quintette:  ☆  1880-CC  8/7  3rd  Reverse. 
MS-64  ☆  1902-S  MS-63  (3)  ☆  1903-0  MS-64.  Most  are  brilliant. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 


1490  1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

1491  1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Warm  intermingled  gold,  gray,  and  blue  ton¬ 
ing  on  frosty  surfaces. 

1492  1882-CC  MS-65  DMPL.  Pale  champagne  toning  at  the  centers 
deepens  to  rich  gold  at  the  borders. 

1493  Brilliant  Carson  City  Mint  silver  dollar  selection,  grading  MS-63 
or  finer:  ☆  1882-CC  ☆  1883-CC  ☆  1885-CC  (5).  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1494  1882-0  MS-65.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  satiny 
fields.  The  central  areas  are  mostly  brilliant,  and  wisps  of  gold  or¬ 
nament  the  borders. 
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1495  1882-0  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  golden 
gray  at  the  rims. 

1496  Trio  of  ANACS-certified  Morgan  dollars  each  grading  MS-63 
DMPL:  ☆  1882-0  (2)  ☆  1890.  Each  is  essentially  brilliant  with  a 
whisper  of  pale  gold.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1497  Group  of  1882-S  dollars  grading  average  MS-65.  Some  are  bril¬ 
liant,  while  others  are  lightly  toned.  (Total:  19  pieces) 

1498  PCGS-certified  Morgan  dollar  pair:  ☆  1883  MS-66  ☆  1885-0  MS- 
65.  Each  is  essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  pearl  gray. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

1499  Frosty  Philadelphia  Mint  dollar  offering.  Average  MS-65:  ☆  1883 
(3)  ☆  1887  (6).  The  pieces  are  variously  brilliant  or  lightly  toned. 
(Total:  9  pieces) 

1500  Group  of  frosty  1883-0  dollars  grading  average  MS-65.  Most  are 
brilliant.  One  has  some  obverse  toning  spots.  (Total:  10  pieces) 


Lovely  1883-S  Dollar 


1501  1883-S  MS-64  (NGC).  The  devices  are  frosty  while  the  fields  are 

satiny.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  rich  golden 
brown  at  the  rims. 


1883- S  MS-63.  Frosty  and  essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
champagne  iridescence.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  defined. 
A  key  issue  at  this  grade  level,  the  1883-S  is  in  strong  demand. 
Doubtless,  this  will  be  a  very  special  coin  to  the  successful  bidder. 

1884- CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of 
pastel  gold.  The  devices  are  sharp  frosty  cameos  and  the  fields  are 
blazing  mirrors. 

Mostly  brilliant  New  Orleans  Mint  dollar  grouping.  Average  MS- 

65:  ☆  1884-0  (5)  ☆  1885-0  (4)  ☆  1898-0  ☆  1899-0  (3)  ☆  1900-0 
(3)  ☆  1902-0  ☆  1904-0  (2).  (Total:  19  pieces) 


1502 


1503 


1504 


Celebrated  1884-S  $1 


1505  1884-S  MS-63.  Mottled  golden  brown  and  champagne  iridescence 

complements  the  satiny  surfaces.  Close  examination  reveals  some 
faint  mint-caused  planchet  striations  on  the  eagle’s  breast  and  the 
hair  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear.  Traditionally  considered  to  be  one 
of  the  key  issues  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series  in  Mint  State.  A  sig¬ 
nificant  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 


Uncirculated 


1884-S  Dollar 


1506  1884-S  MS-62.  A  handsome  example  having  frosty  devices  and  sat¬ 
iny  fields.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pale  uniform  champagne  irides¬ 
cence.  Another  opportunity  to  acquire  an  attractive  example  of 
this  famous  rarity. 


1507  Roll  of  1885  dollars  grading  average  MS-65.  Several  have  toning. 
(Total:  20  pieces) 

1508  PCGS-certified  silver  dollar  trio:  ☆  1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant  ☆ 

1887/6-0  Overdate.  MS-61.  Toned  ☆  1891-CC  MS-62.  Toned.  (To¬ 
tal:  3  pieces) 

1509  San  Francisco  Mint  quartette:  ☆  1885-S  MS-63/65,  prooflike  ☆ 
1888-S  MS-64  ☆  1899-S  (2).  MS-65  and  MS-64.  The  1888-S  has  vivid 
orange  toning  at  the  rims;  the  other  pieces  are  brilliant.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 

1510  Group  of  1886  Morgan  dollars  grading  average  MS-65.  Most  are 
brilliant.  (Total:  11  pieces) 

1511  1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  Pearl  gray  toning  at 
the  center  changes  to  delicate  gold  at  the  borders. 
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Rare  DMPL  1887/6  $1 


1512  1887/6  Overdale.  MS-64  DMPL  (PCCS).  The  devices  are  frosty 
and  the  fields  are  deeply  reflective.  Both  surfaces  are  mosdy  bril¬ 
liant  with  some  blushes  of  delicate  natural  iridescence.  A  particu¬ 
larly  high-grade  example  of  an  issue  which  is  not  widely  known 
and  which  in  any  event  is  quite  rare  in  higher  grades. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2  finer  (MS-65  DMPL  finest). 

Those  with  an  interest  in  the  history  of  astronomy  know  well  that  Clyde 
Tombaugh  in  the  late  1920s  suspected  the  existence  of  a  planet,  based  upon 
certain  perturbations,  but  no  planet  had  been  discovered.  Using  his  knowl¬ 
edge,  in  1930,  he  was  the  first  to  identify  what  we  now  know  as  the  planet 
Pluto.  In  a  somewhat  related  vein,  sort  of,  we  suggest  to  numismatists  that 
1887  was  a  very  good  mintage  year  for  overdates.  Today,  multiple  overdate 
dies  are  known  in  such  series  as  the  nickel  three-cent  pieces  and  silver  dollars. 
While  low-mintage  quarter  dollars  and  half  dollars  do  not  seem  to  offer  a  fer¬ 
tile  field  for  finding  1887/6  overdates,  we  would  not  be  a  bit  surprised  if 
someone  were  to  find  an  Indian  cent.  Liberty  Head  nickel,  dime,  or  gold  coin 
with  the  1887/6  overdate. 


Lovely  1887-S/S  $1 


1513  1887-S/S  MS-65.  Warm  golden  gray  iridescence  complements 
both  surfaces.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  and  deeply  delin¬ 
eated. 

VAM-2  is  the  rarest  individual  variety  listed  among  1887-S  dollars. 

1514  1887-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  The  devices 
are  frosty  and  the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  sat¬ 
iny  and  prooflike. 

1515  Lustrous  1888  dollar  quintette.  Average  MS-65.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1516  Quartette  of  mostly  brilliant  1888-0  dollars:  ☆  MS-65  (3)  ☆  MS- 
64  DMPL.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


Splendid  1889  Dollar 


1517  1889  Proof-64.  Intermingled  blue,  gold,  and  violet  surfaces.  The 
devices  are  satiny  with  most  design  features  defined  to  full  advan¬ 
tage;  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective. 

Although  811  Proofs  were  minted  of  this  date,  there  was  a  fairly  high  attri¬ 
tion  rate,  both  from  pieces  having  been  spent  for  face  value  and  also  coins 
being  mishandled.  Today  examples  at  the  Proof-64  or  finer  level  are  quite 
scarce. 


1518  1889-CC  MS-60  (ANACS).  Pale  champagne  toning  on  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  Most  design  features  are  sharply  defined.  A  small  milling 
mark  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  This  is  the  key  to  the 
Carson  City  series  and,  as  always,  will  certainly  attract  widespread 
bidding  attention. 


Lustrous  1889-CC  Dollar 


1519  1889-CC  MS-60.  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  The  devices  are 
frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  can  be 
seen  just  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear,  but  most  other  design  features 
are  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired.  Another  Mint  State  example  of 
this  watershed  issue. 


1520  1889-CC  EF-40.  Intermingled  pewter  gray  and  charcoal  gray  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  centers  changes  to  vivid  golden  brown  at  the  borders.  A 
nice  example  of  the  rarest,  most  acclaimed  issue  among  Morgan 
silver  dollars  struck  at  the  Carson  City  Mint. 
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Elusive  1889-0  $1 


1521  1889-0  MS-65.  Golden  gray  iridescence  at  the  centers  changes  to 
golden  brown  and  violet  peripherally.  A  touch  of  striking  softness 
is  noted  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear  and  on  the  eagle’s  breast.  This  is 
typical  for  the  issue.  The  present  piece  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have 
offered  in  recent  times. 

1522  1889-0  MS-64.  Satiny  lustre.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pas¬ 
tel  gold  on  the  high  points  of  the  designs. 

Lovely  1890  Morgan  $1 


1523  1890  MS-65.  Frosty  lustre.  Both  surfaces  have  attractive  golden 

toning.  Blushes  of  pink  and  blue  ornament  the  obverse  border. 

:  1524  Certified  Morgan  dollar  trio:  ☆  1890  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned 

☆  1891  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant  ☆  1896-0  AU-50  (ANACS). 
Lightly  toned.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

High-Grade  1891  $1 


K  1525  1891  MS-65.  Delicate  pearl  gray  iridescence  enhances  the  frosty 

surfaces. 


1526  1891-CC  MS-64.  Intermingled  golden  gray  and  lilac  iridescence. 
The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny. 

1527  1891-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant  at  the  center  changing  to  pleasing  gold  at 
the  rims.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  have  a  texture  be¬ 
tween  satiny  and  prooflike. 

Housed  in  a  Numex  holder  graded  MS-64. 

1528  1891-0  MS-64.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  complements  the 
frosty  surfaces. 

1529  1892-CC  MS-64.  Essentially  brilliant  with  a  nuance  of  pale  gold. 
The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Fairly  elusive  in  the 
context  of  Carson  City  silver  dollars.  Examples  at  the  MS-64  grade 
are  not  often  seen. 

Delightful  1893  Dollar 


1530  1893  Proof-64.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  with  blushes  of 
golden  brown  and  electric  blue  peripherally.  A  touch  of  striking 
softness  can  be  seen  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear,  but  most  other  de¬ 
sign  features  are  sharp. 

A  proof  mintage  of  just  792  plus  a  scarce  characteristic  of  high-grade  busi¬ 
ness  strike  combine  to  make  this  a  very  desirable  Philadelphia  Mint  silver  dol¬ 
lar.  Worthy  of  a  strong  bid! 

1531  1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  surfaces.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 
hints  of  golden  brown  and  gray.  Fairly  elusive  in  business  strike 
form  at  this  grade  level. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Tradition 

We’ve  been  supplying  choice,  rare,  and  desirable 
coins  to  collectors,  museums,  dealers,  and  others  ever 
since  Dave  Bowers  began  his  dealership  back  in  1953. 
Along  the  way  we  have  handled  our  share — and  more— 
of  the  world’s  great  collections  and  rarities.  Thousands 
of  properties  have  come  our  way,  and  we’ve  helped  tens 
of  thousands,  probably  hundreds  of  thousands,  of  col¬ 
lectors  enrich  their  holdings.  If  you  are  a  past  Bowers 
and  Merena  client,  we  look  forward  to  having  you 
participate  in  this  sale  as  well.  If  you  are  new  to  us, 
welcome,  and  use  this  auction  as  an  ideal  way  to  get 

started. 
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Delightful  Prooflike  1893-CC  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1532  1893-CC  MS-64,  prooflike.  Sharply  struck  with  almost  all  design 
features  showing  bold  detail  definition.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pale 
champagne  iridescence.  The  frosty  motifs  show  pronounced 
cameo  contrast  against  the  mirror  fields.  A  few  trivial  rim  bruises 
can  be  seen. 

The  1893-CC  dollar  is  the  third  rarest  Carson  City  Morgan  silver  dollar,  with 
1879-CC  coming  first  and  1889-CC  coming  second  in  the  runner-up  position. 
Today,  1893-CC  dollars  are  elusive  in  all  grades,  and  the  offering  is  this  cata¬ 
logue  of  multiple  pieces  can  be  viewed  as  quite  unusual. 


Impressive  1893-CC  Dollar 


1533  1893-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  The  fields  are  satiny  and  brilliant.  A 
hint  of  golden  gray  iridescence  enhances  the  frosty  high  points 
and  the  rims. 

Another  worthwhile  example  of  the  last  Carson  City  issue  and  one  of  the 
more  desirable  in  the  series. 


1534  1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant  at  the  centers  changing  to  warm  golden 
brown  at  the  rims.  Both  surfaces  show  pronounced  prooflike  char¬ 
acter,  especially  the  obverse. 

1535  1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Softly  struck  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear 
and  at  the  eagle’s  breast.  Prominent  planchet  striations  can  be 
seen  on  the  high  points  of  both  surfaces. 

1536  1893-CC  MS-61.  Prooflike  obverse.  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with 
wisps  of  golden  gray  at  the  borders.  A  tiny  drift  mark  can  be  seen 
in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  eye,  and  a  small  reverse  rim 
bump  is  noted  at  3:00. 

1537  1893-CC  MS-60,  prooflike.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  frosty  devices 
nicely  complement  the  mirror  fields.  Softly  struck  at  Miss  Liberty’s 
ear  and  at  the  eagle’s  breast. 

1538  1893-CC  MS-60,  prooflike.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  pale 
gold.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is  noted  on  the  high  points  of  the 
designs,  and  a  small  obverse  rim  nick  can  be  seen  at  4:00.  Close 
examination  reveals  a  fine  line  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek. 

1539  1893-CC  MS-60,  prooflike.  The  fields  are  blazing  mirrors  and  the 
devices  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  frosty.  A 
fine  scratch  is  present  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  just  behind  her  nos¬ 
tril.  Softly  struck  on  the  high  points.  A  final  opportunity  to  com¬ 
pete  for  this  popular  issue. 
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Celebrated  1893-S  Dollar 


1540  1893-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned  in  warm  intermingled 
golden  brown  and  lilac  gray.  Traces  of  lustre  can  be  seen  around 
the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  An  above-average  example  of  the 
key  issue  among  San  Francisco  Mint  Morgan  silver  dollars.  Always 
in  demand. 

1541  1893-S  G-6  (PCI).  Golden  gray  toning  with  wisps  of  deep  toning 
around  the  design  elements. 

1542  1894-S  MS-63.  Pearl  gray  toning  with  splashes  of  vivid  orange-gold. 

1543  1894-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Slate  gray  toning  with  pale  gold  and  lilac 
highlights. 


1544 


Blazing  1895-0  $1 


1895-0  AU-58  DMPL  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  just 
a  hint  of  gold  at  the  rims.  The  majority  of  design  features  are  sharp 
save  for  a  few  strands  of  hair  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 


i  1545  1895-0  AU-58.  The  obverse  has  orange-gold  and  violet  at  the  cen¬ 

ter  changing  to  electric  blue  at  the  border.  The  reverse  is  mostly 
brilliant  at  the  center  changing  to  gold,  violet,  and  blue  at  the  rims. 
A  narrow  diagonal  drift  mark  can  be  seen  to  the  left  of  the  eagle. 


1547  1895-S  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers  with  tinges  of  gold  at 
the  borders.  A  fine  scratch  extends  from  Liberty’s  forehead  to¬ 
wards  the  rim. 

1548  Silver  dollar  quartette:  ☆  1895-S  VF-30  ☆  1903-0  AU-58  ☆  1921 
Peace.  MS-63  ☆  1928  AU-50.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


1549  1896  Proof-63.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  gold.  The 
devices  are  sharp  frosty  cameos  and  the  fields  are  deeply  reflective. 
Relatively  small  Proof  mintage  of  762  coins,  of  which  the  majority 
have  disappeared  or  have  been  impaired  in  one  way  or  another. 
Proof-63  represents  a  worthwhile  compromise  between  high  grade 
and  relatively  low  current  market  price. 


Frosty  1896-0  Dollar 


1550  1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  complements 
the  frosty  surfaces. 


Handsome  1896-S  $1 


155 1  1896-S  MS-64.  A  splendid  example  having  frosty  devices  and  lovely 

golden  iridescence.  The  obverse  field  is  prooflike.  An  outstanding 
example  of  one  of  the  key  San  Francisco  issues  toward  the  end  of 
the  series.  The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  this  one. 


1546  1895-S  AU-55.  Pewter  gray  iridescence  ornaments  the  central  ar¬ 

eas.  Wisps  of  gold  and  violet  enhance  the  rims. 
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Attractive  1897  Dollar 


Lustrous  1903-S  $1 


1552  1897  Proof-64.  The  fields  are  blazing  mirrors  and  the  devices  have 
a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  frosty.  Most  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  defined  to  full  advantage. 

Proof  mintage  of  just  731  pieces.  An  attractive  example  that  will  certainly  fit 
in  a  high-quality  date  set.  Today’s  market  in  1997  offers  many  opportunities 
for  the  value-conscious  buyer.  A  complete  run  of  Proof  Morgan  dollars  of  the 
early  dates,  1878-1904,  makes  a  beautiful  display  and  can  be  assembled  at  a 
fraction  of  what  such  a  set  would  have  cost  in  the  late  1980s. 

1553  1897-0  MS-61.  Pleasing  golden  toning  on  frosty  surfaces. 


1554  1900  Proof-63.  Pale  golden  toning  complements  the  sharp  satiny 
devices  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  Most  design  features  are  boldly 
and  deeply  defined.  Only  912  Proofs  were  struck. 

1555  1900-O/CC  MS-65.  A  lovely  lustrous  gem  having  brilliant  central 
areas  and  golden  rims. 

First  identified  by  Will  W.  Neil,  of  Baldwin,  Kansas,  the  variety  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  1920s.  However,  after  that  time  it  largely  disappeared  from  the 
literature  and  was  not  represented  in  the  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States 
Coins  or  the  Guide  Book.  In  the  1960s  it  was  “rediscovered,”  and  since  that  time 
it  has  been  an  object  of  great  desire.  Several  different  varieties  exist. 

The  issue  had  its  genesis  in  the  year  1900  by  which  time  it  was  recognized 
that  the  Carson  City  Mint,  which  had  not  struck  coins  since  1893,  would  be 
producing  no  more  issues  in  the  future.  Accordingly,  a  group  of  perfectly  us¬ 
able  reverse  dies  for  the  Morgan  dollar,  each  with  “CC”  on  it,  were  changed  in 
the  Die  Department  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  (where  all  dies,  including  those 
for  branch  mints,  are  prepared).  The  CC  letters  were  partially  effaced,  and  an 
O  (for  New  Orleans)  mintmark  was  boldly  punched  in  the  position.  However, 
under  magnification  the  earlier  CC  mintmark  can  still  be  seen  on  coins  struck 
from  such  dies. 

1556  1900-O/CC  MS-65.  The  fields  are  brilliant.  Pastel  gold  ornaments 
the  high  points  and  rims. 

Once  again  we  suggest  that  the  prospective  bidder  take  advantage  of  our 
One  Lot  Only  option  discussed  under  our  Terms  of  Sale.  In  that  way  you  can 
bid  on  multiple  examples  of  this  interesting  overmintmark  silver  dollar,  but  be 
assured  of  winning  no  more  than  one. 

1557  1900-O/CC  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of  delicate 
champagne  iridescence. 

1558  1900-O/CC  MS-65.  Appealing  satiny  lustre.  Mostly  brilliant  with 
delicate  blushes  of  pastel  gray  and  gold. 

1559  Pair  of  brilliant  PCGS-certified  1900-O/CC  dollars  grading  MS- 

64  each.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1560  1902  MS-6.5.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  nick  can  be  seen  near  the  tip  of 
Miss  Liberty's  bust  truncation. 


1561  1903-S  MS-61.  Fully  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with  blushes 

and  splashes  of  gold  and  lilac.  A  key  issue  from  the  tail-end  of  the 
main  Morgan  dollar  series. 


1562  1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  brown  toning  on 
lustrous  surfaces.  High  relief,  as  are  all  Peace  dollars  of  this  year. 

1563  1922  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  delightful  satiny  gem  example,  much  finer 
than  most  Uncirculated  examples  seen.  Pale  champagne  irides¬ 
cence  enhances  both  surfaces. 

1564  1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  on  satiny  sur¬ 
faces. 

1565  Quintette  of  PCGS-certified  Peace  dollars  grading  MS-64  each. 

Essentially  brilliant.  All  different  issues:  ☆  1923-S  ☆  1925-S  ☆  1934 
☆  1934-D  ☆  1935-S.  Three  Rays  beneath  ONE.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1566  1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delightful  golden  gray  iridescence  en¬ 
hances  the  frosty  surfaces. 

1567  1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny. 

1568  1926  MS-65.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes 
of  gold. 

1569  1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  There  is  a  tiny  spot  be¬ 
neath  M  in  UNUM. 

1570  1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  mostly  brilliant,  with  blushes  of 
gold  on  the  high  points  of  the  designs.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
series  at  this  grade  level.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  who  wants  to 
obtain  a  high-grade  piece  at  a  fraction  of  what  a  slightly  finer  MS- 
65  piece  would  cost. 

1571  1934-S  AU-50.  Essentially  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold.  Most  of 
the  original  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  A  scratch  is 
present  on  Miss  Liberty’s  chin. 

1572  1935  MS-65  (ANACS).  Satiny  lustre.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with 
blushes  of  pale  gold. 

1573  1935-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rich  frosty  lustre.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  a 
pleasing  nuance  of  pale  gold. 

Variety  with  three  r.ivs  beneath  ONF,  on  the  reverse. 
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Trade  dollars 


1574  Trade  dollar  assortment:  ☆  1873  MS-60.  Counter-stamped  “G  E 
H,”  probably  by  someone  stateside  (rather  than  the  Orient);  trade 
dollars  were  legal  tender  at  the  time  ☆  1873-CC  L-12.  Lirst  Carson 
City  issue  of  the  series,  a  classic,  always  in  demand  ☆  1873-S  AU- 
50,  cleaned  ☆  1874  AU-50  ☆  1875-CC  EF40,  with  edge  bumps  ☆ 
1875-S  AU-50  ☆  1876  Proof-55.  Most  have  toning.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1575  1874  Proof-55.  Brilliant  with  perhaps  95%  of  the  original  mirror  sur¬ 
face  still  surviving  in  the  fields.  Very'  rare  in  Proof.  Second  only  to 
the  1873  in  terms  of  its  scarcity  within  the  Proof  1873-1883  range. 
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Attractive  Proof  1875  Trade  $1 


1576  1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-63.  Intermingled  gold,  blue,  and  violet  toning. 
The  sharp  frosty  devices  contrast  boldly  with  the  deep  mirror  fields. 

For  a  discussion  of  obverse  and  reverse  types  of  trade  dollars,  see  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers’  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 

1577  1875-S  Type  I/II.  MS-62  (NGC).  Warm  golden  gray  iridescence  on 
lustrous  surfaces.  Most  design  features  are  sharp  including  the  ob¬ 
verse  stars. 


Frosty  1876  Trade  $1 


1578  1876  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Sharply  struck  and  frosty.  Pleasing  orange- 
gold  iridescence  ornaments  both  surfaces.  Hints  of  violet  can  be 
seen  at  the  reverse  rim. 

Trade  dollars  were  legal  tender  in  the  United  States  from  their  inception  in 
1873  through  1876,  in  which  latter  year  on  July  22,  Congress  eliminated  their  legal 
tender  status.  After  that  time,  trade  dollars  were  still  seen  in  the  United  States,  but 
no  longer  traded  at  par.  Rather,  they  were  valued  at  their  silver  content. 

Trade  dollars  were  a  spectacular  success  for  the  purpose  intended  during 
their  time  of  issue.  However,  in  1878,  the  politicos  seized  an  even  larger  op 
portunity,  and  under  the  Bland-Allison  Act  it  was  mandated  that  Uncle  Sam 
buy  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  silver  each  month,  and  coin  it  into  silver  dol¬ 
lars.  The  trade  dollar  was  unceremoniously  discontinued. 

1579  1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-60.  Fully  brilliant.  The  reverse  shows  pro¬ 
nounced  cameo  contrast. 

1580  1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-60.  Pale  champagne  toning  complements 
the  frosty  devices  and  mirrored  fields. 

1581  Trade  dollar  quartette:  ☆  1876  Type  I/II.  MS-60,  prooflike  ☆ 
1876-S  Type  I/I.  AU-50,  brushed  ☆  1877-S  (2).  MS-60  and  AU-58. 
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Most  are  brilliant.  One  of  the  1877-S  examples  has  toning.  (Total: 
4  pieces) 

1582  1876-CC  Type  I/II.  AU-55.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  on  satiny 
surfaces.  A  faint  scratch  can  be  seen  above  the  date. 


Splendid  1877  Trade  $1 


1583  1877  Proof-64.  Vivid  blue,  gold,  and  violet  toning  ornaments  the 
frosty  devices  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  Always  a  popular  date, 
due  to  the  relatively  low  Proof  mintage  plus  the  certain  “magic” 
that  the  year  1877  has  in  general,  a  transferrence  from  the  famous 

.  rarity  of  the  cent,  three-cents,  and  nickel  of  this  particular  year. 

1584  1877-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  iridescence.  The  devices 
are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  All  of  the  obverse  stars  show 
their  radials,  and  the  eagle’s  feather  and  claw  details  are  boldly 
defined. 


Outstanding  1878  Trade  $1 

Proof-Only  Issue 


1585  1878  Proof-64.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  glitter¬ 

ing  mirror  fields.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  pale 
gold  at  the  borders.  The  first  of  the  illustrious  “Proof-only”  trade 
dollar  issues.  A  highly  important  coin,  worthy  of  a  strong  bid. 


Proof-Only  1878  Trade  $1 


1586  1878  Proof-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  with  blushes  of  grav. 
Both  surfaces  exhibit  wire  rims,  and  the  reverse  shows  pro- 
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nounced  cameo  contrast.  Another  opportunity  to  compete  for  this 
classic  rare  issue.  Just  900  pieces  were  struck. 


1587  1878  Proof-62.  Pleasing  golden  toning  on  both  surfaces  with  wisps 
of  blue  at  the  obverse  border. 

1588  1878-CC  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  ob¬ 
verse  field  has  been  tooled  and  polished,  thus  accounting  for  the 
assigned  net  grade.  A  significant  opportunity  for  the  budget-con¬ 
scious  numismatist  to  acquire  the  scarcest  of  all  business  strike  is¬ 
sues  in  the  trade  dollar  series. 


Desirable  1879  Trade  $1 


1589  1879  Proof-63.  Vivid  blue,  gold,  and  violet  toning  enhances  both 
surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  cameos  and  the  fields  are  glittering 
mirrors.  Ever-popular  Proof-only  issue. 

1590  1879  Proof-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  reverse  shows  pronounced 
cameo  contrast. 


Proof-Only  1880  Trade  $1 


1591  1880  Proof-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  The  frosty  design  ele¬ 
ments  contrast  nicely  with  the  deep  mirror  fields.  There  is  a  small 
lint  mark  to  the  right  of  the  date. 

1592  1880  Proof-60.  Orange-gold  and  violet  toning  in  the  central  areas 
changes  to  electric  blue  at  the  rims. 

1593  1880  Proof-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the  original  mirror 
quality  still  surviving  in  the  fields. 


Delightful  1881  Trade  $1 


1594  1881  Proof-64.  Appealing  gold  toning  enhances  both  surfaces.  Vir¬ 
tually  all  design  features  are  boldly  and  deeply  defined,  including 
the  obverse  stars  and  the  eagle’s  claw  and  feather  details. 

Proof  mintage  of  only  960  pieces,  one  of  the  relatively  few  19th-century 
American  silver  issues  with  a  total  production  figure— business  strikes  and 
Proofs  combined— below  the  1,000  mark.  Within  the  trade  dollar  series  there 
are  several  such  issues,  among  which  are  the  1878  (total  mintage  900),  1881 
(960),  and  1883  (979).  Ending  the  series  are  the  formidable  rarities,  1884  (10) 
and  1885  (5). 

1595  1881  Proof-61.  Vividly,  albeit  artificially,  toned  in  blue,  violet,  and 
gold.  Popular  and  rare  Proof-only  issue. 

1596  1881  Proof-58.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  pale  gold 
on  the  high  points  and  rims. 


Quality  1882  Trade  $1 


1597  1882  Proof-63.  Mostly  pale  champagne  toning  with  wisps  and 
splashes  of  golden  brown  and  blue.  Both  surfaces  show  bold 
cameo  contrast.  Another  scarce  and  very  popular  Proof-only  issue. 

Attractive  1882  Trade  $1 


1598  1882  Proof-63.  Intermingled  orange-gold  and  pewter  gray  irides¬ 
cence  in  the  central  areas  changes  to  electric  blue  and  violet  at  the 
borders.  Most  design  features  are  sharp  including  the  eagle's  claw 
and  feather  details.  Another  example  to  compete  for  an  issue 
which  is  quite  scarce.  Just  1,097  Proofs  were  struck. 
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Vivid  1883  Trade  $1 


1599  1883  Proof-64.  Vividly  and  attractively  toned  in  blue,  violet,  and 
gold.  Last  of  the  readily  collectible  Proof-only  issues,  itself  a  scarce 
coin.  One  of  relatively  few  19th-century  American  silver  coins  with 
a  total  mintage  less  than  1,000  pieces. 

Lovely  Proof-Only  1883  Trade  $1 


1600  1883  Proof-64.  Warmly  toned  in  vivid  gold-gray  and  violet,  changing 

to  electric  blue  at  the  peripheries.  Most  design  features  are  bold  save 
for  some  obverse  stars  and  the  high  points  of  Miss  Liberty’s  hair. 

Blazing  1883  Trade  Dollar 


1601  1883  Proof-64.  The  obverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center  with  pale  gold 

at  the  border.  The  reverse  has  champagne  iridescence  in  the  fields 
and  warm  golden  gray  toning  on  the  high  points. 


1602  1883  Proof-62.  I  ovely  golden  toning.  The  eagle  motif  is  especially 

frosty  on  this  example.  A  final  opportunity  to  acquire  this  popular 
Proof-only  date. 


Mint  Error 


1603  1898-0  half  dollar.  AU-50.  Broadstruck.  With  plain  edge,  the 
reeding  being  absent.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  gold  and 
violet.  Most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields, 
especially  on  the  reverse. 

Miscellaneous  I  i.s,  coins 

1604  Copper  and  silver  assortment:  ☆  1794  half  cent.  G-6/AG-3,  oxi¬ 
dized  surfaces  ☆  1857  half  cent.  AU-50  ☆  1875-S  20-cent  piece.  VF- 
20  ☆  1805  quarter  dollar.  G-6  ☆  1854  quarter  dollar.  Arrows.  EF- 
40  ☆  1877-S  trade  dollar.  AU-50.  Some  are  brilliant;  others  are 
toned.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

A  group  such  as  this  is  very  interesting  to  own,  as  each  coin  has  its  individual 
story,  a  background  that  will  come  alive  upon  reading  Walter  Breen 's  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  or  another  standard  reference. 

1605  Eclectic  offering  with  an  emphasis  on  19th-century  issues:  ☆ 

1797  half  cent.  1  Above  1,  Plain  Edge.  VG-8.  One  of  the  most  out¬ 
standing  die  cutting  blunders  of  the  era  ☆  1853  half  cent.  AU-50  ☆ 
1814  cent.  Crosslet  4.  Net  VF-20  ☆  1866  nickel  five-cent  piece. 
Repunched  date.  AU-50.  First  year  of  the  denomination  ☆  1829 
.  half  dime.  EF-40.  First  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  design  ☆  1837  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  half  dime.  Small  Date.  VF-30  ☆  1875-S  20-cent  piece. 
EF-45  ☆  1834  half  dollar.  Small  Date  and  Letters.  EF-40  ☆  1843 
half  dollar.  EF-40  ☆  1853  half  dollar.  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-45  ☆ 
1847  dollar.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF-40  with  an  obverse  rim 
cut.  A  very  nice  lot  that  contains  many  different  coin  design 
types— a  running  start  on  a  type  set.  (Total:  11  pieces) 

1606  19th-century  copper  and  silver  assortment:  ☆  1833  half  cent.  AU- 
55  ☆  1859  trime.  MS-62  ☆  1862  trime.  MS-63  ☆  1863  half  dime. 
Proof-62.  One  of  the  most  highly  prized  dates  of  this  era;  low  mint¬ 
age  in  Proof  as  well  as  related  business  strike  format  ☆  1870  half 
dime.  MS-63  ☆  1875-CC  20-cent  piece.  AU-50.  The  only  readily 
collectible  Carson  City  coin  of  this  denomination  (the  only  other 
contender,  the  1876-CC,  being  a  legendary  rarity)  ☆  1875-S  20- 
cent  piece.  EF-40.  Some  pieces  are  brilliant;  others  have  toning. 
(Total:  7  pieces) 

1607  19th-century  copper  selection:  ☆  1833  half  cent.  AU-50  ☆  1834 
half  cent.  AU-55  ☆  1851  half  cent.  MS-63  BN  ☆  1854  half  cent.  MS- 
63  BN  ☆  1837  cent.  Plain  Cord,  Medium  Letters.  MS-60/63  ☆ 

•  1854  cent.  MS-60.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

1608  Copper  and  bronze  coinage  group:  ☆  1834  half  cent.  B-l,  C-l.  MS- 
60  ☆  1835  half  cent.  B-2,  C-2.  MS-63  BN  ☆  1856  large  cent.  Up¬ 
right  5.  N-ll.  MS-62,  dipped  ☆  1865  two-cent  piece.  MS-63  RB. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

1609  19th-century  copper  trio:  H  1854  half  cent.  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60  ☆ 
1817  large  cent.  13  Stars.  N-14.  MS-62  BN  ☆  1857  large  cent.  Large 
Date.  N-l.  MS-60.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1610  Lustrous  trio:  ☆  1818  cent.  AU-58  ☆  1917  half  dollar.  MS-62. 
Toned  ☆  1885-CC  dollar.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1611  Eclectic  offering  with  emphasis  on  19th-century  issues,  all  differ¬ 
ent  design  types:  ☆  1850  cent.  MS-64  RB  ☆  1858  cent.  Small  Let¬ 
ters.  MS-63  ☆  1873  nickel  five-cent  piece.  Closed  3.  Proof-64  ☆ 
1835  dime.  AU-58  ☆  1914  half  eagle.  AU-58.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1612  19th-century  trio:  ☆  1859  cent.  MS-60,  cleaned  ☆  1811/9 
Overdate  dime.  Net  F-12  ☆  1877  trade  dollar.  MS-60,  hairlined 
with  an  obverse  scratch.  (Total:  3  pieces) 
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1613  Gem-quality  20th-century  quartette:  ☆  1909  Indian  cent.  Proof-64 
RB  ☆  1930  cent.  MS-65  RD  ☆  1943  half  dollar.  MS-64  ☆  1946-D 
half  dollar.  MS-65.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1614  Copper,  nickel,  and  silver  assortment:  ☆  1909  Indian  cent.  MS-65 
RD  ☆  1865  two-cent  piece.  MS-60  ☆  1865  nickel  three-cent  piece. 
MS-60,  spots  ☆  1851  trime.  EF-45  ☆  1861  trime.  AU-55  ☆  1866 
Shield  nickel.  With  Rays.  AU-50  ☆1853  dime.  Arrows.  AU-50  ☆ 
1875-S  20-cent  piece.  EFM5  ☆  1857  quarter  dollar.  AU-50  ☆  1827 
half  dollar.  Square-Base  2.  AU-55.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

1615  Copper  and  silver  group  with  emphasis  on  20th-century  issues: 

☆  1909-S  Lincoln  cent.  MS-62.  Scarce  issue  in  this  grade  ☆  1930 
quarter.  MS-63  FH.  Last  year  of  the  type  ☆  1950  half  dollar.  Proof- 
60,  with  hairlines.  First  date  in  the  Proof  Franklin  half  dollar  series 

☆  1951  half  dollar.  Proof-64  ☆  1884-CC  dollar.  MS-62.  The  dollar 
is  brilliant;  the  other  pieces  have  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1616  Five  coins  from  the  early  1920s:  ☆  1920  cent.  MS-64  RB  ☆  1921 
cent.  MS-64  BN  ☆  1920  five-cent  piece.  MS-63  ☆  1921  five-cent 
piece.  MS-64  ☆  1920  dime.  MS-63  FB.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 

1617  Nickel  and  silver  group:  ☆  1879  nickel  three-cent  piece.  Proof-65. 
Toned  ☆  1834  half  dime.  V-l.  MS-61.  Mostly  brilliant  ☆  1837  half 
dime.  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  AU-55.  Brilliant.  A 
nice  trio,  the  components  of  which  would  fit  nicely  into  a  type  set. 
(Total:  3  pieces) 

1618  Uncirculated  19th-century  silver  pair:  ☆  1852  trime.  MS-64  ☆ 
1873-S  half  dime.  MS-64.  Last  year  of  issue  of  this  denomination. 
Each  is  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1619  19th-century  silver  selection:  ☆  1860  trime.  MS-64  ☆  1830  half 
dime.  MS-60  ☆  1843-0  dime.  VF-35.  Scarce  issue  ☆  1864  dime.  F- 
15.  A  key  coin  in  any  and  all  grades  ☆  1875  20-cent  piece.  Net  AU- 
50.  The  last  piece  has  oxidation  on  the  edge  and  at  the  reverse  pe¬ 
riphery.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1620  Certified  19th-century  trio:  ☆  1862  trime.  MS-61  (ANACS)  ☆  1853 
quarter.  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-45  (NGC)  ☆  1853  half  dollar.  Ar¬ 
rows  and  Rays.  EF-40  (ANACS).  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1621  Assortment  of  mostly  toned  nickel,  silver,  and  gold  varieties  in¬ 
cluding  some  Uncirculated  pieces:  ☆  1866  Shield  nickel. 
Repunched  Date.  MS-63.  First  year  of  issue  of  the  design,  and  one 
of  only  two  years  with  rays  on  the  reverse  ☆  1858  half  dime.  MS-62 

☆  1861  half  dime.  Proof-62  ☆  1834  dime.  Large  4.  EF-45  ☆  1835 
dime.  EF-45  ☆  1892-0  dime.  MS-60.  First  year  of  the  Barber  design 
type  ☆  1942/1  Overdate  dime.  EF-45.  Ever  popular.  Most  pieces 
were  retrieved  in  New  York  City  in  the  1940s,  with  one  subway  to¬ 
ken  seller  obtaining  over  1,000  coins  (details  on  request  from  our 
office,  should  the  successful  bidder  wish  the  same)  ☆  1836  quarter 
dollar.  EF-40  ☆  1917  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar.  Type  I.  AU- 
58  ☆  1836  Classic  Head  half  eagle.  VF-30/EF-40.  A  quite  varied 
group,  a  lot  of  numismatic  enjoyment  is  in  store  for  the  purchaser 
when  the  individual  pieces  are  contemplated.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

1622  Quality  nickel  and  silver  group:  ☆  1874  five-cent  piece.  Doubled 
Die  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS)  ☆  1879  quarter  dollar.  AU-50.  Low- 
mintage  date  ☆  1934-D  quarter  dollar.  MS-63  ☆  1866-S  half  dollar. 
No  Motto.  VF-30.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues  of  its  era,  a  classic  in 
the  Liberty  Seated  series  ☆  1886  half  dollar.  Proof-60.  Ever  popu¬ 
lar  scarce  date;  one  of  the  lowest  mintages  in  the  Liberty  Seated  se¬ 
ries  ☆  1888-0  dollar.  MS-65.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

1623  Quality  nickel  and  silver  selection  illustrating  mostly  different 
design  types:  ☆  1886  nickel  five-cent  piece.  Proof-62.  One  of  the 
key  issues  of  the  Liberty  Head  series,  second  only  to  the  1885  in 
srarrity  among  dates  of  the  decade  ☆  1913-S  Buffalo  nickel.  Type 


II.  AU-58.  Quite  scarce,  recognized  as  such  years  ago,  but  today 
more  or  less  overlooked  ☆  1840-0  quarter  dollar.  With  Drapery. 
EF-40.  Popular  New  Orleans  issue  ☆  1894  quarter  dollar.  MS-62  ☆ 
1917  Standing  Liberty  quarter.  Type  I.  MS-63,  with  reverse 
scratches  ☆  1825  half  dollar.  AU-50  ☆  1836  half  dollar.  Lettered 
Edge.  AU-50  ☆  1854  half  dollar.  Arrows.  AU-50.  The  majority  of 
pieces  are  toned.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

Special  Norweb  Grouping 

1624  Offering  of  nickel,  silver,  and  gold  issues  from  the  famous 
Norweb  Collection:  ☆  1911  five-cent  piece.  Proof-63  ☆  1913  Buf¬ 
falo  five-cent  piece.  Type  I.  MS-65  ☆  1917  dime.  MS-65  FB  ☆  1930 
dime.  MS-64  FB  ☆  1931-D  dime.  MS-65  FB  ☆  1935  half  dollar.  MS- 
65  ☆  1912  quarter  eagle.  AU-55  to  58.  A  finer  pedigree  cannot  be 
imagined.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

American  coins  from  the  Norweb  Collection  were  sold  by  us  in  a  series  of 
sales  in  1987-1988,  the  catalogues  for  which  endure  as  reference  and  reading 
classics  today. 

1625  Gem-quality  selection.  All  are  NGC-certified  except  where  noted: 

☆  1913  Buffalo  nickel.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS)  ☆  1879-S  dollar.  3rd 
Reverse.  MS-65  ☆  1881-S  dollar  (2).  MS-66  and  MS-65  ☆  1935-D 
Arkansas  commemorative  half  dollar.  MS-65.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1626  Offering  of  Uncirculated  (mostly  MS-65)  20th-century  varieties, 
all  different  issues:  ☆  1921  nickel.  MS-65  ☆  1925  nickel.  MS-65  ☆ 
1926  nickel.  MS-65  ☆  1931-S  nickel.  MS-65.  Popular  low-mintage 
date  ☆  1927  dime.  MS-65  FSB  ☆  1928  dime.  MS-65  FSB  ☆  1935-D 
quarter.  MS-64.  Quite  scarce  relative  to  the  demand  for  this  issue 
in  high  grades  ☆  1935-S  quarter.  MS-65  ☆  1936-S  quarter.  MS-65  ☆ 
1938-S  quarter.  MS-65  ☆  1940-D  quarter.  MS-65  ☆  1935-D  half  dol¬ 
lar.  MS-63.  A  few  pieces  have  light  toning;  most  are  brilliant.  (To¬ 
tal:  12  pieces) 

“Group  lots”  are  always  popular  in  our  sales,  and  many  bidders  are  attracted 
to  them. 

1627  Uncirculated  silver  coinage  quartette,  with  emphasis  on 
mintmarks:  ☆  1873-S  half  dime.  MS-63  ☆  1882-CC  dollar.  MS-63  ☆ 
1884-CC  dollar.  MS-63  ☆  1937-D  Oregon  Trail  commemorative 
half  dollar.  MS-64.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1628  Silver  and  gold  assortment  with  emphasis  on  19th-century 
pieces:  ☆  1837  dime.  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  AU-50, 
artificially  toned  with  a  repair  at  2:00  ☆  1853  dime.  Arrows.  MS-60 

☆  1818  quarter  dollar.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  reverse 
scratched  ☆  1821  quarter  dollar.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF-45, 
processed  ☆  1831  quarter  dollar.  Large  Letters.  Net  EFMO;  sharp¬ 
ness  of  AU-50,  with  reverse  scratches  ☆  1880  quarter  dollar.  Proof- 
60  with  small  reverse  gouge  ☆  1891-0  quarter  dollar.  Net  VF-20; 
sharpness  of  AU-50  whizzed  ☆  1926  Sesquicentennial  commemo¬ 
rative  quarter  eagle.  MS-60.  While  a  number  of  these  coins  have 
problems,  still  the  pieces  are  quite  interesting  numismatically,  and 
it  can  be  argued  that  having  a  group  of  coins  such  as  this  might  be 
as  much  of  an  enjoyment  as  a  single  unimpaired  coin  of  a  higher 
grade.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

1629  Liberty  Seated  coinage  quartette  grading  average  AU-50:  ☆  1853 
dime.  Arrows  ☆  1859  dime  ☆  1854  half  dollar.  Arrows  ☆  1873  half 
dollar.  Arrows.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1630  Mostly  brilliant  20th-century  quartette:  ☆  1941  dime.  Proof-66  ☆ 
1942  dime.  Proof-64  ☆  1941  half  dollar  (2).  Pi  oof-65  and  Proof-63. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

1631  Silver  coinage  quartette,  all  with  light  toning:  ☆  1900  quartet 
AU-50  ☆  1834  half  dollar.  Large  Date  and  Letters.  AU-50  ☆  1860-S 
half  dollar.  AU-50  ☆  1903  half  dollar.  AU-58.  (Total:  4  pieces) 
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1632 


1633 

1634 


1635 


1636 

1637 


1638 


1639 


1640 


I  1641 

)  1642 


il  1643 


1644 


B  1645 


Gem-quality  silver  trio:  ☆  1942  half  dollar.  MS-66.  Toned  ☆  1943 
half  dollar.  MS-66.  Toned  ☆  1878  Morgan  dollar.  Doubled 
Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

Gem-quality  20th-century  pair:  ☆  1944  half  dollar.  MS-65  ☆  1946 
Iowa  commemorative  half  dollar.  MS-64.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


1646  Brilliant  gold  trio:  ☆  1911  half  eagle.  AU-55  ☆  1894  eagle.  EF-45 
H  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-55.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

Canadian  Coins 


Silver  and  gold  quartette:  ☆  1944-D  half  dollar.  MS-64  ☆  1880-S 
dollar.  MS-65  PL  (PCGS)  ☆  1908  quarter  eagle.  AU-50  ☆  1895  half 
eagle.  MS-60.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Early  dollar  trio,  including:  ☆  1802  BB-242,  B-5.  Rarity-4+.  VF-20. 
Small  rim  mark  below  date,  otherwise  problem-free  ☆  1871  EF-40. 
Richly  toned  peripheries.  File  marks  below  date,  reverse  fields 
smoothed  in  areas  ☆  1873  trade  dollar.  EF-40,  dipped.  Scattered 
surface  marks,  reverse  rim  lightly  filed  in  places.  (Total:  3  pieces) 
Three  coins,  each  of  a  different  design  type— with  obvious  possibilities  for 
anyone  starting  a  type  set. 


1647  1858  five-cent  piece.  Large  Date  over  Small  Date.  VF-30  (AN ACS). 
Intermingled  gold  and  lilac-gray  iridescence  with  wisps  of  satiny 
lustre  surviving  at  the  borders  and  around  the  design  elements. 

First  year  of  Canadian  decimal  coinage.  Pieces  were  struck  at  the  Royal 
Mint,  London. 


19th-century  silver  pair,  both  with  light  toning:  ☆  1872  dollar.  EF- 
45,  with  some  trivial  reverse  rim  bruises  ☆  1875-S  trade  dollar. 
Type  I/I.  AU-50.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

Silver  coinage  quartette,  all  with  toning:  ☆  1894  dollar.  EF-40  ☆ 
1903-0  dollar.  MS-63  ☆  1876-S  trade  dollar.  Type  I/I.  AU-50  ☆ 
1878-S  trade  dollar.  EF-45.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Philadelphia  Mint  gold  quartette:  ☆  1851  dollar.  MS-61.  Brilliant 

☆  1855  dollar.  Type  II.  VF-30.  Pale  olive  iridescence.  A  classic  scar¬ 
city  in  the  gold  dollar  series,  the  most  elusive  of  the  three  design 
types  ☆  1836  Classic  Head  quarter  eagle.  F-15  ☆  1843  quarter 
eagle.  F-12.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Gold  coinage  offering:  ☆  1853  dollar.  AU-50  ☆  1902  quarter 
eagle.  MS-60  ☆  1906  quarter  eagle.  MS-60  ☆  1913  eagle.  VF-30, 
with  scratches.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Mostly  lustrous  gold  offering  with  emphasis  on  Indian  Head  is¬ 
sues:  ☆  1856  gold  dollar.  AU-58  ☆  1915  quarter  eagle  (2).  MS-62 
and  AU-55  ☆  1927  quarter  eagle.  AU-50  ☆  1929  quarter  eagle.  MS- 
63  ☆  1914-S  half  eagle.  AU-55.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

Mostly  20th-century  gold  assortment:  ☆  1874  gold  dollar.  AU-50 

☆  1911  quarter  eagle.  EF-40  ☆  1912  quarter  eagle.  EF-40  ☆  1912 
half  eagle.  AU-50  ☆  1913  half  eagle.  AU-58.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

Quality  gold  group:  ☆  1887  quarter  eagle.  AU-55,  prooflike. 
Lightly  cleaned.  Scarce  in  all  grades  ☆  1890  quarter  eagle.  MS-60, 
prooflike,  with  a  rim  scrape  at  9:00.  Scarce  issue  ☆  1834  half  eagle. 
Classic  Head,  Plain  4.  AU-50,  with  an  obverse  scratch.  First  year  of 
this  design  type  ☆  1834  half  eagle.  Classic  Head,  Plain  4.  Net  VF- 
30;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  with  a  field  repair  above  the  eagle  on  the 
reverse  ☆  1885  half  eagle.  MS-60  ☆  1900  half  eagle.  Net  AU-50; 
sharpness  of  MS-60,  cleaned.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

Assortment  of  gold  issues:  ☆  1926  quarter  eagle.  AU-50  with  ob¬ 
verse  discoloration  ☆  1927  quarter  eagle.  MS-61  ☆  1929  quarter 
eagle.  AU-58.  Last  year  of  issue  of  this  denomination  ☆  1836  Clas¬ 
sic  Head  half  eagle.  EF-45  ☆  1845  half  eagle.  EF-45  ☆  1909-D  half 
eagle.  AU-55.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

Certified  gold  quartette:  ☆  1847  half  eagle.  AU-50  (AN ACS)  ☆ 
1908  half  eagle.  Liberty  Head.  MS-61  (PCGS)  ☆  1841  eagle.  AU-50 
(PCI).  Cleaned  ☆  1847-0  AU-55  (PCI).  Altered  surfaces.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


1648  1926  five-cent  piece.  Far  6  variety.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Warm 
golden  gray  toning  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  surviving. 

Both  Near  6  and  Far  6  varieties  exist.  On  the  Near  6,  the  upper  tip  of  that 
numeral  nearly  touches  the  right  maple  leaf,  where  as  on  the  Far  6,  the  6  is 
relatively  distant  from  the  leaf.  The  Far  6  variety  is  by  far  the  rarer  of  the  two. 


1649  1915  10-cent  piece.  MS-63.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  frosty  devices  and  the  satiny  fields. 


1650  1886/3  25-cent  piece.  Overdate.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Mostly  satiny 
surfaces  exhibit  pale  champagne  toning  with  blushes  of  gold. 


1651  1893  25-cent  piece.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Intermingled  gold  and  lilac 

toning  with  tinges  of  navy  blue  at  the  borders. 


1652  1933  25-cent  piece.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Pleasing  gold  and  lilac-gray 
iridescence  with  wisps  of  deep  toning  at  the  obverse  rim. 


1653  1871-H  50-cent  piece.  EF-40.  Pearl  gray  surfaces  with  pale  golden 

highlights. 


1654  Assortment  of  mostly  brilliant  Canadian  silver  dollars:  ☆  1947 
Pointed  7.  AU-50  ☆  1947  Blunt  7.  AU-50  ☆  1947  Maple  Leaf.  EF- 
45  ☆  1955  Arnprior.  MS-63.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


Certified  gold  coinage  quartette:  ☆  1893  half  eagle.  MS-61 
(ANACS)  ☆  1909-D  half  eagle.  MS-61  (ANACS)  ☆  1895-0  eagle. 
AU-58  (NGC)  ☆  1883-S  double  eagle.  AU-58  (PCGS).  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


1655  1948  dollar.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps 
of  pale  gold  at  the  rims. 
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Desirable  1951  Dollar 


1656  1951  dollar.  Specimen-64.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields  are 

mirrorlike.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pale  champagne  iridescence  with 
a  band  of  charcoal  gray  on  the  obverse. 


Outstanding  1952  $1 


1657  1952  dollar.  Specimen-64.  Pale  champagne  toning.  The  devices 
are  sharp  and  satiny  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective. 


Superb  1938  50 


1658  1938  Newfoundland  five-cent  piece.  Specimen-63  (PCGS).  Essen¬ 
tially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  champagne  at  the  rims.  The 
devices  are  sharp  and  satiny,  and  the  fields  are  glittering  mirrors. 

1659  1900  Newfoundland  20-cent  piece.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Pearl  gray  iri¬ 
descence  at  the  centers  changes  to  pale  gold  at  the  rims. 

1660  ANACS-certified  Canadian  silver  quartette:  ☆  1858  10-cent  piece. 
AU-55  ☆  1905  25-cent  piece.  AU-55  ☆  1955  dollar.  Arnprior  vari¬ 
ety.  MS-63  ☆  191 7-C  Newfoundland  50-cent  piece.  MS-61.  All  have 
toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Numismatic  Americana 


1661  Encased  Postage  Stamp.  Ayer’s  Sarsaparilla.  One  cent.  Medium 
AYER’S.  H odder  Bowers-28.  EF.  Olive-gold  toning.  The  stamp  is 


bright  and  fresh  and  the  mica  is  free  of  defects. 

Compounded  by  Dr.  J.C.  Ayer  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  Ayer’s  Sarsaparilla 
was  one  of  several  products  marketed  intensely  during  the  second  half  of  the 
19th  century.  Advertising  media  included  yearly  almanacs  (highly  collectible 
today,  and  readily  available),  lithographed  trade  cards  (ditto),  bottles  (also 
readily  available),  and  other  items.  Ayer,  Massachusetts,  bears  his  name  today, 
as  he  was  a  benefactor  of  that  community. 


1662  Encased  Postage  Stamp.  Kirkpatrick  &  Gault.  Five  cents.  HB- 
162.  EF.  Olive-gold  toning.  The  stamp  is  fresh  and  bright  and  the 
mica  shows  minor  crazing  beneath  Jefferson’s  portrait. 

1663  Offering  of  early  elongated  coins  grading  AU  to  Uncirculated:  ☆ 

1893  World’s  Columbian  Exposition.  Large  Letters  type  (4).  Two 
on  bronze  Indian  cents,  one  on  a  Liberty  nickel,  and  one  on  a 
1856  dime  ☆  1893  World’s  Columbian  Exposition.  Small  Letters 
type  on  an  1890  nickel  ☆1901  Pan-American  Exposition.  Electric 
Tower  on  an  Indian  cent(?)  ☆  1904  St.  Louis  World’s  Fair.  Festival 
Hall  on  1904  Indian  cent  ☆  1915  Panama-Pacific  Exposition.  Ar¬ 
chitectural  design  and  FRISCO  on  a  1913  Lincoln  cent  ☆  1934 
Franklin  Roosevelt.  Portrait  with  C.W.A.,  New  Deal,  C.C.C.  on  a 
1920-S  cent.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

The  passion  for  making  and  collecting  elongated  coins  began  at  the 
Columbian  Exposition  in  1893  and  has  continued  without  missing  a  beat  since 
then,  although  the  field  did  not  break  into  a  run  until  the  1960s  when  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  community  stood  up  and  took  notice.  Today,  early  issues  such  as  of¬ 
fered  here  are,  for  the  most  part,  fairly  elusive.  Such  pieces  were  made  by  plac¬ 
ing  coins  between  two  rollers,  much  in  the  manner  of  a  washing  machine 
wringer,  turning  the  steel  rollers  with  a  crank  or  motor,  and  spewing  the  coin 
out  on  the  other  side,  having  been  impressed  by  two  dies  on  the  face  of  the 
rollers. 


American  Arts  Commemoratives 

14  Ounces  of  Gold 

1664  American  Arts  commemorative  medals,  average  MS-65  as  issued. 

Struck  in  gold  at  the  U.S.  Mint:  ☆  1981  Willa  Cather  one-half 
ounce  (4)  ☆  1983  Alexander  Calder  one-half  ounce  (4)  ☆  1984 
John  Steinbeck  one-half  ounce  (4)  ☆  1981  Mark  Twain  one  ounce 
(4)  ☆  1984  Helen  Hayes  one  ounce  (4).  Housed  as  sets  of  five 
pieces  in  four  cases  of  issue.  (Total:  20  pieces;  14  ounces  of  gold) 
During  the  1980s  great  things  were  expected  of  these  medallions,  as  it  was 
felt  that  the  American  public  would  seize  the  opportunity  to  use  these  as  a  way 
of  acquiring  gold  bullion.  However,  the  marketing  was  quite  complex,  involv¬ 
ing  at  one  point  the  posting  of  daily  prices.  The  pieces  were  not  denominated 
and  thus  had  no  legal  tender  status,  making  them  medals  rather  than  coins. 
After  some  effort  the  project  was  given  up.  Today,  most  pieces  are  scattered 
among  the  citizenry  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  the  numismatic  community,  and 
sets  are  not  particularly  easy  to  put  together— although  the  pieces  sell  for  rela¬ 
tively  little  above  bullion  value.  A  detailed  discussion  of  the  series  will  be 
found  in  Q.  David  Bowers’  1991  book,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States: 
A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  to  which  refer  (if  the  successful  bidder  on  this  lot  does 
not  have  a  copy,  we  would  be  happy  to  furnish  a  photocopy  of  the  pages  in 
question). 


End  of  Session 
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United  States  Gold  Coins:  Lots  2001-2456 
Territorial  Gold  Coins:  Lots  2457-2461 
California  Small  Denomination  Gold:  Lots  2462-2473 
United  States  Commemorative  Coins:  Lots  2474-2571 

PATTERN  COINS _  Desirable  1863  Washington  20 


Superb  1854  Pattern  10 

Without  Obverse  Stars 


2001  1854  Pattern  one-cent  piece.  Liberty  head  without  stars.  Copper 

or  bronze.  Plain  edge.  Pollock-187,  Judd-160.  Rarity-4.  Proof-65 

BN.  Mostly  golden  brown  surfaces  with  blushes  of  vivid  electric 
blue  and  violet.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  defined. 

Weight:  96.4  grains.  Diameter:  1.000  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 

This  issue  is  one  of  the  earlier  coins  out  of  the  starting  gate  in  the  sweep- 
stakes  to  create  a  substitute  for  the  old  “large”  copper  cent,  which  by  1854  was 
felt  to  be  clumsy,  cumbersome,  and  too  expensive  to  produce.  The  design  is 
essentially  the  same  as  that  found  on  the  regular  issue,  but  without  stars,  and 
of  a  lighter  weight  and  smaller  diameter.  Although  we  don’t  recall  having  seen 
this  in  the  literature,  the  precise  diameter  of  one  inch  may  have  been  intended 
as  a  useful  item  for  the  general  public,  had  this  design  been  adopted.  In  final 
form,  the  small  cent  (epitomized  by  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  and  its  succes¬ 
sors)  measured  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  meaning  that  four  of 
them,  if  placed  side  by  side,  would  yield  a  measurement  of  three  inches— also  a 
handy  rule,  but  not  quite  as  handy  as  the  pattern  offered  here.  Today  we  note 
in  the  Guide  Book  (and  other  places)  that  small  cents  have  a  diameter  of  “19 
millimeters,”  which  tells  us  nothing-and  completely  obscures  the  “handy”  di¬ 
ameter  expressed  as  three-quarters  of  an  inch. 


2002  1858  pattern  one-cent  piece.  Indian  Head  obverse,  broad  orna¬ 

mental  shield  reverse.  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  P-263,  J-212. 
Rarity-5.  Proof-62.  The  obverse  has  brown-gray  toning  with  wisps 
of  mint  brilliance  peripherally.  The  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant. 
Close  examination  reveals  a  small  spot  beneath  the  first  S  in 
STATES. 

Weight:  71.7  grains.  Diameter:  0.749  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 

Such  patterns  were  sold  as  part  of  a  set  of  12  one  cent  motifs  and  combina¬ 
tions  and  proved  to  be  a  popular  stock  in  trade  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
1 858,  production  of  which  was  continued  for  a  few  years  after  that  time.  The 
so-called  “ornamental"  shield,  alternatively  “ornamented”  shield,  was  rejected 
by  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  who  felt  that  it  resembled  a  harp. 


2003  1863  pattern  two-cent  piece.  Washington  portrait.  Copper  or 

bronze.  Plain  edge.  P-370,  J-305.  Rarity-4.  Proof-63  BN.  Inter¬ 
mingled  golden  brown  and  navy  blue  with  some  hints  of  faded 
brilliance.  A  few  tiny  spots  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse. 

Weight:  88.0  grains.  Diameter:  0.897  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 

This  represents  the  first  year  of  the  use  of  Washington’s  portrait  on  Ameri¬ 
can  legal  tender  coinage,  although  he  had  been  the  subject  of  many  dozens  of 
tokens,  medals,  and  other  numismatic  remembrances  before  then. 
Washington’s  portrait,  typically  (as  in  this  instance)  copied  after  Houdon’s 
bust,  would  be  continued  on  other  patterns  for  the  next  several  years.  The  first 
time  his  visage  appeared  on  large-production  coinage  was  on  the  1900 
Lafayette  dollar,  where  Washington  is  pictured  on  the  obverse,  accoladed  with 
Lafayette.  Lincoln  first  appeared  on  legal  tender  coinage  on  the  1866  pattern 
nickel,  and  Jefferson  was  first  seen  on  a  pattern  nickel  dated  1909. 

Rare  Washington  Portrait  20 


2004  1863  pattern  two-cent  piece.  Washington  portrait.  Copper- 

nickel.  Plain  edge.  P-375,  J-310.  Rarity-7.  Proof-63.  Partially  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces  changing  to  tan  and  blue.  Close  examination  reveals 
a  few  tiny  flecks  and  spots.  Ever  popular.  This  particular  Washing¬ 
ton  portrait  issue  is  of  great  rarity  and  is  of  special  significance  to 
the  Washington  specialist. 

Weight:  92.0  grains.  Diameter:  0.900  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 

More  on  Washington:  Until  recently  a  somewhat  similar  portrait,  copied 
from  Houdon,  was  recognizable  on  the  Washington  quarter  dollar  (minted 
since  1932).  However,  the  portrait  has  been  “improved"  by  artisans  at  the 
Mint,  and  today,  Houdon  would  probably  turn  over  in  his  grave  if  he  were  to 
see  what  the  Father  of  our  Country  looks  like  on  modern  coinage. 
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Popular  GOD  OUR  TRUST  20 


2005  1863  pattern  two-cent  piece.  Shield  design.  Copper  or  bronze. 

Plain  edge.  P-377,  J-312  or  312a.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64  BN.  Golden 
brown  toning  with  faint  violet  highlights.  Motto  GOD  OUR 
TRUST,  one  of  several  proposals  for  an  expression  of  faith  to  be 
placed  on  coinage. 

Weight:  90.6  grains.  Diameter:  0.897  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 


Second  1863  GOD  OUR  TRUST  20 


2006  1863  pattern  two-cent  piece.  Shield  design.  Copper  or  bronze. 

Plain  edge.  P-377,  J-312  or  312a.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  BN.  Mostly 
golden  brown  surfaces  with  some  wisps  and  tinges  of  faded  red 
around  the  design  elements. 

Weight:  91.0  grains.  Diameter:  0.899  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 


1863  Bronze  30  Pattern 

“Large  Cent”  Style 


1883  Pure  Nickel  50 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2009  1883  pattern  five-cent  piece.  Liberty  nickel  style  obverse,  PURE 
NICKEL  within  wreath  on  reverse.  Nickel  (magnetic).  Plain 
edge.  P-1908,  J-1704.  Rarity-6.  Proof-64.  Pale  golden  toning.  The 
frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  blazing  mirror  fields.  A 
scarce  and  highly  desirable  issue  from  an  era  in  which  many  truly 
interesting  pattern  nickel  five-cent  pieces  were  produced. 

Weight:  81.8  grains.  Diameter:  0.867  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 


Elusive  Postage  Currency  Dime 


2010  1863  pattern  ten-cent  piece.  Postage  Currency  design.  Silver. 

Plain  edge.  P-390,  J-325.  Rarity-6.  Proof-63.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The 
devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective. 

Weight:  20.0  grains.  Diameter:  0.696  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 

This  particular  pattern  has  immense  historical  significance,  representing  as 
it  does  the  proposal  to  redeem  postage  currency— notes  that  were  issued  to 
help  alleviate  coin  hoarding.  If  the  successful  bidder  does  not  have  the  histori¬ 
cal  background  of  this  at  his  or  her  fingertips,  just  drop  a  note  to  Dave  Bowers 
of  our  organization  and  he  will  send  complete  details. 


2007  1863  pattern  three-cent  piece.  Large  cent  style  obverse.  Copper 

or  bronze.  Plain  edge.  P-384,  J-319.  Rarity-5  to  6.  Proof-64/63 

BN.  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  intermingled  golden  brown, 
blue,  and  violet.  A  spot  is  noted  at  the  top  of  the  I  in  UNITED.  An 
obvious  possibility  as  an  addition  to  a  set  of  large  cents,  as  the  por¬ 
trait  and  size  are  similar. 

Weight:  138.0  grains.  Diameter:  1.091  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 


1868  Liberty  Head  50 


2008  1868  pattern  five-cent  piece.  Liberty  Head  on  obverse.  Roman 

numeral  V  within  wreath  on  reverse.  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  P-705,  J- 
633.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Golden  gray  surfaces.  A  small 
spot  ran  be  seen  beneath  the  second  T  in  STATES. 


1868  Large  Cent  Style  100 


2011  1868  pattern  ten-cent  piece.  Large  cent  style  obverse.  Nickel. 

Plain  edge.  P-720,  J-647.  Rarity-6.  Proof-62.  Appealing  golden 
gray  toning.  A  small  stain  is  noted  in  the  field  by  the  fifth  obverse 
star.  An  exceedingly  desirable  pattern,  indeed  a  numismatic  land¬ 
mark.  What  an  addition  this  would  make  to  a  cabinet  of  large 
cents! 

Weight:  158.9  grains.  Diameter:  1.081  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 
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Rare  1859  Paquet  Style  250 


2012  1859  pattern  quarter  dollar.  Regular-issue  type  obverse,  Paquet 

eagle  on  reverse.  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  P-281,  J-234.  Rarity-7. 
Proof-64.  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  vivid  intermingled 
gold,  blue,  and  violet. 

Weight:  95.9  grains.  Diameter:  0.949  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 


Popular  1870  Standard  Silver  250 


2013  1870  pattern  quarter  dollar.  Standard  Silver  type,  Liberty  wear¬ 

ing  head  band.  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  P-1015,  J-900.  Rarity-5  to  6. 
Proof-62.  Charcoal  gray  toning  on  obverse.  The  reverse  has 
golden  toning  at  the  center  changing  to  blue  and  violet  at  the  rims. 
One  of  many  patterns  produced  during  this  era  as  part  of  the  Stan¬ 
dard  Silver  series. 

Weight:  84.0  grains.  Diameter:  0.901  inches.  Die  alignment:  170°. 

The  Standard  Silver  pieces,  so  called  and  also  reflected  in  inscriptions  on  the 
coins,  were  made  slightly  smaller  than  regular  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars 
of  the  era.  Since  December  28,  1861,  silver  coins  had  not  been  paid  out  by 
banks,  nor  would  banks  or  the  Treasury  Department  pay  out  silver  coins  in 
quantity  until  April  1876.  In  the  meantime,  the  Treasury  Department  felt  that 
should  silver  coins  of  regular  format  be  put  into  circulation  to  replace  Frac¬ 
tional  Currency  notes,  the  silver  coins  would  be  immediately  hoarded.  The 
Standard  Silver  patterns  proposed  that  coins  of  lighter  weight  be  issued,  as  a 
deterrent  to  hoarding.  As  it  turned  out,  such  pieces  never  went  beyond  pat¬ 
tern  form. 

Attractive  1869  Standard  Silver  500 


2014  1869  pattern  half  dollar.  Standard  Silver  type,  Liberty  wearing 

diadem.  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  P-831,  J-748.  Rarity-5.  Proof-63. 

Pale  champagne  toning  at  the  centers  changes  to  golden  brown, 
blue,  and  lilac  at  the  borders.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and 
the  fields  are  nicely  reflective. 

Weight:  154.1  grains.  Diameter:  1.158  inches.  Die  alignment:  170°. 


1879  Goloid  Metric  Dollar 

Extraordinary  Condition 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2015  1879  pattern  dollar.  Goloid  Metric  alloy  or  silver.  Reeded  edge. 

P-1822  (type  of),  J- 1626.  Rarity-6.  Proof-65.  Partially  brilliant  with 
pale  gold  and  lilac  iridescence  on  the  high  points  and  at  the  pe¬ 
ripheries.  A  small  stain  can  be  seen  near  the  center  of  the  reverse. 
Exceptional  condition  for  this  issue,  which  typically  is  seen  closer 
to  Proof-60. 

Weight:  217.3  grains.  Diameter:  1.295  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 

This  is  one  of  the  extensive  series  of  metric  coins  of  1878-1880  delineated  in 
detail  in  books  by  Andrew  W'.  Pollock,  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd,  and  others,  in  refer¬ 
ences  on  the  subject. 
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2016  1885  pattern  dollar.  Silver.  Lettered  Edge.  P-1959,  J-1747.  Rarity- 

6.  Proof-63.  Regular-issue  type  obverse  and  reverse.  Golden  gray 
and  violet  toning  enhance  the  central  areas.  Blushes  of  navy  blue 
ornament  the  rims.  A  classic  coin  among  silver  dollar  issues. 

Weight:  411.2.  Diameter:  1.508  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 

This  lettered  edge,  raised  on  the  coin,  is  said  to  have  been  made  after  the 
suggestion  of  A.  Loudon  Snowden  at  the  Mint.  Apparently,  Snowden  believed 
that  this  concept  was  revolutionary  in  the  history  of  coinage,  until  dealer 
Henry  Chapman  stated  that,  per  contra,  coins  with  raised  edge  lettering  had 
been  made  in  England  in  the  17th  century. 

The  motto  on  the  edge,  E  PLUR1BUS  UNUM,  is  in  any  effect  redundant,  as 
the  same  inscription  appears  on  the  obverse  of  the  coin.  Obviously,  this  pat¬ 
tern  issue  would  never  have  been  adopted  for  regular  coinage  for  this  reason 
alone.  Long  afterward,  in  1907,  the  illustrious  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20  pieces 
by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  had  the  same  motto  in  raised  letters,  in  this  in¬ 
stance  not  redundant,  as  it  did  not  appear  elsewhere  on  the  coin. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  study  the  minute  die  characteristics  of  the  obverse 
and  reverse  of  this  particular  pattern.  We  surmise  that  the  same  dies  were  used 
to  strike  certain  Proofs  (with  normal  reeded  edge)  for  collectors  this  year. 


2017  No  date.  Gould  unofficial  pattern  “dollar.”  Titanium.  Plain  edge. 
P-5425  (type  of,  but  without  the  olive-gold  surface  treatment).  MS- 
65  or  better  as  issued.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  with  golden 
gray  iridescence  at  the  rims.  The  obverse  is  the  type  having  “Gould 
Inc.  /  TITANIUM”  above  Washington’s  head.  On  the  reverse,  the 
constellation  is  encircled  by  a  ring  of  pellets. 

Weight:  97.9  grains.  Diameter:  1.040  inches.  Die  alignment:  360°. 

The  variety  was  formerly  thought  to  be  Rarity-7,  but  as  several  examples 
have  come  onto  the  market  in  the  last  two  or  three  years,  it  now  seems  likely 
that  the  Rarity-7  figure  is  incorrect. 


2022  No  date.  Gould  unofficial  pattern  “dollar.”  Titanium.  Plain  edge. 
P-5445.  MS-65  or  better  as  issued.  Pale  golden  gray  surfaces.  The 
obverse  is  the  type  with  “Gould  Incorporated  /  TITANIUM" 
above  Washington’s  head.  On  the  reverse  the  constellation  is  en¬ 
circled  by  a  ring  of  clouds. 

Weight:  66.5  grains.  Diameter:  1.044  inches.  Die  alignment:  360°. 


1873  Indian  Princess  Trade  $1 


2023  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  Indian  Princess  type  obverse,  small 
perched  eagle  motif  on  reverse.  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  P-1453,  J- 
1310.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64.  Mostly  brilliant  in  the  central  areas 
changing  to  pale  blue  and  violet  peripherally.  Some  splashes  of 
gold  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse. 

Weight:  419.6  grains.  Diameter:  1.490  inches.  Die  alignment:  190°. 

It  is  always  interesting  to  study  in  detail  the  design  characteristics  of  pat¬ 
terns,  as  inevitably  there  is  something  to  be  learned,  or  an  opinion  to  be  given. 
On  the  present  coin  the  seated  figure  of  Miss  Liberty,  who  appears  in  the  form 
of  an  Indian  princess  with  plumed  headdress,  seems  to  be  too  large  for  the 
space  provided,  with  the  liberty  cap  running  into  the  rim  of  the  coin,  and  virtu¬ 
ally  no  space  between  the  lower  left  or  the  lower  right  of  the  figure  and  the 
denticles.  On  the  other  hand,  on  the  reverse  the  eagle  seems  to  be  much  too 
small  to  be  aesthetically  pleasing,  to  be  placed  too  high  on  the  coin,  and  to 
have  an  excess  of  lettered  inscriptions. 


Gold  dollars 


2024  An  interesting  group  of  gold  dollars:  ☆  1849  Open  Wreath  (2). 
AU-55  and  AU-50  ☆  1849  Closed  Wreath.  EF-40  ☆  1853  AU-50  ☆ 
1853-0  AU-50  ☆  1856  Slant  5  (2).  EF-40  and  VF-30  ☆  1857  AU-50 
(2)  ☆  1858  MS-60  ☆  1861  MS-60  ☆  1862  AU-50.  (Total:  12  pieces) 


2018  No  date.  Gould  unofficial  pattern  “dollar.”  Titanium.  Plain  edge. 
P-5425  (type  of,  but  without  the  olive-gold  surface  treatment).  MS- 
65  or  better  as  issued.  Brilliant  at  the  centers  changing  to  golden 
gray  peripherally. 

Weight:  97.8  grains.  Diameter:  1.039  inches.  Die  alignment:  340°. 

2019  No  date.  Gould  unofficial  pattern  “dollar.”  Titanium.  Plain  edge. 
P-5425  (type  of,  but  without  the  olive-gold  surface  treatment).  MS- 
65  or  better  as  issued.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant,  while  the  bor¬ 
ders  have  golden  gray  toning. 

Weight  96.7  grains.  Diameter:  1.040  inches.  Die  alignment:  360° 

2020  No  date.  Gould  unofficial  pattern  “dollar.”  Titanium.  Plain  edge. 
P-5425  (type  of,  but  without  the  olive-gold  surface  treatment).  MS- 
65  or  better  as  issued.  Pearl  gray  iridescence  in  the  central  areas 
changes  to  golden  gray  at  the  borders. 

Weight:  98.0  grains.  Diameter:  1.040  inches.  Die  alignment:  360°. 

2021  No  date.  Gould  unofficial  pattern  “dollar.”  Titanium.  Plain  edge. 
P  5425  (type  of,  but  without  the  olive-gold  surface  treatment).  MS- 
65,  prooflike,  or  better  as  issued.  Mostly  pale  golden  gray  irides¬ 
cence  with  pewter  gray  on  the  high  points.  The  obverse  shows  pro¬ 
nounced  cameo  contrast. 

Weight  66  5  grains  Diameter  1.044  inches.  Die  alignment:  360 '. 


2025  1849-0  AU-58.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of  vivid  orange  at  the 
obverse  rim.  Virtually  all  design  features  are  defined  to  full  advan¬ 
tage. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2026  1850  MS-63.  E'ully  brilliant.  The  design  elements  are  frosty  and  tin- 
fields  are  satiny. 

2027  1851  MS-62.  Fully  lustrous.  Most  of  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  features  are 
boldly  detailed. 

2028  Brilliant  gold  dollar  trio,  all  Type  I  issues:  <r  1851  AU  55  ☆  1851  O 
AU-55  ☆  1853  AU-50.  (Total:  8  pieces) 
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( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2029  1851-C  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty 
and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Quite  scarce  at  this  high  AU  level.  Most 
extant  specimens  of  1851-C  are  in  lower  grades,  VF  and  EF  being 
typical. 

During  the  era  when  these  pieces  were  made,  such  coins  were  placed  imme¬ 
diately  into  circulation,  where  they  eventually  became  well  worn.  No  thought 
was  given  to  saving  them  for  numismatic  purposes,  and  not  even  the  Mint 
Cabinet  (formed  in  June  1838)  desired  to  retain  specimens.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  Bechder  gold  coins  were  still  being  struck  in  the  same  state,  without 
interference  from  federal  authorities,  who  seemed  to  ignore  any  legal  implica¬ 
tions  of  such  a  private  coinage. 


2030  1852  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

2031  Uncirculated  gold  dollar  trio:  ☆  1852  MS-61  ☆  1853  MS-61,  with  a 
fine  line  on  the  reverse  ☆  1862  MS-62.  Each  is  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  (Total:  3,pieces) 

Gem  1853  Gold  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2032  1853  MS-64  (NGC).  Pale  olive-gold  complements  the  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  An  ideal  candidate  for  a  high-quality  type  set  to  illustrate  the 
1849-1854  style. 

2033  Quality  gold  dollar  group:  ☆  1853  EF-45  ☆  1857  EF-45  ☆  1870  EF- 
45.  Quite  scarce  in  all  grades.  Eminently  desirable  ☆  1873  Open  3 
AU-50  ☆  1874  AU-55  ☆  1886  AU-50.  Another  scarce  date.  Most 
are  brilliant.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2034  1853-C  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence.  Frosty  devices 
with  satiny  fields.  A  high-grade  example  of  one  of  the  more  elusive 
issues  of  the  era. 

Only  11,515  examples  were  made  of  the  1853-C,  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  mint¬ 
age  figure  of  over  four  million  struck  at  Philadelphia  this  year. 


2035  1853-C  VF-30.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  traces  of  mint  lustre  noted  at 

the  rims.  Some  striking  softness  can  be  seen  at  the  centers. 


2036  1853-D  VF-20.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  splashes  of  sable 
toning  at  the  reverse  rim.  Close  examination  reveals  a  tiny  dig  be¬ 
tween  the  second  and  third  obverse  stars. 

Paltry  mintage  of  6,583  pieces,  one  of  the  smallest  production  figures  of  the 
Type  I  design.  As  is  the  case  with  other  branch  mint  gold  dollars,  such  pieces 
were  widely  circulated,  and  no  attention  whatsoever  was  given  to  retaining 
them  in  numismatic  cabinets. 

2037  1854  Type  I.  MS-62.  Frosty.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  chang¬ 
ing  to  olive  at  the  rims. 

2038  1854  Type  II.  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the  original 
mint  lustre  still  surviving.  Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies. 

The  reverse  wreath  on  this  issue  was  also  employed  on  the  $3  gold  coins  of 
this  year,  and  in  1856  was  used  on  the  Flying  Eagle  cents. 

2039  1854  Type  II.  AU-50.  Essentially  brilliant  with  much  original  mint 
lustre  still  surviving.  Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies. 

2040  1854  Type  II.  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  mostly  lustrous.  A  tiny  lintmark 
is  noted  beneath  the  bow  on  the  reverse. 

2041  1855  AU-58.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  almost  all  the  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  still  surviving.  Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies. 

2042  Gold  dollar  quartette:  ☆  1855  (3).  EF-40,  VF-30,  and  VF-30  ☆ 
1855-0  VF-20.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


Desirable  1855-C  Gold  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2043  1855-C  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of  satiny  lustre  in  the 

protected  areas.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the  center  of  the  re¬ 
verse  as  illustrated.  Wavy  surfaces  as  are  usually  seen.  All  in  all  a 
far  above  average  example  of  this  key  issue.  Just  9,803  were  struck. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2044  1856-S/S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  satiny  lustre  surv  iv¬ 

ing  in  the  fields.  Some  scattered  handling  marks  can  be  seen. 

This  is  the  Doubled  Mintmark  variety  which  is  listed  in  Walter  Breen's  Ency¬ 
clopedia  as  B-6045.  The  discovery  of  this  variety  was  by  Walter  Breen,  who  en¬ 
countered  it  one  day  in  1959  while  cataloguing  gold  dollars  for  New  Nether¬ 
lands  Coin  Company  where  he  worked  at  the  time. 

The  San  Francisco  gold  dollar  of  1856  is  an  anachronism  as  other  gold  dol¬ 
lars  of  this  date— struck  at  the  Philadelphia  and  Dahlonega  mints— are  of  the 
new  Type  III  design. 
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Frosty  1857  Gold  $1 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2045  1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  and  splashes  of 

orange-gold  on  both  surfaces.  Fairly  scarce,  indeed  rare,  in  this 
grade,  despite  a  generous  mintage  of  774,789  pieces. 


Impressive  1859-D  Gold  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2046  1859-D  AU-50.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre  ornaments  the  obverse  pe¬ 
riphery.  A  scarcely  noticeable  planchet  lamination  flaw  is  present 
at  M  in  AMERICA  and  some  faint  hairlines  on  the  reverse  are  in¬ 
dicative  of  an  old  cleaning. 

Only  4,952  examples  were  struck  of  the  1859-D  gold  dollar,  the  lowest  mint¬ 
age  of  any  issue  this  year,  and,  indeed,  one  of  the  smallest  figures  for  any 
Dahlonega  coin  of  any  denomination.  The  issue  has  been  a  classic  for  many 
years. 

2047  1860-S  EF^45.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  natural  iri¬ 
descence.  Much  original  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  at  the  borders 
and  around  the  design  elements.  Considerably  scarcer  than  even 
the  small  mintage  would  suggest.  Always  popular. 


(photo  enlarged  to  tu/ice  actual  size) 


2048  1864  AU-50.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  gray.  Almost  all 

of  the  original  mint  lustre  survives  in  the  fields.  A  classic  by  any 
standard,  the  1864  gold  dollar  is  seldom  seen.  Unlike  the  situation 
for  later  (post- 1878)  issues,  there  was  no  public  interest  in  hoard¬ 
ing  gold  dollars  in  the  1860s.  The  typical  Philadelphia  Mint  coin 
struck  after  December  1861  was  placed  into  Treasury  Department 
storage,  kept  there,  and  released  into  circulation  beginning  in 
April  1876.  None  were  paid  out  at  face  value  during  the  1862-1875 
years.  Coins  put  into  circulation  in  1876,  among  which  this  par¬ 
ticular  1864  gold  dollar  could  have  been  included,  soon  showed 
signs  of  wear.  A  few  years  later,  1878,  there  arose  a  popular  inter¬ 
est  in  speculating  in  gold  dollars  (and  to  a  lesser  extent  $3  pieces), 
and  from  1879  onward,  higher  proportions  of  pieces  were  saved  in 
relation  to  their  mintages  (whir  l)  were  low  in  most  instances). 


The  business  strike  mintage  of  the  1864  gold  dollar  was  5,900  pieces.  Quite 
probably,  not  more  than  200  or  300  survive  today,  and  even  this  estimate  may 
be  generous.  By  comparison,  the  1881  gold  dollar  has  a  business  strike  mint¬ 
age  of  7,620  pieces,  and  probably  a  couple  thousand  or  so  survive. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2049  1867  MS-60.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields. 
Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies.  Some  handling  marks  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  are  about  all  that  prevent  us  from  assigning  a  considerably 
higher  grade. 

The  comments  given  in  the  preceding  lot  apply  to  the  1867  gold  dollar  as 
well.  Examples  are  rare  in  all  grades. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2050  1870-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  attractive  with  much  mint  lustre  still 
surviving.  Magnification  reveals  some  faint  hairlines  in  the  fields; 
indicative  of  an  old  cleaning.  The  1870-S  has  always  been  in  great 
demand. 

The  mintage  of  this  issue  is  listed  at  3,000  pieces,  although  there  is  a  possibil¬ 
ity  that  1,000  of  these  were  struck  from  dies  without  a  mintmark,  which,  if 
true,  would  yield  only  2,000  of  the  1870-S  appearance.  For  many  years  the 
1870-S  has  been  considered  a  key  issue  in  the  gold  dollar  series,  not  only  be¬ 
cause  of  the  small  mintage  figure,  but  also  due  to  its  status  as  the  only  branch 
mint  issue  of  this  denomination  minted  after  the  Civil  War. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2051  1872  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  prooflike.  The  devices  have  a  texture 

combining  frost  and  satin  surfaces. 

The  1872,  with  a  total  business  strike  mintage  of  just  3,500  pieces,  is  a  signifi¬ 
cant  rarity,  with  the  total  extant  population  probably  no  more  than  a  couple 
hundred  coins  or  so.  While  such  pieces  are  hardly  inexpensive,  current  market 
values  suggest  that  gold  dollars  of  the  1860s  and  early  1870s  offer  quite  a  bit  of 
latent  value  for  the  price  paid,  not  to  overlook  the  challenge  of  finding  pieces 
in  the  first  place. 
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Superlative  1873  Gold  $1 

Closed  3 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2052  1873  Closed  3.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  surfaces  with  frosty 
devices  and  satiny  fields.  Most  design  features  are  sharp  except  for 
the  7  in  the  date,  which  shows  typical  softness. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2053  1873  Open  3.  MS-63.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike. 


2054  Pair  of  gold  dollars:  ☆  1873  Open  3.  EF-45  ☆  1874  AU-50,  slightly 
bent.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


2055  1874  MS-63.  Blushes  of  pink  and  olive  iridescence  complement 
the  frosty  surfaces. 


2056 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1874  MS-63.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  hints 
of  olive  iridescence. 


Magnificent  1881  Gold  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2057  1881  MS-67  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of  pleasing 
saffron.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  have  a  tex¬ 
ture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike. 

PCGS  Population:  38;  6  finer  (MS-68  finest). 

With  its  business  strike  mintage  of  just  7,620  pieces,  the  1881  gold  dollar  has 
always  been  popular.  Few  aspects  of  numismatics  are  more  enticing  than  a  low 
production  figure.  In  the  case  of  gold  dollars  of  this  era,  1879-1881,  quantities 
were  set  aside  for  speculative  purposes  during  the  era  of  mintage,  and  more  of 
them  survive  today  than  might  otherwise  be  the  case.  By  the  1880s  the  gold 
dollar,  although  still  a  current  coin,  was  not  readily  available  at  face  value  from 
banks,  although  a  friendly  teller  might  be  able  to  supply  one.  After  the  gold 
dollar  was  discontinued  in  1889,  pieces  disappeared  almost  immediately.  By 
the  turn  of  the  century  it  was  quite  unusual  to  find  even  a  small  group  of 
.  pieces. 


2058  1883  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  satiny.  Business  strike  production  of 
only  5,000  pieces.  Quite  scarce,  and  seemingly  an  interesting  pur¬ 
chase  possibility  in  view  of  the  relatively  reasonable  market  price. 

2059  1886  MS-62.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  wisps  of  golden  brown  at 
the  rims.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  a  cross  between 
satiny  and  prooflike.  Yet  another  enticing  low-mintage  date. 


Outstanding  1888  Gold  $1 


2060 


( photo  enlarged  to 


twice  actual  size) 


1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  brilliant;  the  reverse  exhibits 
just  a  whisper  of  olive-gold  iridescence.  Most  design  elements  are 
sharp  and  the  fields  are  satiny. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2061  1889  MS-63.  Frosty  surfaces  exhibit  a  nuance  of  olive  iridescence. 
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Quarter  eagles 


Celebrated  1796  Quarter  Eagle 

No  Stars  on  Obverse 


2062  1796  No  Stars  on  Obverse.  Breen-1.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-20;  Sharp¬ 
ness  of  EF-40.  Green-gold  surfaces.  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse 
have  been  lightly  burnished.  Faint  mint-caused  adjustment  marks 
can  be  seen  near  the  obverse  rim  at  5:00. 

This  issue  is  one  of  the  great  classics  in  American  numismatics.  It 
is  believed  that  only  963  were  struck.  Although  this  alone  would 
account  for  the  rarity  and  desirability  of  the  issue,  the  variety  is  iso¬ 
lated  as  the  only  quarter  eagle  without  obverse  stars— thus  giving  it 
additional  appeal. 


Popular  1807  Quarter  Eagle 


2063  1807  B-l.  Rarity-3.  Net  F- 12;  sharpness  of  VF-30.  Bent  and 
mounted.  Scratched  above  Miss  Liberty’s  cap  and  behind  her 
head.  Last  year  of  the  design  type. 


2064  1807  B-l.  Rarity-3.  Net  VG-8;  sharpness  of  VF-30.  Brilliant.  The 

obverse  has  been  extensively  tooled  to  repair  damage  on  and  near 
Miss  Liberty’s  cap.  The  edge  reeding  is  mostly  missing.  Quite 
scarce  in  any  event,  and  thus  an  opportunity  to  acquire  at  a  low 
price  an  example  of  this  highly  prized  design. 


Eagerly  Sought  1808  $2.50 


2065  1808  B-l.  Net  VG-8;  sharpness  of  VF-20.  Mostly  olive-gold  sur¬ 

faces  with  repairs  noted  near  the  top  of  the  obverse  and  bottom  of 
the  reverse.  Presumably  mounted  in  jewelry  long  ago. 

The  1808  is  famous  as  the  only  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  to  Left 
style,  large  plant  hot  diameter.  Accordingly,  it  is  an  absolute  neces¬ 
sity  for  the  completion  of  a  type  set  of  United  States  gold  by  de¬ 
signs  ( )f  the  2,710  struck,  probably  fewer  than  200  exist  today— 


1  10 


this  in  comparison  to  many  thousands  of  people  desiring  to  collect 
them. 


Scarce  1833  Quarter  Eagle 


2066 


2067 

2068 

2069 

2070 

2071 

2072 


2073 


2074 


1833  B-l.  Rarity-4  to  5.  F-12.  Olive-gold  toning  in  the  central  areas  j 
changes  to  rosy  violet  at  the  rims.  Close  examination  reveals  some 
tiny  marks  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  A  key  date  in  any  and  all 
grades,  the  1833  quarter  eagle  is  seldom  offered  for  sale. 

Just  4,160  were  minted,  but  probably  most  of  these  were  melted  soon  after 
the  time  of  production,  this  being  an  era  in  which  gold  coins  were  worth  more 
in  melt-down  value  than  in  face  value.  This  untenable  situation  was  remedied 
by  the  Act  of  June  28,  1834,  which  mandated  a  weight  reduction  (which  took 
place  on  August  2,  1834).  After  this  time,  financial  newspapers  and  other 
postings  quoted  early  (pre-August  2nd)  gold  coins  as  “old  tenor.” 

1834  Classic  Head,  No  Motto.  Breen-6138.  AU-50.  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces  with  tinges  of  golden  brown  and  charcoal  gray  at  the 
borders. 

1834  Classic  Head,  No  Motto.  Breen-6138.  Net  EF-40,  technically 
AU-50  from  a  numerical  viewpoint.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Some  faint 
hairlines  are  indicative  of  an  old  cleaning.  Close  examination  re¬ 
veals  a  few  fine  pin  scratches  and  minor  handling  marks. 

1834  Classic  Head,  No  Motto.  B-6140.  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces. 
Traces  of  prooflike  character  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters, 
and  numerals. 

Pair  of  early  quarter  eagles:  ☆  1834  Classic  Head,  No  Motto.  AU- 
50,  cleaned  ☆  1843-0  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4.  EF-45.  Brilliant.  (To¬ 
tal:  2  pieces) 

Classic  Head  quarter  eagle  trio:  ☆  1834  AU-50  ☆  1836  Script  8 
(2).  EF-45  and  VF-20.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1836  Script  8.  Breen-6143.  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with 
some  hints  of  saffron  iridescence.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre  can  be 
seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 

Desirable  1839-C  Quarter  Eagle 


1839-C  Breen-6149.  EF-45.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  with  much 
original  mint  lustre  still  surviving  in  the  fields.  A  shallow  planchet 
lamination  flaw  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  Highly  popu¬ 
lar  Charlotte  Mint  quarter  eagle,  one  of  two  dates  produced  of  the 
Classic  Head  design. 


1839-D  VF-25.  Olive-gold  surfaces.  A  few  minor  rim  bruises  are 
noted. 

This  is  the  only  Dahlonega  Mint  quartet  eagle  of  the  Classic  Head  design. 
Exceedingly  popular  and  quite  rare. 
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Lustrous  1839-0  $2.50 


2075  1839-0  Breen-6152.  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the 
original  mint  lustre  surviving.  The  majority  of  the  eagle’s  plumage 
features  are  clearly  defined.  First  gold  coinage  issue  of  the  New 
Orleans  Mint,  and  the  only  New  Orleans  quarter  eagle  of  the  Clas¬ 
sic  Head  type. 

2076  1839-0  Breen-6152.  EF-45.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  since  retoned 
in  olive-gold.  Graffiti  above  the  eagle’s  wings.  An  interesting  cusp¬ 
shaped  stray  punch  mark  is  seen  at  the  upper  right  of  the  fraction 
on  the  reverse. 


Attractive  1840-0  $2.50 


2077  1840-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a  touch  of  prooflike 
character  in  the  fields.  Somewhat  sofdy  struck  on  the  high  points 
of  the  designs,  as  is  typical  for  the  issue. 

This  represents  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  or  Coronet  type  in  the 
quarter  eagle  series.  Examples  were  struck  at  four  different  mints— Philadel¬ 
phia,  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  and  New  Orleans— and  all  are  fairly  scarce  today. 
More,  however,  were  struck  at  New  Orleans  than  at  any  other  mint. 


2078  1840-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Much  original 
mint  lustre  can  still  be  seen.  Some  light  striking,  as  usual,  is  at  the 
center  of  the  reverse.  Very  scarce  at  this  grade  level.  Important  as 
the  first  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  design  by  Christian  Gobrecht. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  13  finer  (MS-62  finest). 


2079  1843-C  Large  Date,  Plain  4.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Surfaces  with  much 
brilliance.  Some  hints  of  gold  are  seen  on  the  higher  areas  of  the 
obverse.  Always  in  demand,  as  are  all  Charlotte  Mint  coins. 


2081  1843-D  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4.  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces 
with  traces  of  lustre  visible  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 
A  shallow  planchet  void  is  present  to  the  right  of  the  eagle’s  head. 

2082  1843-0  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4.  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much 
frosty  lustre  still  surviving.  Most  obverse  design  features  are  sharp; 
a  touch  of  striking  softness  can  be  seen  at  the  center  of  the  reverse. 


2083  1844-D  EF-45.  Pale  greenish  gold  surfaces  with  traces  of  frosty  lus¬ 
tre  visible  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  Scarce 
Dahlonega  Mint  issue,  a  variety  with  enduring  popularity.  Interest¬ 
ingly,  in  1844  the  mintages  were  low  throughout,  and  even  fewer 
pieces  were  struck  at  Philadelphia  and  Charlotte. 

2084  Mostly  19th-century  quarter  eagle  selection:  ☆  1846-0  VF-20  ☆ 
1853  EF-45  ☆  1871-S  VF-30  ☆  1879  EF-40  ☆  1900  AU-55  ☆  1907 
AU-55  (2),  one  has  spots.  (Total:  7  pieces) 


Exceptional  1849  Quarter  Eagle 


2085  1849  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  sharp 
and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  prooflike  (not  described  as  such  on 
the  PCGS  holder).  Beginning  this  year,  gold  began  to  flow  in  quan¬ 
tity  into  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  coming  from  the  California  gold 
fields  by  ship.  During  the  next  decade,  California  gold  would  be 
the  main  source  of  this  precious  metal  for  the  Philadelphia  and 
New  Orleans  mints  (and,  of  course,  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  which 
did  not  commence  operations  until  1854). 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Double  date  as  described  by  Breen:6200. 


2080  1843-D  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4.  EF-45.  Uniform  olive-gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Most  design  features  are  sharp  for  the  grade.  A  few  minor 
rim  bruises  can  be  seen,  and  a  tiny  planchet  crack  is  present  above 
the  first  T  in  STATES  as  made. 

This  is  the  small  D  mintmark  variety,  which  is  listed  in  Walter  Breen’s  Ency¬ 
clopedia  as  B-6169. 


2086  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle  assortment.  All  are  brilliant:  ☆  1851 

AU-58  ☆  1853  AU-50  ☆  1861  AU-58  ☆  1878  AU-55  ☆  1879  AU-55 
☆  1903  AU-58  ☆  1904  AU-58.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

2087  Trio  of  19th-century  quarter  eagles  with  mintmarks.  Average  EF- 
45:  ☆  1851-0  ☆  1852-0  ☆  1879-S.  Each  is  brilliant.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

2088  Offering  of  Liberty  Head  and  Indian  Head  quarter  eagles  includ¬ 
ing  some  Uncirculated  pieces:  ir  1853  MS-60  ■&  1879  AU-58  ☆ 
1898  AU-58  ☆  1903  MS-60  ☆  1906  (2).  MS-60  and  AU-55  ☆  1915 
MS-62  ☆  1926  AU-58  (2)  ☆  1929  AU-55.  Surfaces  range  from  bril¬ 
liant  to  lightly  toned.  (Total:  10  pieces) 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


111 


The  Collections  of  Edgar  M.  Rossi  &  R.  Sloa  n  Wilson,  M.D. 


2089  1856-S  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  wisps  of  orange 

at  the  obverse  border. 


2090  1857-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  blushes  and 

splashes  of  orange-gold  at  the  borders.  One  of  the  finer  known 
examples  of  this  San  Francisco  issue,  and  one  of  numerous  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  the  American  gold  series  where  one  can  acquire  a  coin 
that  is  really  special  for  a  price  that  is  much  less  than  coins  of 
equivalent  rarity  could  be  obtained  for  in  the  copper,  nickel,  or  sil¬ 
ver  series. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  5  finer  (MS-61  finest). 


Classic  1859-D  $2.50  Rarity 


2091  1859-D  VF-30.  Mostly  pale  olive-gold  with  wisps  of  blue  and  violet 

at  the  rims.  A  minor  obverse  rim  flaw  is  noted  at  8:00.  This  is  one 
of  the  great  classic  rarities  in  the  Dahlonega  Mint  gold  series  as 
well  as  the  quarter  eagle  denomination.  Just  2,244  were  minted, 
and  probably  fewer  than  100  pieces  could  be  traced  today  from 
this  figure.  Only  occasionally  do  we  have  the  opportunity  to  offer 
an  1859-D  in  one  of  our  sales. 


Splendid  1859-S  $2.50 


2092  1859-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  most  design  fea¬ 
tures  showing  bold  definition. 

Gold  coins  made  at  San  Francisco  were  struck  for  utilitarian  purposes,  and 
at  this  time  not  a  single  numismatist  collected  them  by  mintmark  variety. 
Thus,  virtually  all  slipped  into  circulation,  where  they  rapidly  acquired  wear. 
Today,  the  typical  San  Francisco  quarter  eagle  surviving  from  the  1850s  or 
1860s  is  apt  to  be  worn  to  the  VF  or  EF  level.  In  all  instances,  AU  pieces  are 
rare,  and  within  the  AU  category,  AU-55  is  rarer  yet. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  5  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

2093  Offering  of  quarter  eagles  with  emphasis  on  Indian  Head  variet¬ 
ies:  ☆  1861  EF-45  ☆  1913  EF40  ☆  1914-D  EF-45  ☆  1915  AU-58  ☆ 
1925-D  (2).  AU-55  and  EF-40.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


Elusive  1866  $2.50 


2094  1866  EF-45  (PCGS).  Mostly  green-gold  surfaces  with  some  hints  of 
pink  at  the  obverse  periphery.  Enticingly  low  business  strike  mint¬ 
age  of  only  3,1 10  pieces.  An  extremely  desirable  issue. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  5  finer  (MS-62  finest). 


2095  1866-S  EF-40.  Warm  olive-gold  surfaces  exhibit  splashes  of  pink  on 
the  reverse.  Scarce  in  this  grade,  as  are  all  quarter  eagles  of  the  era. 

2096  1868-S  EFA5  (PCGS).  Warm  olive-gold  toning.  Wisps  of  frosty  lus¬ 
tre  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  Somewhat 
softly  struck  at  the  center  of  the  reverse. 


2097  1877  EF-45.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  traces  of  prooflike 
character  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  Most  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  sharp.  Only  1,632  business  strikes  were  made,  one  of  the 
smallest  mintages  in  19th-century  American  coinage.  Despite  this, 
in  EF-40  this  piece  lists  for  only  $700  in  the  current  issue  of  the 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  Certainly,  anyone  seeking  a  lot  of 
true  value  for  the  price  paid  would  do  well  to  consider  this  and 
similar  lots. 


2098  1878  MS-64.  Frosty  and  sharply  struck.  The  central  areas  are  bril¬ 

liant  with  hints  of  lilac  at  the  borders.  A  very  attractive  example  of 
a  piece  which  is  quite  rare  at  this  grade  level. 


2099  Uncirculated  Liberty  Head  trio:  ☆  1878  MS-60  1906  MS-60  it 

1907  MS-61.  Each  is  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


2100  1882  MS-60.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  lilac  iridescence  on 

both  surfaces.  In  perennial  demand  due  to  the  enticing  low  mint¬ 
age  of  just  4,000  business  strikes.  The  beauty  part  of  such  a  piece  is 
that  while  it  does  sell  for  a  premium  over  a  commoner  date  in  the 
Liberty  Head  series,  the  extra  amount  is  really  very  small  in  com¬ 
parison  to  its  elusive  quality. 
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Outstanding  1892  Quarter  Eagle 

Only  2,440  Minted 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2101  1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant.  The  devices  are 

frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Business  strike  mintage  of  only 
2,440  pieces  (plus  105  Proofs).  This  is  one  of  the  scarcest  and  most 
desirable  quarter  eagles  in  the  span  commencing  in  1880,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  through  1907,  when  coins  of  this  denomination  were  pro¬ 
duced  only  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Enthusiasts  desiring  to  form  a 
“collection  within  a  collection”  of  such  quarter  eagles  will  find  the 
present  piece  to  offer  a  marvelous  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  4  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


2108  Pair  of  N GC-certified  quarter  eagles  each  grading  MS-62  :☆  1 902 

Liberty  Head  ☆  1925-D  Indian  Head.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2109  1902  MS-62.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  the  fields  are  frosty. 

Incredible  1905  Quarter  Eagle 


2110  1905  MS-67  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  sharply  struck  with  just  a  hint  of 
olive-gold  iridescence. 

PCGS  Population:  21;  none  finer. 


2112  1905  MS-64.  Blushes  of  olive  iridescence  complement  the  frosty 
surfaces. 


2102  1895  MS-63.  Essentially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pink  on  the  reverse. 

The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Low  business  strike 
mintage  of  only  6,000  coins,  most  of  which  have  long  since  disap¬ 
peared.  Another  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. 


2103  1896  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck. 


2104  1898  MS-62.  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty 
and  the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and 
prooflike:  A  tiny  obverse  rim  bruise  is  noted  at  5:30. 


2105  1900  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  and  frosty. 

2106  1900  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck. 


2107  1901  MS-63.  Boldly  struck  and  frosty  with  a  delicate  nuance  of  ol¬ 

ive  iridescence. 


Virtually  Flawless  1906  $2.50 


2113  1906  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  sharply  struck.  A  delight¬ 
ful  gem  that  closely  approaches  perfection  both  technically  and 
aesthetically. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 


Another  Extraordinary  1906  $2.50 


2114  1906  MS-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  frosty.  Both  surfaces  ex¬ 
hibit  pleasing  olive-gold  iridescence. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 
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Outstanding  1906  Quarter  Eagle 


2115  1906  MS-66  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  pale 

olive-gold.  Virtually  all  design  features  are  as  sharp  as  could  be  de¬ 
sired. 


2116  1907  MS-64.  Partially  brilliant  in  the  central  areas  changing  to  ol¬ 
ive-gold  at  the  borders.  Last  year  of  issue  of  this  design  type. 


2117  1908  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  First  year  of  Bela  Lyon 
Pratt’s  Indian  design. 

Pratt,  who  was  a  student  of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  assumed  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  redesigning  the  gold  quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle.  Unlike  the  illustri¬ 
ous  $10  and  $20  which  had  been  redesigned  by  Saint-Gaudens  in  1907,  and 
which  had  been  widely  heralded  in  the  numismatic  and  popular  press,  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  Pratt  were  virtually  unknown.  Upon  their  announcement  early  in 
1908,  the  numismatic  community  was  taken  by  surprise.  Many  vinegary  com¬ 
ments  were  printed,  with  the  result  that  the  series  was  more  or  less  ignored  by 
the  collecting  community.  When  it  became  popular  to  acquire  gold  coins  by 
date  sequence,  which  discipline  started  in  a  large  way  in  the  1940s,  it  was  soon 
found  that  even  “common”  dates  of  Indian  quarter  eagles  and  half  eagles  were 
hard  to  find  in  Mint  State.  Today,  with  widespread  demand,  decent  examples 
are  even  more  difficult  to  locate. 


2118  1908  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  hints  of  saffron.  Pro¬ 
nounced  clash  marks  can  be  seen  at  the  Indian’s  neck. 


2119  1908  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  satiny.  The  feathers  in  the  Indian’s  head¬ 
dress  show  bold  detail  definition. 

2120  1908  MS-63.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces. 

2121  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  offering,  average  MS-62:  ☆  1908,  with 

reverse  graffiti  ☆  1909  ☆  1914  1915  ☆  1927  (2)  ft  1928  (2).  (To¬ 

tal:  8  pieces) 

2122  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  selection  comprised  of  mostly  differ¬ 
ent  issue ■.  1908  M  55  1910  \U-50  1911  EF-10  ☆  1912  MS 

62  T  1913  AU-50  ☆  1914-1)  AU-50  (2)  ☆  1925-1)  AU-55  ☆  1926 
AU-50  ft  1927  MS-62  ☆  1928  AU-55  ☆  1929  AU-58.  (Total:  12 
pieces) 


2123 

2124 

2125 

2126 

2127 


2128 


2129 

2130 


2131 


2132 


1909  MS-64.  Satiny  and  brilliant.  The  majority  of  design  features  I 
are  defined  to  full  advantage. 

Trio  of  Uncirculated  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  issues:  ☆  1909 
MS-62  ☆  1913  MS-61  ☆  1928  MS-62.  Each  is  brilliant.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

Offering  of  Indian  Head  quarter  eagles  grading  average  AU-50: 

☆  1909  (2)  ☆  1910  ☆  1912  ☆  1925-D  (3)  ☆  1927  (2)  ☆  1928  ☆  1929 
(2).  Most  have  toning.  (Total:  12  pieces) 

Mostly  brilliant  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  group,  average  AU- 

50:  ☆  1909  (2)  ☆  1912  ☆  1914  ☆  1915  (3)  ☆  1925-D  ☆  1928  (2). 
(Total:  10  pieces) 

Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  quartette:  ☆  1909  EF-40  ☆  1914-D  EF- 

45,  polished  ☆  1928  (2).  MS-61  and  AU-58.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


1910  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


1911  MS-63.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  fields  are  satiny  and  the  design 
elements  are  frosty. 


1911  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous  and  essentially  brilliant  with  a  faint  nu¬ 
ance  of  olive-gold. 


191 1-D  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  still  surviving.  A  very  nice  example  of  the  centerpoint  coin  in 
the  Indian  series.  Always  in  demand,  particularly  in  a  high  grade 
such  as  this. 


191 1-D  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  satiny  lustre  surviving  in  the 
recessed  areas.  Another  example  of  the  key  issue  among  the  differ¬ 
ent  varieties  of  1908-1929  Indian  quarter  eagles. 
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2133  1911-D  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant.  Much  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  in 
the  recessed  areas  of  the  designs. 


2134  1912  MS-63.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  smoky  gray. 

2135  1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  saffron. 

2136  1914  MS-60.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence. 


2137  1914-D  MS-63.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  blushes  and  wisps  of 
gray. 

2138  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  trio:  ☆  1915  (2).  MS-60  and  AU-50  ☆ 
1925-D  AU-50.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


2139  1925-D  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  brilliant.  The  edge  reeding  is  weak  at 

3:00  on  this  example. 

Final  Denver  Mint  issue  of  this  denomination.  Most  probably  struck  from 
Cripple  Creek  gold,  the  production  of  which  was  waning  by  this  time  (in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  boom  days  of  the  turn  of  the  century). 


2140  1925-D  MS-64.  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant. 

2141  Pair  of  Uncirculated  Indian  Head  issues:  ☆  1925-D  MS-60.  Brilliant 
☆  1926  MS-62.  Lightly  toned.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


2142  1926  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

2143  1926  MS-62.  Lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale 
olive-gold. 


2144  1927  MS-64.  Olive-gold  toning  on  frosty  surfaces. 


2145  1927  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Most  design  features  show  bold 

definition  on  this  example. 


2146 

2147 


1928  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  satiny. 

1929  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  brilliant. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  by  1929,  although  quarter  eagles  were  still  be¬ 
ing  made  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  scarcely  an  example  was  to  be  had  any¬ 
where  for  face  value.  Instead,  most  coins  had  slipped  into  the  hands  of  the 
public,  who  desired  them  as  souvenirs.  Contemporary  accounts  relate  that  in 
order  to  buy  them  at  face  value,  one  would  have  to  be  a  good  friend  of  a 
banker  or  pay  a  slight  premium.  This  had  very  beneficial  effects  in  1933  when 
the  government  called  in  common  gold  coins.  Quarter  eagles  of  all  dates  and 
mints  were  perceived  as  being  scarce  and  were  exempted  from  the  require¬ 
ment. 


2148  1929  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  brilliant. 


thrff-Doi  .i  .ar  Gold  Pieces 


2149  1854  AU-58.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty,  and  the 
fields  are  satiny.  Some  faint  hairlines  are  noted  on  both  surfaces. 

On  the  reverse  of  this  year  only,  the  word  DOLLARS  appears  in  much 
smaller  letters  than  those  employed  on  issues  from  1854-1889. 

2150  1854  AU-55.  Brilliant  with  almost  all  of  the  original  mint  lustre  sur¬ 
viving.  Magnification  reveals  some  faint  scratches  within  the  re¬ 
verse  wreath. 

2151  1854  AU-50.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  hints  of 
golden  brown. 

2152  1854  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre 
still  surviving. 

2153  1854  AU-50.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Essen¬ 
tially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  natural  iridescence. 

2154  1854  EF-40.  Brilliant  with  much  original  mint  lustre  surviving  in 
the  fields.  A  tiny  nick  can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  nose. 
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2155  1854  EF-40.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  saffron.  Much  satiny 
lustre  can  be  seen  at  the  borders  and  around  the  design  elements. 

2156  1854  VF-30.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence.  Magnification  reveals  a 
fine  pin  scratch  above  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse. 

2157  1854  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF-45.  Very  slightly  bent  with  a 
prominent  mark  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  Essentially  brilliant  and 
remarkably  lustrous  for  the  grade. 

2158  1854-0  EF-40.  Partially  brilliant  at  the  centers  changing  to  green¬ 
ish  gold  at  the  borders.  Magnification  reveals  some  fine  scratches 
within  the  wreath  on  the  reverse.  Remarkable  and  desirable  as  the 
only  New  Orleans  Mint  coin  of  this  denomination.  Production 
amounted  to  24,000  pieces,  with  the  result  that  the  1854-0  $3, 
while  scarce,  still  is  available  enough  that  just  about  anyone  desir¬ 
ing  an  example  can  acquire  one— witness  three  being  offered  in  the 
present  sale. 

Remarkable  and  desirable  as  the  only  New  Orleans  coin  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion. 

2159  1854-0  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  traces  of  lustre  noted  around 
the  letters  and  numerals.  Some  hairlines  are  present  and  a  few 
shallow  lamination  flaws  can  be  seen  near  the  letters  ICA  in 
AMERICA  on  the  obverse. 


2165  1856  AU-58.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the 
fields  are  satiny. 


2166  1856  AU-58.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  almost  all  of  the  original  mint 
lustre  still  surviving. 

2167  1856  VF-30.  Olive-gold  toning. 

2168  1856-S  VF-30.  Essentially  brilliant  with  a  faint  whisper  of  gray. 
Traces  of  prooflike  surface  can  be  seen  around  the  letters,  numer¬ 
als,  and  other  design  elements. 


2160  1854-0  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of  EF-40.  Olive-gold  toning.  The 
presence  of  a  few  stray  marks  on  both  surfaces  accounts  for  the 
assigned  net  grade. 


Lustrous  1855  $3 


2161  1855  MS-62.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  wisps  of  saffron 

toning  at  the  obverse  border.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields 
are  satiny.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  can  be  seen  at  the  base  of 
the  wreath  on  the  reverse.  Many  multiples  rarer  than  the  1854  at 
this  grade  level,  and  yet  the  difference  in  price  is  truly  nominal. 
Here,  indeed,  is  a  coin  with  a  great  deal  of  extra  value  hidden  be¬ 
tween  its  surfaces. 


2169  1857  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  satiny  lustre  surviving  in 
the  fields. 

2170  1857  VF-20.  Pale  olive-gold  surfaces.  A  small  obverse  rim  nick  can 
be  seen  at  6:00. 


2171  1858  EF-45.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  letters 

and  numerals.  Only  2,133  examples  were  made  of  the  1858  $3, 
and  probably  no  more  than  200  or  300  exist  today,  about  10%  of 
the  original  mintage.  Years  ago  it  was  popular  for  cataloguers  to 
showcase  an  1858  when  one  crossed  the  block.  Today,  so  many 
words  of  print  are  said  about  so  many  things  that  the  truly  scarce 
1858  $3  is  somewhat  lost  in  the  numismatic  shuffle.  However,  its 
integral  rarity  stays  intact,  as  does  its  desirability. 


2162  1855  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  mostly  lustrous.  Magnification  reveals  a 
few  faint  hairlines  in  the  fields. 

2163  1855  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant  and  mostly  lustrous. 


2164  1855-S  VF-35.  Pale  olive  iridescence.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre  can  be 
seen  at  the  obverse  periphery.  A  tiny  reverse  rim  bump  is  visible  at 
1:00. 

First  of  the  few  San  Francisco  Mint  varieties  issued  of  this  denomination. 


2172  1858  VF-25.  Delicate  olive-gold  iridescence.  A  faint  scratch  ex¬ 
tends  from  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  eye  to  a  point  about  halfway 
down  her  neck. 


2173  1859  AU-55.  Mosdy  brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces  with  some  light 
orange-gold  and  maroon  toning  around  the  rims. 

2174  1859  AU-50.  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with  wisps  of  natural  irides¬ 
cence  at  the  rims.  A  scratch  can  be  seen  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s 
bust  truncation. 

2175  1859  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Quite  lustrous  for  the  grade. 

2176  1859  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces  exhibit  wisps  of  satiny  lustre  at  the 
peripheries  and  around  the  design  elements.  Close  examination  re¬ 
veals  a  tiny  lamination  flaw  at  the  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress. 
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2177  1859  VF-30.  Greenish  gold  surfaces. 

2178  1860  AU-50.  Mostly  lustrous  and  fully  brilliant.  A  pair  of  tiny  re¬ 
verse  rim  marks  can  be  seen  at  7:00  and  10:00. 

2179  1860  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  wisps  of  rosy  iridescence  at 
the  obverse  border. 

Collect  three-dollar  gold  pieces?  Offhand,  this  seems  to  be  a  suggestion  only 
for  the  well-financed  buyer.  However,  a  perusal  of  market  prices  shows  that 
the  vast  majority  of  dates  and  mints  can  be  acquired  in  grades  such  as  EF  and 
AU  for  under  $1,000  per  coin,  some  of  them  in  the  $500  to  $700  range. 

All  $3  gold  pieces  are  scarce,  and  most  are  rare. 


2180  1861  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still 
survives  in  the  fields. 


2181  1862  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  with  much  satiny  lustre  in  the  pro¬ 

tected  areas.  Mint-caused  die  finish  lines  can  be  seen  on  both  sur¬ 
faces.  A  scarce  date  in  all  grades. 

Although  this  has  not  been  widely  noted  in  the  literature,  it  was  common 
practice  in  the  years  1861-1865  (during  the  Civil  War)  to  pay  scant  attention  to 
completely  finishing  the  dies.  Thus,  it  is  the  rule,  not  the  exception,  that  on 
silver  and  gold  issues  many  tiny  raised  parallel  lines  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse 
and  reverse,  these  being  particularly  evident  under  high  magnification.  The 
explanation  is  that  after  December  28,  1861,  the  Treasury  stopped  paying  out 
silver  and  gold  coins  and  relegated  them  to  storage  (these  did  not  reappear 
until  April  of  1876).  Thus,  these  pieces  did  not  have  “peer  review”  of  the  citi¬ 
zenry,  but  were  simply  bagged  and  tossed  into  vaults.  Today,  such  die  strikes 
are  interesting  to  study.  In  a  typical  instance,  these  lines  are  most  visible  on 
very  early  impressions  from  the  dies,  and  then  wore  away,  so  that  on  later  im¬ 
pressions  they  are  only  lightly  visible  or  not  visible  at  all. 


2184  1864  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  satiny.  Magnification  reveals  a  fine  line 
on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck.  All  of  the  $3  issues  of  this  era  are  true  nu¬ 
mismatic  classics,  and  only  a  few  hundred  exist  of  most  dates  in 
the  1860s  and  1870s  (1874  and  1878  are  notable  exceptions).  De¬ 
spite  this,  prices  for  the  most  part  are  quite  reasonable.  We  re-em¬ 
phasize  the  point  that  the  entire  era  offers  a  great  amount  of  nu¬ 
mismatic  value  in  relation  to  current  market  prices. 

2185  1864  EF-40.  Brilliant.  The  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  be¬ 
tween  satiny  and  prooflike. 


2186  1866  AU-55.  Satiny  and  brilliant. 

Just  4,000  business  strikes  were  minted,  of  which  90%  or  more  have  disap¬ 
peared  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Probably  a  couple  hundred  exist  today,  of 
which  the  presently  offered  piece  is  one  of  the  nicer  coins  we  have  seen. 

2187  1866  EF-40.  Blushes  of  delicate  natural  iridescence  enhance  both 
surfaces.  A  tiny  dig  can  be  seen  beneath  A  in  DOLLARS. 

2188  1866  VF-20.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  saffron  on  the  high 
points.  Wisps  of  prooflike  surface  can  be  seen  around  the  design 
elements.  Another  example  of  this  scarce  issue. 


2182  1862  VF-20.  The  fields  are  brilliant.  Blushes  of  pale  gray  ornament 
the  high  points. 


Very  Rare  1863  $3 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2183  1863  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  The  design  elements  are 

frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  In  true  Mint  State,  such  as  the 
present  piece,  the  1863  $3  is  a  formidable  rarity.  Only  a  few  exist 
in  all  of  numismatics.  The  astute  collector  will  bid  liberally  on  this 
coin  knowing  that  a  true  showpiece  is  in  the  offing. 


2189  1867  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant.  The  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate 
between  satiny  and  prooflike.  Only  2,600  business  strikes  were 
minted,  and  probably  fewer  than  150  exist  today.  Rarity  and  desir¬ 
ability  are  combined  in  this  coin,  and  yet  the  current  market  price 
levels  are  much  less  than  one  might  expect. 

2190  1867  VF-20.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence. 

Satiny  1868  $3 


2191  1868  MS-61  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the 
fields  are  somewhat  reflective.  A  rarity  in  Mint  State  form.  Prob¬ 
ably  only  a  few  dozen  such  pieces  exist  in  all  of  numismatics. 

2192  1868  VF-30.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  considerable  prooflike  charac¬ 
ter  in  the  protected  areas. 

2193  1869  EF-40.  Fully  brilliant  and  remarkably  prooflike  for  the  grade. 
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Low-Mintage  1871  $3 


2194  1871  AU-58,  prooflike.  Fully  brilliant.  The  frosty  devices  contrast 
nicely  with  the  reflective  fields.  Only  1,300  business  strikes  were 
produced,  one  of  the  smaller  mintages  in  a  series  replete  with  low 
production  figures.  A  major  opportunity  for  the  specialist,  and  yet 
the  market  price  is  quite  reasonable. 


Seldom  Seen  1872  $3 


2195  1872  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  orange-gold. 
Much  original  prooflike  character  can  be  seen  at  the  borders  and 
around  the  design  elements.  With  a  business  strike  mintage  of  just 
2,000  coins  (plus  30  Proofs)  the  1872  is  an  incredible  rarity.  Most 
probably,  no  more  than  a  couple  hundred  business  strikes  exist, 
and  the  figure  may  well  be  below  125.  A  piece  such  as  this  is  in¬ 
credibly  appealing,  and  with  current  market  values  being  what 
they  are,  there  seems  to  be  quite  a  bit  of  opportunity  here. 


2199  1874  AU-55.  Brilliant  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  sur¬ 
viving. 

2200  1874  AU-50.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Mag¬ 
nification  reveals  a  faint  pin  scratch  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  face  and  neck. 


2201  1878  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An  attractive  example  that 
would  look  very  nice  in  a  high-quality  type  set  of  United  States 
gold  coins. 

2202  1878  AU-55.  Satiny  and  brilliant.  Two  tiny  rim  marks  are  noted  on 
the  obverse  and  are  mentioned  for  accuracy’s  sake. 

2203  1878  AU-50.  Frosty  lustre.  Magnification  reveals  some  scarcely  no¬ 
ticeable  hairlines. 

2204  1878  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  obverse  exhibits  pronounced 
prooflike  character;  the  reverse  is  frosty. 


Impressive  1874  $3 


2196  1874  MS-62.  The  frosty  devices  nicely  complement  the  satiny 
fields.  Both  surfaces  are  brilliant. 

The  business  strike  mintage  of  this  year  was  41,800  pieces,  much  larger  than 
usual  for  the  era.  As  such,  this  and  the  1878  (which  also  has  a  higher  mintage) 
are  good  candidates  for  inclusion  in  type  sets,  where  design  is  more  important 
than  having  a  rare  date. 


2197  1874  AU-58.  Attractive  and  brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 
the  fields  are  satiny. 


2198  1874  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  hints  of  pale  lilac-gray  on 

both  surfaces. 


2205  1878  AU-50.  Satiny  and  brilliant.  Two  fine  pin  scratches  are  on  the 
obverse. 


Low  Mintage  1883  $3 


2206  1883  EF-40.  Brilliant.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields  are  re¬ 
flective.  Mintage  of  900  business  strikes  plus  89  Proofs,  or  a  total 
of  989  pieces— one  of  very  few  regular-issue  United  States  gold 
coins  with  a  production  figure  below  the  1,000  mark. 

It  may  be  interesting  for  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  or  The  Coin 
Collector  to  make  up  a  listing,  together  with  a  commentary,  of  United  States 
dates  and  mintmarks  of  United  States  coins  of  which  fewer  than  1,000  were 
struck.  The  list  would  be  a  small  one,  and  prices  would  vary  dramatically. 


Blazing  1884  Proof  $3 


2207  1884  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  A  splendid  gem  example 

having  frosty  cameo  devices  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  Virtually  all 
design  features  are  boldly  and  deeply  defined.  One  of  106  Proofs 
struck  this  year,  complemented  by  1,000  business  strikes,  y  ielding 
a  total  production  of  1,106  pieces— among  the  lower  figures  in 


1  18 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Collections  of  Edgar  M.  Rossi  &  R.  Sloan  Wilson,  M.I). 


19th-century  American  coinage.  While  106  Proofs  were  made,  we 
estimate  that  many  of  them  have  disappeared  over  the  years,  and 
probably  the  net  numbers  surviving  is  in  the  range  of  50  to  70 
coins,  of  which  the  present  Proof-64  is  among  the  nicer  examples. 
1  CCS  population  information  (ditto  for  NGC  information)  is  in¬ 
teresting,  and  in  a  relative  sense,  useful,  but  must  not  be  taken  as 
absolute.  Many  of  the  more  expensive  issues  in  American  numis¬ 
matics  and  all  19th-century  gold  coins  are  in  this  category — have 
been  submitted  to  the  grading  services  on  multiple  occasions,  thus 
swelling  the  apparent  number  of  coins  in  existence  per  population 
teports,  unless  care  is  taken  to  notify  the  grading  service  of  such 
duplication  (which  is  not  often  done  these  days). 

PCGS  Population:  15;  10  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 


Proof  1886  Three-Dollar  Piece 


2212  1888  MS-60,  prooflike.  Essentially  brilliant  with  some  splashes  of 

orange-gold.  Both  surfaces  show  considerable  cameo  contrast. 


2208  1886  Proof-55.  Attractive  for  the  grade  with  sharp  satiny  devices 

and  nicely  reflective  fields.  This  Proof  was  probably  “spent”  and 
was  in  circulation  for  a  few  weeks. 

The  total  mintage  of  the  1886  $3  amounted  to  just  1,000  business  strikes 
and  142  Proofs— certainly  creating  a  numismatic  classic  by  any  standard. 


2209  1887  AU-58.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields 
show  pronounced  prooflike  character. 


2210  1887  AU-50.  Cleaned  in  the  past.  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
saffron  iridescence  at  the  rims. 


Splendid  1888  $3 


2211  1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Outstanding  both  techni¬ 

cally  and  aesthetically.  A  tiny  lint  mark  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse 
by  the  third  8  in  the  date;  an  unusual  feature  for  a  business  strike. 
An  excellent  opportunity  to  acquire  a  high-grade  example  for  ei¬ 
ther  a  specialized  date  collection  or  a  type  set. 


2213  1888  AU-55.  Brilliant.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields  show 
considerable  prooflike  character. 


2214  1888  AU-50.  Satiny  and  brilliant. 


2215  1888  AU-50.  Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  pink 
iridescence  at  the  rims. 


2216  1888  AU-50.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the  original 

mint  lustre  surviving  in  the  fields. 


2217  1889  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  brilliant. 

2218  1889  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  prooflike.  An  obverse  rim  repair  is 
noted  at  4:00. 

2219  1889  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  satiny. 

2220  1889  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  still 
brilliant.  Some  planchet  roughness  can  be  seen  in  the  field  behind 
Miss  Liberty’s  head. 
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half  Eagles 


Attractive  1795  $5 

Small  Eagle  Reverse 


2221  1795  Small  Eagle.  Breen-4D.  Rarity-5.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Mostly  bril¬ 

liant  surfaces  with  some  wisps  of  olive-gold  at  the  borders.  The 
impressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent  centering  and  no  adjust¬ 
ment  marks  can  be  seen.  A  tiny  spot  is  noted  within  the  second  A 
in  AMERICA. 

Variety  with  final  S  in  STATES  punched  over  an  erroneous  D. 

This  is  the  first  circulating  gold  coin  produced  by  the  United  States.  Deliver¬ 
ies  of  half  eagles  were  made  in  summer  1795.  Although  copper  coins  had  been 
struck  in  quantity  beginning  in  1793,  no  gold  was  produced  until  two  years 
later. 


2222  1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  Large  8,  13-Star  Reverse.  B-1B.  Rarity-5+. 
Net  VG-8;  sharpness  of  EF-40.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  still  fully 
brilliant.  The  obverse  field  shows  indications  of  having  been  bur¬ 
nished,  probably  to  remove  graffiti.  The  reverse  and  edge,  how¬ 
ever,  appear  to  be  entirely  free  of  any  such  alterations. 


High-Grade  1798  $5 


2223  1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  Large  8,  13-Star  reverse.  B-2D.  Rarity-4.  MS- 

62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence.  Wisps  of 
golden  brown  can  be  seen  at  the  rims.  The  impressions  of  both 
dies  show  excellent  centering. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2  finer  (MS-63  finest). 

The  obverse  can  be  immediately  recognized  by  the  wide  spacing  between 
stars  four  and  five.  The  rim  cuds  on  the  reverse  at  12:00  and  1:00  make  identi¬ 
fication  a  simple  task. 

Although  100  or  more  examples  of  B-21)  may  exist  in  all  grades,  only  a  tiny 
handful  of  Uncirculated  pieces  have  been  accounted  for.  Appended  herewith 


is  a  census  of  examples  which  have  been  offered  as  Uncirculated  over  the 
years.  Our  census  was  based  on  a  survey  of  more  than  1 ,000  major  auction 
catalogues,  mail  sales,  and  fixed  price  lists.  Of  course,  it  is  worth  noting  that 
not  all  examples  offered  in  the  past  as  Uncirculated  would  necessarily  be  re¬ 
garded  as  such  if  evaluated  by  today’s  strict  grading  standards.  The  presently 
offered  piece  may  be  identical  with  one  of  the  following: 

1)  Rarcoa,  April  1975,  Central  States,  Lot  281. 

2)  Florida,  January  1984,  Winter,  Lot  666. 

3)  Mid-American,  May  1985,  Georgia,  Lot  1399. 

4)  Stack’s,  October  1995,  Stack,  Lot  1037. 

The  following  two  listings  may  constitute  duplicate  appearances  of  pieces 
enumerated  above: 

Rarcoa,  April  1963,  Bell,  Lot  571;  Stack’s,  May  1965  Pierce,  Lot  1281. 

Scarce  1798  B-4F  $5  Variety 


2224  1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  Small  8.  B-4F.  Rarity-5.  VF-30.  Olive-gold 
toning.  Some  faint  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen  in 
the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  face.  The  impressions  of  both 
dies  show  excellent  centering.  Scarce  die  variety. 

Some  thought  is  being  given  at  our  office  to  creating  a  reference  book  on 
1795-1839  gold  coins  by  die  varieties,  giving  historical,  technical,  rarity,  and 
other  information,  with  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  of  our  staff  already  having 
done  much  research.  If  any  readers  are  interested  in  the  project,  please  con¬ 
tact  Mark  Borckardt  of  our  staff.  The  idea  is  still  in  the  formative  stage. 

2225  1800  B-1B.  Rarity-4.  Net  G-5;  Sharpness  of  VF-25.  Olive-gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Holed  and  plugged  at  12:00  relative  to  the  obverse.  The 
edge  is  damaged  at  5:00.  In-person  examination  is  suggested  to 
prospective  bidders. 

2226  1800  B-1D.  Rarity-4.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  EF-40.  Cleaned  long 
ago  and  still  fully  brilliant.  A  minor  obverse  rim  bruise  is  noted  at 
7:00.  Apparently  once  mounted  in  jewelry. 

2227  1802/1  Overdate.  Breen  Obverse:  1.  The  reverse  attribution  is 
uncertain,  probably  J.  Net  G-4;  sharpness  of  F-12.  Ex  jewelry.  Dam¬ 
aged,  repaired,  polished,  and  now  fully  brilliant.  In-person  exami¬ 
nation  is  suggested  to  prospective  bidders. 

The  reverse  is  not  the  same  as  that  of  any  of  the  1802  half  eagles  in  the  ex¬ 
tensive  Bowers  and  Merena  photo  files.  It  seems  to  be  a  close  match,  however, 
for  the  description  of  Reverse  J  in  Walter  Breen’s  “New  Varieties  of  $1,  $2.50, 
and  $5  United  States  Gold.”  The  1J  variety  was  considered  to  be  unique  at  the 
time  it  was  first  described  by  Breen  in  1968. 

2228  1803/2  Overdate.  B-1C.  Rarity-4.  Net  VG;  sharpness  AU-50.  Ex¬ 
tensively  tooled  with  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  and  eye  showing  the  most 
prominent  alterations.  Additionally,  the  field  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  face  has  been  smoothed.  On  the  other  hand,  the  reverse 
presents  an  outstanding  appearance  and  the  edge  reeding  is  origi¬ 
nal. 

2229  1803/2  Overdate.  B-2D.  Rarity-4.  Net  VG-8.  Wisps  of  orange  can 
be  seen  at  the  borders.  Ex  jewelry  with  solder  remnants  noted  on 
edge.  Most  of  the  edge  reeding  is  missing.  Lightly  polished  and 
mostly  brilliant. 
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2230  1804  Small  8.  B-2C.  Rarity-5.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF-45.  Fully 
brilliant  and  nicely  centered.  The  edges  have  been  filed  in  spots 
and  the  fields  have  been  smoothed. 


2231  1805  B-3B.  Rarity-4  to  5.  Net  F-12.  Mostly  brilliant  with  blushes  of 

gray  on  the  high  points.  Ex  jewelry.  Repaired  and  polished. 


2232  1807  Capped  Bust  Right.  B-3C.  Rarity-7.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of 
VF-25.  Nicely  centered  with  olive-gold  toning.  Some  pin  scratches 
on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  and  in  front  of  her  forehead  account  for 
the  assigned  net  grade. 


2233  1807  Capped  Bust  Left.  B-5D.  Rarity-3.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Olive-gold 
surfaces  with  traces  of  frosty  lustre  visible  around  the  stars,  letters, 
and  numerals.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  are  nicely  centered.  A 
fine  line  can  be  seen  in  the  field  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  cap. 

New  design  by  John  Reich,  an  assistant  engraver  who  stayed  about  a  decade 
at  the  Mint. 


2234  1807  Capped  Bust  Left.  B-5D.  Rarity-3.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of 
EF-40.  Cleaned  long  ago  and  still  fully  brilliant.  Some  faint  mint- 
caused  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen  at  the  reverse  border  be¬ 
tween  4:00  and  7:00,  and  some  fine  pin  scratches  are  noted  on  the 
obverse. 
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2235  1807  Capped  Bust  Left.  B-5D.  Rarity-3.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of 
AU-50.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  still  brilliant.  Once  mounted  in 
jewelry.  Faint  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen  at  the  re¬ 
verse  rim  between  10:00  and  12:00. 


Attractive  1808  Half  Eagle 


2236  1808  B-4A.  Rarity-4.  AU-50.  Mostly  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant 
.  with  splashes  of  golden  brown  and  lilac.  The  impressions  of  both 
dies  are  nicely  centered  and  display  full  dentilation. 

During  this  year  John  K.  Reich,  creator  of  the  $5  design,  cut  the  dies  for  the 
Washington  Benevolent  Society  medal,  a  splendid  example  of  the  craft,  and 
certainly  a  showcase  of  Reich’s  work. 


2237  1808  B-4B.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  AU-55.  Sharply 
struck  with  green-gold  surfaces.  Lighdy  polished  on  the  obverse. 
Possibly  mounted  in  jewelry  long  ago. 


2238  1810  Small  Date,  Tall  5.  B-2D.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of 
EF-40.  Olive-gold  toning.  The  surfaces  have  been  sweated  and  the 
edge  reeding  is  missing.  In-person  examination  is  suggested  to 
prospective  bidders. 


2239  1811  Small  5.  B-1B.  Rarity-3  to  4.  Net  F-12;  AU-50.  Expertly  bur¬ 
nished  long  ago  to  give  an  Uncirculated  appearance.  The  obverse 
in  particular  is  very  nicely  centered. 


2240  1813  B-1B.  Rarity-4.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  VF-35.  Olive  gold  sur 
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faces.  Holed  and  skillfully  plugged.  Close  examination  reveals  a 
taint  scratch  beneath  Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 

1834  Classic  Head  $5 

Crosslet  4 


2241  1834  Classic  Head.  Crosslet  4.  Breen-6303.  EF-40.  Lightly 
cleaned  in  the  past  and  still  brilliant.  A  tiny  obverse  rim  bruise  can 
be  seen  at  10:00. 

2242  1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  Breen-6501.  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant 
surfaces  with  traces  of  satiny  lustre  visible  around  the  stars,  letters, 
and  numerals.  The  fields  show  considerable  prooflike  character. 

2243  Classic  Head  half  eagle  quartette:  ☆  1834  Plain  4  (3).  EF-45,  VF- 
30,  and  F-12  ☆  1936  AU-50  PL.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2244  Pair  of  Classic  Head  half  eagles:  ☆  1834  Plain  4.  EF-40  ☆  1836 
VF-20.  Each  has  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2245  1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  Breen-6501.  Net  VF-35;  actually  AU-55, 
but  lightly  polished  long  ago  and  now  retoned  in  delicate  green- 
gold.  Most  design  features  are  sharp  save  for  a  few  obverse  stars. 


2250  1837  Breen-6513.  AU-50.  Brilliant.  Most  of  the  eagle’s  plumage 
details  are  boldly  delineated  on  this  example. 


Frosty  1838  Half  Eagle 


2251  1838  Breen-6514.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  on 

frosty  surfaces.  Most  design  features  are  fully  defined.  A  tiny 
planchet  void  can  be  seen  in  the  field  beneath  the  eagle’s  beak.  A 
condition  rarity  at  this  level.  Indeed,  in  any  Mint  State  grade  the 
1838  Classic  Head  is  an  object  of  desire. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  4  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Variety  with  large  reverse  arrows. 


2252  1838  Breen-6515.  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant  with  much  original  mint 
frost  surviving  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 


2246  1835  Breen-6504.  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  still  surviving  at  the  peripheries  and  around  the  design 
elements. 

Breen’s  “First  Head”  as  described  in  his  Encyclopedia.  The  type  is  character¬ 
ized  by  its  nearly  straight  bust  truncation  and  the  narrow  center  stroke  of  the  8 
in  the  date. 

Lustrous  1836  Half  Eagle 


2247  1836  Breen-6509.  MS-61.  Fully  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with 

some  blushes  of  pale  lilac  iridescence.  Most  design  features  are 
sharp. 

2248  1836  Breen-6509.  AU-50.  Pale  olive-gold  surfaces.  Traces  of  frosty 
lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas. 


2249  1837  Breen-6513.  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  original 

mint  lustre  still  surviving  in  the  fields. 


2253  1840  AU-55.  Pleasing  green-gold  surfaces.  Much  satiny  lustre  can 
be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 

"Narrow  Mill”  variety.  Diameter:  0.859  inches. 


2254  1840  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  Traces  of  prooflike  char¬ 
acter  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  Most  de¬ 
sign  features  are  sharp,  including  the  obverse  stars,  Miss  Liberty’s 
hair,  and  the  eagle’s  plumage. 

This  is  the  Narrow  Mill  variety  listed  in  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  as  B- 
6523.  “Very  rare  above  EF." 

2255  Half  eagle  quartette:  ☆  1840  EF-45  ☆  1844-0  VF-25  ☆  1894-0  EF- 
45  ☆  1909-0  Net  EF-40,  probably  used  as  jewelry;  solder  remnants 
are  on  the  edge.  Well  known  as  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  Indian 
series.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


2256  1840-C  VF-30.  Warm  olive-gold  toning. 

This  is  the  Broad  Mill  variety  listed  in  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  as  6  6521 
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2257  1844-C  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  VF-30.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  2266  1853-D  Pale  green-gold  surfaces.  A  tiny  rim  nick  is  present  be- 
still  essentially  brilliant.  A  faint  scratch  is  noted  in  the  field  in  front  neath  I  in  FIVE, 

of  Miss  Liberty’s  face. 


2258  1844-D  EF-40.  Warm  olive-gold  iridescence  with  wisps  of  violet  at 
the  borders.  Always  in  demand,  as  are  all  Dahlonega  Mint  coins. 

Over  the  years  a  number  of  numismatists  have  found  it  to  be  a  fascinating 
challenge  to  assemble  sets  of  Dahlonega  and/or  Charlotte  Mint  coins  by  date. 
Among  half  eagles  there  are  no  impossible  rarities,  although  all  pieces  are 
scarce  and  some  are  especially  so.  When  completed,  such  an  arrangement 
makes  a  beautiful  display  with  a  great  deal  of  numismatic  history  and  romance 
attached. 

2259  Selection  of  half  eagles  with  mintmarks:  ☆  1844-0  (2).  EF-45  and 
EF-40  ☆  1857-0  VF-20  ☆  1882-CC  AU-55  ☆  1884-CC  VF-30  ☆ 
1891-CC  AU-55  (2)  ☆  1905-S  AU-50  ☆  1907-D  AU-55  (3).  Some  are 
brilliant;  others  are  toned.  (Total:  11  pieces) 

2260  Liberty  Head  half  eagle  group:  ☆  1844-0  VF-30  ☆  1857  AU-50  ☆ 
1888  AU-50  ☆  1895  AU-50  ☆  1896  AU-58.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

*. 

2261  19th-century  half  eagle  quartette:  ☆  1847  VF-20  ☆  1852  EF-40  (2) 
☆  1856.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2262  1847-D  VF-35  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  traces  of 
prooflike  character  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  Close 
examination  reveals  a  shallow  scratch  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s 
nose  and  a  fine  line  on  her  cheek.  Doubtless,  the  grading  experts 
at  PCGS  factored  this  in  when  assigning  the  VF-35  grade. 

2263  1849-C  VF-20.  Brilliant,  albeit  somewhat  bagmarked,  surfaces. 
Softness  at  the  eagle’s  right  thigh  (viewer’s  left),  is  probably  due  to 
soft  striking  rather  than  wear. 


Lustrous  1856-C  Half  Eagle 


2267  1856-C  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  with  much  satiny  lustre  still  surviving 

in  the  fields.  Close  examination  reveals  a  tiny  obverse  rim  mark  at 
11:00.  A  very  nice  example,  considerably  above  average,  of  this 
elusive  variety. 

2268’  1856-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  surfaces  with  wisps  of  sable  iri¬ 
descence  at  the  obverse  border.  An  excellent  example  of  an  issue 
which  is  quite  scarce  at  this  grade  level— seemingly  this  piece  is 
among  the  top  several  dozen  known— but  which  sells  for  very  little 
more  than  a  common  issue. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  12  finer  (MS-63  finest). 

This  Medium  S  Mintmark  variety  is  listed  in  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  as 
B-6626. 


Impressive  1849-D  $5 


2264  1849-D  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  saffron.  Much  sat¬ 

iny  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  A 
small  reverse  rim  bump  is  present  at  4:00. 

With  a  mintage  of  39,036  coins,  the  1849-D  checks  in  as  the  lowest  produc¬ 
tion  half  eagle  of  this  year,  contrasting  to  the  64,823  struck  at  Charlotte  and 
the  133,070  minted  in  Philadelphia. 


2265  1850-D  EF-45.  Olive-gold  toning.  Wisps  of  lustre  can  be  seen  at  the 

borders  and  around  the  design  elements.  With  a  mintage  figure  of 
43,984  coins,  the  1850-D  is  the  rarest  of  the  three  issues  produced 
this  year  (63,591  were  minted  at  Charlotte  and  64,491  at  Philadel¬ 
phia). 


2269  1858-D  VF-35  (PCGS).  Blushes  of  blue-gray  and  pink  iridescence 

enhance  both  surfaces.  Magnification  reveals  a  pair  of  barely  no¬ 
ticeable  lines  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  Scarce  Dahlonega  Mint  is¬ 
sue,  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  half  eagle  this  year. 


2270  1859-S  VF-30.  Pale  olive-gold  surfaces.  Traces  of  frosty  lustre  can 
be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 

Desirable  1860-D  $5 


2271  1860-D  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  mint  lustre  noted  in 

the  protected  areas.  The  next  to  last  half  eagle  from  the  Dahlonega 
Mint.  Just  14,635  were  minted,  of  which  we  would  estimate  that  no 


m 


OWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Collections  of  Edgar  M.  Rossi  6 f  R.  Sloan  Wilson,  M.D. 


more  than  3%  to  4%  exist  to  the  present  day,  and  even  this  range 
may  be  liberal. 


Sharply  Struck  1861  $5 


2272  1861  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with 
blushes  of  greenish  gold  iridescence.  Most  design  features  are 
boldly  and  deeply  defined  including  the  obverse  stars  and  the 
eagle’s  claws  and  feathers. 

PCGS  Population:  19;  12  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

2273  1861  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  almost  all  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  mint  lustre  still  surviving. 


Low-Mintage  1864  Half  Eagle 


2274  1864  EF-45  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  a  hint  of  olive-gold.  A 
tiny  reverse  rim  nick  is  noted  beneath  the  F  in  FIVE.  Only  4,170 
business  strikes  were  minted— this  in  an  era  in  which  a  number  of 
rarities  occur.  Business  strike  half  eagles  were  not  collected  by  nu¬ 
mismatists;  when  they  were  minted  they  became  worn  from  circu¬ 
lation.  Today,  examples  are  rare  in  all  grade  levels. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  5  finer  (AU-55  finest). 


2277  Liberty  Head  half  eagle  selection  including  some  Uncirculated 
pieces;  ☆  1878  EF^IO,  with  obverse  and  reverse  digs  ☆  1895  (2). 
MS-60  and  AU-55  ☆  1898  AU-55  ☆  1900  MS-62  ☆  1901  MS-61. 
(Total:  6  pieces) 

2278  Group  of  Coronet  type  half  eagles  grading  average  AU-50:  ☆ 

1880  with  reverse  spots  ☆  1881  ☆  1882  ☆  1884  ☆  1885.  Most  have 
delicate  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2279  19th-century  half  eagle  assortment,  average  AU-50:  ☆  1880  ☆ 

1881  ☆  1882  (2)  ☆  1884  ☆  1885  ☆  1886  ☆  1898.  Some  are  bril¬ 
liant;  others  are  lightly  toned.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

2280  Group  of  mostly  lustrous  half  eagles  grading  average  AU-50:  ☆ 

1880  ☆  1892  ☆  1893  ☆  1895  (3)  ☆  1898  (2)  ☆  1899  (3)  ☆  1900. 
(Total:  12  pieces) 


Lovely  1880-CC  $5 


2281  1880-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 

satiny  and  the  fields  exhibit  considerable  prooflike  character. 


2282  1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  olive  iri¬ 

descence  at  the  borders.  Most  design  features  show  bold  detail 
definition. 


Rare  1872  Half  Eagle 


2275  1872  EF-40  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  warm  olive 

iridescence.  Traces  of  prooflike  surface  can  be  seen  around  the 
stars,  letters,  numerals,  and  central  devices.  Only  1,660  business 
strikes  were  made. 

Low  mintages  characterized  many  half  eagle  issues  at  Philadelphia.  There 
was  a  great  demand  for  coins  for  export  and  commercial  services,  and  given  a 
specific  amount  of  gold  bullion  the  $20  denomination  was  more  convenient  to 
coin  and  handle. 


2276  1875-S  VF-30  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  saffron  iri¬ 

descence  in  the  fields.  Scarce  in  all  grades. 


2283  1881  MS-61.  Quality  assortment  of  Liberty  Head  half  eagles,  all 
different  dates:  ☆  1881  MS-61  ☆  1899  AU-50  ☆  1900  AU-50  (2)  ☆ 
1907  AU-55.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2284  Philadelphia  Mint  half  eagle  group  grading  average  AU-50:  ☆ 

1881  (6)  ☆  1884  ☆  1885  (3).  Most  have  light  toning.  (Total:  10 
pieces) 

2285  Uncirculated  half  eagle  quartette.  All  are  brilliant:  ☆  1881-S  MS- 
61  ☆  1900  MS-60  ☆  1901  MS-60  ☆  1905  MS-60.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2286  Offering  of  San  Francisco  Mint  half  eagles  grading  average  EF-45 
to  AU-50:  ☆  1881-S  (2)  ☆  1882-S  ☆  1884-S  ☆  1886-S  (4)  ☆  1887-S 
(3)  ☆  1892-S  ☆  1900-S  ☆  1901-S  ☆  1902-S  ☆  1905-S.  Most  have 
light  toning.  (Total:  16  pieces) 

2287  1882-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


2288  1883  MS-63.  Mostly  brilliant  in  the  central  areas  with  wisps  of  or¬ 
ange-brown  at  the  borders. 
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2289  San  Francisco  Mint  half  eagle  quintette:  ☆  1885-S  AU-50  ☆  1886- 
S  AU-50  ☆  1893-S  EF-40  ☆  1900-S  AU-55  ☆  1903-S  EF-45.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 

2290  Lustrous  half  eagle  selection  including  Uncirculated  pieces:  ☆ 

1887-S  MS-60  ☆  1897  AU-58  ☆  1900  AU-58  ☆  1906  AU-58  ☆  1908 
Liberty.  MS-60  ☆  1910  AU-55  ☆  1910-S  AU-50  ☆  1913  AU-50  ☆ 
1915-S  AU-50.  (Total:  9  pieces) 


2303  1904  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


2291 

2292 

2293 

2294 

2295 

2296 

2297 

2298 

2299 

2300 

2301 


2302 


Uncirculated  1891-CC  $5 


1891-CC  MS-62,  prooflike.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are 
sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective. 

1891- CC  MS-60.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck. 

1892- CC  AU-55.  Satiny  and  brilliant.  A  few  tiny  marks  can  be  seen 
by  the  2  in  the  date. 

1892-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  hints 
of  golden  brown  at  the  borders.  Much  original  mint  lustre  can  be 
seen  in  the  fields. 

Offering  of  Liberty  Head  half  eagles  each  grading  MS-62:  ☆  1893 
(2)  ☆  1900  (2)  ☆  1907  (2).  All  are  brilliant  and  frosty.  (Total:  6 
pieces) 

1895  MS-62.  Sharply  struck  and  frosty  with  just  a  whisper  of  olive 
iridescence. 

1897-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Liberty  Head  half  eagle  group:  ☆  1900  AU-50  (2)  ☆  1901  EF-45  ☆ 
1902  EF-45  ☆  1905  EF-45  (2)  ☆  1906  AU-50  (2)  ☆  1907  (2).  AU-55 
and  AU-50.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

1901  MS-63.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  design  elements  are  frosty  and 
the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and 
prooflike. 

1901-S/S  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  satiny. 

Trio  of  half  eagles  with  mintmarks:  ☆  1901-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  ☆ 
1909-D  AU-50.  Toned  ☆  191 1-S  EF-40.  Toned.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


1902  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  with  most  design  features  showing 
bold  definition  including  the  obverse  stars,  each  of  which  displays 
its  radials. 


Attractive  Proof  1906  $5 


2304  1906  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  superbly  rendered  de¬ 
sign  elements;  each  feature  is  boldly  and  deeply  defined.  The  de¬ 
vices  are  satiny  and  the  fields  are  glittering  mirrors.  To  our  eye  this 
piece  has  the  visual  appeal  of  certain  coins  with  higher  numerical 
designation. 

Just  85  Proofs  were  minted,  a  small  figure,  of  which  probably  no  more  than 
40  or  50  survive  today. 


Desirable  1907-D  Half  Eagle 


2305  1907-D  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Quite  scarce  in  this  preser¬ 
vation,  although  readily  available  in  lower  grades.  One  of  just  two 
Denver  Mint  Liberty  Head  coins  of  this  denomination. 

2306  Uncirculated  Indian  Head  half  eagle  pair:  ☆  1908  MS-62.  Lightly 
toned  ☆  1912  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Each  has  satiny  lustre.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 

2307  1908  Indian.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  iridescence  with  much  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  visible  in  the  protected  areas. 

2308  Assortment  of  Indian  Head  half  eagles,  mostly  Philadelphia  Mint 
issues:  ☆  1908  EF-40  ☆  1909  (2).  AU-50  and  EF-40  ☆  1910  EF-40 
(2)  ☆  1911  AU-50,  stained  ☆  1912  EF-45  ☆  1912-S  EF-40  ☆  1913 
EF-45.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  9  pieces) 

2309  1908-D  MS-62.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  misting  of  saffron  irides¬ 
cence  on  the  reverse. 

2310  San  Francisco  Mint  trio:  ☆  1908-S  EF-40  ☆  1909-S  EF40.  Struck 
from  clashed  dies.  A  fine  scratch  is  noted  on  the  reverse  ☆  1910-S 
AU-50.  (Total:  3  pieces) 
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Superb  1909  Half  Eagle 


2311  1909  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck.  A  su¬ 

perb  gem  that  ranks  among  the  very  finest  known  Uncirculated 
pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  33;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


2312  Indian  Head  half  eagle  quartette:  ☆  1909  EF-40  ☆  1909-D  (3).  MS- 
62,  MS-60,  and  AU-58.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2313  Mostly  lustrous  half  eagle  offering:  ☆  1909  EF-40  ☆  1910  (2).  AU- 
55  and  AU-50  ☆  1911  AU-50  ☆  1912  AU-50  ☆  1913  AU-55  (2)  ☆ 
1915  (3).  AU-55  and  AU-50  (2).  One  of  the  1915  pieces  has  a  re¬ 
verse  scratch.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

2314  1909-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  attractive.  Mostly  brilliant  with 
some  hints  of  orange-gold  on  the  reverse. 

2315  1909-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant. 

2316  Indian  Head  half  eagle  quintette:  ☆  1909-D  AU-58  ☆  1910  EF-45 
☆  1911  AU-55  ☆  191 1-D  EF-40  ☆  1915  AU-50.  All  have  toning. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

2317  1909-D  AU-58.  Satiny  and  brilliant. 

2318  About  Uncirculated  Indian  Head  half  eagle  grouping:  ☆  1909-D 

AU-55  (3)  ☆  1911  AU-55  (2)  ☆  1914-S  AU-50.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


2319  Denver  Mint  half  eagle  assortment:  ☆  1909-D  (4).  AU-55  (2)  and 
AU-50  (2)  ☆  1910-D  AU-55  ☆  191 1-D  AU-55.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


2320  1909-0  EF^45.  Partially  brilliant  and  quite  lustrous  for  the  grade. 
The  only  New  Orleans  Mint  coin  of  the  Indian  half  eagle  type,  and 
one  of  the  scarcest  of  all  issues  of  the  design.  Always  considered  a 
key  design. 


2322  191 1  -S  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  satiny. 


2323  1913  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  with  most  design  features  showing  bold; 
definition.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  whisper  of  olive- 
gold. 


2324  1915  MS-63.  Fustrous  surfaces  exhibit  delicate  intermingled  or¬ 
ange-gold  and  olive  iridescence. 


Splendid  1916-S  $5 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2325  1916-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  satiny.  A  splendid  example  of  an  issue 
which  when  seen  is  apt  to  be  in  grades  such  as  EF,  AU,  or  occasion¬ 
ally  lower  Mint  State.  At  the  choice  level  here  offered,  examples 
are  indeed  rare.  The  1916-S  is  further  desirable  as  the  last  of  the 
“early”  series,  from  1908  through  this  year,  after  which  no  half 
eagles  were  struck  until  1929. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Reed  FI  awn  Collection,  October  1993,  Lot 

1022. 


Lovely  1910  Half  Eagle 


2321  1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  complements  the 

lustrous  surfaces.  Most  design  features  show  bold  definition,  ex¬ 
cept  for  some  of  the  fine  details  in  the  Indian’s  headdress. 
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EAGLES 


Scarce  1795  Eagle 


2326  1795  13  Leaves  Below  Eagle.  Breen-IA.  Rarity-3.  F-12.  The  ob¬ 
verse  has  warm  intermingled  pink  and  blue  toning.  The  reverse 
exhibits  olive-gold  iridescence.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show 
excellent  centering.  A  tiny  reverse  rim  bump  can  be  seen  at  1 1:00. 

This  is  the  first  year  of  the  American  $10  coin,  a  denomination 
which  would  reign  as  the  most  important  until  1850  when  the  $20 
made  its  appearance.  Eagles  of  1795  are  in  great  demand  not  only 
because  of  their  rarity  in  an  absolute  sense,  but  for  their  desirabil¬ 
ity  for  inclusion  in  type  sets. 


Elusive  1797  $10 


2327  1797  Heraldic  Eagle.  B-2D.  Rarity-5.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of  VF- 

20.  Warm  olive  toning.  Some  light  scratches  in  the  field  behind 
Miss  Liberty’s  head  accounts  for  the  assigned  net  grade.  A  rare  $10 
date  in  any  and  all  grades. 


Lovely  1799  Eagle 

Large  Obverse  Stars 

2328  1799  Large  Obverse  Stars.  B-5G.  Rarity- 
3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with 
just  a  hint  of  olive  iridescence.  Most  de¬ 
sign  features  show  bold  definition.  The 
devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  have  a  tex¬ 
ture  intermediate  between  satiny  and 
prooflike.  Scarce  in  any  grade,  rare  in 
Mint  State. 

On  Obverse  5,  all  the  stars  are  large  in  compari¬ 
son  with  the  other  obverses  of  the  year,  and  the 
angles  between  the  star  points  are  much  greater 
than  90°.  On  the  reverse  the  distal  row  of  arrow¬ 
heads  is  arranged  in  a  chevron-shaped  pattern  (di¬ 
agnostic). 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


Delightful  1801  Eagle 


2329  1801  B-2B.  Rarity-3.  AU-55.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty 
and  the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and 
prooflike.  Both  sides  show  virtually  perfect  centering. 


Important  1801  Eagle 


2330  1801  B-2B.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Brilliant  and  nicely  centered.  Much 
original  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  Close  ex¬ 
amination  reveals  a  minor  obverse  rim  bruise  at  12:30. 
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Popular  1801  Eagle 


2331  1801  B-2B.  Rarity-3.  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of  AU-50.  Brilliant  with 
traces  of  prooflike  surface  surviving  around  the  stars,  letters,  and 
numerals.  The  fields  show  numerous  small  contact  marks.  Presum¬ 
ably  once  mounted  in  jewelry  as  the  edge  reeding  shows  flatness  at 
7:00-8:00  on  obverse. 


Desirable  1838  Eagle 


2332  1838  EF-40  (ANACS).  Brilliant,  but  with  somewhat  bagmarked 
surfaces.  Traces  of  prooflike  character  can  be  seen  around  the  de¬ 
sign  elements  on  the  reverse.  A  prominent  nick  is  noted  to  the 
right  of  the  eagle’s  neck. 

Designed  by  Christian  Gobrecht,  the  1838  $10  represents  an  early  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  Liberty  Head  motif,  which  in  various  forms  would  have  counter¬ 
parts  elsewhere  in  the  copper  and  gold  (but  not  silver)  series.  This  was  the  first 
coinage  of  $10  pieces  since  1804. 


Scarce  1844  Eagle 


2333  1844  EF-40  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  Traces  of  prooflike  character 
can  be  seen  around  the  design  elements  on  both  the  obverse  and 
reverse.  A  scattering  of  bagmarks  is  noted,  the  most  conspicuous 
being  at  the  second  obverse  star.  Still,  nice  for  the  grade.  Mintage 
of  only  6,361. 


2334  1845  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  quite  frosty 

for  the  grade,  and  much  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  fields. 
PCGS  Population:  8;  13  finer  (MS-62  finest). 


2335  1846  EF-40.  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  intermingled  hues 
of  orange-gold  and  lilac. 

2336  Mintmarked  Liberty  Head  eagle  selection:  ☆  1847-0  EF-40,  with 
reverse  scratch  ☆  1892-CC  VF-30,  with  rim  mark  ☆  1895-0  (2). 
AU-50  and  EF-45,  the  latter  with  reverse  scratches  ☆  1907-D  AU- 
50.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2337  Pair  of  Liberty  Head  eagles:  ☆  1854-0  Small  Date.  EF^IO,  cleaned 
☆  1907  AU-58.  Brilliant  with  a  reverse  edge  nick  at  2:00.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 

2338  1855  AU-55  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  ol¬ 
ive-gold.  Somewhat  bagmarked.  Frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  around 
the  stars,  letters,  numerals,  and  other  design  elements. 


2339  1860  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant  with  traces  of  prooflike  character  noted 
in  the  protected  areas.  Quite  scarce  at  this  grade  level  despite  two 
pieces  being  offered  in  the  present  sale. 


2340  1860  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of  satiny  lustre  surviving 
around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  Most  of  the  eagle’s  plum¬ 
age  details  are  boldly  defined. 


Highly  Esteemed  186 1-S  $10 


2341  1861-S  VF-30  (PCGS).  Uniform  olive-gold  iridescence  enhances 

both  surfaces.  Wisps  of  frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  stars, 
letters,  and  numerals. 


Important  1863-S  $10 


2342  1863-S  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Frosty  lustre  is  noted  around  the 
design  elements  and  at  the  borders.  A  nick  is  present  by  Miss 
Liberty’s  chin  as  illustrated. 
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Rare  1866-S  No  Motto  $10 


2343  1866-S  No  Motto.  EF-40.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago  and  still  mostly 
brilliant.  A  thin  planchet  lamination  flaw  is  noted  just  behind  Miss 
Liberty’s  head  as  illustrated. 

The  San  Francisco  Mint  coinage  of  1866  in  silver  and  gold  without  motto  on 
the  reverse,  is  somewhat  enigmatic.  These  varieties  were  not  noticed  by  numis¬ 
matists  until  years  after  they  were  produced,  and  today  it  seems  that  published 
mintage  figures  and  rarity  estimates  are  guesswork  (although  population  re¬ 
ports  from  PCGS,  NGC,  and  ANACS  are  helping  to  clarify  the  situation).  In 
brief,  most  No  Motto  1866-S  coins  are  considerably  rarer  than  their  With 
Motto  counterparts,  and  when  seen,  typically  have  extensive  evidence  of  circu¬ 
lation. 

From  Stack’s  Wayman  Collection  Sale  of  September  1981,  Lot  71. 


2347  1874-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  satiny  lustre 
for  the  grade.  A  few  trivial  rim  marks  can  be  seen. 

2348  19th-century  Philadelphia  Mint  quartette:  ☆  1881  AU-50  ☆  1892 
EF-45  ☆  1893  EF-45  ☆  1894  AU-50.  Each  has  much  mint  lustre  still 
surviving  in  the  fields.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2349  Brilliant  Liberty  Head  eagle  quartette:  ☆  1881  (2).  EF-45  and  Net 
VF-20  ☆  1899  AU-55  ☆  1901  AU-50.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2350  1881-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Delicate  olive-gold  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  both  the  obverse  and  reverse. 

2351  Liberty  Head  trio,  all  with  mintmarks:  ☆  1881-0  EF-45.  Obverse 
graffiti  ☆  1881-S  AU-50  ☆  1902-S  AU-55.  Each  is  brilliant.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


2344  1868  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  Magnification  reveals  a 
small  drift  mark  near  the  base  of  the  shield.  Still,  nice  for  the 
grade. 


2345  1869  VF-35  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  olive- 
gold.  A  hairline  mark  is  noted  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  nose  and  a 
tiny  reverse  rim  bump  is  present  at  9:00.  Mintage  of  only  1,855. 


2346  1871  EF-40  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant.  Sharpness  of  EF-45;  some¬ 
what  bagmarked  surfaces.  An  exceedingly  important  opportunity 
for  the  eagle  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  15  finer  (AU-55  finest). 


2352  Mostly  Uncirculated  Liberty  Head  eagle  group:  ☆  1886-S  MS-60 

☆  1892  MS-60  (2)  ☆  1893  MS-60  ☆  1894  MS-60  ☆  1896-S  EF40  ☆ 
1899  MS-60  ☆  1900  MS-60  ☆  1901  MS-60  ☆  1904  MS-60.  (Total:  10 
pieces) 

2353  1887-S  MS-61.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant.  Wisps  of  olive  irides¬ 
cence  ornament  the  rims. 

2354  1891-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Popular  Carson  City  Mint 
issue.  Ideal  for  a  type  set. 

2355  Offering  of  lustrous  Liberty  Head  eagles  grading  average  MS-60: 

☆  1893  (2)  ☆  1894  (2)  ☆  1900  ☆  1907.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


2356  1893-CC  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  mostly  lustrous. 

2357  Mostly  lustrous  Liberty  Head  $  1 0  quartette  from  Philadelphia:  ☆ 

1894  EF-45  ☆  1899  AU-50  ☆  1900  MS-60  ☆  1901  AU-50.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


Exceptional  1895  $10 


2358  1895  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  sharply  struck.  A  verv 
nice  coin  for  a  type  set. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  1  finer  (MS-64). 
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2359  1895-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  for  the  grade  having 
frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with 
splashes  of  golden  brown  iridescence  on  the  reverse.  The  majority 
of  design  features  are  sharp  excepting  only  two  or  three  obverse 
stars. 


2360  1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  with  blushes  of 
pale  olive  peripherally.  Both  surfaces  are  frosty  and  most  design 
features  are  sharp. 

2361  Assortment  of  eagles,  mostly  with  lustre:  ☆  1897  EF-45  ☆  1899 
AU-55  ☆  1900  AU-50  ☆  1901  AU-55  ☆  1907  Indian.  No  Periods. 
MS-60.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


2362  1900  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  and  frosty. 


2363  190 1-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Most  design  features 
show  bold  detail  definition. 


2364  1902-S  MS-63.  Partially  brilliant  in  the  central  areas  with  blushes  of 
greenish  gold  peripherally.  The  eagle’s  daw  and  feather  features 
show  bold  definition.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  lovely  Mint  State  level. 


2367  1906  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  brilliant.  A  few  tiny  contact  marks 
on  the  obverse  account  for  the  assigned  grade. 


Superb  1907  Indian  $10 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2368  1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-66  (NGC).  Satiny  and  essentially 
brilliant  with  some  hints  of  faint  lilac  iridescence.  Both  surfaces 
are  immaculate;  virtually  free  of  any  marks  that  could  be  regarded 
as  distracting,  except  a  tiny  rim  nick  beneath  the  9  in  the  date. 


Frosty  1907  Indian  $10 


2369  1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 


2370  1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  mostly  bril¬ 
liant  with  just  a  hint  of  olive  iridescence. 


2365  1904  MS-63.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  olive-gold.  Most 
design  features  are  sharp. 


2366  1905-S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  small  nick  is 

noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek. 


2371  Quality  offering  of  Indian  Head  eagles:  ☆  1907  No  Periods.  Aver¬ 
age  AU-50  (3).  One  has  a  rim  nick  ☆  1908  With  Motto  (2).  AU-58 
and  AU-50  ☆  1910-D  AU-50  ☆  191 1  AU-55.  All  are  brilliant.  (Total: 
7  pieces) 

2372  Quartette  of  mostly  brilliant  Indian  Head  eagles:  ☆  1907  No  Peri¬ 
ods  (2).  EF40,  cleaned,  and  VF-35  ☆  1909  AU-50  ☆  1910-D  AU-50. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

2373  Brilliant  Indian  Head  eagle  trio:  ☆  1908  No  Motto.  AU-50  ☆  1908 
With  Motto  (2).  AU-58,  with  a  planchet  lamination  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  nose;  another  AU-50,  with  a  reverse  rim  nick  at  10:00. 
(Total:  3  pieces) 
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2374  1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-50.  Lightly  toned. 

Lustrous  1908  Eagle 


2375  1908  With  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  saffron  iridescence  en¬ 
hances  the  satiny  surfaces.  A  high-quality  piece  of  the  first  year  of 
the  design  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  as  part  of  the  inscriptions. 
Ideal  for  a  high-grade  type  set. 

2376  Indian  Head  eagle  offering  including  several  lustrous  examples: 

☆  1908-S  VF-30  ☆  1909  EF-45  ☆  1909-D  EF-45  ☆  1910  AU-55  ☆ 
1910-D  AU-55  ☆  19105  AU-55  ☆  1912  AU-50  ☆  19125  AU-58  ☆ 
1914  AU-50  ☆  1915  AU-55.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

2377  Offering  of  Indian  Head  eagles,  all  different  issues:  ☆  1909  EF- 
45  ☆  1912  AU-50  ☆  1913  AU-55  ☆  19145  EF-40  ☆  1932  AU-50. 
(Total:  5  piecqs) 

2378  1909-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  almost  all  of  the 
original  mint  lustre  still  surviving. 

2379  1910  AU-50.  Mostly  lustrous  and  essentially  brilliant.  A  few  tiny 
marks  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  face. 

2380  1910-D  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

2381  1910-D  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  frosty. 


2389  1912  MS-60.  Frosty  lustre  with  just  a  whisper  of  olive-gold.  Hair¬ 
lines  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  account  for  the  assigned  grade. 


Lovely  1912-S  Eagle 


2390  1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  hint 
of  olive  iridescence. 

2391  1912-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

2392  1913  MS-60.  Frosty  and  brilliant. 

2393  1913-S  EF-45.  Olive-gold  toning.  A  tiny  nick  is  noted  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  cheek. 

2394  1914-S  MS-62  (INS).  Frosty  lustre.  Almost  fully  brilliant. 

2395  1915  MS-62.  Frosty  and  essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 
olive-gold. 


2382  1910-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Saffron  surfaces  with  blushes  of  lilac.  Al¬ 
most  all  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields. 

2383  Trio  of  1910-D  eagles,  each  with  much  frosty  lustre  still  surviving 
in  the  fields:  ☆  AU-50  (2)  ☆  EF-45.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2384  Pair  of  NGC-certified  Indian  Head  eagles  grading  AU-58.  Each  is 
brilliant  and  lustrous:  ☆  1911  ☆  1926.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


Impressive  191 1-D  Eagle 


2385  191 1-D  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  Most  design  features 

are  sharp. 


2386  191 1-D  AU-58.  Essentially  brilliant  and  mostly  lustrous.  A  minor 
scuff  is  noted  beneath  the  motto  on  the  reverse. 


2396  1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  surfaces.  Brilliant  in  the  central  areas 
changing  to  pale  olive  peripherally.  Plentiful  as  a  date,  even  in 
Mint  State,  but  probably  90%  of  the  Mint  State  pieces  in  existence 
grade  below  the  piece  offered  here. 

2397  1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  olive-gold  iridescence  complements 
the  frosty  surfaces. 

2398  1926  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

2399  Uncirculated  Indian  Head  eagle  pair:  ☆  1926  MS-60  ☆  1932  MS- 
62.  Each  is  brilliant  and  satiny.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2400  Pair  of  brilliant  Indian  Head  eagles:  ☆  1926  AU-50,  scratched  ☆ 
1932  MS-62.  Lustrous.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


2401  1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  surfaces  exhibit  just  a  whisper  of  olive 

iridescence.  The  last  readily  collectible  date  in  the  $10  Indian  se¬ 
ries  (the  1933  being  an  incredible  rarity). 


2387  191 1-D  VF-30.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence. 
J  2388  191 1-S  FF-45.  Brilliant. 
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Double  Eagles 


2415  1876-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Numerous  fine  pin 
scratches  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse,  mostly  in  the  field  in  front  of 
Miss  Liberty’s  face. 


2403  1850  AU-53  (PCGS).  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence.  Much  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  First  circulating  issue  of  this  large  and 
impressive  denomination.  Probably  struck  from  California  gold. 

2404  1850  AU-50.  Olive-gold  surfaces.  A  prominent  drift  mark  can  be 
seen  crossing  the  bottom  half  of  the  reverse,  prompting  us  to  sug¬ 
gest  in-person  examination  to  prospective  bidders. 

2405  1850  EF-40.  Delicate  olive-gold  iridescence.  A  few  tiny  rim  marks 
can  be  seen. 

2406  1852  AU-55.  Olive-gold  toning  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  still  surviving. 

2407  1852-0  EF-45.  Greenish  gold  surfaces.  Somewhat  bagmarked. 
Wisps  of  frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas. 

2408  1853  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  olive-gold.  A  tiny  re¬ 
verse  edge  bump  is  noted  at  11:00. 

2409  1860  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  satiny  lustre  still 
surviving.  A  tiny  nick  can  be  seen  just  behind  Miss  Liberty’s 
mouth. 

2410  San  Francisco  Mint  double  eagle  pair:  ☆  1868-S  EF-45  ☆  1885-S 
MS-60.  The  latter  piece  has  a  nick  on  Miss  Liberty’s  chin.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 

2411  1869-S  VF-20.  Mostly  pale  olive-gold  with  a  blush  of  charcoal  ton¬ 
ing  near  the  top  of  the  reverse. 

2412  1873  Open  3.  AU-53.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  mint  lustre  still 
surviving.  The  obverse  has  some  conspicuous  bagmarks. 


2413  1875-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  have 
a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike. 


Exceptional  1884-S  $20 


2416  1884-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  and  sharply  struck.  The  de¬ 
sign  elements  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Incredible  quality 
for  this  San  Francisco  issue.  At  the  time  of  release,  such  coins  were 
not  collected  numismatically.  Thus,  the  survival  of  a  high-grade 
example  was  strictly  a  matter  of  remote  chance. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


2417  Mostly  Uncirculated  Liberty  Head  double  eagle  assortment:  ☆ 

1895  AU-58  ☆  1900  MS-62  ☆  1900  MS-60  ☆  1904  MS-60  ☆  1904-S 
MS-60  ☆  1907  MS-60.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

2418  1904  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck. 

2419  1904  MS-61,  prooflike.  Brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the 
fields  are  nicely  reflective. 

2420  1904  MS-61,  prooflike.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the 
mirror  fields. 

2421  1904  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  satiny. 

2422  1907  Liberty.  MS-62  (ANACS).  Fully  lustrous.  Brilliant  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  with  a  whisper  of  olive-gold  at  the  rims. 

2423  1907  Liberty.  MS-60.  Satiny  lustre.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  ex¬ 
hibit  just  a  whisper  of  olive-gold. 

2424  1907  Liberty.  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


2414  1 875-CC  AU-50.  Scattered  bagmarks  can  be  seen  on  both  surfaces. 
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Superb  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


2425  MCMVII  (1907)  Saint-Gaudens.  High  Relief.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Ap¬ 
pealing  olive-gold  toning  on  frosty  surfaces.  Most  design  features 
are  very  sharp,  save  for  the  tips  of  the  eagle’s  tail  feathers  which 
show  typical  softness. 

The  story  of  the  MCMVII  High  Relief  double  eagles  is  well  known,  and  de¬ 
servedly  so.  In  1905  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  contacted  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens  to  discuss  a  betterment  of  the  nation’s  coin  designs.  Earlier 
Roosevelt  had  visited  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  had  viewed  a  display  of 
coins  there.  Impressed  by  the  sculptured  appearance  of  ancient  coins,  in  his 
mind  he  contrasted  them  with  current  American  coinage,  characterized  the 
latter  as  “mere  tokens,”  and  resolved  to  make  an  improvement.  From  his  stu¬ 
dios,  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire  (today  preserved  as  a  National  Historical 
Site),  he  created  a  wide  variety  of  sculptures,  medals,  and  other  artistic  pro¬ 
ductions. 

Roosevelt  arranged  a  payment  of  $5,000  to  the  sculptor,  for  which  he  de¬ 
sired  the  entire' coinage  spectrum  redesigned,  from  the  cent  to  the  double 
eagle.  Sketches  were  prepared  for  different  designs,  including  a  new  one-cent 
piece  and  gold  denominations. 

The  design  selected  for  the  obverse  of  the  new  $20  featured  an  adaptation 
of  Saint-Gaudens’  standing  goddess  motif  as  seen  on  the  Sherman  monument 
in  New  York  City.  A  flying  eagle  device  was  chosen  for  the  reverse.  Giving  his 
artistic  ideas  full  rein,  the  New  Hampshire  sculptor  expressed  the  date  in  Ro¬ 
man  numerals,  MCMVII— and  the  motifs  themselves  in  sculpture-like  high  re¬ 
lief. 

Because  the  dies  were  executed  in  medallic  relief,  they  could  not  be  prop¬ 
erly  used  in  high-speed  coinage  presses.  A  special  hydraulic  press  was  em¬ 
ployed,  with  each  piece  requiring  multiple  blows  to  bring  up  the  designs.  Only 
11,250  High  Relief  pieces  were  produced,  after  which  the  designs  were  modi¬ 
fied  to  enable  high-speed  production. 


Classic  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


2426  MCMVII  (1907)  Saint-Gaudens.  High  Relief.  AU-55.  Brilliant  and 
satiny.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  defined  save  for  the  tips  of 
the  eagle’s  tail  feathers  which  show  typical  softness.  Magnification 
reveals  a  hairline  scratch  extending  to  the  right  from  Miss 
Liberty’s  head.  A  nice  specimen  for  the  grade,  of  this  classic  issue. 


Popular  High  Relief  $20 


2427  MCMVII  (1907)  Saint-Gaudens.  High  Relief.  EF-45.  Essentially 
brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  olive-gold.  Much  satiny  lustre  can  be 
seen  in  the  fields,  and  a  small  obverse  rim  bump  is  noted  at  1 1:00. 

2428  1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate 
olive-gold  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces. 

2429  1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  sat¬ 
iny. 

2430  1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  satiny. 

2431  Trio  of  1907  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles.  Arabic  numerals:  ☆ 

AU-58  (2)  ☆  AU-55.  Each  is  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2432  1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces 
with  almost  all  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving  in  the 
fields. 

2433  1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces 
with  much  satiny  lustre  still  surviving  in  the  fields. 

Splendid  1908  No  Motto  $20 


2434  1908  No  Motto.  MS-66  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces.  Partially  brilliant 
with  blushes  of  olive-gold.  A  very  appealing  example  of  this  short¬ 
lived  (1907-1908)  type,  without  motto. 

2435  1908  No  Motto.  MS-64.  Olive-gold  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces. 

2436  1908  No  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

2437  1908  With  Motto.  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant  and  mostly  lustrous. 

2438  1908  With  Motto.  AU-50.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  on  mostlv 
frosty  surfaces. 

2439  1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

2440  1910  MS-63.  Satiny  and  brilliant. 

2441  191 1-D  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

2442  191 1  -S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
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24-43  1914  AU-50.  Essentially  brilliant  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lus¬ 

tre  still  surviving.  Close  examination  reveals  two  minor  rim  bruises 
on  the  obverse. 

2444  1914-D  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

2445  1924  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


2446  1924  MS-63.  Satiny  and  brilliant. 

2447  1924  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  brilliant. 

2448  1924  MS-61.  Pale  olive  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  Some  trivial 
spotting  is  noted  by  the  obverse  rim  at  3:00. 

2449  1925  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 
the  fields  are  satiny. 

2450  1926  MS-64.  Satiny  and  brilliant. 

2451  1927  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces. 

2452  1927  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

2453  1927  MS-62.  Frosty  surfaces  exhibit  a  faint  nuance  of  olive-gold  iri¬ 
descence. 

2454  1927  MS-61.  Pale  olive  iridescence  on  lustrous  surfaces. 

2455  1928  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  satiny. 

2456  1928  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  and  brilliant.  Nice  eye  appeal. 

Territorial  Gold  Coins 


2457  ( 1837-42)  Christopher  Bechtler  gold  dollar.  Kagin-4.  Rarity-4.  EF- 
40,  faint  scratches.  Type  with  BECHTLER  RLrTHERF.  around 
28G  on  obverse,  CAROLINA  DOLLAR  around  ONE  on  reverse, 
N  of  ONE  reversed.  Lustrous. 

Weight:  28.5  grains.  Diameter:  0.647  inches.  Die  alignment:  225°. 

Coming  up  in  an  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  or  The  Coin  Collector  is  an  in¬ 
teresting  contemporary  comment  on  Bechtler  coinage  which  your  editor  ex¬ 
tracted  from  an  issue  of  Niles  Register.  This  periodical,  published  in  Baltimore 
beginning  in  1811,  was  issued  weekly  and  contained  many  items  pertaining  to 
various  aspects  of  American  life,  finance,  etc.,  with  much  world  news  as  well. 
As  time  permits,  we  plan  to  reprint  a  number  of  clippings  to  share  the  infor¬ 
mation  with  our  readers,  some  of  whom  may  find  the  notes  useful  for  special¬ 
ized  research. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company’s,  sale  of  April  1972,  Lot  972. 


2458  (1842-52)  August  Bechtler  gold  dollar.  K-24.  Rarity-3.  AU-55. 

Type  with  A.  BECHTLER  DOL  around  the  numeral  1  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  CAROLINA  GOLD  2 1C  around  27G  on  the  reverse.  Highly 
lustrous.  Knife-like  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse  periphery.  A 
faint  hori/ontal  scratch  is  noted  at  the  top  of  the  obverse. 

Weight  24.1  grains.  Diameter:  0.647  inches.  Die  alignment:  225°. 


2459  1849  Moffat  &  Co.  $5  gold.  K-4a.  Rarity-4.  F-12.  Partially  brilliant 
with  wisps  of  lilac-gray  on  the  high  points  of  the  obverse. 

Weight:  125.5  grains.  Diameter:  0.854  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 


2460  1854  Kellogg  &  Co.  $20  gold.  K-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20.  Obverse  very 
similar  to  federal  issue  double  eagle  of  the  era,  with  KELLOGG  & 
CO  on  Miss  Liberty’s  diadem.  Reverse  with  SAN  FRANCISCO 
CALIFORNIA  TWENTY  D.  around  federal-style  eagle.  Some  tiny 
rim  bruises  noted,  otherwise  quite  nice  for  the  grade. 

Weight:  513.1  grains.  Diameter:  1.356  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 

The  new  book  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  con¬ 
tains  a  fascinating  account  of  a  small  cache  of  1854  and  1855  Kellogg  $20 
pieces  which  came  to  light  in  the  Midwest  after  the  turn  of  the  present  cen¬ 
tury.  Alas,  the  pieces  were  apparently  deposited  in  a  bank,  and  quite  probably 
none  survive  today. 

Clark  Gruber  8c  Co.  $10 

Copper  Pattern 


2461  1860  Clark  Gruber  &  Co.  $10  copper  pattern.  K-3.  Reeded  edge. 

Low  Rarity-7.  Proof-60,  brown.  Obverse  with  PIKES  PEAK  GOLD 
above,  TEN  D.  below  a  fanciful  representation  of  Pike’s  Peak,  with 
DENVER  in  small  letters  immediately  below  the  base  of  the  moun¬ 
tain.  Reverse  with  CLARK  GRUBER  &  CO.  and  date  around  fed¬ 
eral-style  eagle.  Highly  reflective  fields.  A  popular  adjunct  to  the 
Territorial  gold  series. 

Weight:  141.9  grains.  Diameter:  1.080  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°. 

The  fanciful  representation  of  Pike’s  Peak  on  this  popular  pattern  issue  was 
evidently  rendered  by  an  artist  who  had  never  actually  seen  the  mountain  in 
question.  The  mountain  on  the  pattern  in  no  way  resembles  Pike’s  Peak.  In 
fact,  it  is  hard  to  imagine  that  it  resembles  any  peak  in  North  America;  it  rises 
to  a  tall,  narrow  peak,  as  though  it  represents  a  South  Seas  island  volcano  illus¬ 
trated  in  a  dime  novel  of  the  era. 
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California  Small 
Denomination  Cold _ 

All  photographs  of  California  Small  Denomination  gold 
coins  are  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size. 


2462  Octagonal  quarter  dollar  group,  including:  ☆  1854  Liberty  Head. 
Breen  Gillio-105.  Rarity-4.  MS-63,  prooflike  ☆  1871  Liberty  Head. 
BG-717.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  ☆  1864-G  Liberty  Head.  BG-735.  Rarity-5. 
EF-45  ☆  1868-G  Liberty  Head.  BG-746.  Rarity-6.  AU-58,  prooflike 

☆  1871-L  Liberty  Head.  BG-770.  Rarity-6.  AU-50,  prooflike  ☆  1872 
Liberty  Head.  BG-791.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  ☆  1876  Indian  Head.  BG- 
799C.  Rarity-6.  EF-40  ☆  1857  Liberty  Head.  BG-1301.  Kroll.  MS- 
64.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

2463  Round  quarter  dollar  group,  including:  ☆  1855  Liberty  Head.  BG- 
227.  Rarity-6.  MS-60  ☆  1866-G  Liberty  Head.  BG-824.  Rarity-6.  EF- 
40  ☆  1867-G  Liberty  Head.  BG-825.  Rarity-5.  AU-50,  hairlines  ☆ 
1871-G  Liberty  Head.  BG-838.  RarityA.  AU-58  ☆  1871-L  Liberty 
Head.  BG-841.  Rarity-5.  MS-63,  prooflike  ☆  1875  Indian  Head. 
BG-847.  Rarity-5.  EFA5  ☆  1878/6  Indian  Head.  BG-883.  Rarity-5. 
EFA5  ☆  1880/76  Indian  Head.  BG-885.  Rarity-4.  MS-63,  prooflike. 
(Total:  8  pieces) 

2464  Octagonal  dollar  trio,  all  Liberty  Head,  including:  ☆  1855  BG-533. 
Rarity-5.  EF-^0  ☆  1871  BG-1 104.  Rarity-6.  MS-60,  prooflike  ☆  1863 
BG-1307.  MS-63.  Reeded  edge,  restrike.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2465  Quarter  dollar  quartette,  all  Rarity-7,  including:  Octagonal:  ☆ 
1859  Liberty  Head.  BG-705.  EF-45  ☆  1866-G  Liberty  Head.  BG- 
737.  EF-40  ☆  1869-G  Liberty  Head.  BG-749.  VF-30,  dark.  Round: 

☆  1869-G  Liberty  Head.  BG-827.  MS-60,  prooflike.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 

2466  Pair  of  octagonal  varieties:  ☆  1876  quarter.  Indian  Head.  BG-799. 
Rarity-4.  MS-63,  prooflike  ☆  1863  dollar.  Liberty  Head.  BG-1307. 
EF,  brushed.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1872  Washington  Head  Round  250 


2467  1872  Round  quarter.  Washington  Head.  BG-818.  Rarity-5.  MS- 

63,  prooflike.  A  popular  issue  with  beginning  and  advanced  Cali¬ 
fornia  small  denomination  gold  collectors  alike.  Lustrous. 


2468  1869  Round  quarter.  Liberty  Head.  BG-830.  Rarity-7  to  8.  AU-50. 

Olive-gold  toning  with  some  minute  scratches. 

2469  Octagonal  half  dollar  quintette,  including:  ☆  1867  Liberty  Head. 
BG-905.  Rarity-6.  AU-58  ☆  1872/1  Liberty  Head.  BG-914.  Rarity-5. 
EF-45  ☆  1871-G  Liberty  Head.  BG-925.  Rarity-5.  MS-60,  prooflike. 
Hairlines  noted  ☆  1881  Indian  Head.  BG-957.  Rarity-6.  MS-63, 
prooflike  ☆  1868  Liberty  Head.  BG-1303.  Kroll.  Rarity-3.  MS-60. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 


2470  1873  Octagonal  half  dollar.  Liberty  Head.  BG-915.  Rarity-5.  MS- 

64.  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields. 

2471  Octagonal  half  dollar  pair,  both  Rarity-7:  ☆  1856-G  Liberty  Head. 
BG-916.  EF-45  ☆  1868  Indian  Head.  BG-960.  MS-60,  prooflike. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

2472  Round  half  dollars,  including:  ☆  1871  Liberty  Head.  BG-1011. 
Rarity-4.  AU-50  ☆  1869-G  Liberty  Head.  BG-1020.  Rarity-5.  EF40 
☆  1875/3  Indian  Head.  BG-1058.  Rarity-5.  AU-58,  prooflike  ☆ 
1876  Indian  Head.  BG-1065.  Rarity-5.  EF-45,  edge  nick  ☆  1882  In¬ 
dian  Head.  BG-1 077.  Rarity-7.  EF-40,  dark  ☆  1854  Liberty  Head. 
BG-1 304.  Rarity-4.  MS-63.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

2473  Selection  of  miscellaneous  gold  charms  and  tokens,  including: 
California  jeweler’s  tokens,  quarter  dollar  size:  ☆  1853  ☆  1884  ☆ 
1915.  Half  dollar  size:  ☆  1855  ☆  1883.  Manitoba:  ☆  1898  1/2  dwt 
(pennyweight)  ☆  1898  1  dwt.  Expositions:  ☆  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition:  ☆  1904  half  dollar  size  ☆  Oregon-Lewis  and  Clark  Ex¬ 
position  1905  quarter  dollar  size  ☆  1905  half  dollar  size  ☆  Alaska 
Yukon  Pacific  Exposition  1909  1  dwt  ☆  “1862”  (1910)  2  toowah. 
Medalettes:  ☆  1909  Robert  Fulton  medalette  ☆  1927  Lincoln 
medalette  by  Elder.  Grades  range  from  EF40  to  Uncirculated.  A 
nice  group.  (Total:  14  pieces) 

Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

2474  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64  (NGC).  Intermingled  golden  brown 
and  blue  toning  on  lustrous  surfaces. 

2475  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant 
changing  to  golden  brown  and  navy  blue  at  the  rims. 

2476  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64.  Frosty  lustre.  Partially  brilliant  with 
hints  of  pearl  gray  and  gold. 

2477  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63/64.  Mostly  intermingled  lilac-gray 
and  golden  brown,  changing  to  blue  at  the  rims. 

2478  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63.  Pearl  gray  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of 
violet  iridescence  at  the  rims. 

2479  Popular  commemorative  trio:  ☆  1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-55. 
Brilliant  ☆  1934  Maryland.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  ☆  1937 
Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2480  Early  commemorative  trio  grading  average  AU-55:  ☆  1893  Isabella 
quarter.  AU-55,  lightly  polished  ☆  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-55, 
lightly  polished  ☆1921  Missouri.  Plain.  AU-55.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2481  1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-50.  The  obverse  has  slate  gray  toning 
with  pale  blue  highlights.  The  reverse  has  gold  and  lilac  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  changing  to  blue  peripherally. 

2482  Trio  of  1893  Isabella  quarters:  ☆  AU-50,  with  fine  scratches  ☆  EF- 
45,  with  fine  scratches  ☆  EF40,  polished.  (Total:  3  pieces) 
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2483  Circulated  commemorative  coin  group,  including:  ☆  1893 
Isabella  quarter.  AU-50,  lightly  brushed  ☆  1925  Lexington.  AU-58 
☆  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  EF-45  ☆  1936  York.  AU-55.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 

Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


2484  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64.  Pearl  gray  toning  on  frosty  surfaces. 
Although  the  Lafayette  silver  dollar  is  readily  available  in  high  cir¬ 
culated  grades  and  lower  Mint  State  levels,  it  emerges  as  an  elusive 
issue  in  MS-64  or  finer  preservation. 

To  the  connoisseur  of  commemorative  half  dollars  and  to  anyone  interested 
in  fascinating  numismatic  history,  we  strongly  recommend  the  1991  book  by 
Q.  David  Bowers,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia.  Dave  spent  many  years  poking  through  newspaper  clippings,  documents, 
and  other  sources,  and  with  a  lot  of  help  from  others  interested  in  the  field, 
created  a  book  which  contains  at  least  a  page  or  two  on  each  and  every  com¬ 
memorative  type,  and  sometimes  enough  information  to  keep  you  reading  for 
the  best  part  of  an  hour!  Through  these  pages,  each  piece  will  come  to  life. 
The  book  is  available  in  softbound  form  for  $39.95  plus  postage  (Stock  No. 
BBM-308)  or  deluxe  hardbound  for  $49.95  plus  postage  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
308A),  and  can  be  ordered  separately  from  our  Publications  Department.  We 
offer  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee. 

P.S.:  If  you  do  not  have  the  inclination  to  buy  a  copy  of  the  book  and  would 
like  to  have  a  free  photocopy  of  the  pages  of  the  book  relating  to  any  coin  of¬ 
fered  in  a  single-coin  lot  in  the  present  section  of  the  catalogue,  just  let  us 
know  and  we  will  do  this  with  our  compliments. 


2485  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Appealing  golden  gray  iri¬ 
descence  complements  both  surfaces. 

2486  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-60.  Intermingled  pearl  gray  and  gold  iri¬ 
descence  on  frosty  surfaces. 

2487  Lustrous  commemorative  pair:  ☆  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU-58  ☆ 
1934-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2488  Offering  of  mostly  Uncirculated  commemoratives,  all  different 
design  types:  ☆  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU-58  ☆  1925  Lexington. 
MS-64  ☆  1934  Maryland.  MS-63  ☆  1937  Roanoke.  MS-60  ☆  1926 
Sesquicentennial.  MS-63  ☆  1937-D  Texas.  MS-65  ☆  1936  York.  MS- 
64.  A  few  are  brilliant;  most  have  toning.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

2489  Pair  of  I.afayette  dollars:  ☆  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  with  blushes  of 
gold  ir  VF-30.  Pewter  gray  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


2490  1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-63.  Mostly  pearl  gray  surfaces,  with  some 
blushes  of  pale  gold  near  the  obverse  border. 

Issued  to  commemorate  the  100th  anniversary  of  Alabama’s  admission  into 
the  Union.  Laura  Gardin  Fraser  created  the  designs. 

2491  Popular  commemorative  quartette:  ☆  1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-60 
☆  1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  ☆  1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64  ☆  1925 
Vancouver.  MS-63.  All  have  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2492  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-60.  Pale  golden  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  lustrous  surfaces. 

2493  Pair  of  frosty  commemoratives  grading  MS-65  each:  ☆  1936  Al¬ 
bany  ☆  1936  Norfolk.  Each  has  pale  golden  toning.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 


High-Quality  Commemorative  Set 

38  Different  Varieties 

2494  Collection  of  commemorative  half  dollars  comprising  38  differ¬ 
ent  design  types  (out  of  a  total  of  48  different  made  during  the 
classic  era  1892-1954).  An  exceptional  set  of  remarkable  high  qual¬ 
ity  and  visual  appeal.  Here  is  a  running  start  on  a  first-class  collec¬ 
tion,  an  exhibit  that  will  provide  untold  enjoyment  to  the  buyer  as 
each  piece  is  contemplated.  The  set  contains:  ☆  1936  Albany.  MS- 
64  ☆  1935-S  Arkansas.  MS-64  ☆  1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65  ☆  1934 
Boone.  MS-64  ☆  1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64  ☆  1925-S  California.  MS- 
63  ☆  1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-60  ☆  1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  ☆ 
1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65  ☆  1892  Columbian.  MS-62  ☆  1935  Con¬ 
necticut.  MS-64  ☆  1936  Delaware.  MS-63  ☆  1936  Elgin.  MS-65  ☆ 
1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  ☆  1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-60  ☆  1924 
Huguenot.  MS-64  ☆  1918  Illinois.  MS-63  ☆  1946  Iowa.  MS-66  ☆ 
1925  Lexington.  MS-64  ☆  1936  Long  Island.  MS-63  ☆  1936 
Lynchburg.  MS-64  ☆  1920  Maine.  MS-64  ☆  1934  Maryland.  MS-65 

☆  1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63  ☆  1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  ☆  1926-S  Or¬ 
egon  Trail.  MS-64  ☆  1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  ☆  1936  Rhode  Island. 
MS-64  ☆  1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  ☆  1936  Robinson.  MS-65  ☆  1935-S 
San  Diego.  MS-64  ☆  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-60  ☆  1925  Stone 
Mountain.  MS-62  ☆  1934  Texas.  MS-64  ☆  1925  Vancouver.  MS-64 

☆  1951  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64  ☆  1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65 

☆  1936  York.  MS-66.  The  collection  is  housed  in  a  display  album. 
A  few  have  light  toning;  most  are  brilliant.  (Total:  38  pieces) 


2495  Uncirculated  commemorative  group,  all  different  design  types:  ☆ 
1936  Albany.  MS-60  ☆  1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-60  ☆  1936  Colum¬ 
bia.  MS-60  ☆  1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-62  ☆  1937  Roanoke.  MS-63 
☆  1936  York.  MS-62.  Some  are  brilliant;  others  are  lightly  toned. 
(Total:  6  pieces) 

2496  1937  Antietam.  MS-66.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of 
golden  gray  at  the  borders. 

2497  1937  Antietam.  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  lustre.  Toned  in  delicate  pas¬ 
tel  pearl  gray  and  gold. 

2498  1937  Antietam.  MS-64.  Pale  golden  gray  surfaces  with  blushes  of 
vivid  orange.  Popular  Civil  War  battle  commemorative. 

2499  1937  Antietam.  MS-62.  Delicate  champagne  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  frosty  surfaces. 

2500  Commemorative  half  dollar  starter  collection  grading  average 
AU-50  to  55.  A  few  examples  have  been  lightly  polished:  ☆  1936 
Arkansas  ☆  1936-S  Bay  Bridge  ☆  1936  Bridgeport  ☆  1952  Carver- 
Washington  ☆  1936  Cleveland  ☆  1892  Columbian  <r  1924  Hugue- 
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not  ☆  1925  Lexington  ☆  1936  Long  Island  ☆  1920  Maine  ☆  1923-S 
Monroe  ☆  1926-S  Oregon  Trail  ☆  1920  Pilgrim  ☆  1936-S  Rliode 
Island  ☆  1936  Robinson  ☆  1936-D  San  Diego  ☆  1926  Sesquicen- 
tennial  ☆  1925  Stone  Mountain  ☆  1934  Texas  ☆  1946-S  Booker  T. 
Washington.  A  nice  opportunity  for  the  budget-minded  buyer  to 
acquire  what  amounts  to  get  a  very  nice  start  on  a  type  set.  (Total: 
20  pieces) 

2501  193/  Arkansas  PDS  set  with  each  piece  grading  MS-64.  All  have 
toning.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2502  Gem-quality  commemorative  group:  ☆  1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64 
☆  1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64  ☆  1936  Delaware.  MS-64  ☆  1946  Iowa. 
MS-64  ☆  1918  Illinois.  MS-64  ☆  1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  ☆  1935-S 
San  Diego.  MS-65  ☆  1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-66  ☆  1927  Vermont. 
MS-64.  Some  are  brilliant;  others  have  toning.  (Total:  9  pieces) 

2503  Gem-quality  Boone  half  dollar  pair:  ☆  1935  No  1934  on  Reverse. 
MS-66  ☆  1935  Small  1934  on  Reverse.  MS-66.  Both  have  toning. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

2504  Brilliant  commemorative  quartette:  ☆  1936  Boone.  MS-60  ☆ 
1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-62  ☆  1936  Elgin.  AU-55  polished  ☆  1936 
Lynchburg.  MS-60.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2505  1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Satiny  lustre.  Partially  brilliant  with 
blushes  of  golden  brown. 

The  fields  of  this  issue  are  rather  “sculpted”  and  irregular,  rather  than  the 
smoothly  basined  fields  seen  on  certain  other  issues.  The  design  is  very  attrac¬ 
tive  and  has  been  highly  acclaimed  over  the  years,  including  by  B.  Max  Mehl 
who  wrote  a  critique  of  the  commemorative  series  in  1937. 


2506  Mostly  brilliant  commemorative  assortment,  all  different  design 
types:  ☆  1925-S  California.  AU-58  ☆  1935  Connecticut.  MS-60  ☆ 
1936  Delaware.  AU-55  polished  ☆  1934  Maryland.  AU-55  ☆  1918 
Illinois.  MS-60  ☆  1946  Iowa.  MS-60  ☆  1927  Vermont.  AU-55  ☆ 
1936  Wisconsin.  AU-55.  (Total:  8  pieces) 


2507  1936  Cincinnati.  MS-66.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  enhances 
the  satiny  surfaces. 

The  Cincinnati  commemorative  half  dollar  is  one  of  the  most  curious  of  all 
issues,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  private  “pet”  production  of  Thomas  G.  Melish, 
who  proposed  the  idea,  received  the  entire  production  from  three  mints,  set 
the  retail  price,  and  engaged  in  the  distribution.  In  contrast  to  modern  com¬ 
memorative  issues  (1982  to  date),  commemoratives  of  the  old  series,  including 
the  1936  Cincinnati  pieces,  were  not  handled  with  any  particular  degree  of 
care  after  striking,  were  ejected  by  the  press  into  a  metal  chute,  dumped  into  a 
bin,  run  through  a  mechanical  coin  counter,  and  tossed  into  cloth  bags.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  at  the  time  of  distribution  to  subscribers,  the  average  Cincinnati 
half  dollar  was  apt  to  be  in  a  grade  we  would  today  call  MS-62  or  MS-63.  For 
pieces  to  survive  at  the  MS-66  level — such  as  this  one — was  a  matter  of  rare 
chance! 


1  2508  1936  Cincinnati  PDS  set.  The  Philadelphia  Mint  piece  grades  MS- 

64  and  the  two  branch  mint  issues  are  MS-63  each.  The  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  San  Francisco  coins  are  both  in  PCGS  holders.  All  have 
toning.  A  very  popular  set,  an  appealing  purchase  possibility.  ( 1  o- 
tal:  3  pieces) 

2509  Columbian  half  dollar  quartette;  all  have  toning  except  where 
noted:  ☆  1892  (2).  MS-65  and  MS-63  ☆  1894  MS-64  (2).  One  is  bril¬ 
liant.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


2510  1936  Gettysburg.  MS-63.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  cm  satiny 
surfaces. 

2511  Pair  of  1922  Grant  Memorial  half  dollars:  ☆  W  ith  Star.  AU-55.  A 
classic  rarity  in  the  commemorative  series  ☆  No  Star.  AU-58.  Each 
is  lustrous  with  delicate  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


2512  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63.  Satiny  and  partially  brilliant  with  blushes 
of  pale  gold.  As  a  separate  design  type  the  Hawaiian  half  dollar  is 
the  most  desired  of  all  commemorative  issues.  Pieces  have  been  in 
strong  demand  ever  since  the  year  they  were  first  released. 

The  1928  Hawaiian  half  dollar  is  one  of  three  commemorative  types  of 
which  just  10,008  were  struck— the  odd  eight  being  reserved  for  the  Assay 
Commission.  In  contrast  to  the  other  two— the  1935  Hudson  and  1935  Old 
Spanish  Trail,  which  were  nearly  entirely  sold  to  numismatists  and  investors— 
the  1928  Hawaiian  pieces  were  largely  distributed  to  the  general  citizenry.  A 
relatively  small  percentage  of  the  10,000  struck  were  sold  to  collectors  who 
carefully  preserved  them.  The  exact  number  sold  into  the  numismatic  commu¬ 
nity  is  not  known  today,  but  our  guess  would  be  somewhere  between  2,000 
and  3,000.  Old-timers  on  our  mailing  list  will  remember  our  illustrious  offer¬ 
ing  in  1986  in  which  we  sold  a  nice  group  of  Hawaiian  half  dollars  that  had 
been  held  back  since  1928  by  the  original  issuing  entity!  There  was  a  wild 
scramble  for  these  as  they  crossed  the  auction  block,  and  today  the  pieces  are 
scattered  in  the  collections  of  many  appreciative  owners. 


2513  1928  Hawaiian.  AU-55.  Lightly  polished  in  the  past  and  still  mostly 
brilliant  with  some  wisps  of  golden  brown  at  the  obverse  border. 

2514  1935  Hudson.  MS-63.  Vivid  golden  toning  on  satiny  surfaces.  Only 
10,008  were  minted.  One  of  the  classics  in  the  commemorative  se¬ 
ries,  yet  an  issue  which  today  is  quite  reasonably  priced  in  our 
opinion. 

2515  1935  Hudson.  AU-55.  Pale  golden  toning  on  lustrous  surfaces. 

2516  1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Attractive  intermingled  golden  brown  and 
pearl  gray  iridescence  on  satiny  surfaces. 

This  design,  which  would  not  win  any  artistic  awards,  has  always  been  one  of 
our  personal  favorites.  The  dies  are  rather  crudely  finished,  and  under  high 
magnification  a  top-grade  piece  such  as  this  will  show  a  myriad  of  raised  swirls, 
lines,  and  die  finish  marks  (this  is  true  of  all  examples,  and  simply  indicates 
that  the  Mint  did  not  give  the  dies  a  high  polish  or  careful  finish).  Moreover,  as 
we  related  in  the  recent  Coin  Quiz  in  our  latest  Rare  Coin  Review,  the  identity 
of  the  designer  of  the  1920  Maine  half  dollar  is  not  known— representing  one 
of  the  relatively  few  unsolved  mysteries  in  the  commemorative  series.  (An¬ 
thony  de  Francisci  made  the  models,  using  designs  done  by  someone  else.) 
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Exceptional  1921  2^4  Missouri 


2517  1921  Missouri,  2'*4.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  nearly 

flawless.  Warm  blue,  gold,  and  violet  toning  enhances  both  sur¬ 
faces.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  commemorative  series  at  this 
grade  level.  A  very  popular  design,  with  dies  and  finish  imparting 
much  lustre  to  the  coins. 


2518  1921  Missouri  2^4.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Another  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  desirable  commemorative. 

2519  1921  Missouri  2^4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Pale  golden  gray  surfaces,  with 
some  hints  of  violet  on  the  reverse. 


2520  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One 
of  the  scarcer  issues  of  early  commemoratives.  A  variety  that  is  par¬ 
ticularly  elusive  at  this  high  Mint  State  level. 

As  also  noted  under  Lot  2484,  the  numismatist  interested  in  the  series  may 
wish  to  acquire  a  copy  of  Q.  David  Bowers’  award-winning  book,  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  Just  about  anything  you 
could  ever  hope  or  want  to  know— plus  many  things  you  probably  never  cared 
about— are  given  in  detail  in  this  volume.  Indeed,  after  reading  about  the  1921 
Missouri  half  dollar— or  any  other  issue— you  will  be  just  as  knowledgeable  as 
the  experts. 


2521  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-64.  Frosty  surfaces.  Partially  brilliant 
with  blushes  of  golden  brown  and  charcoal  gray. 

2522  1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Mottled  golden  brown  and  slate  gray  sur¬ 
faces. 


2523  1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66.  Pale  gold-gray  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  lustrous  surfaces. 

This  commemorative  half  dollar  was  proposed,  implemented,  and  distrib-  | 
uted  in  part  by  the  Westchester  County  (New  York)  Coin  Club.  Those  in  I 
charge  were  highly  regarded  numismatists,  were  cognizant  of  the  needs  and  I 
desires  of  the  collecting  community  and  handled  the  entire  affair  in  a  first-  I 
class  manner,  in  sharp  contrast  to  certain  issues  produced  by  others  a  year  or 
two  earlier. 

2524  1936  Norfolk.  MS-60.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  delicate 
champagne  iridescence. 

2525  1934-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-65.  Vivid  intermingled  gold,  violet,  and 
blue  toning  toning  complements  the  lustrous  surfaces. 

2526  Offering  of  Uncirculated  commemoratives  comprised  of  mostly 
different  design  types:  ☆  1937-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64,  with  a  mi¬ 
nor  rim  nick  ☆  1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63  ☆  1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  ☆ 
1936  Robinson.  MS-64  ☆  1934  Texas.  MS-64  ☆  1935-D  Texas.  MS- 
64,  prooflike  ☆  1936  York.  MS-65.  These  are  variously  brilliant  or 
lightly  toned.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

Satiny  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  50£ 


2527  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65.  Golden  gray  surfaces  with  some 
small  toning  spots  near  the  bottom  of  Columbia’s  dress. 

It  was  the  original  intention  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  haul  a  coining 
press  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  to  the  exposition  grounds  and  strike  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollars  right  on  the  site.  However,  this  could  not  be  worked 
out  satisfactorily,  and  all  pieces  were  made  within  the  confines  of  the  regular 
minting  facility. 

2528  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  satiny. 

2529  1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  The  obverse  has  warm  golden  gray  toning. 
The  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant. 

2530  1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64.  Fully  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant 
with  blushes  of  pleasing  gold. 

Properly  called  the  Old  Spanish  Trail  half  dollar,  but  usually  alphabetized 
under  “S,”  this  issue  is  one  of  just  three  major  types  with  a  total  mintage  of 
10,008  pieces— the  others  being  the  previously  offered  1928  Hawaiian  and 
1935  Hudson. 

2531  1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-60.  Golden  gray  iridescence  enhances  the 
lustrous  surfaces.  Another  example  of  this  key  commemorative 
“type.” 

2532  1938  Texas.  MS-66.  Mostly  pastel  violet  iridescence  at  the  centers 
changing  to  pale  blue  at  the  borders. 

2533  1925  Vancouver.  MS-60.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
champagne  iridescence. 

Actually,  this  issue  should  have  been  designated  1925-S,  although  all 
Vancouver  half  dollars  were  struck  at  the  San  F  rancisco  Mint,  the  S  mintm.u  k 
was  omitted,  probably  in  error. 

2534  1927  Vermont.  MS-65.  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with  golden 
brown  at  the  border.  The  reverse  has  pale  champagne  iridescence 
with  splashes  of  amber. 
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2535  1927  Vermont.  MS-65.  Golden  gray  iridescence  on  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces. 

For  many  years  it  was  popular  to  call  this  coin  the  “Bennington  half  dollar." 
Only  in  recent  decades  has  it  been  called  the  Vermont  Sesquicentennial.  This 
issue  has  the  highest  relief  and  most  sculpted  surfaces  of  any  commemorative 
of  the  denomination. 

Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2539  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  bril¬ 
liant. 


Delightful  1922  Grant  Gold  $1 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


2536  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem 
example.  The  obverse  is  frosty  with  a  whisper  of  olive  iridescence. 
The  reverse  is  satiny  and  brilliant.  A  splendid  piece  which  will  fit 
just  right  into  a  high-grade  collection. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


2537  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  surfaces. 
Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers  changing  to  olive-gold  and  charcoal 
gray  at  the  borders. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2540  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny. 


Desirable  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2541  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  The  central  areas  are 

brilliant.  Wisps  of  golden  brown  ornament  the  borders. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2542  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Partially  bril¬ 
liant  with  blushes  of  lilac  on  both  surfaces. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2538  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sat¬ 
iny. 

The  absence  or  presence  of  stars  on  various  1922  Grant  half  dollars  created 
varieties  that  broadened  the  sales  possibilities,  as  numismatists  could  not  con¬ 
sider  their  sets  to  be  complete  without  having  one  of  each.  Currently  (1997) 
the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  is  going  through  a  very  “innovative”  phase,  is  coming 
up  with  unusual  varieties  to  sell  at  a  premium  to  collectors  (such  as  special 
coins  in  Proof  sets  and  Mint  sets),  etc.,  this  action  not  being  completely  pleas¬ 
ing  to  many  in  the  community.  Many  collectors  feel  that  they  are  being  ex¬ 
ploited,  particularly  in  the  modern  commemorative  series. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2543  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant. 
The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  exhibit  pronounced  prooflike 
character. 
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( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2544  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  sur¬ 
faces.  The  design  elements  are  satiny  and  the  fields  are  nicely  re¬ 
flective. 

2545  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  attractive. 
Some  faint  hairlines  can  be  seen  in  the  fields. 


Superb  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2546  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  satiny  devices  and  considerable  prooflike  character  in  the 
fields.  A  tiny  planchet  flake  is  noted  in  the  field  in  front  of 
Meriwether  Lewis’  portrait  (date  side). 

Far  and  away  the  rarest  of  the  commemorative  gold  dollars,  in  our  observa¬ 
tion. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2547  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  bril¬ 

liant. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2548  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant 

with  some  blushes  of  pleasing  saffron  iridescence.  The  devices  are 
satiny  anti  the  fields  show  considerable  prooflike  character. 


2549  Offering  of  certified  commemorative  gold  issues  grading  AU-58 
each:  ☆  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  (PCGS)  ☆  1903  Louisi¬ 
ana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  portrait  (2).  (PCGS)  and 
(NGC),  the  latter  holder  is  incorrectly  labeled  as  being  the 
Jefferson  portrait  variety  ☆  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar. 
(PCGS)  ☆  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  (PCGS).  All  are 
brilliant  or  delicately  toned.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2550  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant.  The  fields 
are  prooflike  and  the  devices  have  a  texture  intermediate  between 
satiny  and  frosty. 


Superb  Louisiana  Purchase  Gold  $  1 

Jefferson  Portrait 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2551  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  portrait.  MS-65. 

Fully  lustrous.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  olive- 
gold  at  the  borders. 

Numismatic  showman  Farran  Zerbe  was  the  distributor  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  gold  dollars,  which  were  made  in  two  design  types,  one  with  a  por¬ 
trait  of  Jefferson  (as  here  offered)  and  the  other  depicting  McKinley.  Zerbe, 
who  began  his  numismatic  interest  in  1882  and  became  prominent  on  the  col¬ 
lecting  scene  around  the  turn  of  the  20th  century,  operated  a  concession  at 
the  St.  Louis  World’s  Fair  in  1904  (although  the  coins  are  dated  1903),  sold  as 
many  gold  dollars  as  he  could,  and  also  displayed  his  Money  of  the  World  ex¬ 
hibit  (which  years  later  in  1928  was  sold  to  the  Chase  National  Bank,  New 
York  City).  Zerbe  was  somewhat  of  a  scalawag,  apparently  was  involved  in 
highly  irregular  ANA  election  machinations  circa  1909,  and  did  a  few  other 
things  which  make  fascinating  reading  today— as  delineated  in  several  places, 
including  writings  by  Tom  DeLorey,  David  Alexander,  and  Q.  David  Bowers, 
the  last  in  The  American  Numismatic  Association  Centennial  History,  published  in 
two  volumes  in  1991. 

2552  PCGS-certified  gold  commemorative  assortment,  each  grading 
MS-62:  ☆  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  portrait 
☆  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  portrait  ☆  1915- 
S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar  ☆  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter 
eagle.  Most  are  brilliant.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2553  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  portrait.  MS-64. 

A  lovely  gem  having  frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields.  Both  surfaces 
are  brilliant  save  for  a  splash  of  orange-gold  beneath  President 
McKinley’s  bust  truncation. 
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2554 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  portrait.  MS-64. 

Brilliant  surfaces.  The  fields  are  satiny  at  the  centers  and  frosty  at 
the  rims. 


did  much  to  increase  public  interest  and  awareness  in  numismatics.  While 
Zerbe  may  not  have  had  a  truly  dark  side  to  his  personality,  he  was  an  oppor¬ 
tunist  par  excellence  and  after  Dr.  George  F.  Heath’s  death,  purchased  for  his 
own  account  The  Numismatist,  seeking  to  make  a  profit  by  publishing  it.  This 
worked  against  the  best  interest  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association, 
which  at  the  time  hoped  to  acquire  it.  Later,  through  a  generous  donation 
made  by  Canadian  collector  W.W.C.  Wilson,  the  ANA  did  purchase  The  Nu¬ 
mismatist  from  Zerbe,  and  since  that  time  has  continued  to  publish  it.  Why  the 
highest  honor  given  by  the  ANA  to  its  members,  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award, 
should  be  so  named,  has  been  a  source  of  puzzlement  to  modern-day  numis¬ 
matic  scholars.  Presumably,  when  the  award  was  first  thought  of  a  number  of 
years  ago,  those  on  the  committee  had  “name  recognition”  for  Zerbe,  but  re¬ 
ally  didn’t  do  their  homework  as  to  his  relationship  with  the  ANA.  Better  to 
have  named  it  the  Heath  Award,  as  George  F.  Heath,  with  great  selflessness, 
was  truly  the  father  of  the  ANA,  and  devoted  much  time  and  altruistic  effort  to 
its  creation. 


2555  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  portrait.  MS-63 

(NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 


2563  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

2564  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


2556  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64.  Frosty  and  essentially  brilliant 
with  just  a  whisper  of  olive-gold  iridescence. 


2565  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-60.  Partially  brilliant  with 
some  blushes  of  pale  olive  iridescence. 


2557  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices 
are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny. 

2558  PCGS-certified  commemorative  gold  dollar  trio,  each  piece  grad¬ 
ing  MS-62:  ☆  1916  McKinley  ☆  1917  McKinley  ☆  1915-S  Panama- 
Pacific.  All  are  brilliant.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2559  Pair  of  McKinley  gold  dollars  grading  AU-58  each:  ☆  1916  ☆ 
1917.  Both  are  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


Superb  1917  McKinley  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2560  1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  orange-gold 
surfaces. 

The  true  scarcity  of  the  1917  McKinley  is  just  beginning  to  be  appreciated, 
due  in  no  small  part  to  the  information  about  this  variety  presented  in  Q. 
David  Bowers’  book,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Ency¬ 
clopedia,  1991  (available  from  our  Publications  Department).  Earlier,  it  was 
generally  presumed  that  the  1916  and  1917  were  of  about  equal  rarity,  but 
now  it  is  recognized  that  the  1917  is  far  more  elusive.  Indeed,  the  recent  issues 
of  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  have  reflected  the  new  knowledge. 


2561  1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62.  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  Another  opportunity  to  compete  for  this  elusive  gold  dollar. 

2562  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  handsome, 
frosty  gem  example  toned  in  delicate  olive-gold  and  orange. 

The  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  was  held  in  San  Francisco  in  1915  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  rebirth  of  the  city  after  the  April  1906  earthquake  and  fire  and  the 
1914  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal.  The  fair  was  a  great  success,  and  countless 
visitors  thronged  through  the  gates  to  enjoy  the  latest  wonders  of  science  and 
technology,  combined  with  exhibits  of  classical  art,  agriculture  and  mining, 
and  other  areas  of  endeavor.  At  night  the  Exposition  was  brilliantly  illumi¬ 
nated  by  electric  lights.  Commemorative  coins  were  sold  through  the  Coin 
and  Medal  Department  operated  by  Farran  Zerbe,  of  Tyrone  (later  Philadel¬ 
phia),  Pennsylvania,  who  earlier  had  served  as  president  of  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association.  During  this  era,  and  continuing  through  the  1920s, 
Zerbe’s  “Money  of  the  World”  exhibit,  featured  in  banks,  fairs,  and  elsewhere, 


2566  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty  lus¬ 
tre.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pink  iridescence  on  the  ob¬ 
verse. 

The  motif  on  the  reverse  of  this  coin  was  adapted  from  that  used  earlier  on 
a  pattern  half  dollar  of  1877  and  the  famous  “Schoolgirl”  pattern  silver  dollar 
of  1879. 


2567  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  AU-58.  Pale  olive-gold  iri¬ 

descence  with  almost  Jill  the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving. 


2568  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous. 

2569  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63.  Satiny  and  brilliant. 

2570  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  and  es¬ 
sentially  brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  vivid  orange-gold. 

2571  Trio  of  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagles:  ☆  MS-61.  Lovely 
saffron  and  lilac  iridescence  ☆  AU-55  ☆  EF-40.  (Total:  3  pieces) 
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Collection 


We  invite  you  to  become  a  part  of  our 
spectacular  1997-98  auction  season!  When 
it  comes  time  to  sell,  you  deserve  the  best — 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 
Whether  your  collection  is  worth  several 
thousand  dollars  or  millions  of  dollars,  we 
can  realize  the  highest  possible  market 
price  for  you!  What  other  auction  houses 
claim  to  do,  Auctions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  has  already  done — and  has  the 

records  to  prove  it! 


Catalogues 
from  our 
recent  and 
upcoming 
auctions. 


An  Unsurpassed  Record 
of  Auction  Success! 

Of  the  three  largest  collections  of 

United  States  coins  sold  at  auction, 

we  have  handled  all  three. 

•  The  $25  million  Garrett  Collection 

•  The  $20  million  Norweb  Collection 

•  The  $12.4  Eliasberg  Collection  of  U.S. 

Gold  Coins 

Plus,  in  1996  we  sold  the  first  half  of  the 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  for  $11.6 
million — including  the  record-breaking  1913 
Liberty  Head  nickel  for  $1,485  million!  As 
this  catalogue  goes  to  press,  we  are  looking 
forward  to  our  April  1997  sale  of  the  final 
part  of  this  fabulous  collection. 

Of  the  top  10  world  record  prices  for 
United  States  coins  at  auction,  those 
achieving  the  records  have  been: 

7  records: 

Bowers  and  Merena 

1  record: 

Competitor  “A” 

1  record: 

Competitor  “B” 

1  record: 

Competitor  “C 


The 


rules 

Sak 


The 

Louis  V7 


1 1  ions  by  Bowers  ^nd  Merena ,  Inc. 
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It  is  also  significant  to  note  that  the  New 
York  Public  Library  selected  us  to  auction 
their  important  reference  collection  of  rare 
coins.  Similarly,  the  Morgan  Guaranty 
Trust  Company,  one  of  New  York  City’s 
largest  and  most  respected  banks,  selected 
us  to  handle  rarities  from  the  Virgil  Brand 
Collection  entrusted  to  them.  And  we  have 
worked  with  many  additional  leading 
institutions  including  the  Connecticut 
Historical  Society,  The  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  The  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  the  Springfield  Museum  and 
Historical  Association,  and  more  in  the  sale 
of  their  coin  collections. 

More  Ajnerican  Numismatic  Association 
presidents  have  consigned  their  collections 
to  us  than  to  any  other  firm.  As  well  as 
celebrities  like  Chris  Schekel,  Danny 
Arnold,  and  more. 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  we  believe  in 
doing  things  right.  Perhaps  this  is  one 
reason  that  our  publications  have  earned 
more  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  awards 
than  have  those  of  all  of  our  competitors 
combined. 

When  you  consign  to  Bowers  and 
Merena,  you  consign  to  the  most  successful 
rare  coin  auction  firm  in  American  numis¬ 
matic  history! 

Let  our  record  of  success  be  your 
record  of  success,  too!  Call  Dr.  Richard 


A.  Bagg  (our  Director  of  Auctions)  or 
Dave  Bowers  today  (1-800-458-4646)  to 
include  your  coins,  sets  or  important 
individual  pieces  in  our  magnificent 
1996  auction  program.  Just  by  picking 
up  the  phone,  you  will  be  on  your  way  to 
receiving  a  generous  check! 


Our  1997  Auction  Schedule 

July  28 

Los  Angeles 

The  Rarities  Sale 
Now  Accepting 
Consignments 

September  22-24 

New  York  City 

Now  Accepting 
Consignments 

November  13-14 

New  York  City' 

Now  Accepting 
Consignments 

Our  1998  Auction  Schedule 

March  5-7 

Baltimore 

Now  Accepting 
Consignments 

May  29-30 

Los  Angeles 

Now  Accepting 
Consignments 

August  3 

Portland,  OR 

Now  Accepting 
Consignments 

Auctions  by 

Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

To  Order  Call:  800-222-5993  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 
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Colonial  8c  Early  American  Coins .  1-79 

Half  Cents . 80-130 

Large  Cents . 131-171 

Small  Cents .  172-223 

Two-Cent  Pieces . 224-230 

Nickel  Three-Cent  Pieces . 231-242 

Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces . 243-255 

Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces . 256-283 

Half  Dimes .  284-318 

Dimes . 319-454 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces . 455-480 

Quarter  Dollars .  481-535;  1001-1135 

Half  Dollars .  1136-1383 

Silver  Dollars .  1384-1573 

Trade  Dollars .  1574-1602 

Gold  Dollars .  2024-2061 

Quarter  Eagles .  2062-2148 

Three-Dollar  Gold  Pieces . 2149-2220 

Half  Eagles .  2221-2325 

Eagles .  2326-2402 

Double  Eagles .  2403-2456 

Commemorative  Silver  Coins . 2474-2535 

Commemorative  Gold  Coins . 2536-2571 
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800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095 
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